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LEAVING HOME

My children leaving home,
rejecting all I'd give,
courageously, in innocence,
choosing their way to live.

Jesus left Nazareth.
Did Mary feel like me

as he carved out a brave new life,

then died upon the tree!?

Did Mary blame herself?
Or had she grace to see

the gift that every child requires

is freedom to live free?

Joan Copeland

March 2024

Cover Picture:
by
Helen Mann

feet upon a rock, making my steps secure.

| waited patiently for the Lord; He inclined to me and heard my cry.
He drew me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and set my

Psalm 40 vsl-2

J
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Ecclesiastical Craftsman

| have chosen to write about my parental forebears, rather than my offspring and their
offspring because of the Prestbury connection.

My father, Horace, was born in Smallheath, Birmingham onl9 January 1900. His father,
Tom, was born in the completely opposite environment of Shap onl6 January 1873. Shap is
a small village, high on the Westmorland (now Cumbria) Fells on the vast 100,000 acre
estate of Hugh Lowther, The 5th Earl of Lonsdale, and close to his family seat, Lowther
Castle, where | am to led to believe his mother, Mary Parkin was employed.

From a young age Tom Parkin had great skill as a woodcarver (think Grinling Gibbons). It is
most likely he had tuition from one of the resident craftsmen at the castle but that | will
never know.

In 1892, St Bartholomew’s church at Barbon, near Kirkby Lonsdale, was being enlarged and
embellished and Tom Parkin, now aged 19, was engaged to carve the chancel screen, organ
case, lectern and font cover. Local dignitary Lady Shuttleworth had laid the foundation
stone, presented the stained glass window at the West End and took great interest in the
church. The consecration took place on 9 September 1893.

As Tom Parkin’s home was nearly 30 miles from Barbon he must have lodged in the village
while working at the church. During that time he fell in love with Lizzie Bracken who was
seamstress at Barbon Manor. Whether she lodged in the same house as Tom or whether
she lived in at the Manor | do not know. While researching the area | came across a house
in the centre of the village. It was called “Fernleigh” and bells began to ring in my head!

Tom was a musician and during the courtship he played the fiddle at Lakeland gatherings.
He and Lizzie used to skate to venues, he with fiddle strapped to his back. (I have the ice
skates carefully preserved!) Their marriage took place amongst Tom’s carvings at
St Bartholomew’s in 1897.

A couple of years after marriage Tom headed south to Birmingham, known then as “the
Workshop of the World”, finding lodgings in Smallheath (Peaky Blinders country) while he
looked for a job that offered good prospects. This he found at R L Boulton and Son of
Cheltenham and promptly sent for his wife who was expecting their second child and their
year-old baby daughter, Mary. My father was born on |9 January 1900 at Smallheath and
the family moved from Birmingham to Prestbury shortly afterwards taking up residence at
May Cottage in Bouncers Lane, just opposite the gates into Cheltenham Cemetery.

Boultons were the U.K.’s leading monumental sculptors with premises in Wellington Street
in the centre of town. The first major work my grandfather was engaged in was carving the
two chancel screens and the rood beam and figures at St Mary’s Church, Charlton Kings.
With a growing family, the couple moved out of May Cottage and into a larger house in
Charlton Kings. They called it “Fernleigh™

My father, Horace, who was christened at St Mary’s, Prestbury, attended the village school,
and on leaving was apprenticed to his father to learn the art of woodcarving. All of which
time the Great War was raging. As soon as he was of military age he enlisted in the
Devonshire Regiment. The war was to last another 10 months but instead of being sent to
France he was posted to India and served on The North West Frontier repelling marauding
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Afghan tribesmen. In 1922 he came out of the army, rejoined his father at Boultons and
picked up the tools of his trade.

On 2 April 1929 Horace Parkin married my mother, Dorothy Wallcroft, at All Saints’
Church, Cheltenham where my maternal grandparents worshipped. | was born on
7 January 1930. These were the days of the depression and were hard times. My father,
however, was very industrious and supplemented his Boultons income in several ways. In
the evenings he was the woodcarving tutor at Cheltenham School of Art and also taught
private pupils in his workshop in the basement of our Pittville home. A good artist, his
drawings were frequently published and he concentrated on subjects of local interest like
the Haw Bridge/Tower Lodge murder mystery.

A member of the Guild of Gloucestershire Craftsman he regularly exhibited at the annual
Three Counties Show where sales were good and orders plentiful. On display were his
carvings of birds and animals, plaques of historical buildings, and panels of calligraphy and
decorative art. On the downside were his attempts to break into advertising (for
cigarettes) and strange inventions that were sent off to the Patents Office. On these two
fronts he was hoping to make his fortune. My father, it has to be said, was the ultimate
trier!

In 1939 along came World War Il and dad arrived home from work one day wearing a
khaki armband on which was printed the letters. LDV. The Local Defence Volunteers
quickly became the Home Guard. Unlike the comic TV show, Dad’s Army, the Home
Guard in real life consisted of many ex-army personnel with great wartime experience and
discipline and soon became a force to be reckoned with. My father was appointed Bayonet
Fighting Instructor for Gloucestershire and his evenings were taken up travelling to all parts
of the county in the blackout teaching recruits this most violent form of hand-to-hand
fighting.

As soon as war broke out, Horace Parkin, because he worked in wood, was drafted out of
Boultons and into HH Martin who were specialists in architectural decoration, but were
now constructing Horsa gliders (Arnhem) and Mosquito fighter-bombers as both aircraft
were made of wood. Four years of this intensity ruined my father’s health and he changed
from being a very fit man to one with health problems. My grandfather, Tom, died in 1942
running for the No 2 bus to Charlton Kings. He jumped aboard the moving bus and finding
standing room only on the lower deck, climbed the stairs hoping to find a seat, had a severe
heart attack and died on the spot. He was 68 and had been foreman woodcarver at
Boultons for most of his 40 years with the firm. On his death, my father took over his
foremanship.

Here is one of the tributes paid to my grandfather:

“Tom Parkin‘s skill as a carver was great and the personal interest he always took in carrying
out his intricate work made it always a pleasure to work with him. Ecclesiastical art has
suffered a great loss through his death.

W E Ellery Anderson, architect to Hereford Cathedral”

My grandfather’s funeral was held at St Mary’s, Charlton Kings. His wife was
broken-hearted and unable to attend but did go to his memorial service, as | did, later on.
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Horace Parkin’s service with the Home Guard was recognised by King George VI in his
New Year Honours and recorded in the London Gazette for | January 1943. His award
was the highest that could be given to a member of “Dad’s Army” and corresponds with
Mentioned in Dispatches.

It was in October 1945 that my parents sold their home in Pittville and moved to
Prestbury. Four years later the ill-health my father had been suffering overtook him and he
died aged 49 on 14 November 1949. Vicar Hill took the funeral service at St Mary’s and he
was buried halfway between the Plough Inn and the Kings Arms, two of the subjects he
enjoyed drawing and carving into wall plaques and not far from the font in which he was
christened.

Here is one of the tributes to my father that | particularly like:

“Being too old to serve in HM Regular Forces during the war, | had a great pleasure of
serving in the Home Guard and my instructor was the late Mr Parkin. He showed all the
patience possible and as Dr Pringle suggested never uttered a word of complaint.

In addition, our very esteemed instructor would never attempt to allow us to carry out
an order without “stripping off” and showing us the correct way to do it first.

In conclusion, | really think that had this gentleman had a regular military calling today
he would have made another Monty (Field Marshal Bernard Montgomery). His passing
means to me and lots of his other “rookies™, the loss of a soldier and a perfect
gentleman. W.S.”

| find that the high esteem both my father and grandfather held most gratifying and the fact
that their art lives on in churches and cathedrals the world over fitting memorials to them

both.
Bernard Parkin

Tom Parkin (1896) Horace Parkin (1943)
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FAMILY TIES
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One of the Family: Frederick George Cotman, 1880 (Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool)

Happy Families. Remember that card game? Mrs Bun, the baker’s wife, and Co. When |
taught English, we used to wonder whether there were any dramas which depicted
genuinely happy families. From the Ancient Greek tragedies onwards, dramatic families
seem to have been cursed or tormented, from the House of Atreus through the Lear family
to Long Day’s Journey into Night and beyond. However, Noel Coward wrote humorously
about the Bliss family in Hay Fever and Dodie Smith’s play about family ties called Dear
Octopus is being revived at the National Theatre.

Soap operas, which aren’t really operas selling soap any more, often use the family as their
basis, from Dynasty through to Succession, while The Crown is a long-running saga based on
the British Royal family. The family also provides drama in the form of criminal families and
the mafia. Family sagas proliferate and even feature in The Simpsons. David Sedaris often
writes wittily, waspishly and movingly about his own dysfunctional family.

In many ways, the family unit frequently dominates life, literature and thought itself. And not
surprisingly, as it is usually the social unit we know first, best and for longest as we are
linked genetically or by choice to its members. And writers often exploit that fact and
fascination as in My Family and other Animals or My Family and Other Superheroes, as Jonathan
Edwards wittily called a collection of his poems. The family provides many writers with
ready-made subjects but Lionel Shriver warns that novelists and others should be wary of
exploiting family ties and characters: ‘If you write about your family, even if they're
disguised, you will pay a price. I'm not saying don’t do it, but go in eyes open. Somehow no
one ever takes being fictionalized as a compliment.’

Outside science fiction, relatively few societies have tried to minimise or eliminate the
biological and social bonds of the family. Ancient Sparta fostered a male warrior culture in
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its citizens and produced an army of Hoplites. Under some forms of Communism, family
ties have been discouraged but have tended to reassert themselves, for obvious reasons.

Surprisingly, our word ‘family’ is ultimately derived from the Latin word famulus originally
meaning a servant. | also note that the word family is currently being hijacked by marketing
and PR, just as the word journey has been. Dancing ‘celebrities’ are said be on their Strictly
journey and to have joined the Strictly family. This spurious notion of family is increasingly
used in commerce and the workplace in an attempt to foster loyalty and bonds which do
not exist between employer and employee.

Jane Austen often explored aspects of family life superbly well and she wrote in Emma that
‘Nobody, who has not been in the interior of a family, can say what the difficulties of any
individual of the family may be.” Leo Tolstoy famously begins his novel Anna Karenina with
the sentence: ‘All happy families are alike; each unhappy family is unhappy in its own way.’
Discuss.

The real bonds which usually, but not always, exist between family members are many and
various. People are often fascinated by their own ancestry and connections which are now
easier to explore through the internet. What is your family background? And how far back
have you traced your family tree?

Although there may be many areas of friction and family rows can be notoriously seismic,
family members can also sustain each other through a lifetime of loyalty, support,
generosity, love and mutual understanding. The wealth of Christmas cards attests not only
to strength of enduring friendships but also to family ties and loving bonds. This year, we
received one card which most poignantly underlined for me the vital importance of family
love. Without going into personal details here, we have known our dear friend Alan for
well over fifty years and he now suffers from encroaching dementia. He always wrote
strikingly well and | quote entire the brief typed note affixed to his card:

‘My handwriting’s gone, my memory’s almost gone, my academic work’s gone, | don’t
know how much I've got in the bank, and I live on pills.

But | am surrounded by lovely and capable children and grandchildren, a small and loyal
cat, and a wife whose patience and love take my breath away.

Happy Christmas!

Duncan Forbes
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Sold for £8,000
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Cotswolds Heritage since 1862

Complimentary Auction
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Open Valuations Thursdays 10am-1pm

01452 344499 | info@chorleys.com
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Handyman
Al DIY jobs, Decorating
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your doorstep.

Sarah Heyworth Founder
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Chorley’s Auctioneers

Overlooking the Vale of Gloucester, and just a few miles from Stroud and Cheltenham,
Chorley’s two spacious salerooms in the grounds of the Prinknash Abbey Park estate hold
monthly sales of fine art and antiques. Both sellers and buyers benefit from the facilities on
offer, from ample free parking to storage facilities, not to mention a café selling mouth-
watering cakes! This tranquil setting belies the company’s global business, as all auctions
are streamed live online, resulting in higher prices and a global audience of buyers. While
embracing technology, Chorley’s have not neglected their traditional values or forgotten
the importance of courtesy in their relationship with clients. Chorley’s focuses on sourcing
items from private vendors and estates and, even in these straitened times, there is a
hunger among buyers for fresh-to-the-market objects of good quality and provenance.

Too many provincial auctioneers have crowded salerooms where fine antiques jostle with
boxes of prints, tailors’ dummies and old brass bedsteads. Stacked in heaps, it is the way
things have been done for years and makes for a Dickensian spectacle; however, despite the
outward charm, stacking it high often leads to selling it low. It is also disheartening for
vendors to see their treasured item stuffed in amongst many others, making them reluctant
to sell further items. At Chorley’s saleroom, the room settings show each item to its best
advantage and buyers are able to see an item’s potential as part of a wider decorative
scheme, often prompting them to bid on items they might have overlooked in a cramped
saleroom.

The positive feedback Chorley’s receives from buyers and vendors and the professional
service provided continues to bring business to this rapidly expanding Gloucestershire
company, with referrals increasingly coming from London and across the UK.

Chorley’s provides not only auction valuations, but as an accredited member of SOFAA,
professional Inheritance Tax and Insurance valuations.

SHEARLINC EWES

Russell Swanwick
R.A.C.Farm ,

Cirencesters P . LD RAMS  Iitprize 224priz
; é ]

\griculturalSociety’s Shoy

Richard Whitford (circa 1821-1890), The Swanwick Prize Sheep Herd,
the herd of sheep bred by Russell Swanwick of The Royal Agricultural Farm, Cirencester,
oil on canvas, 74.5cm x 124cm, sold for £32,000 (plus buyer’s premium) in October 2023

~9~



March 2024 Prestbury Parish Magazine

Forthcoming Events

Two Opportunities To Help Out And Meet Other Folk!

Saturday 9th March 9.30 until 12.30. St Mary's church Spring clean. Please bring a
duster.

Saturday 16th March 9.30 until 12.30. St Mary's churchyard tidy-up. Please bring basic
tools and gloves. There will be path edges to neaten, weeding and trimming tasks.

Refreshments will be supplied on both of these occasions. Do come along for whatever
time you have spare. It is always enjoyable working alongside others and having the chance
for a good catch-up chat. See you there!

Helen Mann

Festival Racing: Tuesday 12 March to Friday 15 March

LENT QUIET DAY—Tuesday |2th March

Special Lent Quiet Day Holland House at Cropthorne, a beautiful location about 20
minutes away near Evesham is provisionally booked for a Lent Quiet Day led by Fr Nick.

If you'd like to come please tell Fr Nick asap! 20 spaces are available. Lunch is included and
the cost is £38 per person. Help is available if the cost of the day is difficult - please speak
to Fr Nick. Thank you

Bereavement Friendship Group
We will be in Prestbury Library on Monday, 18 March 2.15 - 4pm.

If you have lost a loved one and would like to talk to others in a similar situation, please
come along. You will be most welcome, whether you are new or have come before.

Light refreshments will be provided.
Marion Povey

Welcome on Wednesday
Wednesday, 20 March at 2.30pm in the

. u I x’ -
St Nicolas Room. There will be home-made cakes, —
tea or coffee for £2 and the chance to meet friends
and have a friendly chat. So please come along, s St

maybe bringing a neighbour?
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Friends of St M&ry’s Church present:

Meal with Music
Severn’s Eight Close
% Harmony 4

For Hope and Expectation
Purcell, Britten, Leighton, Heath

Saturday March 23" at 6.30pm
St Mary’s Church, Mill Street, GL52 3BQ

* Tickets £20 (u1s - £10)
For the Fabric of St Mary’s Church
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Safeguarding Training

| will be holding another Basic Awareness safeguarding training afternoon on Tuesday 19
March at 2pm at St Nicolas Church. This is for all who are required to complete the
Basic level who may be new to a role or whose safeguarding certificate has expired.

This is a mandatory requirement for all who volunteer in the following areas:-

Choir members
Flower arrangers

Bell ringers

e Sidespeople/welcomers
e Servers

e PCC members

If you already hold a Basic Awareness certificate could | politely ask you to check it is still in
date! They only have a shelf life of three years.

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch should you have any queries.

Linda Biggs
Parish Safeguarding Officer
linda.biggs@northchelt.org.uk

Quiz Evening
Saturday 23 March 7pm in St Nicolas Hall

Musica Vera Concert \{
4 vi

Saturday 20 April in St Mary’s Church MUSICA VERA

CHAMBER CHOIR

Details to follow

Plants and Cakes Sale . ‘

Saturday || May 2pm at St Nicolas \Vd
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Sunday Club at St Mary's

We are now able to hold Sunday club on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month, within
the Il o'clock service. Children aged (about) three years and upwards are very welcome to
join us for stories, prayer, music, discussion and crafts. Visiting families and friends are of
course very welcome too! For more information contact Helen 07814 638990

Helen Mann

Prestbury Local History Society

The March 25th presentation at the Prestbury WI Hall will have an unusual topic. Some
years back the Society were given and started to collect various items relating to the
history of our village. The committee felt that it was important that these items should be
kept for the future. So we started an Archive. David Jones, a longstanding committee
member of the society, became our Archivist. He will be introducing us to the development
of the Society Archive. We hope to display some of the interesting items.

He will tell of the members and friends who have kindly donated photographs and other
items of interest. The Archive is currently stored at the Prestbury Library by kind
permission of the Librarian but it cannot be made easily available to the general public.
David is seeking to maintain a full list of its resources and to find ways in which they can be
made available to interested parties. This is a challenge; another is that it is rapidly out
growing our limited storage capability.

We hope that you will enjoy this talk and if you have any items of interest relating to
Prestbury and its families please consider the Society Archive.

Please enjoy the complimentary tea or coffee after the talk and bring any ideas about the
future of the Archive.

A brief AGM will follow the talk.

Tony Noel
Chairman
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SERVICES IN HOLY WEEK

March 24 - Palm Sunday

0800  Said Eucharist; Blessing of Palms St Mary
0800 Mass; Blessing of Palms All Saints
0900 Breakfast Celebrate! & Procession to Capel Court 1000 Infants School
0900  Process to Wymans Brook; then back St Nicolas
0900 Procession from CTFC Training Ground St Lawrence
0915 Holy Communion; Blessing of Palms St Lawrence
0930  Sung Eucharist; Blessing of Palms St Nicolas
1015  Procession to Capel Court St Mary

1030  Blessing of Palms then process back to St Mary Capel Court
1030  Procession & Solemn Mass All Saints
1045 Holy Communion; Blessing of Palms St Mary Magdalene
1100 Sung Eucharist; Blessing of Palms St Mary

1730  Holy Hour & Benediction All Saints
1830  Evening Prayer St Mary

1830 Evensong St Lawrence
1830 Evensong All Saints

March 25 - Monday in Holy Week
1830  Mass & Address All Saints

March 26 - Tuesday in Holy Week

1000  Said Holy Communion St Nicolas
830 Mass & Address All Saints
1930 Stations of the Cross St Nicolas

March 27 - Wednesday in Holy Week
1800  Said Eucharist with Stations of the Cross St Mary

830 Mass & Address All Saints
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March 28 - Maundy Thursday

1030
115
1830
1900

Service of the Word/Prayers

Service of the Word/Prayers

Sung Mass and Watch

Eucharist with Taizé; then Watches at Churches

March 29 - Good Friday

1030
1030
1030
1400
1400
1500

Service at the Cross

Good Friday reflection

Breakfast Celebrate! Good Friday all age service
Good Friday Our Lord's Passion Meditation
Good Friday Our Lord's Passion Meditation
Good Friday Liturgy of the Passion

March 30 - Holy Saturday

1030
1030
1330

2000
2030
1930

Easter Service
Easter Service

Easter Event and Prayers with Starvehall Farm Residents
Association

Confirmation Service
Paschal Liturgy and First Eucharist

Easter Vigil and First Mass

March 31 - Easter Day

0645

then

1830

Team Celtic Dawn Communion; sunrise at 0645
(Meet in Mill Street at 0515)

Followed by Paschal Walk to EImstone Hardwicke

Sunday services at usual morning times

Team Joint Evensong

March 2024

St Mary
All Saints
All Saints
St Nicolas

St Mary Magdalene

St Nicolas
St Mary

St Lawrence
St Mary

All Saints

Knights Lodge
Bay Tree Court

Flora Green

Cathedral
St Mary
All Saints

Cleeve Hill Common

Churches

St Mary
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TIMES OF REGULAR CHURCH SERVICES

St Mary’s Church, Prestbury

Sunday 0800
0900
1100
I'st Sunday 1830
2nd Sunday 1830
Other Sundays 1830
Thursday 1030
St Nicolas Church, Prestbury
Sunday 0930
Tuesday 1000
All Saints Church, Pittville
Sunday 0800
1030
Ist & 3rd Sunday 1730
Other Sundays 1730
Wednesday 1830
Thursday 115
Friday 1200
Saturday | st Saturday 1000

Said Eucharist
Breakfast Celebrate! —
All-age worship at Infant School

Sung Eucharist

Evening Prayer at Capel Court
Benediction in St Mary

Evening Prayer at Capel Court
Said Eucharist

Sung Eucharist
Said Eucharist

Said Mass

Sung Mass

Choral Evensong and Benediction
Evening Prayer and Benediction

Said Mass

Said Mass

Said Mass

Said Mass for Our Lady of Walsingham

St Lawrence Church, Swindon Village

Sunday Ist Sunday 1030
1830

2nd Sunday 0915

1830

Other Sundays 0915

1830

Together @ 1030
Holy Communion
BCP Holy Communion
Evening Prayer

Holy Communion
Evening Prayer

St Mary Magdalene Church, EImstone Hardwicke

Sunday I st Sunday 1045
2nd Sunday 1045
3rd Sunday 1045
4th Sunday 1045
5th Sunday 1045

Wednesday 2nd Wednesday 1900
Thursday  4th Thursday 1900

Holy Communion

Family Service (ho communion)
BCP Holy Communion

Family service (no communion)
Celtic Communion

Celtic Communion

Celtic Communion

A Sunday Service is streamed on the internet in alternate weeks

from St Nicolas at 09:30 or from All Saints at 10:30.

These and other services are recorded so may be accessed later on the team’s YouTube page -
https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry



Children’s Work
Linda Biggs
linda.biggs@prestbury.net

Safeguarding Officer
Linda Biggs

Parish Magazine

Editor: (vacancy)
magazine@prestbury.net

Advertising: Richard Johnson
advertising@prestbury.net

Parish Directory continued

510856

07769 581822

contact 515941

07535 417828

St Mary’s C of E (VA) Schools
Executive Head Teacher : Mr Matt Ferris

Junior School: 244387
Infant School: 244054
Hall Letting

Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane 239590

prestbury.hall@prestbury.net
St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane
hallhire@northchelt.org.uk

Parish Giving Scheme

76 Kingsholm Road,

Gloucester GLI 3BD 0333 002 1260
info@parishgiving.org.uk

Copy Dates and Themes for Future Magazines 2024

Issue
April

May

June

July
August
September
October
November
December

Copy Date Theme

Sunday 17 March Strange Meetings
Sunday 14 April Food

Sunday 12 May Drink

Sunday 16 June Monarchs
Sunday 14 July History

Sunday || August Party

Sunday |5 September Comedy

Sunday |3 October Folly

Sunday 10 November Excitements

Prestbury Parish Magazine is usually published on the last Sunday of the month. The copy
date is usually the Sunday 2 weeks before this, but there may be scope for some flexibility.
Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’

2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN
or preferably by email to magazine@prestbury.net

April 2024 Magazine

Theme: Strange Meetings

Please send copy by Sunday 17 March 2024
or soon after




ROYAL
AK+

AWARD- CASK ALE, BEAUTIFUL
WINNING CRAFT BEER BEER
& CIDER GARDEN

royaloakprestbury.co.uk

Planning an
event or party?

royaloakprestbury@butcombepubs.com

01242 522344

Ask us about
@royaloakprestbury

The Pavilion, our versatile

priva’re hire space The Royal Oak, The Burgage, Prestbury,

Gloucestershire, GL52 3DL

g 25% OFF FOOD
BUTCOMBE AT THE ROYAL OAK

All day every Wednesday for Butcombe Loyalty Club members

Join the club:
butcombe.com/loyalty




