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82  A Song of Anselm 

1    Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to you;  ♦ 

you are gentle with us as a mother with her children. 

2    Often you weep over our sins and our pride,  ♦ 

tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgement. 

3    You comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds,  ♦ 

in sickness you nurse us, and with pure milk you feed us. 

4    Jesus, by your dying we are born to new life;  ♦ 

by your anguish and labour we come forth in joy. 

5    Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness;  ♦ 

through your gentleness we find comfort in fear. 

6    Your warmth gives life to the dead,  ♦ 

your touch makes sinners righteous. 

7    Lord Jesus, in your mercy heal us;  ♦ 

in your love and tenderness remake us. 

8    In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness,  ♦ 

for the beauty of heaven may your love prepare us. 

from Anselm of Canterbury (c.1033 – 1109) 

  

Common Worship: Daily Prayer, material from which is included here, 

is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2005 and published by Church House Publishing. 

 

 

Joan Copeland used this prayer in her sermon on Mothering Sunday, and had requests for it to be 

printed in the magazine. I was able to find room for it - Ed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover Picture:  

by Brian Wood 

Easter Lilies in St Nicolas 
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ENCOUNTER 

 

A barge traversing locks. 

Why is it, every time, 

the woman clambers up, 

the man stands still? 

She turns the cogs, 

strains at the bar, 

and out he steers, 

the captain of his craft. 

The woman shouts, 

asks if we’re doing checks on water level. 

‘No, writing poetry.’ ‘Come, share it then.’ 

I do. We stand and chat. 

She comes from Mississip. 

Now, by the Severn, 

I offer her ‘A Pocketful of Prayers’. 

She shares her dream. 

We part with mutual blessing. 

Joan Copeland     

Worcester July 2008    
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Prestbury Memorial Trust Quiz Season 

The Trust has just completed its winter series of quizzes held at the Royal Oak Pavilion 

courtesy of Matt, the new landlord. The February quiz was devised and hosted by Helen 

and Gary Eagger with rounds ranging from Ordnance Survey symbols to knowledge of 

London. There was also a raffle with a beautifully presented hamper gifted by Monika of 

Whiskers Coffee. You can find her come rain or shine at Prestbury Playing fields. This is 

her 3rd year of business, and we thank her for supporting our charity! 

 

The quizzes are an important part of our money-raising efforts: they are well supported 

and make for a very enjoyable and convivial evening at the Oak. The Trust is very lucky to 

have found so many enthusiastic quizmasters, some in their 3rd year of question setting! 

Each quiz has a different ‘flavour’ depending on their interests but there is always 

something for everyone. The teams of 6 drawn mostly from the village are surprisingly 

competitive and there is much laughter as well as loud groans as the answer sheets are 

marked! The winners are rewarded with a bottle of fizz sponsored by Knight Frank estate 

agents. 

    

We shall be starting again in September and if you would like to take part please contact 

our Warden, Jenny, at prestburymt@gmail.com  

 

Jane Banwell  

mailto:prestburymt@gmail.com
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ST MARY’S SPRING CLEAN 

Around twelve of us came along to help fetch down cobwebs, dust, polish vacuum, mop 

and generally give the church a really good deep clean. Thank you so much to all the 

helpers, it’s good to see the church ‘up together’ and smelling of beeswax, ready for 

Mothering Sunday, Holy Week and Easter. These twice yearly efforts are in support of the 

teams who clean for several hours, every week of the year. We are so grateful for all the 

time and effort that is donated. If you would like to help too, contact Helen 07814 638990. 

Helen Mann 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY Fr NICK ! 

Sunday 17th March saw another glorious Eucharist 

at 11 o’clock. The church was filled and it was 

especially good to see so many parents and 

children. A large proportion of the congregation 

benefitted from healing prayers after receiving 

communion. There was a one minute silence at 12 

noon as we paused in solidarity with Alexei 

Navalny and his supporters. ‘Noon against Putin’ 

was one of Alexei’s final acts of defiant 

encouragement to his supporters two weeks 

before he died. As Fr Nick said ‘Seems the least 

we can do for him’. 

There was the monthly bake stall with a wonderful 

array of goodies on offer and birthday cake for all 

those who were able to stay for coffee and chat 

after the service. Leo presented Fr Nick with a 

chocolate birthday cake and a card signed by all 

the Sunday congregations and Peter lead us in 

singing a heartfelt Happy Birthday!  Wonderful. 

Helen Mann 

 

ST MARY’S CHURCHYARD TIDY-UP 

We were blessed with a cool but DRY Saturday 

morning, after much recent rain. Thank you very 

much indeed to all those who were able to give of 

their time to assist. Around a dozen of us tackled 

weeding of borders, clearing debris from the brook, 

strimming of grass around memorials and trimming 

back the grass and mud which has been migrating 

across the churchyard paths. The latter was a very 

labour-intensive task but, with many hands to help, 

we whizzed through and got so much done! We are 

very grateful to the mowing team who work tirelessly 

throughout the year and these half-day sessions 

complement the good work that they do. There are 

always more gardening jobs to do, so we plan to hold 

a second session sometime after Easter. Please check 

the pew sheet for news of that in due course. These 

occasions are not just about work; it’s a good chance 

to catch up and have a natter plus enjoy some yummy 

cake and hot drinks! Do contact Helen 07814 638990 if you would like to help in any way 

with the churchyard maintenance.  Thank you. 

Helen Mann  
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Midlands Air Ambulance Charity Responds to 75,000th Mission 

Midlands Air Ambulance Charity has now 

attended more than 75,000 missions across 

Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, Shropshire, 

Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent, the West 

Midlands, and Worcestershire. 

The lifesaving pre-hospital emergency service operates three air ambulance helicopters and 
a fleet of critical care cars across its six-county region. The charity has now surpassed its 
75,000th mission and continues to make vital lifesaving missions every day and into the night. 

The charity’s 75,000th mission was to a female, who had sustained a traumatic head injury 

in Worcester in February 2024. She was given advanced treatment on scene before being 

conveyed via land ambulance to Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham. A critical care 

paramedic and pre-hospital emergency medicine doctor from Midlands Air Ambulance 

Charity were on-board the vehicle escorting her to hospital. This was to ensure her 

condition could be monitored and stabilised and any further advanced interventions 

administered immediately. 

Rob Davies, patient liaison lead and critical care paramedic for Midlands Air Ambulance 

Charity, said: “As we approach our 33rd year of operation, we are proud to have surpassed 

a record 75,000th mission milestone. 

“When our service first started it was about getting the patient to the hospital quickly, now 

we bring the hospital to our patients. The interventions we perform, coupled with the 

advanced medicines and hospital-level equipment we bring means that we can stabilise our 

patients’ conditions at the scene of the incident before then taking them to hospital. In our 

75,000th mission this certainly was the case.” 

The charity responds to an average of 4,500 missions each year. We’re a helicopter-led 

service with over 2,000 of deployments being air missions. We also have a fleet of Rapid 

Response Vehicles and three critical care cars.  

The three air ambulance helicopters are based at Cosford airbase in Shropshire, Tatenhill 

airbase, near Burton-on-Trent Staffordshire, and Strensham Services on the M5 located on 

the Gloucestershire / Worcestershire border. The charity’s three aircraft each carry a crew 

comprising a pilot, two paramedics or flight doctors plus full life-support medical 

equipment. The fleet of critical care cars each have critical care paramedics on-board with 

full life-support medical equipment.  

Time is critical. The sooner a patient receives enhanced pre-hospital emergency care on-

scene, the greater their chances of survival and the better their outcome. We aim to bring 

that level of care to them, wherever they are, as soon as possible. In 2020/21 the average 

time to a patient was just ten minutes. 

Each year it costs between £13-14 million just to keep the three charity helicopters and 

fleet of critical care cars operational. Each air ambulance mission costs £2,950 on average 

and each critical care car mission costs £288, which is entirely funded by the generosity of 

the public and local businesses. 

Find out more about Midlands Air Ambulance Charity by visiting midlandsairambulance.com 

Becky Read  
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THE THOMSON BROTHERS 

   Debbie hitching a lift in 1968 

 

In my experience, some of the strangest meetings have occurred in my dreams. What 

bizarre encounters we imagine in our sleep: they seem so utterly real and often feel more 

intense and graphic than aspects of our conscious waking lives. Beyond that, memories can 

rehearse or provoke some strange meetings and reunions as we walk down the dark or 

sunlit corridors of memory with our past selves and their friends and acquaintances. 

Dreams and memories. And that reminds me that the Swiss psychologist C.G.Jung’s 

autobiography was entitled in English Memories, Dreams and Reflections.  

Novelists are sometimes accused of contriving implausible coincidences in their fictions. If I 

remember rightly, one of the stranger and more improbable meetings in my own life 

occurred in the summer of 1968. Debbie and I were hitch-hiking through France on our 

way to Spain and the Costa Brava. We had both hitch-hiked before, she in Greece and I in 

Canada, and so we were used to waiting by the road and trying to thumb a lift while traffic 

passed.  

We were on the way to Spain on the French Mediterranean coast road past the sunlit port 

of Collioure, where Braque and Derain had painted Fauvist fishing-boats.  We were 

standing by the dusty N114 for some time being passed by many French cars, Citroens, 

Renaults, Peugeots and the like, with no luck. Hot and thirsty, we were starting to wonder 

how we could cross the border into Spain and thinking we might have to catch a train, 

when we saw a low-slung green sports car coming towards us. It had British number plates 

and yet the GB two-seater was obviously full. We smiled and thumbed it anyway. 

To our amazement, the car slowed and stopped about a hundred yards down the road. A 

young man with dark tousled hair got out of the driver’s side and walked tentatively 

towards us.  

      ‘Hello,’ he said. ‘We thought it was you.’ 

      ‘Hello. This is a surprise.’ We shook hands and I made the introductions. The curly-

haired young man was James Thomson and we had been exact contemporaries at school 

together and in the same house. Indeed, he became editor of the school magazine after I 

gave it up, required to concentrate more fully on school work. 

     ‘I’m with my younger brother Guy and we’re on our way to Cadaqués.’ We could see 

already that there was no room in the car but James reversed it towards us and he and Guy 

started to re-arrange their luggage.  
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      ‘It’s not possible.’ 

      ‘Let’s see.’  

Luggage was crammed into the boot. Improbably, the burlier brother Guy folded in a 

crouch onto the little seat in the back and Debbie sat on my lap in the front passenger seat. 

It was like a scene from a film such as One for the Road. And of course there were no seat 

belts then. I was worried about the springs on their sports car and whether the gendarmes 

with their revolvers might stop us. As the coast road wound through the rocky foothills of 

the Pyrenees and curved up through the mountains, I grew increasingly grateful that James 

was driving. Always an intelligent, thoughtful and measured individual, he also proved a very 

trustworthy young driver on the hairpin bends. 

For some reason, the Spanish border police raised no objections to this bizarre foursome 

travelling in a little sports car and we made it down the mountain to the bright blue sea and 

white houses at Cadaqués, where Salvador Dali had spent early holidays. And we 

celebrated our arrival there with a cold beer, cerveca in the square. That evening, did we 

eat calamari and chips or paella and enjoy the moonlight over the bay? I had not seen the 

Thomson brothers for three years or so and we wondered about the odds of meeting like 

that. Highly improbable. Millions to one against?  

Later on, while swimming in the rocky sea, Guy dived towards a sea-urchin and some 

spines were painfully imbedded in his wrist. I remember Debbie painstakingly extracting 

each spine with the aid of tweezers and some lemon juice. After that memorable journey 

across the border, we parted company with the brothers. We later visited James who was 

reading History at Cambridge and he introduced us to his Spanish girlfriend, Veronica, dark-

haired in a tan leather jacket. But after that we lost touch altogether with the Thomson 

Brothers and that strange travelling coincidence.  

However, prompted by writing this brief article on strange meetings, I have just Googled 

James Thomson and, in among others of that name, I think I have found him again online as 

Emeritus Professor in History at the University of Sussex: Prof. James Thomson. History 

and Catalonia. Yes, that photograph looks like him, his research interests and dates tally 

with what I remember and he was always a very scholarly individual. Many years later, I 

again give thanks to you both, James and Guy, for that welcome, memorable and most 

generous journey over the border and into Spain. 

Duncan Forbes 
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Strange Encounters 

1. The Monk 

A colleague of mine at the Local Education Office, Gloucester, let us call him Mike to 

protect his identity, having become thoroughly disenchanted with governmental 

interference with education, decided to take early retirement and become a Buddhist 

monk. Soon after his retirement we lost track of him, rumour had it that he had, ‘Gone 

East’. 

Some years later I was on a trip, with my late wife Jackie, in Sri Lanka. We were let loose 

one time to explore the jungle in the north of the island. Having walked for several hours 

during which we had seen no one, we turned a corner in the thick vegetation to see a 

monk in full saffron robes walking towards us and … yes …....you have already guessed it, it 

was Mike. We exchanged news and passed upon our ways. Jackie, my other colleagues and I 

have neither seen nor heard of him since! 

 

2. Gooned 

I was walking down The Broad, in Oxford, busily looking in the many and varied shop 

windows to my left when …..bump..... I was catapulted backwards several feet. 

A deep, melodious, and concerned Welsh voice stated, “Oh! Sorry boy, are you alright?” 

“Yes, Mr Seacombe, Thank you, are you alright?” was my reply. 

It transpired that he, like me, had been busy looking in the shop windows to his right. 

Having established to each other’s satisfaction that no permanent damage had been done to 

either of us we passed on our ways. 

 

3. The desert handshake 

I had spent two weeks walking the 200km across the Gibson Desert in Australia with 17 

camels and 10 other cobbers (people). When we arrived at the extreme southern edge of 

the desert, we were met by a truck driven by a young man who had brought his fiancé with 

him. As I shook hands with her our joint greeting, “Hi!”, was distinctly British.  So, she 

asked the inevitable question, “Where are you from, in the UK?” 

“Cheltenham,” my reply. 

“Well, that’s funny I went to St John’s School, in Cheltenham!” 

After 9,500 miles and 200 km across scrub and sand desert, a hand shake from a fellow 

Cheltonian!!!! 

 

4. What big horns you have Grandpa! 

We, as a family were on a two-week canoe trip deep in Algonquin Park in Ontario, Canada.  

This involved many portages, where we had to carry our canoes and all our kit between 

lakes. The kit, a considerable amount for a two-week unsupported trip, was transported in 
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tump sacks, a typical indigenous North American canvas bag without shoulder straps but 

with just a forehead strap. Strong neck muscles are required! 

On one such portage my daughter, Jo, had a heavy sack strapped to her forehead requiring 

a ‘head forward, eyes to the ground system of walking’.  At one 

point on a narrow trail deep in the back woods of the park she 

was stopped by a large pair of hooves, firmly planted in the 

middle of the track, gradually, easing upwards, she encountered 

a large pair of padded knees, upwards a sturdy furry chest; 

grasping the strap with her hand she risked a higher look, there 

to observe a large bulbous nose and higher still well above her 

head, a huge pair of antlers, with blades some 30cm across.  A 

Moose, probably judging by its size, yes a male, who having 

observed her carefully, gave a derisory snort and crashed off 

into the undergrowth. 

 

5. Hostel 

When my daughter Justine was on a world trip with a friend they arrived in Los Angeles 

where they booked into a Youth Hostel, were given a dormitory number and on entering 

the dormitory exclaimed, “Hello, Steve. What are you doing here?” 

It was a lad they often met in the Gas Night Club here in Cheltenham! 

 

6. Picked up 

When my sister, Jen, was 3 years old and we lived in Oxford, she was walking with my 

mother across the quadrangle alongside the Sheldonian Theatre, when she ran ahead past a 

group of men deep in discussion.  

She tripped and fell.  A small, charming, man, stepped forward from the group and picked 

her up, checked that she was alright; dusted her down, and returned her to her mother.  

The man:  King Hussein of Jordan. 

John Moles 

 

 

 

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine 

The astute readers may have noticed one small but subtle change in the magazine this 

month.  I’ve managed to solve something which has been bugging me a long time. 

I offer a small prize to the first reader to tell me what this one change may be. 

Brian Wood   
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GOLD CUP WEEK AT ST NICOLAS 

We welcomed many visitors to Cheltenham 

during the Cheltenham Festival, 12 – 15 

March 2024. 

The Car-Parking team, led by Brian 

Frodsham, had some fine weather whilst 

outside.  Margaret Compton and the ladies 

were kept busy providing refreshments in the 

St Nicolas Hall.  Their efforts helped produce 

valuable funds for the church. 

The excessive rain in the previous weeks 

prevented us from making the best use of the 

field for parking.  The new extension of the 

carpark proved its worth. 

  

  

Brian Wood  
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QUIZ EVENING AT ST NICOLAS HALL 

Saturday 23 March 2024 

 

After an absence of 4 years Michael and Noel Brick prepared a Quiz Evening for us all in 

St Nicolas Hall.  It is fair to say more people turned up than were expected and the evening 

was a great success.  What was pleasing to the organisers was that most people 

participating were not members of our church. 

Standing at the rear in this photo is Janet Ford as she calls out the winning ticket numbers 

in the raffle. 

Pictured below is The Odd Ones, the winning team in the Quiz, recognisable by those who 

attend St Lawrence,  (“Only by half a point,” says the team which came second, and “Only 

by one point,” says the team that came third!  It was that close.  Another team which did 

not do as well came away with useful prizes! 

The surplus money raised was divided between St Nicolas Church and CCP. 

Well done all, and Thankyou to Michael and Noel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Wood   
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1st Prestbury Scout Group  

1st Prestbury Scout Group play a key part in the local community providing life changing 
opportunities for young people locally, and have done so for over 100 years.  

We rely on people like you playing their part to give young people opportunities to dream 
big, give it a go, and build skills for life. 

You don’t need to be Bear Grylls to volunteer. We’re looking for people to help out in all 
sorts of ways in our meeting place and behind the scenes. At the moment, we’d especially 
love some help with setting up a second Scout troop for 10 – 14 year-olds.  

We currently provide sessions for over 140 young people each week aged between 4 and 
18, and we would love to expand our team so we can engage with more young people in 
and around Prestbury and Cheltenham.  

Whether you want to support young people or you’re more comfortable planning an 
adventure from the side-lines, we’ve got a role for you. 

Scouts happens when a lot of us give a little. You’re not signing up for a lifelong 
commitment – just to help out, when and where you can. 

And volunteering is a two-way street. Research shows that it can improve wellbeing and 
help to build career-boosting skills. Let us know you’re interested, and we’ll give you any 
support and training you need to let your skills shine. 

If you’ve got bright ideas or questions, please get in touch by emailing 
GSL@1stPrestbury.org.uk 

Chris Whisker 

Group Lead Volunteer 

1st Prestbury Scout Group (Registered Charity: 267798) 

 

 

 

BOOK REVIEW 

THE BALLAD OF THE WHITE HORSE 

G K CHESTERTON 

This is a review not of a book or novel but of an Epic poem.  I came across it about 20 

years ago.  You can download it as a free PDF from the Internet or listen to it on YouTube 

as a Libravox recording (about 2 hours).  The narrative covers Alfred’s victories over the 

Danish Great Army led by Guthrum.  I come from the Viking north which has long 

disappeared into the past.  At the time of Alfred, Cheltenham was on the west of the new 

Mercian Wessex combination. 

There are three central themes interwoven in the story.  Firstly, the White Horse (of 

Uffington) itself, which is seen as an indicator of how well the country is being looked after.  

The second is the Christian God of Rome which has been espoused by the Anglo-Saxons 

and how people are inspired to live their lives.  The third thread which runs through the 

mailto:GSL@1stPrestbury.org.uk
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whole story is of how Alfred deals with the various defeats until the battles which drive 

Guthrum beyond the Thames and to convert. 

It is not a true history in that it is not a fully accurate interpretation of the events which 

may or not have occurred.  However, it is a poetical representation of the various stories 

which are part of the collective memory of Wessex. 

On the one hand it is Boys Own rewriting of the history of Alfred’s fight against the Danish 

invasion.  On the other hand it is an interesting insight into male psychology and also 

English values. 

It starts by setting the scene of ancient Britain (before it was England). 

Before the gods had made the gods 

And seen the sunrise pass 

The white horse of the White Horse Vale 

Was cut out of the grass 

After the Saxons settle in Wessex, heathen Vikings invade their Christian lands.  Defeated 

Alfred retreats to the refuge in Athelney and sees a vision of the Mother of God as a free 

person and asks her what will happen when their last sword is broken and all they have is a 

ruined cross.  She imparts that things will get worse, yet leaves him with an inner vision of 

hope. 

I tell you naught for your comfort, 

Yea, naught for your desire, 

Save that the sky grows darker yet 

And the sea rises higher 

Do you have joy without a cause, 

Yea, faith without a hope? 

With this inner Christian vision, Alfred rebuilds an army from the remnants of the men of 

Wessex reflecting the diversity of its historical formation from Welsh Celts to Roman 

townsmen.  

In Book 3 Alfred takes his harp and goes unknown into the camp of Guthrum’s Great 

Army.  The heathen lords sing their songs of war, death and conquest.  Alfred responds in 

verse that it is better to die a free Christian life than for the empty pagan darkness. 

We have more lust again to lose 

Than you to win again. 

For our God hath blessed creation, 

Because it is only Christian men 

Guard even heathen things 

Following the episode of the Burning of the cakes, the army gathers by Egbert’s stone and 

attacks the Great Army in the shadow of the White Horse.  In the ensuing battle all his 

best men are lost and they are split and driven back.  Alfred rallies the remnant who decide 

that it is better to die as free men than live in servitude.  They make one last charge which 

defeats the Danes. 

The ending emphasises the importance of small things in life, epitomised in the continual 

need to keep the White Horse free of weeds and constant vigilance. 
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There are various morality stories in the poem; religious, personal and political.  These 

mythical stories go to the heart of English character and values.  They include the Magna 

Carta, Wycliffe, the Glorious Revolution, Chartism and many other turning points in 

history.  The Saxon ethic was never fully destroyed by the Normans.  The world is now a 

different place; however, new people are seeking to come here and share the freedom 

element of this identity.  So the myth moves on. 

 Malcolm Stebles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK REVIEW  

A TERRIBLE KINDNESS  

Jo Browning Wroe 

This engaging book is the debut novel of the author. It is set in the second half of 20th 

century which makes it easy to relate to the elements of the story, both the historically 

accurate and the fictional. 

The moving first chapters introduce the central character William who, at the age of 19, 

has recently qualified as an embalmer. While he is celebrating his achievement, the terrible 

news comes through of a disaster in the Welsh mining village of Aberfan, where, in 1966, a 

school and much of the village was buried by the slippage of a slag heap, the coal mine 

waste, killing 116 children and 28 adults. 

There is a call for embalmers to help, and William has no hesitation about volunteering. 

The “terrible kindness” which William and his fellow volunteers provide for the people of 

the village has given me an insight into this important and sensitive profession, and the 

writing is eloquently expressive. The emotional events he experiences have a huge effect on 

William and his future and bring back memories of his difficult past.  

The novel then goes back into William’s school and college days and thoughtfully relates 

the many events which shape him both before and after the tragedy he has witnessed. 

Throughout there is an emphasis on his love for music and talent for singing which is very 

special. His family relationships and friendships are explored with descriptions of grief, 

misunderstanding and frustration, finally resolving with warmth, healing and hope.  

Wendy Price 
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Forthcoming Events 

Cheltenham Art Club Spring Exhibition  

Wednesday 3rd to Tuesday 9th April 

Gardens Gallery Montpellier Cheltenham 

This is a great venue for club members to showcase their work and an opportunity for 

people to enjoy themselves seeing the work on display. We have had several new members 

join since our last exhibition so even a greater variety of work to be exhibited. 

There will be around ninety works of art for sale in a variety of media and styles from 

traditional to experimental to contemporary, from the quite large to fairly small pieces. A 

fabulous selection of original cards will also be available. 

Our stewards will be most pleased to welcome you so please do call in. Browse the 

exhibition, vote for your favourite painting, chat to our stewards. There will also be a 

membership offer for anyone who might be interested. 

Jill Hammond 

 

 

Bereavement Friendship Group 

We will be in Prestbury Library on  Monday, 15 April  2.15 - 4pm.  

If you have lost a loved one and would like to talk to others in a similar situation, please 

come along. You will be most welcome, whether you are new or have come before. 

Light refreshments will be provided. 

Marion Povey 

 

 

Welcome on Wednesday 

Wednesday, 17 April at 2.30pm in the 

St Nicolas Room. There will be home-made 

cakes, tea or coffee for £2 and the chance to meet 

friends and have a friendly chat. So please come 

along, maybe bringing a neighbour? 

 

 

Sunday Club at St Mary’s 

We are now able to hold Sunday club on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month, within 

the 11 o’clock service. Children aged (about) three years and upwards are very welcome to 

join us for stories, prayer, music, discussion and crafts. Visiting families and friends are of 

course very welcome too! For more information contact Helen 07814 638990 

Helen Mann  
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Musica Vera Concert     

Saturday 20 April in St Mary’s Church 

Musica Vera’s spring concert charts a course over the Channel to mark the anniversary of 

the death of Gabriel Fauré – but without including his Requiem! There will be a mixture of 

sacred and secular music by Fauré and some of his compatriots, including Saint-Saens, 

Franck and Gounod. Fauré was a prolific composer of solo songs, and we will pay homage 

to this by performing choral arrangements of two of his solo songs, as well as a choral 

version of Edward Elgar’s 1899 song cycle, Sea Pictures. This is most frequently heard as a 

piece for solo mezzo-soprano and orchestra, but has been arranged for choir and piano by 

Donald Frazer. The version retains all the beauty and drama of Elgar’s original songs, but 

with the added colour of a full choral texture. So, do join us in St Mary’s Prestbury on the 

20th of April for what promises to be an evening of beautiful music making! 

 

 

 

Cheltenham Philharmonic Orchestra   

Sunday 21st April at 3.00pm  

in Princess Hall, Cheltenham Ladies College 

Music of Triumph 

Conducted by Stephen Belinfante   Leader Sue Belinfante 

The orchestra is pleased to present an exciting concert of dramatic music specially chosen 

to celebrate our conductor’s 70th birthday. 

Shostakovich  Festive Overture 

Strauss Suite from Der Rosenkavalier 

Shostakovich Symphony No 5 

The concert will be held in the splendid venue of the Princess Hall at Cheltenham Ladies 

College, Bayshill Road, GL50 3EP 

Tickets £18, students £9, under 18, free available from www.ticketsource.co.uk/cheltphilorch 

or at the door on concert day 

We look forward to welcoming you to a thrilling afternoon of music. 

Wendy Price 
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Notice of Prestbury APCM –   Sunday 21st April 2024 

The Annual Meeting of Parishioners, which begins at 3.00 pm on Sunday 21st April, at 

St Nicolas’ church, is a short meeting to elect Churchwardens:  two for St Mary’s and 

two for St Nicolas’.  Candidates must be nominated and seconded before the meeting 

begins and nomination lists will also be displayed on the notice boards of both 

churches.  Anyone who lives within the parish or who is on the church electoral roll may 

attend and vote at this meeting. 

 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will follow the Annual Meeting of Parishioners.  

This is a chance to come to hear a review and reports of what has taken place during the 

last year, together with plans for the future and an opportunity to ask questions. 

At the meeting, elections to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) take place.  Nominations 

for PCC members will be displayed on the notice boards of both churches for at least the 

two Sundays prior to the meeting.  Candidates must be proposed and seconded by a 

person who is on the Electoral Roll of the parish, and they should also have been asked if 

they are willing to stand. 

Stella Caney, PCC Secretary 

 

 

 

Prestbury Local History Society 

Our talk on April 22 will be by Hilary S Scott 

and will tell us about the history of Coronation 

Road. You may already have noticed the 

interesting inscription on the Post box at the 

end of the road. We will ensure that the sound 

system is working well. We meet as usual in 

the Wl Hall at 7:30pm, the talk will be 

followed with complimentary tea or coffee and 

biscuits.  

Tony Noel Chairman PLHS 

 

 

Plants and Cakes Sale 

Saturday 11 May  2pm   at St Nicolas        
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TIMES OF REGULAR CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary’s Church, Prestbury 

Sunday  0800 Said Eucharist 

 1st Sunday 0930 Breakfast Celebrate! – All-age worship 

  Other Sundays 0900 Breakfast Celebrate!   at Infant School 

  1100 Sung Eucharist 

 1st Sunday 1830 Evening Prayer at Capel Court  

 2nd Sunday 1830 Benediction  

 Other Sundays 1830 Evening Prayer  

Thursday  1030 Said Eucharist 

St Nicolas Church, Prestbury 

Sunday  0930 Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday  1000 Said Eucharist 

All Saints Church, Pittville 

Sunday  0800 Said Mass 

  1030 Sung Mass 

 1st & 3rd Sunday 1730 Choral Evensong and Benediction 

 Other Sundays 1730 Evening Prayer and Benediction 

Wednesday  1830 Said Mass 

Thursday  1115 Said Mass 

Friday  1200 Said Mass 

Saturday 1st Saturday 1000 Said Mass for Our Lady of Walsingham 

St Lawrence Church, Swindon Village 

Sunday 1st Sunday 1030 Together @ 1030 

  1830 Holy Communion 

 2nd Sunday 0915 BCP Holy Communion 

  1830 Evening Prayer 

 Other Sundays 0915 Holy Communion 

  1830 Evening Prayer 

St Mary Magdalene Church, Elmstone Hardwicke 

Sunday 1st Sunday 1045 Holy Communion 

 2nd Sunday 1045 Family Service (no communion) 

 3rd Sunday 1045 BCP Holy Communion 

 4th Sunday 1045 Family service (no communion) 

 5th Sunday 1045 Celtic Communion 

Wednesday   2nd Wednesday 1900 Celtic Communion 

Thursday 4th Thursday 1900 Celtic Communion 

 

A Sunday Service is streamed on the internet  

from St Nicolas at 09:30  or  from All Saints at 10:30.  
These and other services are recorded so may be accessed later on the team’s YouTube page - 

https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/streams  

https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/streams


 

 

Parish Directory continued 

Children’s Work 

Linda Biggs 510856 

   linda.biggs@prestbury.net 

Safeguarding Officer 

Linda Biggs 07769 581822 

Parish Magazine 

Editor: (vacancy)  contact 515941 

   magazine@prestbury.net 

Advertising: Richard Johnson 07535 417828 

   advertising@prestbury.net 

St Mary’s C of E (VA) Schools 

Executive Head Teacher : Mr Matt Ferris 

Junior School:  244387 

Infant School:  244054 

Hall Letting 

Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane 239590 

   prestbury.hall@prestbury.net 

St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane  

   hallhire@northchelt.org.uk 

Parish Giving Scheme 

76 Kingsholm Road, 

Gloucester GL1 3BD 0333 002 1260 

   info@parishgiving.org.uk 

 

 

Copy Dates and Themes for Future Magazines 2024 

 Issue Copy Date Theme 

 May Sunday 14 April Food 

 June Sunday 12 May Drink 

 July Sunday 16 June Monarchs 

 August Sunday 14 July History 

 September Sunday 11 August Party 

 October Sunday 15 September Comedy 

 November Sunday 13 October Folly 

 December Sunday 10 November Excitements 

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine is usually published on the last Sunday of the month. The copy 

date is usually the Sunday 2 weeks before this, but there may be scope for some flexibility. 

Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’ 

2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN 

or preferably by email to magazine@prestbury.net 

 

May 2024 Magazine    Theme: Food 

Please send copy by Sunday 14 April 2024 

or soon after  
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