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COME AND JOIN US 

   Come and join us, come and join us here at Capel Court.  

   Come and join our happy throng. It’s all that you have sought.  

  Half of us cannot hear a thing, half of us cannot see,  

  and half have lost our memory or cannot chew our tea.  

  A variety of pushers aid our progress round the place  

  as we help each other out on our pilgrimage of grace.  

   Happy, holy Capel Court. We are a merry throng,  

   and NOTHING is compulsory. Come and join us before long.  

  Anita, multitasking, can sort out all our cares,  

  change batteries in hearing aids and book our taxi fares.  

  Vanda, faithful sidekick, soothes our problems day by day . 

  ‘There don’t you worry now, my love.’ We’re heartened straight away.  

   Come and join us, come and join us here at Capel Court.  

   Come and join our happy throng. It’s all that you have sought.  

  Our man, Den, is sitting on his own killer machine  

  beheading all the daisies. You can almost hear them scream.  

  Our gardener, Chris, is busy growing veggies on his plot,  

  and if you ask him nicely, he’ll help move your largest pot.  

   Happy, holy Capel Court. We are a merry throng,  

   and NOTHING is compulsory. Come and join us before long.  

  Chair exercises twice a week are supervised by Keith.  

  Stretch up two three four! Dear oh dear, I’ve swallowed my false teeth.  

  Scrabble is every Tuesday night. As well as helping Barrie, Esme is ahead.  

  Oh no, we’re not competitive. (I’ve got the Q and Zed.)  

   Come and join us, come and join us here at Capel Court.  

   Come and join our happy throng. It’s all that you have sought.  

  Our carers come in every day, while Ryan cleans our flats.  

  We cultivate our patios and welcome dogs and cats.  

  Roger, our representative, will show you round, assist,  

  and if you tip him handsomely, he’ll move you up the list.  

   Happy, holy Capel Court. We are a merry throng,  

   and NOTHING is compulsory. Come and join us before long. 

  

Joan Copeland  

Capel Court  

March 2022 

 

 

This month’s theme is COMEDY 
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COMIC TURNS AND COMEDY GOLD 

 

 

Scene from Yes, Minister 

 

‘My way of joking is to tell the truth. It’s the funniest joke in the world.’ 

George Bernard Shaw in John Bull’s Other Island  (1907) 

 

The early 1960s were a heady time for comedy and satire. Deference seemed to be in 

marked decline and a generation of young men and women was emerging with pointed 

humour and irreverent mockery. There was Beyond the Fringe (1960) with Alan Bennett’s 

parody of a sermon, Private Eye (1961) with its lampooning of Supermac, Wilson & Co and 

then the impudent topical Saturday night feast of TW3, That Was the Week That Was 

(1962). Peter Sellers satirised Lennie Goonigan and the first LP I bought (for 42 shillings and 

sixpence) was At the Drop of a Hat by Flanders and Swann. Meanwhile, on recordings from 

America came the songs and mordant wit of Tom Lehrer and sharp monologues by the 

comedian Bob Newhart.  

Even in non-specialist English, taught by the brilliant young Mr Meredith, we were handed a 

little pink-and-black-covered textbook published by Hutchinson and called Comedy by 

L.J.Potts, with examples drawn widely in English Literature from Chaucer and Austen to 

Wilde and Shaw. It said that comedy was a matter of tone and approach. We were taught 

that, by and large, the comic writer relished human faults and foibles, whereas the satirist 

desired to mock, correct and eliminate moral failings.  

I still have an enduring taste for comic writing and for some comic novelists in particular 

such as Evelyn Waugh, early Kingsley Amis, and David Lodge. But each of these novelists 

has a distinctly serious side and, for me, it is sometimes vital for comedy to have some 
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hinterland which implies its opposites, namely pathos, sorrow or even tragedy. According 

to Horace Walpole, Life is a comedy to those who think but a tragedy to those who feel.   

Some friends enjoy the amusing world and wordplay of P.G.Wodehouse: ‘Slice him where 

you like, a hellhound is always a hellhound.’… 

‘Intoxicated? The word did not express it by a mile. He was oiled, boiled, fried, plastered, 

whiffled, sozzled, and blotto.’ 

Much though I relish Wodehouse in quotation, I have not yet developed an enthusiasm for 

his blithe fictional world. Where should I begin? 

It is received wisdom that it is generally much easier to write about tragedy than about 

comedy. And yes, in my experience, it’s true. Students generally find it easier to write 

perceptively about the emotional depths of Othello and its villain Iago than the multiple 

ironies and emotional complexities of Twelfth Night and A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

Shakespeare’s comedies are of course one of the enduring delights of our culture. Indeed, I 

enjoy comic playwrights from Aristophanes to Stoppard, taking in Oscar Wilde and the 

best of GBS. I am told that The Play that Goes Wrong is currently the longest-running 

comedy in the West End. 

Similarly, some sit-coms on TV have provided much mirth and entertainment over the 

years, from Dad’s Army, ’Allo ’Allo (‘Good moaning’), Porridge and Fawlty Towers to Yes, 

Minister and Yes, Prime Minister. As Jim Hacker says, ‘It’s the people’s will. I am their leader. 

I must follow them.’ Meanwhile, Sir Humphrey Appleby confides: ‘We write him a speech 

that makes him nail his trousers to the mast. Then he can’t climb down.’ Comedy tends to 

date but it’s a surprise just how well those character-based TV comedies wear. Comedy 

Gold indeed.  

From time to time, I have even considered compiling a personal anthology of humorous 

writing but it would be too big and too expensive to publish. Funny poems and light verse 

are often dismissed as lacking edge and seriousness but they can and often do have a sharp 

point. Among the many comic poets, I would certainly find room for W.S.Gilbert, Roger 

McGough and Wendy Cope, for example. 

Words and laughter are often weapons against dogmatic ignorance, pomposity and 

authoritarianism. The comic truth is a safety valve against oppressively heavy seriousness, as 

connoisseurs of comedy and comedians know well. Any brief article on comedy should 

leave the reader in a better or more benign mood. However, the explication of a joke can 

kill its effect. As E.B. White said, ‘Analysing humour is like dissecting a frog. Few people are 

interested and the frog dies.’ So I shall simply end with Bob Monkhouse saying, ‘Everybody 

laughed when I first told them I wanted to be a comedian – well, they’re not laughing now.’ 

Duncan Forbes 
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Comedy 

My dictionary defines comedy (the theme for this month’s article) as, among other things 

“the humorous aspect of life or of events”. That suits me well for I have spent all my life 

portraying just that which has been great fun and extremely rewarding. 

After leaving school just before my 15th birthday I joined the firm of Architects to 

St Mary’s Church Prestbury, as a trainee, a job I really enjoyed. After a few months and 

earning 5/- a week I discovered the boy senior to me was, after three years, only earning 

15/- a week so I handed in my notice and left - without telling my parents (who had 

secured the job for me). 

Then, still aged 15, I applied for the job of artist with guide-book publishers, Ed.J.Burrows. 

At the interview Mr Burrows scanned the sketch I had made of the grandstand at 

Cheltenham Racecourse, handed it back to me saying “come back when you have learned 

to draw”.  I now wish I had kept the drawing that I considered a masterpiece instead of 

throwing it on a fire.  

It was now a case of third time lucky. I was a 15¾ year old with some experience of job 

seeking. When interviewed for the position of draughtsman with Spirax-Sarco I took with 

me the very detailed plans and elevations of St Mary’s that I had made for my architectural 

employers as proof of my capabilities. As an afterthought I added a book of caricatures of 

racing personalities to my rather skinny portfolio.  These I had copied from drawings by 

“The Tout”, a well-known (in the racing world) artist of the day. 

My interview by Lionel Northcroft, founder and head of Spirax went so: – “Do you know 

what we do?” “No, Sir!” “Let me see what you have to show me.” I handed him my 

drawings. He pondered over the racing characters but made no comment. “How much do 

you want me to pay you?” “My father said I should accept no less than £3 a week.” “Go 

home and tell your father we shall pay you £5. When can you start?” “Now, Sir,” I replied 

excitedly. 

With a twinkle in his eye, Northcroft said “Come back this afternoon.” My immediate boss 

was a man called Roland Hall. He was a good engineer, draughtsman and caricaturist who 

was nicknamed “Vinegar Joe” by Northcroft because most of his drawings of the staff were 

somewhat unkind. I had been with the firm for 14 years when in the middle of the night 

and during a violent thunderstorm, Vinegar Joe had a heart attack and died. 

Shortly afterwards Lionel Northcroft issued me with a “See Me!” I duly reported and was 

told to take over Hall’s job of Company Artist, the main task of which was to illustrate the 

firm’s house magazine with cartoons and caricatures. This publication was a 30-page 

monthly, 50% technical and 50% social and was distributed worldwide.  It is no secret that 

my work was pretty poor to start with but with Northcroft’s encouragement it began to 

improve. Without his insistence I would have given up. I remembered my first interview 

and the words “Come back when you’ve learned to draw” and made a determined effort to 

improve.  I also remembered at my Spirax interview Northcroft taking more interest in my 

drawings of racing personalities and the plans of Prestbury Church. He must have seen a 

spark of something and made a mental note. 

As my work improved, I began to farm it into the racing industry with success. Racing was 

my over-riding interest and in 1967, Stratford Racecourse, wanting to increase club 
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membership (a guaranteed annual income) from the existing 200 to 500, formed an 

Entertainments Committee. This was to organise racecourse twinnings, stable visits, 

seminars, dinner dances and cocktail parties for anyone joining the racecourse as an annual 

member. I offered my services and together with my wife Pam was elected onto the 

committee. Immediately I was immersed in the design of Christmas Cards, invitations, 

posters, racecard covers and all manner of artwork, including caricatures, eventually 

becoming chairman and press officer extolling the virtues of membership.  Newspaper and 

magazine editors accepted illustrated articles with open arms as all this was quite new to 

racing and, importantly, they didn’t have to pay for any of the copy. The more work I did 

the better it became which benefited both Spirax-Sarco and the racing industry. With so 

much press coverage of my artwork it was an ideal preparation for what was to come later. 

After three years Stratford membership reached its target of 500 and in five years 

exceeded 1200.  In 1972 Stratford was voted Racecourse of the Year, beating the likes of 

Cheltenham, Ascot, Aintree, Newmarket and York, solely because of its innovations.  

More and more cartooning ensued on the racing front and at Spirax I became editor, 

illustrator and chief contributor of their house magazine doing, more or less, the same as 

for the racing industry, all the time improving drawings and input as month followed month.  

Now into a good groove I was loving every minute on the drawing board and was firmly 

established in the world of horse racing. Much work was done for racing charities such as 

The Injured Jockeys Fund, and Stable Lads Welfare Trust. The latter staged annual boxing 

tournaments held at the Park Lane Hilton where, in 1986, I was asked to take over the 

design of the programme cover from my cartooning hero Giles.  Original artwork was 

auctioned from the ring before the bouts began and while the 1000 guests, having enjoyed 

their dinner, were sipping their port and puffing at their cigars. The programme covers 

were always caricatures of the guest of honour in some sort of amusing situation. These 

tournaments ended in 2000 and during that time my cover originals made £25,000 for the 

SLWT which made all the effort worthwhile.  Lennox Lewis, the Undisputed World 

Heavyweight Champion, bid £3,600 for his drawing in 1993. He told me afterwards that he 

would have topped any other bid however high it went! 

Of course there have been upsets and one notable failure concerned the pinnacle of racing, 

The Jockey Club. This was when the sport was governed by the aristocracy, all of whom 

gave their services without payment. Unlike today!  Asked to portray all 12 members 

seated round a board-room table I was given head and shoulders photos of each. These I 

drew and the likenesses were good. The work was rejected because I drew them all the 

same height. I made the mistake of not asking who was tall and thin and who was short and 

fat. I also did not know that Lord So-and-So always wore a buttonhole and The Hon This-

and-That was never seen without his bow-tie. With the Spirax job I knew and met all my 

subjects so knew how they dressed and what were their idiosyncrasies. 

I well remember artist Peter Biegel asking for photos of David Nicholson to help him get 

his features right. He was doing work for Whitbreads who sponsored The Mackeson Gold 

Cup at Cheltenham. He sent pencil sketches of the angles he needed because although his 

painting of David’s mount was correct he just could not get the jockey right. These 

sketches by such an eminent artist are treasured, especially with the accompanying letters 

and instructions. 

► 
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◄    In my early days of drawing horses I was told that however good was my portrayal of 

a horse it was no good if I could not draw the human figure as the two were inseparable. 

As my pictures were cartoons and not oil paintings, instead of attending life classes, I 

studied the cartoons of Giles and Barry Appleby and soon developed my own style. 

Father Nick told me the other day that he had seen one of my cartoons. I asked him where 

and he said “at a funeral I was taking at St Mary’s”. Evidently the bereaved had brought with 

them an easel which they placed alongside the coffin in the aisle and on it the framed 

cartoon/caricature of the deceased. It had been one of my tasks at Spirax to make a 

drawing of long-serving employees for the directors to present to the subject on 

retirement. I have no idea how many of these I did when “in harness” at the company but I 

do know that during my own retirement I made no less than 382 for presentations to 

retiring employees worldwide. It pleased me greatly that the mourners at that funeral and 

obviously the deceased valued that artwork so much that it accompanied the subject at his 

funeral service. I am also glad that the service took place at St Mary’s where more of my 

artwork resides. In a chest in the belfry are caricatures of each member of the band of 

ringers (1950s) together with lengthy poems about each and on the ringing chamber wall 

the record of a commemorative peel and ringers participating. Close to the South door is a 

framed “chap-book” used by visitors, made in 1950 and still going strong. 

Unlike Vinegar Joe, I have always tried to make my work fun, and it has been a life-long joy 

to have spent so much time making people happy and charities grateful. 

Here is an interesting one. A friend, many years ago, used to introduce me as Bernard 

Parkin, the photographer”. Invariably they would say “How interesting” and immediately 

turned their backs. One day I have said to my friend “instead of saying photographer say 

cartoonist” which he did. Immediately they would say “Really? How interesting. Tell me 

more!” Good to have two strings to one’s bow, don’t you think? 

Bernard Parkin 
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Marle Hill WI 

As is common for most WIs we do not meet in August, instead we arrange an outing of 

some sort. So, in August there was a trip to Javelin Park, the incinerator that you see if you 

go south on the M5.  It was a very interesting visit. I urge other organisations to try to get 

to see it. It is quite popular and there is a waiting list so get in early. 

There are a lot of do and don’ts for this trip like covering your legs and arms, no mobile 

and we must wear high vis jackets and a hard hat. Our other trip was with Marchant’s 

coaches on an organised visit to the Wye Valley with a cream tea at Tintern. All very 

enjoyable. 

We continue to enjoy our Book Club, Knit & Natter, walks, workshops, meals out and 

social events. 

We met on Monday 2 September 2024 and our speaker was Dorothy Cook with her tales 

of being a midwife. 

Our next meeting is on Monday 7 October where our speaker will be talking about 

Big Track Trackers. We meet at St Nicolas Church Hall at 7:30pm.  

Do come as a visitor and you will be warmly welcomed.  

If you want any more information contact Sara Jefferies. 

Sue Davies  
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Some Pictures For Harvest  from Helen Mann 
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Sunset over St Mary’s Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the sun was setting over St Mary’s church on Monday 16 September  

Jane Bradbury managed to get this photograph of the colourful glow. 

A few moments later the sunset was gone. 
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VOLUNTEERS' AFTERNOON TEA 

This (now) annual event took place on Sunday 8th September. We broadened the 

invitations to include the whole team, the idea being to acknowledge the work that so 

many people do to maintain our church buildings and church life. As the weather was 

decidedly unsuitable for a garden party, we swapped to inside St Mary's and that seemed to 

work very well. Some 45 people joined us for the bring-and-share meal with cups of tea 

and 'iced tea' that tasted remarkably like Pimms! Thank you for providing such lovely food 

and just for being there, it was good to take time out to simply chat and commune. Thank 

you, also, to those who were able to help set up, serve and clear away afterwards, your 

help was very much appreciated. Fr Nick spoke warmly of his gratitude and appreciation of 

all the work that goes on, often unseen. Stewart and I would like to add our thanks too, it 

is heartwarming to see so many people giving of their time and talents, we simply could not 

do without you. THANK YOU. 

Helen Mann 
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COMEDY  

I suppose ‘COMEDY’ can be a word that translates into several meanings! It can refer to a 

play performed on a stage with performers acting out parts that can be described as 

‘Farcical’. Then there is a COMEDY Sketch which probably comes under the above heading 

of a ‘Play’. 

Thirdly, there is the brand of COMEDY that is portrayed by a person(s) standing on a stage 

and telling the audience funny stories and jokes, some of which can make one laugh. 

I recall my parents listening in to the radio when I was quite young and all of a sudden one 

or both would chuckle or burst out laughing. I would look up from reading my ‘Beano’ 

Comic and ask, ‘What are you laughing at?’ One of them would say, ‘We are listening to a 

COMEDY on the Radio’. I didn’t bother to enquire what a COMEDY was ‘cos I was more 

interested in reading the latest instalment of ‘Desperate Dan’... he was the big chap who 

used a telegraph pole as a tooth pick! I think he was in the ‘Beano’ or maybe the ‘Dandy’. 

Then COMEDY is related to the word ‘Comedian’. When I was at Junior School there was 

a boy in our class named David Scott, a nice boy I thought. One day, our class Teacher, 

Miss Twiselton, lost her cool with the said boy. I thought she dealt with him a wee bit 

harshly. She shouted out across the room, ‘You are a Comedian!!!’ I don’t recall what he 

had said to her, it’s too long ago. Miss T (all our teachers were ‘Miss’) was famous for a 

particular expression. If one of the class was a bit slow answering a question, usually 

arithmetic, she used to shout at the top of her voice, ‘A blind man on a galloping horse can 

see that.’ We got quite used to her quotes. As teachers went, she was quite attractive. 

Back to the word ‘Comedian’, when I went home that night, I asked my Mother, ‘What’s a 

Comedian?’ I have no idea what her answer was, it’s too long ago.  

Soon after this episode, the radio was on and guess what, I heard the word ‘Comedian’ 

mentioned; in fact it was none other than Tommy Handley; don’t worry if you have never 

heard of him. I had learned another new word to add to my infant vocabulary.  

A year or so ago someone said to me, ‘Where have all the comedians gone?’ I said, ‘What 

do you mean?’ to which my friend said, ‘Don’t be thick, Nigel’. 

Suddenly it dawned on me. Yes, thought I, there used to be many COMEDY experts aka 

Comedians to watch and listen to on the media and as if by a swipe of the hand, they are 

not around anymore. Just ponder: Ken Dodd, Bob Monkhouse, Tony Hancock, Elsie & 

Doris Waters, Harry Secombe, Tommy Cooper, Morecombe & Wise, Benny Hill, Jimmy 

Edwards and lots, lots more. What one person liked another didn’t and so on....  

My memory recalls a joke that Jimmy Edwards used to repeat on his shows. He usually 

bought a euphonium or similar very large brass musical instrument onto the stage which, if 

you were lucky, he would actually blow a few notes. He used to give a blast on the 

instrument and say, ‘When I am performing at Runcorn, if I play this thing sufficiently 

loudly, they open the swing bridge over the canal’. Haa... Haa.. 

Whilst working up north at a Trade Show at Harrogate, we were invited to attend a show 

which I believe was staged at Newby Hall a stately hall near Ripon. It was a one-man show 

put on by none other than Ken Dodd. 



Prestbury Parish Magazine  October 2024 

~ 15 ~ 

I really admired that man; he must have possessed one of the most prolific memories 

known to man. His show commenced at about 9.00 pm. Most of the assembled company 

were therefore able to slake their thirst, if that is what you call supping pints of top-quality 

Tetley’s Bitter! Thus, the mood was a relaxed one when on to the Baronial Stage comes 

the King of Knotty Ash, a suburb to the east of central Liverpool. He was dressed in his 

trademark ‘Noddy Hat’ which is good for a laugh to start the evening ball rolling. Most of 

my readers are familiar with the K D routine. He started his diatribe at that point and 

continued nonstop for about 2 hours. We broke at that point in the COMEDY act because 

dear KD must have been in dire need of a drink or a bite. Some half an hour later he was 

back on stage; from then onwards it was nonstop COMEDY and the show eventually broke 

up at about 3.00 am, yes really. 

I have yet to witness such a stupendous one-man COMEDY act. The man must have had a 

memory of an elephant if that is an appropriate description. He did sing a few songs, all 

well-known pieces, and he sang in tune!  

I now know what a COMEDIAN is! 

Nigel Woodcock 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL SOULS AT ST MARY'S 

We will be celebrating All Souls’ Day on Sunday 27th October within the usual pattern of 

Sunday services. This year (during the 11 o'clock Eucharist) we will be reading out the 

names of all those for whom we have conducted funerals over the last four years. Also, in 

the weeks ahead of All Souls there will be a prayer tree in the welcome area for anyone to 

add a card to commemorate loved ones. These names will not be read out individually but 

will be prayed for generally. 

Helen Mann 
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Forthcoming Events 

 

ALL SAINTS FLOWER GUILD 

HARVEST COFFEE MORNING 

SATURDAY 5th OCTOBER—10.00am – 12.00 

Please join us for coffee and cake and help us decorate the church for Harvest. 

If you would like to bring some flowers/foliage from your garden to add to the posies we 

would be delighted for you to do so - otherwise everything needed will be provided. 

Donations of produce, preserves, cakes or plants for our produce stall will be most 

welcome. 

  

 

THE THREE STRANGERS BY THOMAS HARDY 

ADAPTED AND PERFORMED BY ADRIAN PALMER 

ST MARY’S, OCTOBER 5th , 7:15 pm 

(following our bring-and-share Harvest Supper at 6 pm) 

On a stormy night, three travellers arrive at an isolated cottage. Why is the first abroad so 

late? What’s the trade of the second that leaves a mark on his customers? And why is the 

third so terrified? 

Fresh from the Edinburgh Fringe, Adrian brings his unique performance of a classic piece of 

literature to St Mary’s. Tickets are only £5 and are available from the church shop (Dearly 

Pre-Loved) or at Sunday services from one of the church wardens. 

  

 

Celebrating Harvest Together 

Saturday 5th October 2024 

Harvest Supper, 6:30pm @ St Mary Magdalene 

Tickets are £12.50 and available from Ian Richings on 07771 792865 

ianrichings8591@hotmail.co.uk 
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Sunday 6th October 2024 

 

ST NICOLAS CHURCH 

Service of Thanksgiving for the Harvest    

with Holy Communion 

Sunday 6 October 2024   9:30 

followed by light refreshments and singing in the Hall 

with the Brownies 

All your Harvest Gifts will be taken to  

CCP Caring for Communities and People,  

340 High Street, Cheltenham, GL50 3JF.  

  

 

 

10:45am @ St Mary Magdalene 
Joint Harvest Communion Service   

with St Lawrence, Swindon Village 

  

led by the Bishop of Tewkesbury, Robert Springett.   

Bring-and-share lunch afterwards. 

Any non-perishable donations will be given to the  

Fresh Hope Community Pantry @ St Peter’s Church, Tewkesbury Road 
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Welcome on Wednesday 

Wednesday, 16 October at 2.30pm in the 

St Nicolas Room. There will be home-made 

cakes, tea or coffee for £2 and the chance to meet 

friends and have a friendly chat. So please come 

along, maybe bringing a neighbour? 

 

 

Cheltenham Philharmonic Orchestra Autumn Concert 

Sunday 20 October at 3pm in Princess Hall, Cheltenham Ladies’ College 

Conductor Stephen Belinfante, Leader Sue Belinfante 

Tchaikovsky  Overture Mazeppa 

Tchaikovsky  Violin Concerto  with soloist Diana Galvydyte 

Borodin  Symphony No 2 

Tickets £18, students £9 under 18 Free       www.ticketsource.co.uk/cheltphilorch 

You are invited to join us for this Autumn feast of well-loved music in a wonderful setting. 

All welcome! 

 

 

Bereavement Friendship Group 

We will be meeting in St Mary’s Church, Prestbury  

on Monday, October 21st from 2.15-4pm. (Note our change of venue)  

If you have lost a loved one and would like to talk to others in a similar situation, please 

come along. You will be most welcome, whether you are new or have come before.  

Light refreshments will be provided.  

 Marion Povey 

 

 

ALL SOULS’ DAY  

will be celebrated on Sunday 27th October 
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Friends of St Mary’s Prestbury 

Charity Bridge Evening 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy an evening of social duplicate bridge 

with fun prizes and a convivial atmosphere! 

Complimentary glass of wine on arrival 

Delicious homemade finger food 

Saturday 19th October 2024 

WI Hall, 335 Prestbury Road, Prestbury GL52 3DF 

Doors open at 6.15pm, seated at 6.45pm please 

Tickets £18 from: 

Jim Simons (574031); Richard Johnson (07535 417828); 

David Lyle (tel. 570453) 

ALL BRIDGE PLAYERS WELCOME 

 

 

Service Of Light and A Light-Party  

Thursday 31st October  at 6pm there will be a service of light and a light-party at 

St Mary's Infant School, designed to steer the children towards the more positive aspects 

of this evening, rather than the secular after-dark activities. Do let me or Fr Nick know if 

you would like to come along to help, it's bound to be a load of fun! 

ALL EVENING, St Mary's church will be open with lights on and no doubt some pleasant 

music playing, plus tasty snacks and hot drinks for the helpers and for anyone who comes 

to the churchyard after dark. We will be inviting them, literally, into the light. It would be 

helpful if you could let me know if you hope to join us, but feel free just to pop along 

anyway. Helen 07814 638990 

Helen Mann  
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TIMES OF REGULAR CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary’s Church, Prestbury 

Sunday  0800 Said Eucharist 

 1st Sunday 0930 Breakfast Celebrate! – All-age worship 

  Other Sundays 0900 Breakfast Celebrate!   at Infant School  

  1100 Sung Eucharist 

 1st Sunday 1830 Evening Prayer at Capel Court  

 2nd Sunday 1830 Benediction  

 Other Sundays 1830 Evening Prayer  

Thursday  1030 Said Eucharist 

St Nicolas Church, Prestbury 

Sunday  0930 Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday  1000 Said Eucharist 

All Saints Church, Pittville 

Sunday  0800 Said Mass 

  1030 Sung Mass 

 1st & 3rd Sunday 1730 Choral Evensong and Benediction 

 Other Sundays 1730 Evening Prayer and Benediction 

Wednesday  1830 Said Mass 

Thursday  1115 Said Mass 

Friday  1200 Said Mass 

Saturday 1st Saturday 1000 Said Mass for Our Lady of Walsingham 

St Lawrence Church, Swindon Village 

Sunday 1st Sunday 1030 Together @ 1030 

  1830 Holy Communion 

 2nd Sunday 0915 BCP Holy Communion 

  1830 Evening Prayer 

 Other Sundays 0915 Holy Communion 

  1830 Evening Prayer 

St Mary Magdalene Church, Elmstone Hardwicke 

Sunday 1st Sunday 1045 Holy Communion 

 2nd Sunday 1045 Family Service (no communion) 

 3rd Sunday 1045 BCP Holy Communion 

 4th Sunday 1045 Holy Communion 

 5th Sunday 1045 Holy Communion 

Wednesday   2nd Wednesday 1900 Celtic Evening Prayer 

Thursday 4th Thursday 1900 Celtic Communion 

 

A Sunday Service is streamed on the internet  

from St Nicolas at 09:30  or  from All Saints at 10:30.  

These and other services are recorded so may be accessed later on  

the Team’s YouTube page - 

https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/streams  

https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/streams


 

 

Parish Directory continued 

Children’s Work 

Linda Biggs 01242 510856 

   linda.biggs@prestbury.net 

Safeguarding Officer 

Linda Biggs 07769 581822 

Parish Magazine 

Editor: Brian Wood  01242 515941 

   magazine@prestbury.net 

Advertising: Richard Johnson 07535 417828 

   advertising@prestbury.net 

St Mary’s C of E (VA) Schools 

Executive Head Teacher: Mr Matt Ferris 

   01242 383817 

Hall Letting 

Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane 01242 239590 

   bookings@prestburyhall.com 

St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane  

   hallhire@northchelt.org.uk 

Parish Giving Scheme 

76 Kingsholm Road, 

Gloucester GL1 3BD 0333 002 1260 

   info@parishgiving.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

Copy Dates and Themes for Future Magazines 2024 

 Issue Copy Date Theme 

 November Sunday 13 October Folly 

 December Sunday 10 November Excitements 

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine is usually published on the last Sunday of the month. The copy 

date is usually the Sunday 2 weeks before this, but there may be scope for some flexibility. 

Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’ 

2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN 

or preferably by email to magazine@prestbury.net 

 

October 2024 Magazine    Theme: Folly 

Please send copy by Sunday 13 October 2024 

or soon after  



 

 

BACK PAGE ADVERTISEMENT 


