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FOLLY  

Does Folies Bergère come under that heading? I don’t think so for there was nothing 

foolish about that show which some years ago I had the pleasure of witnessing in a seat so 

close to the stage that the fans the girls were waving about were close enough to keep me 

cool and my temperature normal. However, I have never seen a show of such extravinent 

beauty before or since. Quite magnificent were the tableaux and, being a great fan of the 

artistry of Toulouse-Lautrec, I was enthralled. I’m so glad my hosts included the show when 

opening my eyes to the Paris nightlife seldom seen by tourists as well as all the “must see” 

sights. 

Visits to France and particularly Paris both on the industrial and horseracing fronts became 

quite frequent in the 1970s and 80s and I grew to love the place and its World War II 

history. This was especially so as for many years I worked alongside an engineer who had 

been awarded the Military Cross when serving in the SAS.  He was an especially brave man 

who spent lone expeditions into occupied France blowing up trains et cetera. Had he been 

caught by the Gestapo he’d have had a very hard time as not only was he German by birth 

but he was Jewish. He was a Cambridge boxing blue. 

Likewise Pam and I became very friendly with a little Irish lady, who, before the war, had 

been private nurse to an aristocratic family. One day she was asked to report to 

Mr Churchill and to keep the visit secret. This she did and as a result found herself in 

Churchill’s Secret Army.  Her role was to be taken to France by Lysander (a plane that 

could land and take off in very little space), be met by members of the Resistance and tend 

to the severely wounded of that underground organisation. After a few weeks in hiding and 

patching up her patients she then had to walk five miles in the dark, rainy night to a field 

where, if things went according to plan, she would wait for the Lysander to come to collect 

her.  A very dangerous mission for a 50-year-old, 6-stone but a lady of great faith. When 

she told Pam and me of her wartime experiences she swore us to secrecy. She felt she 

wanted to tell somebody before she died and we were the ones selected. She is buried 

close to the grave of James Horlick in Cowley churchyard.   

Another person with whom we made good friends was General Sir John Hackett who 

commanded the 4th Airborne Division at Arnhem. He and his troops landed by Horsa 

glider (which I like to imagine was made in Cheltenham by my father!). Holed up in a room 

with a platoon of his men, Germans stormed in and machine-gunned all of them. 

Miraculously they missed Sir John who was the only one to survive which he did by feigning 

death.  When he did pass away his widow gave me his Ascot topper to add to my 

collection. 

Incidentally, when much involved with Stratford racecourse we made friends with Arlette 

Gondré whose parents kept the café next to the heavily defended bridge at Arnhem*. She 

told us the story of when she was a little girl sheltering in the basement of their café. Amid 

all the noise outside soldiers burst in and, fearing for their lives, were highly relieved when 

one of them fell over a chair and swore - in English!  Café Gondré was the first house to be 

liberated after Operation Market Garden. When our Parisian friends took Pam and me on 

a week’s tour of Normandy and the beaches, Arnhem and Café Gondré weres included. It 

was wonderful to find that at Arnhem it happened to be the anniversary of the battle and 

the town was full of UK army veterans who were there at the time. Quite memorable and 

extremely jolly it was sitting outside a café drinking beer, listening to the stories to the 
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backdrop of clinking glasses and clashing of medals. When I asked if they served under 

General Hackett and they discovered we were friends, it was they who offered to buy us 

drinks instead of the other way round! (*Arlette was a member of Clairefontein 

Racecourse near Deauvil which was twinned with Stratford.) 

Rudolph Marx and John Hackett with soldiers. Now for the RAF. Neil Chudliegh was a 

fighter pilot, a DFC and Bar and with whom I worked at Spirax-Sarco. He had been shot 

down over France, bailed out, landed in a farmyard and was hidden and his wounds tended 

by the farmer’s daughter who, after the war, he married. “Chud”, when I knew him was a 

bag of nerves, chain-smoked and was never seen without a scarf around his neck, the tell-

tale sign of an RAF pilot. Just like Ralph, Neil never mentioned the war and their exploits 

only came to light during eulogies at the funerals with coffins draped in the Union Flag.   

I became friendly with Henry Franklin through racing. He was an executive with Amoco, 

the American oil company for whom I did lots of artwork. They were prolific sponsors of 

racing at Doncaster, Stratford and Newbury and liked my cartoons of racehorses et cetera. 

This association lasted for several years and Henry was the man responsible for Amoco on 

the racecourse. 

I remember one day at Royal Ascot. I was walking across the winners’ enclosure (at the 

“old” Ascot) and Henry was at the top of the grandstand. He had spotted me below, 

opened the window slightly (they opened only slightly to prevent anyone who had lost a 

fortune from jumping out) and shoved his head through. Then, an almighty roar of 

“Bernard”. People around started looking around them, not upwards, and I wondered how 

many of them had the same name as me! He then delivered his message in the voice 

reminiscent of Dickie Butt, the Regimental Sergeant Major of the Scots Guards. How a man 

with only one lung could bellow like Henry Franklin I know not. 

Henry was in the Royal Navy during the war and in command of a motor torpedo boat. 

One mission was to enter an enemy harbour and wreak havoc among the warships 

sheltering within. This he was able to do but the element of surprise was lost when his 

crew opened fire. As he headed out to safety through the harbour entrance his boat was 

hit and a crew member blown overboard. Safely out of danger he turned his boat around 

and headed back into the barrage of gunfire and was able to rescue the sailor. 

Unfortunately his craft was hit again and caught fire but managed to exit the harbour to 

safety once again. Sadly for Henry his lungs were badly affected by smoke and fumes and 

one lung had to be removed.  When he retired from Amoco he went to live on Bodmin 

Moor and took seriously to birdwatching. A far cry from the fury and horror of war. 

I’m afraid I have been carried away by memories. All I can now say is how privileged I have 

been to have known such heroic men and women, especially growing up with some of 

them when a teenager. 

Folly? Well, I think the folly of war surpasses all other foolish things, don’t you? 

Bernard Parkin 

 

 

This month’s theme is FOLLY 
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Book Review 

‘Patriot’ by Alexei Navalny  

(2024, The Bodley Head, 479 pages, £25) 

If there was ever a book of hope for our times, then ‘Patriot’ is it. Published a few days ago 

on 22nd October, and with many copies available at Hatchards on the Promenade, it is a 

gripping, posthumous story of the triumph of light over dark, and the importance of 

humour in a world of shadows. 

‘Patriot’ is the remarkable autobiography 

of one of the most fearless and inspiring 

figures of our time, who became an 

everlasting flame of hope worldwide and 

the only really enduring challenge to 

Vladimir Putin, achieving astonishing 

electoral success, often only to be denied 

wins by ridiculous bureaucratic 

technicalities. His framed photograph 

stands proudly on the altar in the Good 

Shepherd Chapel at St Mary’s.  

The book tells Alexei Navalny’s life in his 

own words: his growing up in the Soviet 

regime, his political awakening that 

something was seriously not right, his 

romantic wooing of his wife and marriage 

and beloved children and close family. 

Nothing would diminish his total 

commitment to challenging a rotten and 

corrupt regime while all the time never 

losing his deep love of Russia and its 

people; hence the title of his book.  His 

2020 poisoning by the Russian security 

services was news across the world, as 

we all watched his gradual recovery 

abroad. We share from the beginning of the book his comedy at his hallucinatory journey 

through his physical and mental recovery as he is treated by an imaginary Japanese doctor. 

Early this year, Alexei died in a brutal Siberian prison, an event which Alexei sees as grimly 

inevitable. He began writing ‘Patriot’ whilst convalescing from being poisoned. The book 

concludes with his prison diaries, never previously seen or published. 

We witness the growth of his nationwide support. We see and share in the cycle of his 

arrests and egregious harassment and, shockingly, the attempt on his life. Yet we also begin 

to grasp why he knew he had to return to Russia. He will never be beaten down, still less 

crushed. 

‘Patriot’ is the best gift which a Christian could give this Christmas! 

Fr Nick  
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 ‘LORD, WHAT FOOLS THESE MORTALS BE!’  

 

The Exedra at the Rococo Garden, Painswick: a reconstructed folly 

Well, it’s easy enough to remember one’s own acts of folly but they don’t really bear 

talking about here or anywhere. Too revealing and humiliating for publication outside of 

one’s own thoughts and even then the memory of follies past can be banished to the piles 

of shame. It’s much easier and more consoling to scrutinize and relish the folly of others. 

As that flawed and negligent father Mr Bennett flippantly says in Pride and Prejudice; ‘For 

what do we live, but to make sport for our neighbours, and to laugh at them in our turn?’ 

However, as Jane Austen was well aware in that and other novels, Humility and Hindsight 

are great antidotes to foolish pride and blinkered prejudice. 

Fantasy and folly. The idea of folly may seem to involve jollity and frivolity but there is 

sometimes a significant price to paid. The ‘wise man’ in T.S.Eliot’s poem ‘The Journey of the 

Magi’ is afflicted by voices questioning whether the journey was ‘all folly’. 

Despite recognizable triumphs, our nation’s more recent history seems in some ways to 

involve a catalogue of follies. What would you include in that list? Diarist and former MP, 

Chris Mullin was interviewed on the theme of ‘Great Political Disasters’ and I suppose that 

such disasters are really follies writ large. The synonyms for folly cover a range from 

silliness and idiocy to craziness and madness. Writing in 2017, Mullin includes in his 

catalogue of Great British disasters the following: The Balfour Declaration, Indian Partition, 

Suez, the poll tax, Iraq and the Brexit referendum. I note that imperial grandeur and 

partitions lie behind some of these misjudgments, as he sees them.       

As regards the partition of India, he quotes Mountbatten and his words of ‘staggering 

complacency’:  

‘I shall see to it that there is no bloodshed and riot. I am a soldier and not a civilian. Once 

partition is accepted in principle I shall issue an order to see that there are no communal 
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disturbances anywhere in the country. If there should be the slightest agitation, I shall adopt 

the severest measures to nip it in the bud.’ 

Here is folly indeed and it is the folly of imperious or at least vice-regal arrogance, 

ignorance and self-deceit. In Shakespeare’s plays, the Fool is often the wise commentator 

on events, as in King Lear, where Lear’s many royal follies and delusions spring from self-

centred pride and an over-weening vanity which seems almost to drive him demented.  

LEAR: Dost thou call me fool, boy? 

FOOL: All thy other titles thou hast given away; that thou wast born with. 

We sometimes need the jester, joker or comedian to prick our pretensions and bring us 

down to earth. And where would we be without a little fun and frivolity to help us enjoy 

our foolish pleasures and crazy whims? Architecture also has its follies and there is even a 

Folly Fellowship which encourages interest in such whimsical buildings. In this sense, a folly 

is defined as a costly ornamental building with no practical purpose, especially a tower or 

mock-Gothic ruin built in a large garden or park. Stowe, Blenheim, Broadway Tower and 

the Rococo Garden at Painswick all boast fine examples of follies (see above). 

There to remind us are also the words of the song ‘These Foolish Things’: 

        ‘The scent of smould’ring leaves, the wail of steamers 

         Two lovers on the street who walk like dreamers 

         Oh, how the ghost of you clings! 

         These foolish things remind me of you.’ 

And love of course can make fools of us all, certainly in the words of popular songs: Still 

Crazy after all these years. O What a Fool am I. Poor Little Fool. American Fool. A Fool 

Such as I. However, according to the Reverend Julius Hare in Guesses at Truth (1827),  

‘He must be a thorough fool, who can learn nothing from his own folly.’ 

 Duncan Forbes 

  

https://www.allgreatquotes.com/king-lear-quotes-88/
https://www.allgreatquotes.com/king-lear-quotes-88/
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‘Come and join me’ 
The War Memorial in Carterets, in the Haute 

Pyrenees of France, shows a First World War 

French soldier signalling to his friends to come and 

join him.  I have been unable to obtain the number 

of men who joined up but we do know from the 

war memorial that of the approximately 500 males 

of the village, of whom only approximately half 

would have been available for service, 69 men died.  

This is a high attrition rate but roughly equal to the 

attrition rate for France as a whole and 

approximately half that of the British dead. The 

number killed does not of course include those 

wounded; some inevitably with life changing injuries. 

This is a sobering reality and all that Angie and I 

could do was place a British Legion red poppy 

candle at the foot of the memorial, on the 

Centenary of the Armistice. 

John Moles 

 

 

 

Blessings Abound  - but are they valid? 

I have just enjoyed my Covid and Flu jabs down at Stoke Road Surgery. 

As I waited in the queue to go to the “jabbing room” I dropped one of my walking sticks.  

The girl in charge of the queue picked it up for me and I thanked her.  “Bless you” said she 

as she handed it over.  The nurse doing the jabs gave me the Covid booster in my left arm 

and the flu jab in the right. 

Leaving the room, the same stick as before slipped out of my hand and the same girl as 

before retrieved it for me.  I apologised for being so clumsy and, as before, thanked her.  

“Bless you” she replied, once more. 

Passing the waiting queue on the way out I said to a particularly unhappy-looking elderly 

lady who was using a walking-frame, “I hope you are as lucky as me – I’ve had two jabs and 

a couple of Blessings, what more could one wish for?” 

Those within hearing distance fell about laughing, so I considered my good deed for the day 

well and truly done.  I must remember to ask Father Nick if that girl had authority to issue 

Blessings! 

Bernard Parkin 
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Recognising Many Years of Faithful Service 

Two ladies from the St Nicolas congregation were presented with flowers in recognition of 

many years faithful service. 

Ruth Shaw has looked after the vestments used in St Nicolas for over 40 years, one of the 

unseen jobs.  She described this as pressing the chasubles but I know this included the altar 

frontals and the veils used in Passiontide.  Ruth (left) received her bouquet at home on 5th 

October from Linda Biggs. 

Daphne Philpott has been a Bishop’s Visitor to Schools for over 20 years.  This has involved 

her visiting and supporting several schools around Gloucestershire.  For a fuller explanation 

of her role please see the May 2024 issue of this magazine.  Daphne (right) received her 

bouquet in church on 6th October from Linda Biggs. 

Brian Wood 
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November Book (Re)view 

 

With longer evenings for the next few months, an easy access to books will be needed. 

Why not visit the books section of the new Charity Shop in the village High Street? 

There has been a wide genre of books given so we have had to be selective in what we 

keep. Three shelves of novels from authors with one title have been created, and in 

addition there are boxes for authors who have written 2 or more titles so you should be 

able to find a style you like. There is also a large collection of British Library books of 

classic crime writers from the 1920s to 40s.  Adult novels for all tastes. 

Other sections have Cookery, Gardening, Soft Crafts, Structural Crafts, Travel, Education. 

There are plenty of potential Christmas gifts for Children and Teenagers. 

We hope that you will enjoy searching for the novels you choose and the convenient 

camaraderie of the Dearly Pre-loved shop when you visit. There will be a steady turnover 

of the books as new titles are donated. 

David Lyle 
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Bishop Rachel’s visit to Dearly Pre-Loved 

Bishop Rachel visited Dearly Pre-Loved on Friday, September 27. The Bishop was 

extremely impressed with the new Shop – the layout, the wide variety of items for sale, the 

vision, the camaraderie among the 25-strong volunteers and the vital role the Shop is 

playing in the community. She commented: “This is an amazing initiative which has 

community running through it like words through a stick of rock. Well done.” 

Bishop Rachel met several volunteers and had a tour of ‘upstairs’ with Julia to see all that 

goes on behind the scenes and asked lots of questions about the Shop’s daily life. 

 

 

        ▲ Bishop Rachel with Fr Nick….. 

               …… with Julia Martyn-Jones ► 

    …… with Revd Jacqueline & Fr Nick ▼ 
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Harvest Festival Weekend at St Mary’s 

Wow! what a fabulous and joyful occasion. A large number joined us for the bring-and-

share supper on Saturday 5th October with super food, candlelit and decorated tables and 

good company. This was followed by an outstanding performance of Thomas Hardy’s ‘The 

Three Strangers’ by Adrian Palmer. Ably supported with light and sound by Adrian’s 

assistant Clara and Matt Allison. This was storytelling at its best; we were on the edge of 

our seats. 

On Sunday 6th the church was full, buzzing and resplendent 

with the most beautiful floral decorations.  Breakfast 

Celebrate was in church and it was wonderful to see so 

many adults and children joining in with prayer and praise. 

This was followed by an equally large attendance at the 

11am Eucharist, such a moving celebration and we all 

enjoyed Fr. Nick’s interactive sermon on ‘Stone soup’ !  

This year’s donation of harvest goods was in aid of Caring 

for Communities and People. The CCP folk collected 

straight after the service and were overwhelmed with the 

generosity of our congregations and, indeed, our 

continuing support of their food bank throughout the year. 

Thank you all so very much for donating, attending and 

‘making it happen’. 

 

Helen Mann 
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Harvest Festival at St Nicolas with the Brownies 
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36th Cheltenham (St Nicolas) Brownies 60th Birthday! 

During the evening of Wednesday 2 October 2024 our Brownie Pack celebrated their 60th 

Birthday.  They played guess the song at 60 seconds, build the tallest tower in 60 seconds, 

move as many raindrops using a straw in 60 seconds, sang Happy Birthday to Us! and 

finished off with a disco, all organised by Lucky and Glitter Owls. 

The Brownies went home with a special badge designed by Tawny Owl, a slice of Birthday 

cake made by Eagle Owl and an engraved glass made by Barn Owl to help them remember 

the special occasion. 

Karen Walker  
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CALENDAR 

  SUNDAY  October  27 ALL SOULS 

  SUNDAY  November   3 ALL SAINTS 

  SUNDAY  November  10 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

  SUNDAY  November  17 2nd Sunday before Advent 

  SUNDAY  November  24 CHRIST THE KING 

  SUNDAY  December   1 ADVENT SUNDAY 

 

 

 

Service of Light and A Light-Party  

Thursday 31st October  at 6pm there will be a service of light and a light-party at 

St Mary’s Infant School, designed to steer the children towards the more positive aspects 

of this evening, rather than the secular after-dark activities. Do let me or Fr Nick know if 

you would like to come along to help, it’s bound to be a load of fun! 

ALL EVENING, St Mary’s church will be open with lights on and no doubt some pleasant 

music playing, plus tasty snacks and hot drinks for the helpers and for anyone who comes 

to the churchyard after dark. We will be inviting them, literally, into the light. It would be 

helpful if you could let me know if you hope to join us, but feel free just to pop along 

anyway. Helen 07814 638990 

Helen Mann 

 

 

 

Marle Hill WI 

We met on Monday 7 October with our speaker telling us about his experiences of seeing 

Big Cats not only in this County but all over the UK.  

We continue to enjoy our Book Club, Knit & Natter, walks, workshops, meals out and 

social events. We are busy planning our Birthday Lunch and our Christmas meal (these 

seem to come around at an alarming rate). 

There was a discussion about the changes to the WI Constitution. All members agreed 

with the changes and will let the National Federation know our decisions. 

Our next meeting is on Monday 4 November 2024 at 7:30pm at which will be our Annual 

Meeting with the voting on of our the committee. We meet at St Nicolas Church Hall. 

Do come as a visitor and you will be warmly welcomed.  

If you want any more information contact Sara Jefferies. 

Sue Davies  
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AUTUMN CLEAN-UPS at St. Mary’s 

Saturday 16th November = Churchyard tidying, trimming and clearing of leaves. If 

anyone has some spare spring bulbs we would be very glad to receive them for planting in 

the churchyard. Please bring gloves and basic tools if possible. 

Saturday 23rd November = Deep cleaning of the inside of the church including 

removing cobwebs from high places, polishing of woodwork and dusting of areas that we 

don’t have time to do on our weekly cleans. Please bring dusters and beeswax polish. 

Both of the above start at 9.30am and will finish around 12.30. Refreshments will be 

provided. Do come along for whatever time you have spare. 

Helen Mann 

 

 

 

Sponsor A Bell Rope!  

Your local church, St Mary’s, Prestbury, is looking for sponsors for 

a new set of bell ropes. 

The ropes are used each Tuesday evening for practice and each 

Sunday for service. They are also used if we ring for a wedding or 

ring a quarter peel. The present ropes are a bit tired and have had 

to have several repairs done over recent years. They are now in 

need of replacing as they are over 18 years old and have each been 

pulled approximately 1million times!  

We are looking for 8 people or groups each to sponsor a bell rope 

for the cost of £200 per rope.  

For your £200 sponsorship fee, we would like to give you a guided 

tour of the tower and a chance to view the bells (conditions apply) 

and you will receive the old bell rope to do as you wish together 

with a certificate of thanks.  

If interested, please contact either:  

Jenni Scruton (Secretary) 07856 703538 or  

Charles Beardsell (Steeple Keeper) 07768 43272  

Many thanks  

Your local Bellringing Team 
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Forthcoming Events 
 

A Celebration of Musica Vera’s 60th Birthday 

Saturday 2 November,  7:30pm,  St Mary’s Church, Prestbury 

To celebrate our 60th anniversary, Musica Vera presents a rousing programme of music 

from across four centuries. Nearly everything on the programme was performed by the 

choir in a previous anniversary year, and many of the pieces feature themes of singing and 

music making. Musical highlights include Handel’s Coronation Anthem, The King shall 

rejoice, Renaissance motets by Victoria and Palestrina, excerpts from the Requiems of 

Duruflé and Brahms as well as music by local composers; Herbert Howells, Gerald Finzi and 

Ralph Vaughan Williams. 

 

 

Whisky Tasting at The Royal Oak 

Wednesday 6th November  7.00pm  

Royal Oak, The Burgage 

6 Whiskies will be Available to Try 

An Expert will Introduce each one 

Complimentary Light Foods of Cake and Cheeses 

Tickets £20 Contact: Helen Eagger 01242 573035 

helen.eagger@prestbury.net 

 

 

Taizé for Remembrance 

Sunday 10 November at 6:30pm  in St Nicolas 

Time for remembrance through word and image, silence and song. 

 

 

Bereavement Friendship Group 

We will be meeting in St Mary’s Church, Prestbury  

on Monday, 18 November from 2.15-4pm. (Note our change of venue)  

If you have lost a loved one and would like to talk to others in a similar situation, please 

come along. You will be most welcome, whether you are new or have come before.  

Light refreshments will be provided.  

 Marion Povey  
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Welcome on Wednesday 

Wednesday, 20 November at 2.30pm in the 

St Nicolas Room. There will be home-made 

cakes, tea or coffee for £2 and the chance to meet 

friends and have a friendly chat. So please come 

along, maybe bringing a neighbour? 

 

 

Charlton Kings Choral Society Concert  

Saturday 30 November at 7.30 pm 

Holy Apostles Church, Charlton Kings  

Sir John Rutter  Magnificat  

Rutter’s Magnificat is full of the memorable melodies and rhythms we have come to expect 

from a composer who has recently earned a well-deserved knighthood. 

Jan Dismas Zelenka  Magnificat  

Zelenka was a Baroque composer much admired by Bach and others for his originality and 

harmonic flair.  

John Wright  Five William Blake Songs  

Our conductor has set these songs in an innovative and highly enjoyable way.  

“Tyger, tyger, burning bright” as you have never heard it before!  

Gustav Holst  A Fugal Concerto  

This year marks the 150th anniversary of the composer’s birth.  

Penelope Appleyard (soprano) The Regency Sinfonia John Wright (conductor) 

Tickets £18 (under 25s in full time education £10) from ckcsonline.org.uk/concerts  

Jill Smith at church (01242-578688) or at the door 

 

 

Bring and Share Lunch on Advent Sunday 

St Nicolas Church   Sunday 1 December  after the 10:30 Eucharist 

(Please note the later starting time of the service this day) 

It is likely a sign-up sheet will be posted in church prior to this event. 
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TIMES OF REGULAR CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary’s Church, Prestbury 

Sunday  0800 Said Eucharist 

 1st Sunday 0930 Breakfast Celebrate! – All-age worship 

  Other Sundays 0900 Breakfast Celebrate!   at Infant School  

  1100 Sung Eucharist 

 1st Sunday 1730 Evening Prayer at Capel Court  

 2nd Sunday 1730 Benediction  

 Other Sundays 1730 Evening Prayer  

Thursday  1030 Said Eucharist 

St Nicolas Church, Prestbury 

Sunday  0930 Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday  1000 Said Eucharist 

All Saints Church, Pittville 

Sunday  0800 Said Mass 

  1030 Sung Mass 

 1st & 3rd Sunday 1730 Choral Evensong and Benediction 

 Other Sundays 1730 Evening Prayer and Benediction 

Wednesday  1830 Said Mass 

Thursday  1115 Said Mass 

Friday  1200 Said Mass 

Saturday 1st Saturday 1000 Said Mass for Our Lady of Walsingham 

St Lawrence Church, Swindon Village 

Sunday 1st Sunday 1030 Together @ 1030 

  1830 Holy Communion 

 2nd Sunday 0915 BCP Holy Communion 

  1830 Evening Prayer 

 Other Sundays 0915 Holy Communion 

  1830 Evening Prayer 

St Mary Magdalene Church, Elmstone Hardwicke 

Sunday 1st Sunday 1045 Holy Communion 

 2nd Sunday 1045 Family Service (no communion) 

 3rd Sunday 1045 BCP Holy Communion 

 4th Sunday 1045 Holy Communion 

 5th Sunday 1045 Holy Communion 

Wednesday   2nd Wednesday 1900 Celtic Evening Prayer 

Thursday 4th Thursday 1900 Celtic Communion 

 

A Sunday Service is streamed on the internet  

from St Nicolas at 09:30  or  from All Saints at 10:30.  

These and other services are recorded so may be accessed later on  

the Team’s YouTube page - 

https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/streams  

https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/streams


 

 

Parish Directory continued 

Children’s Work 

Linda Biggs 01242 510856 

   linda.biggs@prestbury.net 

Safeguarding Officer 

Linda Biggs 07769 581822 

 

Parish Magazine 

Editor: Brian Wood  01242 515941 

   magazine@prestbury.net 

Advertising: Richard Johnson 07535 417828 

   advertising@prestbury.net 

St Mary’s C of E (VA) Schools 

Executive Head Teacher: Mr Matt Ferris 

   01242 383817 

Hall Letting 

Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane 01242 239590 

   bookings@prestburyhall.com 

St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane  

   hallhire@northchelt.org.uk 

Parish Giving Scheme 

76 Kingsholm Road, 

Gloucester GL1 3BD 0333 002 1260 

   info@parishgiving.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

Copy Dates and Themes for Future Magazines 2024 

 Issue Copy Date Theme 

 December Sunday 10 November Excitements 

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine is usually published on the last Sunday of the month. The copy 

date is usually the Sunday 2 weeks before this, but there may be scope for some flexibility. 

Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’ 

2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN 

or preferably by email to magazine@prestbury.net 

 

December 2024 Magazine    Theme: Excitements 
Please send copy by Sunday 10 November 2024 

or soon after  
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