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Suffer Little children

| have just returned from the service at St Mary’s on All Souls’ Day when we
remembered loved ones whose funerals have taken place here during the last
four years, my wife Pam being one of the more recent. | also remembered my
father who was christened here in 1900 and whose funeral was here in 1969, 75
years ago. It was a service of emotion, not only for my own personal losses but
when receiving communion.

The church was full and among the many communicants, | found myself at the
altar rail with not a string of old folk like me, but with several children of junior
school age who, | imagine, were recently confirmed and taking part in, if not
their first communion, then certainly one of their earliest. All were beautifully
turned out and obviously well-schooled in the ritual.

That service will stay in my mind, not only for personal reasons but also for
those children who | was so fortunate to have received communion alongside.
The difference in our ages would have been about 85 years and being at the
altar rail with those youngsters will, | am quite certain, be for me a lasting
memory.

St Mary’s has been a rock for me ever since | became involved with the church
when | was 15. | hope it will be the same for those children for the rest of their
lives also.

This church of St Mary is, and always has been, a very special place.

Bernard Parkin



December 2024 / January 2025 Prestbury Parish Magazine

Every good Christmas deserves a Pantomime, here is my offering:

| sought them here; | sought them there; | sought them everywhere or

‘The Student Pimpernels!’

On a cold night; home from college and following a romantic walk in the bright moonlight |
drove my fiancée home in my Green Morris Eight.

The journey was about 3 miles. Total time about 20 minutes, well maybe a little more, after
all it is impolite not to say good night! In those 120 minutes, however, there had been a
Major Police Incident.

On my return to the City Centre of Oxford, | found the entrance to Broad Street blocked
by a police car. On requesting an explanation from the constable on duty, | was informed
that intruders had been spotted on the roof of The Bodleian Library.

‘Ah! | exclaimed ‘| may be able to help as I live in a house adjoining the library.’

| was allowed through and advised to report to the Inspector on duty. On arrival outside
my house | found a scattering of police cars, very badly parked; generally, abandoned hap-
hazard across the road. A police officer in a peaked cap was pacing up and down and
apparently causing more confusion amongst his helmeted underlings, than clarity.

On my reporting to him he regarded me as something that had produced a bad smell and
demanded in a very peremptory voice what | was doing inside the secure zone. | offered my
help as | lived in the building in question, and that if he explained the problem | may have an
explanation. He, however, disregarded my kind offer and simply demanded, in a high
handed fashion, to know the telephone number of the key holder. Feeling considerably
irritated | decided on a little fun and informed him that | had a key to the building and so
there was no need to disturb the key holder (my father).

Six uniformed police officers were selected from the plethora of bodies wandering
aimlessly in the street and ordered to follow us. Opening our front door | urged the
Inspector and his six PCs to be very quiet as we ascended the highly polished timber stairs
of my house. Seven Mr Plods, in size nine boots never-the-less made something of a
clatter!!! Reaching the top floor | excused myself and went to my parent’s bedroom where
| ‘borrowed’ my father’s keys from his bedside cabinet. He did open one eye but on being
informed that it was merely people on the roof, closed it again.

With the inspector and his officers in tow | ascended the emergency escape ladder; opened
the escape hatch onto our flat roof and commenced our search.

We went up ladders onto various roofs and then down ladders into the light wells, the
moon was clear in the sky and caused shadows in doorways and behind balustrades. Each
had to been carefully examined in case bodies were secreting themselves from view. Then
the piece de résistance we commenced the ascent of the 60-foot vertical ladder clamped to
the very edge of the highest wall of the building with a spectacular view through its rungs
to the magnificent skyline of the city. It is not a ladder for the faint hearted. It being an
early spring night with a cloudless sky not only was the scene fully illuminated below us but
it was also bitterly cold. The low temperature meant that the Bobbies were sheathed in
long gabardine rain coats, which did not aid climbing. Finally two more 10-foot ladders and
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we had achieved the very summit of the building. No success; no culprits were found and
thus no one to apprehend!

The inspector was considerably puzzled
as to where the offenders could
possibly have escaped until | informed
him that | believed the offenders were
students (true for | wouldn’t lie to a
police officer) and that it was quite
possible to step over some railings
from the roof of our house onto the
roof of Blackwell’s bookshop and from
there via a fire escape into the gardens
of Trinity College. This explanation he
accepted (without asking how | knew)
and after some grunting and expression
of exasperation and urged on by the
chilling temperature on his fingers and
toes, harrumphed off down the final
ladder and departed the scene.
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| returned the keys to my father’s
bedside cabinet and retired to bed
confident in the knowledge that:

| had sought them here; | had sought
them there, but had not found US

Stvdent

John Moles
Footnote:

The term ‘The Scarlet Pimpernel’ is
based on a poem by Baroness
Emmuscka Orczy - 1905 - which is part
of a fictional tale of the French
Revolution. The words from the poem:
‘We seek him here, we seek him there,
that damned elusive Pimpernel’ entered
the English language to describe a
person that is known to exist but is
elusive or difficult to find.

The
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Excitement

There have been so many. One that stands out is what began as dread quickly turned to
one of the great excitement: when Pam was in the later stages of pregnancy and in St Pauls
hospital, the doctor brought half a dozen students to her bedside. “I'd like the student
nurses and doctors to gain some experience — do you mind if they have a feel around?”
Pam told him that she had no objection, not realising this supposed to be an internal affair.

The first to do this exploration poked about and said, “Twins — | can definitely feel two
heads.” The next one found only four limbs and we ended up with a balanced verdict.
That’s how things were left when the doctor and his students vacated. All of which was
worrying to say the least.

| know | had a frightened wife who thought she was going to produce a baby with two of
everything, two heads, two arms and two legs. | will leave readers to imagine how | felt.

Nicola Mary was 9 pounds of absolute delight when she entered this world and still is,
except she is a lot heavier. To experience Christmas with a four-week old, healthy and
happy baby beats all the excitement of later years — except Charlie’s arrival three years
later of course!

When describing Queen Elizabeth’s 400th winner in my autobiography, this is what | wrote
in the draft. “Unfortunately the Queen Mother was not present, she was jumping up and
down with excitement watching TV with her friends in a London restaurant.” |, too, was
excited as my coverage of the race at Uttoxeter had gone exactly to plan.”

In all such cases it is polite to have one’s written word checked by the Royal Household. |
was told very firmly to do some rewording as “although Her Majesty was very excited,
Queen Elizabeth does not jump up and down”. | love that. However, for her 100th
birthday, the card | designed from family Parkin featured the Queen Mother leaping into
the air with excitement. That did not have to pass the Royal Household sensors so | sent
it straight to Clarence House. Her Majesty loved it!

That 400th winner pleased its owner so much that she decided that her 1994 Christmas
card should feature both herself and a horse posed on her trainer’s gallops high on the
Berkshire Downs. She wanted me to take the photograph. The only date in her diary that
was free was All Saints’ Day, November 1st and | was to be on parade at 11 am. The
weather for the last couple of weeks in October was abysmal, dark, wet and windy. Not
the sort of weather for an elderly lady to stand on the wet and windy downs. Thankfully
my prayers and no doubt those of Queen Elizabeth were answered and the day was bright
and sunny with clear blue skies. | could not wait to get to Lambourn and set the scene.

The result pleased Her Majesty and 800 Christmas cards were sent across the world to
grace the mantelpieces of those lucky enough to receive them. My excitement came after
the tension of the morning when invited to sit with The Queen Mother in the sitting room
of the trainer’s house, talk over the morning’s happenings — and join her in an extremely
welcome glass of champagne where we toasted to the success of the exercise. At that time
| had no idea whether it had been successful or a failure as my work was always on film.
Digital photography had yet to be invented.

Thankfully all was well and Queen Elizabeth did not have to send out Christmas cards of
robins on sprigs of holly or a snowman with a carrot for his nose!
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When asked by racing historian, Stuart Peters, to provide the photographs and write the
foreword for his book on the history of the Grand National, this is what | said: “Racing is
all about excitement. Race photography is all about recording the moment. Before you can
take a decent action photograph of the latter, the excitement factor has to be conquered.

“To remain ice-cool and unemotional as the field of forty horses approach Bechers Brook,
the most fearful of steeplechase fences, with the thunder of 160 hooves getting ever closer
it is very difficult, especially when one (like me) is only 10 feet from the action. It is without
doubt the most exhilarating and exciting feeling | have ever experienced.”

| could go on but that would fill a book not just two pages of Prestbury Parish Magazine!

Bernard Parkin
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A Story that involves a Cathedral .....

| cannot for the life of me think of a story within me that fits with this month’s theme word
- Excitements - or maybe this may just, so here is my alternative offering.

| have carried within me for a good chunk of my life a memory that involves a famous
Cathedral; thus my words carry a connection with our principal subject matter that fills our
Parish Mag.

When in the fourth or perhaps fifth year at school we had a form master who taught us
History, a subject dear to my heart; his name was Mr Parrock. We were told by another
master that Mr P was the father of seven sons! Yes really. Mr P was aka ‘Polly’. | wonder
why???

Obviously he probably was not aware of his nickname. He was a man of short stature and
you would never notice him in a crowd. Notwithstanding this, he was, in my opinion, an
interesting and informative teacher, not at all dull or boring. He had a depth of knowledge |
admired concerning his chosen subject. He was also well read in other matters of that time
and era and he would discuss or debate anything we boys felt moved to speak to him
about.

Now, it just so happened | was at that time a committee member of our School
Engineering Society which incidentally shaped me and pointed me in the direction of my
future career. My function within said society was to meet up with our ‘Speaker of the
Month’ when he arrived on the school premises, bring him (we never in several years had
the pleasure of welcoming a lady speaker) to the venue and introduce him to the teacher
etc. who effectively ran the show namely Mr Hardy (nick name ‘Dan’)

Imagine my surprise when the Society Diary gave the name of the Month’s Lecturer as
none other than ‘Polly’ Parrock!! Even more of a surprise was his chosen subject: “My
Journey to Normandy” or similar. My memory is a wee bit hazy because this all happened a
very long, long time ago.

The lecture revealed a side of our esteemed master which we never in a million years
would have guessed. He spoke for an hour about his time in the army during WW?2 as a
paratrooper. | cannot now recall if he was a glider pilot or was carried in a glider over to
France at the time of D-Day. This was his story of his involvement in that now famous
exploit.

Because | am describing an event from well in the past, | have forgotten detail but recall
certain facts.

‘Polly’, | believe, was based with his army unit in Shropshire where, at that period, many
military units were based.

When the assault on Europe was signalled, all very secret you must understand, his unit
was ordered to transit to an airfield in Wiltshire where many paratrooper brigades were in
the process of being assembled in readiness to fly over the English Channel to Normandy
where all the action was taking place.

In due course, he with his fellow soldiers were loaded onto a glider. As | said before, | have
a memory he said he was a glider pilot with the rank of Sgt.
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Anyway, in due course shortly after the actual D—Day, 6th June, they were lined up on the
runway and towed up into the sky behind an RAF Stirling Bomber. These were more suited
to glider towing than operating in the bombing role!

Now here comes the cathedral connection. He, our teacher, now up in the sky was blinded
by low cloud and mist and consequently became slightly concerned and disoriented. He
became even more concerned when on glancing out of the window and not too far below
he saw what looked like a bird standing up and clearly visible sticking out of the cloud or
early morning mist.

Well yes ... it was a bird, he was not mistaken, it was the Weather Cock on top of the
spire of none other than Salisbury Cathedral. Hands up who can tell me the height to the
top of the spire ... no cheating. | will tell you.. 404 feet 6 inches (8 inches on a hot day) yes,
the tallest church building in the UK.

We will leave ‘Polly’ to continue his Journey on to France. You will gather he survived the
war. What brave men he and his fellow soldiers were to be sure. We will never ever be
out of their debt: “They who lay down their lives etc”.

He went on to describe in his lecture what action he saw after landing or, in actual fact,
crashing into some trees in a wood... not planned!!

That could be the subject for a story another day.

Nigel Woodcock
Footnote. | have made a factual error in my narrative, who will spot it? Answer in next
month’s parish mag.

THE LIBRARY VAN

The library van is spotted down the drive.

A frisson of excitement stirs the waiting group.
The lady in the van pulls up, prepares her books,
knowing exactly what here is required.

Through the cloister winds the line of nuns,
black habited, white wimpled, calm of face,
towards inviting spread of many books

which they have waited for with bated breath.

Books for their precious hour each afternoon,
a table covered all with Mills and Boon.

Joan Copeland

Swanwick
August 2022
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MY DEAR THEO

Portrait of a Peasant (Patience Escalier) by Vincent Van Gogh, August 1888
Norton Simon Museum, Pasadena

The story of Vincent van Gogh has often been told but there are special reasons to
celebrate his achievements again this year. Not least is that there is a fresh exhibition of his
works in the National Gallery to celebrate its bicentennial year. The exhibition continues
until 19 January 2025 and it is well worth going if you get a chance. For me, there is nothing
like seeing his dazzling and daring originals as compared to colour reproductions in books
and elsewhere. And most of the time, you can only see much of his work in the Van Gogh
museum in Amsterdam.

The sixty-one works currently on display in London come from all over the world: from
numerous public collections throughout the USA, Mexico, Canada, Japan and various parts
of Europe from Oslo to Athens and from private collections wherever. The curators have
tried to give it an enticing subtitle by calling it Van Gogh: Poets & Lovers but it is the
individual works of art which for me are the real and incomparable thing: a blue iris, graphic
portraits, oleanders, swirling landscapes, gnarled olive trees, stars over the Rhone.

The paintings and drawings here exhibited belong to that golden, prolific but troubled period of
Van Gogh'’s life, namely the years 1888 to 1889. It was the sunlit colours of Arles and the south
of France which the Dutchman responded to with such excitement and enthusiasm:

‘Nature here is extraordinarily beautiful, all of it, everywhere. The dome of the sky is an
admirable blue. The rays of the sun are pale sdffron ... I'm beginning to feel quite a different
person from the man | was when | first came. | have no more doubts and never hesitate when |
start anything ... I’'m so happy with this house and my work.’

(To Theo from Arles, Tuesday, 18 September 1888)
~ 8 ~
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The brilliance is there in the paintings and also in the eloquent letters which he wrote
primarily to his art-dealer younger brother, Theo, who valiantly supported Vincent, even
though it is said that Van Gogh only sold one painting in his short lifetime (1853 -1890).
And that was apparently ‘The Red Vineyard’ sold to Anna Boch for 40 francs.

Vincent Van Gogh had the idea of a southern French artists’ colony, the Midi Studio, but it
never materialized, although Paul Gauguin famously visited and the artists soon quarreled.
Instead, Vincent left us with numerous canvases both of Arles and of St Rémy nearby
where he recuperated in the mental asylum. You can still visit the room where he slept and
see some of the views he painted from there in his distinctive undulating style.

It is unusual to have so many letters from one artist providing such a detailed commentary
on the work in progress and his intentions. Here he writes to ‘My dear Theo’ in mid-
August 1888 about ‘the portrait of the peasant’ illustrated above: 9 think of the man | have
to paint, terrible in the furnace of the full ardours of harvest, at the heart of the south. Hence the
orange shades like storm flashes, vivid as red hot iron, and hence the luminous tones of old gold
in the shadows.” As he said elsewhere, ‘Instead of trying to reproduce exactly what | have before
my eyes | use colour more arbitrarily, in order to express myself with force.”

We sometimes play the game of which one painting from an exhibition would you like to
take home with you. On this occasion, however, there are far too many. | grant that Van
Gogh’s work is uneven but he was wonderfully productive. Sometimes, a figure in his
landscapes seems crudely drawn but there is so much else that is compelling that it is almost
reassuring to see a dodgy cat or a bow-legged bystander in a sublimely vigorous landscape.

Given the astonishing prices now paid for his paintings, the exhibition and others like it
would not be possible without the insurance offered by the Government Indemnity scheme
which covers such things on our behalf. But perhaps a vote of thanks should also go to
Vincent Van Gogh’s redoubtable and loyal sister-in-law, Jo van Gogh-Bonger (1862 - 1925).
Theo died in 1891 less than a year after his brother. His young son Vincent Willem was
named after his painter uncle and godfather, and it was Jo who initially preserved and
promoted Van Gogh’s work indefatigably in those early years.

Duncan Forbes

Mountains at St Rémy June 1889
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Planting of a Sorbus Lutescens (Whitebeam)

by Diane and David Lyle in St Mary’s churchyard in November, in memory of the
family of a member of the congregation.
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Remembrance at St Mary’s

Pictures from Helen Mann
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CHORLEY'S AUCTIONEERS

Cotswolds Heritage since 1862

Sold for £8,000

Complimentary Auction
Valuations

Monthly Auctions of Art & Antiques

Probate & Insurance Valuations

Contact us today for your valuation

Open Valuations Thursdays 10am-1pm

01452 344499 | info@chorleys.com
Prinknash Abbey Park | GL4 8EU

Y. Local Treasures

An experienced local
team ready to help
with your home chores.

%¥ Gardening

Regular or one off bookings

Handyman
Al DIY jobs, Decorating

- Cleaning

Regular house cleaning

=% Home Help

Companionship & Shopping
Making homes safe and secure

Local Treasures takes the hassle out of finding local
trusted skilled people for gardening, handyman or
cleaning tasks. The best people are often found on
your doorstep.

Sarah Heyworth Founder

Local Treasures Experienced - Vetted - Local

¢ www.localtreasures.me

@ hello@localtreasures.me

% 0333 23 41168

C1

2 | Royal Cit
% SH&rtlcultural GUI);%g Ga l' deners
7 Qualified

Guy’s
Gardening

Design & Consultation
All aspects of garden work considered

Fully insured for maintenance and development

01242 520331 07719 283564
www.guysgardening.com

When you answer an
advertisement please remember
to say:

I read your advert
in the Prestbury
Parish Magazine

Nl

To advertise your business please contact advertising@prestbury.net
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Girlguiding Remembers

A picture from Karen Walker, leader of the 36th Cheltenham (St Nicolas) Brownies,
showing the uniforms for the various age groups of the Girlguides.

Marle Hill WI

We met on Monday 4 November for our Annual Meeting. Voting took place for the
President and Sara Jefferies was voted on for another year.

We continue to enjoy our Book Club, Knit & Natter, walks, workshops, meals out and
social events. We are busy planning our Birthday Lunch and our Christmas meal (these
seem to come around at an alarming rate).

Our next meeting is on Monday 2 December 2024 at 7:30pm. Our entertainment will be
the Cleeve Harmony Singers and there will be mince pies.

We meet at St Nicolas Church Hall.
Do come as a visitor and you will be warmly welcomed.
If you want any more information please contact Sara Jefferies.

Sue Davies
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‘ TurN To Us FOrR HELP AND SUPPORT

In your time of need we’'ll take care of all the funeral arrangements.
Call us 24 hours a day.

e Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans * Memorial & Headstone advice and products
SELIM SMITH & CO FUNERAL DIRECTORS

74 Prestbury Road, Cheltenham GL52 2DJ

01242 525383 =

Part of Dignity plc. A British Company. FRRTICR

Rose Preddy Advertise your business

Mobile Hairdresser in this space

s 4
Also Fully qualified in '

Reflexology and
Indian Head Massage

"\

o\

advertisin restbury.net
07767 202634 01242 672975 g@p I"y

't 'g{hB%ngsé?(r; Whether you are a business or an individual,
we are your local, trusted,
and dedicated legal experts.

SOLICITORS

You matter to us

Pershore
01386 562000

Tewkesbury
01684 299633

Residential property Buying or selling a business
Commercial property Family law
Employment law Wills & Inheritance tax planning
Cheltenham Managing your business Powers of Attorney
01242 235250 Disputes
Stratford-upon-Avon

01789 295544 Visit the website for our full range of services thsolicitors.co.uk

Injury claims

To advertise your business please contact advertising@prestbury.net
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BALLAD OF VALLECTRIC

For Peter, Richard and their Team

Nestled beneath the Cotswolds lay Capel Court in dread
Although we had been peaceful disruption loomed ahead.
None of the showers were working, in winter we were cold,
lots of the pipes were leaking, like us were getting old.

The Pensions Board consulted, examined each resource,
appointed firm Vallectric, agreed upon a course.
We had to have a meeting to tell us times and days,
beginning early springtime and ending in a haze.

Pete, our liaison person, Richard to manage site,
with their heroic workers, so young, strong and polite,
arrived on Monday mornings and worked for all the week
until they left on Fridays for well-deserved break.

Our staff have had to move us out of our several flats,
with kettles, beds and toasters, televisions, clothes and hats,
Sometimes with great resistance we fought with might and main,
and struggled even more when they moved us back again.

Meanwhile up in the loft space when it was really hot,
replacing copper piping, sweated and drank a lot,
wore masks and, hardly breathing, they worked away so hard,
for fifteen minutes only they hammered, banged and sawed.

And now it’s almost finished. We all have working showers.
The heating’s so efficient we have no need of blowers.
What can we say but ‘Thank You’ to our great Vallectric men.
If we need any work done, we hope you’ll come again.
Joan Copeland
October 2024.

(may be sung to The Church’s One Foundation)
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'i: SY.
“Mess Remowal& Roof Cleaning |
Patio & Driveway*Cleaning'

Render & Brickwork Cleaning
Solar Panel & Skylight Cleaning
Installation of Bird Protection

KW SHARPENING
SERVICES

At KW Sharpening we can provide a professional service to sharpen almost all bladed items
be it Garden Tools, Kitchen Knives or Chainsaws. We use the latest machines to give you the
best service and sharpest edge for your tools. We pride ourselves on having 133 5 Star
reviews on Google. If in any doubt, please give me a ring to discuss your sharpening needs.

We specialise in the following: }O ( o N
* Dog Grooming Scissors and Clipper Blades 6 @0
* Horse Clipper Blades Please give me, Ken a ring to arrange a
» Clipper Servicing booking, and subject to prior workload most
* Hairdressing / Barbering Scissor Jjobs are done in 48 hrs.
« Carpentry Tools Chisels, Planer Blades etc.. i an em s nesded urgently, | keep siots

L available for a same day service and if the
Circular / Chop Saw Blades workload allows it can be done whilst you wait.

Unit 15 Space Business Centre, Tewksbury Road (Behind Homebase) Cheltenham GL51 9FL
Call: 07379 422942 Email: ken@kwsharpening.co.uk
Instagram: @kw_sharpening Web: www.kwsharpening.co.uk

C2 To advertise your business please contact advertising@prestbury.net
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CALENDAR

SUNDAY November 24  CHRIST THE KING
SUNDAY December 1  1st Sunday of Advent
SUNDAY December 8 St Nicolas / Advent 2
SUNDAY December 15  Advent 3

SUNDAY December 22  Advent 4

Tuesday December 24  CHRISTMAS EVE
Wednesday December 25  CHRISTMAS DAY
SUNDAY December 29  1st Sunday after Christmas
SUNDAY January 5 EPIPHANY

SUNDAY January 12 Baptism of Christ
SUNDAY January 19  2nd Sunday after Epiphany
SUNDAY January 26  3rd Sunday after Epiphany

The Extra Christmas Services etc in December

Monday 9 1700 St Mary’s School Junior Years 3&4 Carol Services St Mary
1800 St Mary’s School Junior Years 5&6 Carol Services St Mary

Tuesday 10 1700 St Mary’s School Infant Years 1&2 Carol Services St Mary

Saturday 14 1000 Carols at Waitrose

Sunday 15 1600 Christingle Services St Mary

Monday 16 1830 Community Celebration of Christmas St Nicolas

Tuesday 17 1900 Carols at The Kings Arms

Wednesday 18 1830 Carols at The Ridge

Friday 20 1800 Carols at The Plough

Sunday 22 1830 Lessons and Carols by candlelight St Mary

Tuesday 24 1400 Crib service St Mary
1600 Crib service St Mary
2330 Midnight Mass St Mary
2330 Midnight Mass St Nicolas

Wednesday 25 Christmas Day services are as per usual pattern

St Mary’s Dates for Your December Diary
Wednesday 4 1415 Brass and silver polishing
Saturday 7 1430 Tree decorating and children’s Christmas crafts
Wednesday 11 1415 Waxremoving from carpets and tiles
Do come along to help, it would be great to see you there!
For info or to register your interest call Helen on 07814 638990
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Forthcoming Events

Charlton Kings Choral Society Concert
Saturday 30 November at 7.30 pm
Holy Apostles Church, Charlton Kings

Sir John Rutter Magnificat
Rutter’s Magnificat is full of the memorable melodies and rhythms we have come to expect
from a composer who has recently earned a well-deserved knighthood.

Jan Dismas Zelenka Magnificat
Zelenka was a Baroque composer much admired by Bach and others for his originality and
harmonic flair.

John Wright Five William Blake Songs
Our conductor has set these songs in an innovative and highly enjoyable way.
“Tyger, tyger, burning bright” as you have never heard it before!

Gustav Holst A Fugal Concerto
This year marks the 150th anniversary of the composer’s birth.

Penelope Appleyard (soprano) The Regency Sinfonia John Wright (conductor)

Tickets £18 (under 25s in full time education £10) from ckcsonline.org.uk/concerts
Jill Smith at church (01242-578688) or at the door

Bring-and-Share Lunch on Advent Sunday
St Nicolas Church Sunday 1 December after the 10:30 Eucharist

(Please note the later starting time of the service this day)

There is a sign-up sheet posted in church to indicate what you might bring to share.

Bereavement Friendship Group
We will be meeting in St Mary’s Church, Prestbury
on Mondays December 16th and January 20th at 2.15-4pm

If you have lost a loved one and would like to talk to others in a similar situation, please
come along. You will be most welcome, whether you are new or have come before.

Light refreshments will be provided.

Marion Povey
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g Tewkesbury Choral Society

' www.tewkesburychoral.org.uk r
“m Directed by John Holloway “m

TEWKESBURY TEWKESBURY

CHORAL

co2850 Britten A Ceremony of Carols  £02°4¢
Saint-Saens Christmas Oratorio

Brittany King T Soprano Anne Braley 1 Mezzo Alexis Hutchinson i Contralto
Edward Lee i Tenor Thomas Humphreys - Baritone

Regency Sinfonia Alison Martin - Harp

Saturday 7" December 2024 at 7.30pm
Tewkesbury Abbey

Tickets (unreserved) £18 from Society members, the Abbey Shop 01684 856148, on the door,
and on line at www.ticketsource.co.uk/t-c-s  Accompanied school children free

Community Celebration of Christmas
Monday 16 December at 6:30 pm in St Nicolas Church

Welcome on Wednesday
Wednesdays, 18 December and 15 January o ® o

at 2.30pm in the St Nicolas Room. There will —
be home-made cakes, tea or coffee for £2 and the
chance to meet friends and have a friendly chat. So { e

please come along, maybe bringing a neighbour? ~———————

Lessons and Carols by Candlelight
Sunday 22 December at 6:30pm in St Mary’s Church
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TIMES OF REGULAR CHURCH SERVICES

St Mary’s Church, Prestbury
Sunday 0800  Said Eucharist
1st Sunday 0930  Breakfast Celebrate! — All-age worship

Other Sundays 0900  Breakfast Celebrate! at Infant School
1100  Sung Eucharist

1st Sunday 1830  Evening Prayer at Capel Court
2nd Sunday 1830  Benediction
Other Sundays 1830  Evening Prayer
Thursday 1030  Said Eucharist
St Nicolas Church, Prestbury
Sunday 0930  Sung Eucharist
Tuesday 1000  Said Eucharist
All Saints Church, Pittville
Sunday 0800 Holy Mass

1030  Sung Mass
1st & 3rd Sunday 1730  Choral Evensong and Benediction
Other Sundays 1730  Evening Prayer and Benediction

Wednesday 1830  Holy Mass
Thursday 1115  Holy Mass
Friday 1200  Holy Mass

Saturday 1st Saturday 1000  Holy Mass for Our Lady of Walsingham
St Lawrence Church, Swindon Village

Sunday 1st Sunday 1030 Together @ 1030
1830 Holy Communion
2nd Sunday 0915  BCP Holy Communion

1830  Evening Prayer
Other Sundays 0915  Holy Communion
1830  Evening Prayer

St Mary Magdalene Church, EImstone Hardwicke

Sunday 1st Sunday 1045 Holy Communion
2nd Sunday 1045  Family Service (ho communion)
3rd Sunday 1045 BCP Holy Communion
4th Sunday 1045 Holy Communion
5th Sunday 1045 Holy Communion

Wednesday 2nd Wednesday 1900  Celtic Evening Prayer
Thursday  4th Thursday 1900  Celtic Communion

A Sunday Service is streamed on the internet
from St Nicolas at 09:30 or from All Saints at 10:30, sometimes both.
These and other services are recorded so may be accessed later on
the Team’s YouTube page -
https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/streams
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Parish Directory continued

Children’s Work St Mary’s C of E (VA) Schools

Linda Biggs 01242 510856 Executive Head Teacher: Mr Matt Ferris
linda.biggs@prestbury.net 01242 383817

Safeguarding Officer Hall Letting

Linda Biggs 07769 581822 | Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane 01242 239590

Parish Magazine bookings@prestburyhall.com

Editor: Brian Wood 01242 515941 | St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane
. hallhire@northchelt.org.uk
magazine@prestbury.net

Advertising: Richard Johnson 07535 417828 | Parish Giving Scheme
advertising@prestbury.net 76 Kingsholm Road,
Gloucester GL1 3BD 0333 002 1260
info@parishgiving.org.uk

Copy Dates and Themes for Future Magazines 2025

Issue Copy Date Theme
February = Sunday 12 January Frozen
March Sunday 9 February Fashions
April Sunday 16 March Favourite Places
May Sunday 13 April Celebrity
June Sunday 11 May Pet Hates
July Sunday 15 June Camping
August Sunday 13 July Photographs
September Sunday 17 August Routine
October  Sunday 14 September Crafts
November Sunday 12 October Avenues

Dec/Jan  Sunday 16 November New Year

Prestbury Parish Magazine is usually published on the last Sunday of the month. The copy
date is usually the Sunday 2 weeks before this, but there may be scope for some flexibility.

Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’
2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN
or preferably by email to magazine@prestbury.net

February 2025 Magazine Theme: Frozen
Please send copy by Sunday 12 January 2025
or soon after




ROYAL
A K+

AWARD- CASK ALE, BEAUTIFUL
WINNING CRAFT BEER BEER
& CIDER GARDEN

royaloakprestbury.co.uk

Planning an
event or party?

royaloakprestbury@butcombepubs.com

01242 522344

Ask us about
@royaloakprestbury

The Pavilion, our versatile

privo’re hire space The Royal Oak, The Burgage, Prestbury,

Gloucestershire, GL52 3DL

Bl 25% OFF FOOD
BUTCOMBE AT THE ROYAL OAK

All day every Wednesday for Butcombe Loyalty Club members

Join the club: Scan to download the
butcombe.com/loyalty Butcombe Loyalty App




