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Harvest
We do not all plough the fields,
or depend on what our garden yields,
And if we wish to dine
we simply order it on line,
but some of our fellows are in need,
and Jesus said, “The hungry...feed.”
If the good Lord you wish to thank,

then contribute to the church food bank.

A Hallowe’en Limerick
A ghost hunter came to Prestbury St Mary,
and said, “I'm looking for something scary.”
The only ghost he will meet
is the great Paraclete
at our very Holy Church of St Mary.
Clare Wyatt

The History of these verses

The other day Clare looked at me and suddenly said that she wanted me to write
something, now! The above two poems are the result of thirty minutes shared work,
mainly my endeavours to follow what she was saying. | had noticed of late that she has been
sitting in her chair with the appearance of being elsewhere. This, | guess, is the result, nigh
on one hundred words which she composed and held in memory. Quite an achievement |
think, especially as she pointed out the Limerick and its poetical attributes, which | had to
follow.

Edward Wyatt

This month’s theme is ROUTINE

[

[

I Not a very popular theme this time
I but there is still plenty to read

|
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Prestbury Pantomime Cast 1949
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REGINALD W BARKER & CO

Debbie and me at the Institute of Trade Mark Agents Ball 1970/ 1 (Russell Hotel)

My first full-time job was as a trainee trade mark agent at Reginald W. Barker & Co., Patent
and Trade Mark Agents, in 13, Charterhouse Square, London EC1. It was autumn 1970 and
| was paid £20 a week. Maurice Rowland, who had employed me, was the grandson of the
founder and was a former President of the Institute of Trade Mark Agents. Mr Rowland
had a small moustache and a broad smile, as well as a long memory for details of the
business. He completed The Times crossword in his lunch-hour and smoked while working
on each case. Hours were 9.30 to 5, Monday to Friday, with three weeks holiday per year,
one at Christmas and two in the summer. | thought the job would feed my interest in word
and image and that the generous hours should give me free time in which to write and study.

The workplace at the top of the building seemed Dickensian, with its dusty offices, faded
green carpets and red tape round the bulging buff folders of trade mark cases. When |
arrived, | was given sample files to read along with a copy of the Trade Marks Act (1938),
Trade Descriptions Act (1968) and the Treaty of Rome. Hand-written records of all the
trade marks registered by the firm were kept in large red leather-bound ledgers.
Typewriters were manual, except for the electric ‘golf-ball’ one used by red-haired Sylvia
Miller, referred to as Dusty by Mr Rowland. She almost always arrived late in the mornings
but then took shorthand and typed at whirlwind speed.

In the old-fashioned way, weekly wages were paid in cash in little brown envelopes and
were the province of Miss Morton who worked alone in a small office on the accounts. A
dogged woman with an aged mother, she had developed a passion for Sacha Distel and his
songs. Mr John Dicker came in from Sidcup every morning and described himself as true
Cockney because he had been born within the sound of Bow bells. He had worked his way

~ 4 ~
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up from an office boy. Now genial and white-haired, he had been a military policeman in the
war and was suffering from increasingly painful hips which made stairs and walking difficult.
Largely self-taught, Mr Dicker had some unusual legalistic turns of phrase like: ‘In which
case, they will have to face such music as may be forthcoming.’

It was the time of the postal strike and | had to deliver various letters by hand which
helped me to learn about the Barbican, Smithfield Market with its sawdust and meaty
smells, Chancery Lane and Holborn, where the Patent Office was situated. If you returned
after too long an absence from a round of deliveries, Mr Rowland tended to ask ‘Good
film? as you came up the stairs past his office, where smoke curled out of a crowded
ashtray on his desk and you could see the large plane trees in the square beyond.

He had endured an unfortunate war, first in the infantry with the BEF and then his
evacuation plane had crashed on trying to leave Dunkirk. As a result, he had been a
prisoner-of-war from 1940 and had a hostile attitude to Germans. “You wouldn’t care for
them if you’d been shouted at in German for five years.” His great recreation was cultivating
roses in his garden in East Horsley, Surrey. He was also head of a masonic lodge and a
member of the Honourable Royal Artillery. Debbie characterized the whole strange outfit
as Gingerlocks and the Three Bears.

Upstairs in charge of ledgers, Mr Lawton was an ancient clerk who lived in St John’s Wood
and there was a sequence of young temps from agencies. We acted for various firms, some
more or less well known, with brand names such as Drambuie, Sirdar, Burberry, and Camp
Coffee. Plasticine, one of their early trade mark registrations, had unfortunately become a
generic term and had made its way into the dictionary, like Sellotape and Hoover. So it was
generally qualified with the word Harbutt’s Plasticine.

| learnt about the numerous classes of goods, why Penguin books were different from
Penguin biscuits, passing off, and trade mark registration in various jurisdictions. The
difference between goods and services. The difficulty of registering a surname, except in the
distinctive form of a signature. Certification Marks. Royal Warrants, Copyright and Design.
We read the weekly Trade Marks Journal and advised clients on the registration of new
marks such as RADAR, which meant detailed searches in the records of the Trade Marks
Registry to anticipate and avoid possible conflicts. One learnt through experience of individual
cases and both Messrs Rowland and Dicker enjoyed passing on their expertise to me.

We advised clients by letter and over the telephone but we remained in an advisory
capacity and were not in any sense creative. Others devised the products, trade names,
logos, marketing plans and advertising campaigns, while we tended to sound cautionary
notes with ifs and buts and send out regular renewal notices for trade marks already
registered. Ours was a secondary paper world of repetitive legal minutiae, while others
enjoyed the ups and downs of actual commerce.

Much of the work was decidedly routine and the thought of qualifying and then working in
the same ‘backwater of the law’ for the next forty years or so held increasingly little appeal
for me. | passed the exams for the Institute of Trade Mark Agents (ITMA) in 1973 but | had
already decided that | no longer wanted to live in London and would far prefer to teach
English for a living. Yet with its curricula, bells, terms, timetables, reiterations and marking
on an industrial scale, school-teaching brought a whole new different set of routines.

Duncan Forbes

~5~
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WHEN YOU US RING, WE’LL SWEETLY SING

It is eighty years since | joined the Prestbury band of ringers. The war had just ended and
the bells like all others around the country had lain idle for nearly six years as they were
only allowed to be rung as a warning if we were invaded. My father picked up The Echo
and noticed an advert in the WANTED column amongst various sundry items, which read:
‘TRAINEE BELLRINGERS, contact Frank Pendry, Tower Captain, St Mary’s Church,
Prestbury’. My family had just moved into the parish from Cheltenham; | was fifteen and
Dad must have thought | should have a worthwhile hobby. Campanology appealed to him,
especially the exercise involved. Passing the newspaper over to me, he said “How about
it?” | must admit, | was not thrilled with the idea. Father and son were very close so when
he suggested “I will, if you will”, | felt compelled to say, “OK Dad!” Next day, off we went
together to see Mr Pendry. A few weeks later and after we had both learned to handle a
bell, seeing that | fitted in well with the other ringers and was enjoying myself, he resigned
and left me to it, his objective having been reached. In 1945 the Prestbury band of ringers
were all elderly men and were very serious and very strict and this suited me. Dad had
served three years with ‘the Colours’ mainly in India at the end of the Great War and had
served throughout WW?2 as a Sergeant Major Instructor in the Home Guard. | had
completed two years in the Army Cadet Force, so | knew all about (and appreciated)
discipline. Frank Pendry was a Gallipoli survivor and never do | remember a smile on his
face. Lovely man though he was, | think the horrors of that campaign had left their mark.

The bell on which | did my training was No.3 and around its C|rcumference are cast the
words: WHEN YOU US RING, WFE’LL SWEETLY == = |
SING - although it was a little while before | could
make it sing sweetly! All bells had inscriptions and
those on the tenor (Frank Pendry’s bell) said:
| TO THE CHURCH THE LIVING CALL, AND
TO THE GRAVE DO SUMMON ALL. Most
inscriptions like these rhymed. Writing these
words reminds me of The Queen Mother’s
funeral in April 2002. Sitting in Westminster
Abbey waiting for the service to begin, the tenor
bell tolled 101 times, one strike per minute until
12 noon, one for every year of Her Majesty’s long |
life. It was a very moving experience. The tenor
at St Mary’s weighs 14 hundredweight and the one
at the Abbey weighs more than twice that, so you
can imagine what a deep-throated boom that was
and the difference in sound between the two.

The bells of all churches suffered from lack of use
during the war, which was both good and bad
news. Good because it meant no invasion, and
bad because many suffered neglect. When the
war was over, it was the practice of the Prestbury band to arrange a tour of churches in
the Diocese and ring their bells for twenty minutes at a time, all of which were devoid of
their own ringers as many men had not come back after fighting in the war. During each

~7 ~
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tour about six towers were visited and at least at one of these six churches the task was
impossible, as the bells were completely buried in jackdaws’ nests. That did not happen at
St Mary’s as although they were not allowed to be rung, they were kept greased and ready
for action if and when needed. However, in 1950 after five years of regular use, they did
need re-hanging.

This was always an expensive exercise, so the ringers decided on a course of action!
Together with the village Scout Troop who needed a new hut, they began to organise
money-raising events, the main one being a horse show. Shows and gymkhanas were very
popular during that era with almost every village having its own show. The bellringers had
an important target, that of ringing a peal to celebrate The Queen’s Coronation in 1953,
two years hence. Opted onto the horse show committee and having been impressed by
the carthorse derby at Woodmancote in the summer of 1950, | put it to the rest of the
committee that the show should have a centrepiece as a major attraction. Asked if | had
any suggestions, | said “Yes, a carthorse derby!” Nobody wanted to be responsible for this
dangerous, bareback race where the horses go at full gallop, so the chairman said “Alright,
but you must organise it!” | agreed and set about my task. Firstly, | wrote to Lord
Bicester, whose racehorse Silver Fame had just won the 1951 Cheltenham Gold Cup. |
asked if he would be Patron of the Show and also provide a trophy for the derby. He said
yes to both requests and shortly a fine silver cup arrived from Garrard & Son, Jewellers to
The Crown. | installed myself as Clerk of the Course and set about an advertising
campaign, highlighting ‘The Prestbury Carthorse Derby for The Lord Bicester Challenge
Cup’. Both the ringers and the scouts worked hard preparing sideshows, teas and prizes
for the showjumping. Bookmakers came from as far away as Birmingham, Bristol and South
Wales and about ten carthorses were entered, mostly from Woodmancote, horses who
were well used to these kinds of races. They were made favourites but were beaten by
Jack Chamberlayne’s Prince, ridden by his farm manager, Norman Smith. | was second on
Peter, borrowed from coal merchant Hubert Nealon, a great favourite with the children of
Cheltenham when he plodded the streets of the town. Dudley Surman was third on
Boxer, owned by the Barbers at Church Farm. Prince’s owner was Jack Chamberlayne of
Home Farm, who was thurifer at St Mary’s and also performed other tasks during services
whenever he was able to finish milking in time. Both Boxer’s and Peter’s jockeys were St
Mary’s bellringers, so with Prestbury 1, 2, 3, a very satisfactory result was achieved! More
than enough money was raised to both rehang the bells and build a new scout hut. The
quarter peal to celebrate The Coronation went ahead.

Almost 50 years later | encouraged my daughter to learn to ring, and | was delighted when
she announced she would be ringing for ‘Ring in 2000’ as part of the Millennium
celebrations. This was a large-scale church bellringing event which was to take place on
1st January 2000 in as many churches as possible all around the country. She did this at her
local church, St James the Great, Dauntsey in Wiltshire, and described the very same
excitement as | had experienced for the Coronation peal.

Every twenty years or so, bell ropes need to be renewed, and this was done recently at
St Mary’s at the end of May 2025. Sponsorship was invited to pay for each one of the eight
ropes to be renewed, and | jumped at the chance. When word reached the ringers | was
offered the old rope. | requested No.3 which was the bell on which | learned to ring and
handled the most often during my ten years as a Prestbury ringer.

~ 8~
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Having taken part in The Coronation Peal in 1953,

in which | rang No.6, it was a privilege to be ak L__ssll ._-J(

invited to ring No.3 in a five minute ‘touch’ to ,g 5 | e
L,.

celebrate The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, after a | &y : l
lay-off of 60 years (by me, not the bell!). On L « :
6th June (D-Day) which | shall now have to call i 4 ]
‘Delivery Day’, Prestbury tower secretary, Jenni '
Scruton, tapped on my front door. She was J '\,
holding a bulky carrier bag in which was coiled the
old bell-rope that pulled ‘my bell’, No.3. It now
dangles resplendently in the corner of my sitting
room, a constant reminder of many happy times
spent in St Mary’s church tower and in particular,
the ringing chamber!

| won’t review Dorothy L Sayers’ novel
‘The Nine Tailors’ but will recommend it
for a well-written and intriguing read.
The book is described as Sayers’ finest
literary achievement and the story,
which is set in the Lincolnshire Fens,
involves a band of ringers. Tailor Paul
- " was the tenor bell in the church of
St Paul at Fenchurch St Paul, and it was tolled nine times to signify the death of a man. |
would not want to spoil it for anyone who hasn’t read it and is interested enough to do so,
except to say it is my favourite of all mystery stories. For those who prefer watching to
reading, there is an excellent DVD available which stars lan Carmichael as Lord Peter
Wimsey. All is revealed when the congregation of St Paul’s sing the hymn ‘Holy, Holy,
Holy’. | will say no more!

Bernard Parkin
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PRESTBURY WI HALL’S CENTENARY

Walking or driving in the area of Bouncers Lane and the mini roundabouts, have you ever
looked at the WI Hall and wondered about its heritage! For many of us I’'m sure we just
think of it as always being there, part of the scenery, a fixture in the village, a venue, a
community asset. It actually has a remarkable history.

Prestbury Women'’s Institute was established in 1921 by a group of enthusiastic ladies and
began with 49 members. Whilst the WI itself was formed for ladies from all walks of life,
either rich or poor, it is obvious that the core committee at the time were from a higher
class of society. In the 1920s some, but not all ladies, had the right to vote in general
elections but only if they owned property. From the very early days when the ladies met in
the Men’s Club rooms next to the King’s Arms, they were very keen to find a building of
their own where they could hold meetings.

So how did these 49 women raise enough money to take on such a venture? Maud Baghot
dela Bere, Constance Lilian Ratcliff, Mrs Daubeney, and Hilda Seabrooke were all ladies
living off their own means. These, because of their standing, knew people who could help
or who could help them raise money for their cause, and they soon had a savings bank
account which they labelled “The Building Fund”.

They began to look for some land to buy where they could organise the building of a hall
and in 1924 Major Capel offered the ladies a plot of land, next to where the old
weighbridge was, for £40. This was a very generous offer but the hall still needed to be
built.

Miss Ratcliff lived in Southam De la Bere House, now Ellenborough Park Hotel, with her
mother and two of her sisters. She was a trained nurse and was Commandant of the VAD
Hospital at the racecourse during WW?1 for which she was awarded an OBE. In 1924 she
asked Mr Coates Carter, a notable architect, who was living at “The Manor House” in
Prestbury, to design a Hall for the Institute ladies. He undertook the task as a favour to
Miss Ratcliff.

The building costs were £1,461 6 shillings and 6 pence, with heating and lighting extra. In
order that this could happen much fund raising was going on and an anonymous friend had
offered a loan of £1,200 at an interest rate of 1% per year and by the end of the year the
WI members had raised £650 and a loan of only £1000 was needed.

In February 1925 the plans were passed by the Rural District Council and by September
the Hall was ready to be opened though some work was still in progress. Now with 150
fully paid-up members in the group and a balance of only £22 in the kitty, fund raising
proceeded in earnest with whist drives, rummage sales, dances and even a pageant at
Southam De la Bere House. By 1930 there was enough money in the building fund to
complete payment of the loan and the hall became the official property of Prestbury
Women’s Institute which is how it remains.

The Women'’s Institute Hall in Prestbury was officially opened on September 23rd 1925 by
the Dowager Duchess of Beaufort, then chair of Gloucester County Federation of
Women’s Institutes.

~11 ~
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On 24th September this year we are going to celebrate the remarkable achievement of ‘the
ladies who built the hall’ 100 years ago with an afternoon tea for the current WI
membership with some honoured guests, including the present Duchess of Beaufort.

The WI Hall remains the property of Prestbury WI and has become a much loved and well
used building for both the WVI ladies and the community as a whole. It has been extended
and modernised over the years with a kitchen extension and updated toilets. It runs as a
charity with 4 trustees but it is the members who own the property. It has been constantly
run and managed by WI| members who volunteer their time for the maintenance and
upkeep of this treasured building which many admire when they visit.

So next time when you walk or drive past the Hall, spare a moment to think about ‘the
ladies who built the hall’ and for all those who have followed in their footsteps, continuing
their legacy of providing a hall where women can meet, whilst also maintaining this
wonderful asset for the local community, past, present and future.

Val Porter

The Prestbury WI Hall as it is today
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Two views of the hall from ¢.1925
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WALKING WITH GOD IN NATURE

In early August six of us enjoyed a lovely summer
walk starting from St Mary's churchyard and
progressing up Mill Lane and Queenwood Grove,
up through the fields to the Three Sisters trees
on the common. As is usual, it was pretty blowy
up there so the children took advantage of that
and did a bit of kite flying. Then we found a
sheltered spot (see photo P) and shared a few
quiet minutes engaging in a Christian meditation in
which we found a slowing and calm after the hard
work of the climb and the blustery wind. Even the
youngest of us sensed the stillness.

Snacks and drinks followed and then we
continued along the common edge (and saw lots
of grasshoppers) as far as the aerials. Nearby, we
came off the aerials-road and came down the
sunken pathway (which used to be the road to
the Cleeve Hill racecourse) where the children
had tremendous fun in the leaves! We emerged
onto the tarmac of Mill Lane and ambled our way

The beautiful view from our
picnic spot, with St Mary's
church just visible in the valley

There were so many positive aspects to
this outing including chatting together,
healthy exercise and fresh air of course,
noticing the large and small wonders of
God's creation, exploring, listening,
paddling in a muddy spring and in a gently
flowing brook and generally just slowing
down to be at one with creation. We
were out for three and a half hours and
had a fab time!

What else would you do with lively
children and a stack of leaves?

Helen Mann
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Prestbury Memorial Trust

Prestbury Memorial Trust has been in existence for 75 years. It most likely has never been
so active in the Prestbury community as now.

The Charity has a group of Trustees who run the show. This was demonstrated at the
beginning of August when a Coffee Morning was staged at The Royal Oak pub in The
Burgage. This was a repeat event this year and indeed previous years.

This could not take place without the on-site support of the Pub who give generously of
their time and facilities; without this, the event would not be the success it is. So, a big
'THANK YOU’ to Matt and his team.

The aim of the event is to raise funds to support the Charity which in turn benefits the
community. With support from the local populace the event proved to be a commercial
success ... well it always is!! Result .. an amount just shy of £800 was raised! | could say this
exceeded our expectations.

That is not the end of the story .. the following
weekend, Jane and Penny gave up their Sunday time [
and hosted a Jam and Chutney stall at the
Horticultural Show staged at Pittville School. The
above products are all 'Home Made' you
understand.

This event realised the sum of approximately £290!
Well done to you both.

My reader may ruminate .. what is all this money
going to be used for? Apart from all the many day-
to-day expenses, | can let you into a bit of inside
info.

The Charity, is saving hard to buy a replacement n“d-- N
Mini Bus; our current bus is a bit rough around the edges, as we say, It has accumulated a
high mileage and may die on us one day! We always have to be looking ahead and be
prepared for the unexpected.

If anybody wishes further information about Prestbury Memorial Trust, you can contact
our helpful Warden, Jenny Roden on 01242 579097.

Nigel Woodcock
Transport Committee Member
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Book review

Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell @
First published in UK in 2020 by Tinder Press e ‘
This dazzling enchanting book is most likely the most R N s .

absorbing and enriching we could ever read. Hamnet was
Shakespeare's son who unexpectedly died aged 11. Four
years later Shakespeare wrote Hamlet but this is really a
wondrous account of Agnes, Shakespeare's wife, a healer
and herbalist, at one with the natural world.

Shakespeare, in his teens, was Latin tutor to her brothers.
Their love began in an apple store on her father's farm and
brought about the birth of their daughter Judith and their
marriage. Shakespeare was considered far from a catch.

As Stratford was a backwater and Agnes so valued and
loved, she was spared denouncement as a witch by those
wanting to please James | when his dreadful thesis on witches caused the deaths of
hundreds of healers like her and countless others, including many from my husband’s parish
in Lancashire.

Reading this truly wonderful book is like being wrapped in the most beautiful intricate
tapestry ever created.

Do read this moving touching book which has deservedly won prizes and topped bestseller
lists, and blows the mind of anyone who reads it.

Such a book makes one glad to be alive and hugely grateful to Maggie O'Farrell for the
writing of it.

Elizabeth Rowe
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Brass Cleaning at St Mary's

At the end of July five of us had a jolly and chatty time cleaning brass and silver and we also
cleaned up the high altar candles which are actually white plastic tubes with spring-loaded
candles inserted in the top. It is always nice to gather in this way and, as well as the
therapeutic benefits of restoring items to their full brilliance, we also get to know each
other better and enjoy some laughter together. Tea was of course part of the session and
some yummy chocolates. Thank you all for a lovely afternoon.

Helen Mann

Gardening at St Nics

It was time to trim back the growth. The unusually warm summer has certainly
encouraged our church garden to show off its beautiful foliage to good effect.

Nigel Woodcock
~ 18 ~
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"Moss Removal& Roof Cleaning N

Patio &| Driveway*Cleaning
Render & Brickwork Cleaning
Solar Panel & Skylight Cleaning
Installation of Bird Protection & Chi

7

KW SHARPENING
SERVICES ™

At KW Sharpening we can provide a professional service to sharpen almost all bladed items
be it Garden Tools, Kitchen Knives or Chainsaws. We use the latest machines to give you the
best service and sharpest edge for your tools. We pride ourselves on having 133 5 Star
reviews on Google. If in any doubt, please give me a ring to discuss your sharpening needs.

We specialise in the following: jo I .
« Dog Grooming Scissors and Clipper Blades 4 @O
* Horse Clipper Blades Please give me, Ken a ring to arrange a
» Clipper Servicing booking, and subject to prior workload most
» Hairdressing / Barbering Scissor o lo‘:sondmim':hr:w »
3 : an item is needed urgently, | ots
Cérpentry Tools Chisels, Planer Blades etc.. Nabld ¢ @ st serviad anir i the
* Circular / Chop Saw Blades workload allows it can be done whilst you woit.

Unit 15 Space Business Centre, Tewksbury Road (Behind Homebase) Cheltenham GL51 9FL
Call: 07379 422942 Email: ken@kwsharpening.co.uk
Instagram: @kw_sharpening Web: www.kwsharpening.co.uk

C2 To advertise your business please contact advertising@prestbury.net
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A London Marathon 2025 Update
from Linda and David Jackson

It’s been over a couple of months since our marathon, and only now - maybe
thanks to my chemo-fogged brain, am | starting to realise just what a big deal it
was. The latest bit of news along the journey is that | am a finalist for the BBC
‘Make a Difference’ fundraising award and raised £16,000 for Sue Ryder
Leckhampton.

Looking back, | think of my run a marathon idea as a ‘nugget of hope’ like a
skimming a stone across the water. | tossed it out there, not knowing where it
would land or how far it would go. Each bounce sent out ripples, touching
places and people | couldn’t have imagined.

The marathon gave me something to focus on: a personal challenge. It pushed
me physically and mentally. | was often well outside my comfort zone. But deep
down, | knew | wasn’t doing it alone. Mark, Dave, and so many friends were
there, quietly holding me up. Even so, there were plenty of moments where |
doubted myself - where that little voice whispered, you’re not a runner.

But for me, this was about more than just running. It was a way to honour
those who are no longer with us. I've been genuinely touched by the messages,
the generosity, and the kindness from friends, family, and even strangers. | didn’t
expect to inspire anyone. | was just trying to do something that made me feel
alive.

And now, hearing what people have said - it's overwhelming, in the best way.
I’m still learning how to accept the compliments. I’'m not trying to be a hero. I'm
just living life with stage 4 cancer, the only way | know how: Linda’s way.

Just showing up each day, being present, and doing my best to seize every
moment - as someone wiser than | once said: “Carpe Diem”.

Please save the date for our next fundraiser:

Montpellier Brass Ensemble will be playing a program of popular classics at
St Nicolas Church, at 3pm on Sunday 21st September 2025, followed
by afternoon tea, cakes and a raffle.

Suggested donation of £10 by retiring collection, all proceeds will go to
Sue Ryder Leckhampton Court.

Please contact Linda Jackson 07866762606 for further information and raffle
prize donations will be much appreciated.
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Forthcoming Events

Concert with Cake
All Welcome!

Severn’s Eight Close Harmony

Britten Parsons Cox Tallis
St Mary’s Patronal Festival

% Blf? THDA Yca KEJS'?

"’—’

ST MARY CHURCH, MILL STREET
PRESTBURY, GL52 3BQ
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 7" 3.00PM
ADULT £5; CHILDREN FREE

Tickets Contact: David Lyle 07487869152
shawgreenlyle@hotmail.com
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RIDE AND STRIDE. SATURDAY 13th September

This annual fundraiser in aid of Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust is a wonderful
opportunity to get out and about to visit and explore some of the wonderful churches in
our area. Participants travel by whatever means they can manage, in return for sponsorship.
They can visit any number of churches and travel a distance to suit themselves. In previous
years some have cycled or run round the Cotswold churches whilst others have visited the
many churches in Cheltenham town and others still have run to all of the churches in the
North Cheltenham Team. Most churches are open especially for this event and many offer
lovely refreshments for participants. Half of the money raised remains with a church of
your choice and half goes to GHCT who use it to support churches across Gloucestershire
with renovations and repairs. Our churches have benefitted from grants from GHCT on
several occasions and participating in the event has the added benefit of ensuring we can do
so again in the future. If you would like to take part, or for more info contact Helen
07814 638990. It would be good to see some new faces!

Helen Mann 07814 638990

Bereavement Friendship Group

We will be meeting in St Mary’s Church, Prestbury
on Monday 15 September at 2.15-4pm

If you have lost a loved one and would like to talk to others in a similar situation, please
come along. You will be most welcome, whether you are new or have come before.

Light refreshments will be provided. Marion Povey

Welcome on Wednesday

Wednesday, 17 September at 2.30pm in the @ % o
St Nicolas Room. There will be home-made —
cakes, tea or coffee for £2 and the chance to meet e’

friends and have a friendly chat. So please come ( \‘_} . — g
along, maybe bringing a neighbour? S

Fundraiser for Sue Ryder

Montpellier Brass Ensemble will be playing a program of popular classics at
St Nicolas Church, at 3pm on Sunday 21st September 2025, followed
by afternoon tea, cakes and a raffle.

Suggested donation of £10 by retiring collection, all proceeds will go to
Sue Ryder Leckhampton Court.

Please contact Linda Jackson 07866762606 for further information and raffle
prize donations will be much appreciated.
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CELTIC COMMUNION AT LINEOVER WOOD

Sunday 21st September 6pm

Weather permitting, this is a most extraordinary Celtic Communion service held in a glade
of mature fir trees in the centre of the ancient woodland of Lineover. Owls have been
known to accompany our singing and the setting of the sun between the tall trees is a sight
to behold. There is parking, though car sharing would be more in the ethos of the occasion,
and there will be soft drinks and cake afterwards. There is a compacted-stone woodland
trail to get to the fir trees from the car park, and we sit on tree stumps so please consider
your ability to manage this, especially as it may be a bit muddy after rain. The car park is on
the right just after the Reservoir Inn on the A40 London Road. It is on a bend, so do be
cautious when arriving and leaving. This is in place of Evening Prayer but if the weather is
too bad it will take place in St Mary's church instead at the same time of 6pm. For info or
to confirm location contact me on 07814 638990.

Before this, for the energetic and sound of heart, there will be an hour's God-in-Nature
amble of around two miles (including a very steep climb of around 3/4 of a mile and difficult
terrain) which will be muddy if we have rain. We will gather in the Lineover car park at
4.30pm. Please let me know if you would like to join us for that.

Helen Mann 07814 638990

Volunteers' thank-you afternoon tea at St Nicolas
Sunday 28th September 3pm

This is a TEAM occasion to say Thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers. It is for
anyone who performs duties of any sort on behalf of our churches. All of your efforts are
so important to the running and life of our churches so please don't think your
contribution is not worthy! There are many people who do jobs but don't actually attend
services so if you know of any, please do invite them too.

It will be a bring-and-share afternoon tea and if the weather is good we will be outside, if
not, then we will be in the church hall. We will need an idea of numbers and what you will
be bringing so please check the pew sheet for details of who to contact about that. It
would be great to see you there.

Helen Mann

HARVEST celebrations

5 October 2025 in our team churches.
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TIMES OF REGULAR CHURCH SERVICES

St Mary’s Church, Prestbury

Said Eucharist

Breakfast Celebrate! — All-age worship
Breakfast Celebrate! at Infant School
Sung Eucharist

Evening Prayer at Capel Court
Benediction

Evening Prayer

Said Eucharist

Sung Eucharist
Said Eucharist

Holy Mass

Solemn Mass

Choral Evensong and Benediction
Evening Prayer and Benediction

Holy Mass

Holy Mass

Holy Mass

Holy Mass for Our Lady of Walsingham

Family Communion
Evensong

BCP Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Evensong

Holy Communion

Sunday 0800
1st Sunday 0930
Other Sundays 0900
1100
1st Sunday 1830
2nd Sunday 1700
Other Sundays 1700
Thursday 1030
St Nicolas Church, Prestbury
Sunday 0930*
Tuesday 1000
All Saints Church, Pittville
Sunday 0800
1030%*
1st & 3rd Sunday 1730
Other Sundays 1730
Wednesday 1830
Thursday 1115
Friday 1200
Saturday 1st Saturday 1000
St Lawrence Church, Swindon Village
Sunday 1st Sunday 0930
1700
2nd Sunday 0930
3rd Sunday 0930
1700
4th Sunday 0930
5th Sundays 1000

Benefice Holy Communion
alternates with St Mary Magdalene

St Mary Magdalene Church, EImstone Hardwicke

Sunday 1st Sunday 1100
2nd Sunday 1100
3rd Sunday 1100
4th Sunday 1100
5th Sunday 1000
Wednesday 2nd Wednesday 1900
Thursday  4th Thursday 1900

BCP Holy Communion

Family Service (nho communion)

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Benefice Holy Communion
alternates with St Lawrence

Celtic Evening Prayer

Celtic Communion

* These services are usually streamed on the internet. These and other services are recorded
so may be accessed live or later on the Team’s YouTube page -

https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/streams
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Parish Directory continued

Children’s Work St Mary’s C of E (VA) Schools

Linda Biggs 01242 510856 | Executive Head Teacher: Mr Matt Ferris
linda.biggs@prestbury.net 01242 383817

Safeguarding Officer Hall Letting

Linda Biggs 07769 581822 | Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane 01242 239590

Parish Magazine bookings@prestburyhall.com

Editor: Brian Wood 01242 515941 | St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane
. hallhire@northchelt.org.uk
magazine@prestbury.net

Advertising: Richard Johnson 07535 417828 | Parish Giving Scheme
advertising@prestbury.net 76 Kingsholm Road,
Gloucester GL1 3BD 0333 002 1260
info@parishgiving.org.uk

Copy Dates and Themes for Future Magazines 2025

Issue Copy Date Theme
October  Sunday 14 September Crafts
November Sunday 12 October Avenues

Dec/Jan Sunday 16 November New Year

Prestbury Parish Magazine is usually published on the last Sunday of the month. The copy
date is usually the Sunday 2 weeks before this, but there may be scope for some flexibility.

Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’
2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN
or preferably by email to magazine@prestbury.net

October 2025 Magazine Theme: Crafts

Please send copy by Sunday 14 September 2025
or soon after
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Planning an
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royaloakprestbury@butcombepubs.com

01242 522344

Ask us about
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The Pavilion, our versatile
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Bl 25% OFF FOOD
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All day every Wednesday for Butcombe Loyalty Club members

Join the club: Scan to download the
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