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Getting a Perspective on “Achievement” 
I wonder what you would consider your greatest achievement.  In his book ‘God of 
Surprises’ Gerard Hughes SSJ offers a series of spiritual exercises based, in some 

part, on the exercises of Ignatius of Loyola.  One of the first exercises he suggests 
one does is to write one’s own obituary.  It sounds fairly morbid on one level, but 

on another, it helps focus the mind on what it is that is important in your life, on 
what you would consider your greatest achievement. 

In April I discovered a blog from an American called Meredith Gordon.  I don’t know 

who she is -  I came across the article as I was searching the internet for something else.  

Her entry was as follows: 

“As I'm reading the New York Times, I come across an article, an obituary actually, that 

makes my blood boil. At the age of 88, famed rocket scientist Yvonne Brill passed away. 

She was a leader in her field, even honored by President Barack Obama with the Medal of 

Technology. 

But her obituary in the New York Times begins like this: "She made a mean beef 

stroganoff, followed her husband from job to job, took 8 years off from work to raise three 

children, 'The world's best mom,' her son Matthew said." 

A woman who received the Medal of Technology from President Obama is still relegated, by 

her obituary, to the quality of her beef stroganoff. Are you kidding me?” 

Ms Gordon went on to argue that such a thing would never have been written about a 

man...but that is NOT the point I want to make! 

The point is that it’s very easy to measure achievement in terms of tangible outcomes.  A 

business is seen as successful if it has a healthy balance sheet.  A child is seen as successful 

if it achieves good grades in exams.  Society rates success in terms of material 

achievement.  A country is deemed economically successful by its Gross National 

Product, or Gross Domestic Product.  Yvonne Brill’s greatest achievement in the eyes of 

Meredith Gordon was her role as a rocket scientist.  In the eyes of her son, it was her 

role as his mother.  I don’t know what Yvonne Brill herself would rate as her greatest 

achievement. 

One of the things that we learn from the gospels is that Jesus was not afraid to point out 

that there was another way to live, a way that had a different set of values.  It’s not just 

the Christian faith that expounds a different view.  Bhutan in the 1970’s coined the 

phrase Gross National Happiness.  At first offered as a casual, offhand remark, the 

concept was taken seriously, as the Centre for Bhutan Studies, under the leadership 

of Karma Ura, developed a sophisticated survey instrument to measure the population's 

general level of well-being using four ‘pillars’ – health, environment, governance and 

culture.   

We could do well sometimes to dig beneath the surface of a balance sheet or economic 

reports of a person’s career or possessions.  We might then discover that their 

achievements go further than we think:  in binding up the broken hearted, in feeding the 

poor,  in clothing the naked.  In making a difference in people’s lives.  What can we do to 

make that our greatest achievement? 

The Revd Liz Palin  
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Editorial Team Corner 
‘By their fruits, ye shall know them.’ (Matthew 7, 20) 

Our front cover photo marks Richard Gould’s completion of ‘The Way’ in just under 2 

months.  On behalf of the North Cheltenham Team Ministry we congratulate you, 

Richard, and thank you for sharing the preparation and day to day challenge of your 

momentous achievement. 

I wish to highlight the skills and talents of Kate Giles, an IT member of the Magazine 

Editorial Team, who has worked her ‘magic’ for all of us for 15 months. Sadly, yet 

understandably, she needs to leave, due to increasing family and full time work 

commitments.   Our task is to find her replacement. 

The IT roles are crucial to the development and production of the Magazine. The IT trio 

work as a ‘unit’. Kate’s replacement will need to commit to approximately 8 hours per 

month. For interested ‘volunteers’ the IT trio are happy to talk to you, outline job 

requirements and train as necessary. 

OUR SEARCH FOR KATE’S REPLACEMENT IS URGENT.  PLEASE CONTACT JEAN JOHNSON 

The following article encapsulates the splendid North Cheltenham Parish Achievements 

over one sunny weekend in June… Three in One! 

Jean Johnson 

 

What a wonderful weekend Prestbury had over 7th, 8th and 9th June, and how kind the 

weather was to all that had been arranged! 

Starting on Friday, the Prestbury Memorial Trust held a very successful coffee morning at 

the Royal Oak, raising £539, which was well attended by villagers from Luncheon Club 

and the Arts and Crafts group. 

On Saturday, which was a glorious day, the Prestbury Village held the first of the Open 

Gardens.  Scores of people were seen walking, chatting and smiling as they made their 

way to and from eleven beautiful gardens around the village.  The gardens were all very 

different, ranging from “newly planted”, which held great potential, minimalistic, 

simplicity, and cottagey, to the finest designs in English Gardens which had had time to 

mature over many years.  Each garden was tended with such love and passion, and so 

many hours each week must be spent in maintaining the very high standards.  Some 

gardens also had soft fruit cages and vegetables growing which were a delight to see and 

were all “weed free”! 

The cream teas, served in the church, did a roaring trade and were delicious.  A bevy of 

ladies could be seen preparing, serving and washing up.  I believe similar numbers of 

people visited the gardens and sampled the teas on Sunday. 

On Saturday evening the Prestbury Scouts held their pig roast and open air concert, 

featuring the band ”Dancin’ Easy”, in the Scout Field.  This, too, proved very popular. 

So much planning and hard-work went into the organising and execution of this weekend 

and I am sure I can say, on behalf of hundreds of people, a very Big Thank You to 

everyone who was involved in any way in making the weekend a great success. 

Sheila Beer  
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Katherine Lyle 
It was with shock and sadness that Prestbury received the news of the tragic death of 

Katherine Lyle at the age of twenty six on Tuesday 11th June. She was a lively and 

energetic person who had grown up here, attending the local schools and also our youth 

groups, and will be greatly missed. Our thoughts and prayers are very much with her 

family over the coming months. 

 

Special thanks are due to the Friends of St Mary's, Prestbury, who kindly postponed a 

scheduled event to make way for Katherine's memorial service. This took place at 

St Mary's on Friday 28th June at 2pm, the day after the funeral which was attended by her 

immediate family. 
Fr Michael & Fr Daniel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Magazine Deadline Date 
Copy date for the next magazine is Saturday 13th July 2013.  Copy should be sent by 

email to magazine@prestbury.net  

 

Please note: the next magazine covers the two months of August and September. 

 

 
 

Future Magazine Themes 
August / Sep. – Journeys 

October – Spirits 

November –  Music   

December / Jan. –  Christmas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Cover photo:  
Bronze figures on the alto de Perdon on ’The Way.’ 

Photographer - Richard Gould 
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 “The best things in life are free…..” 

So say the lyrics of the well-known Beatles’ song – at least they are well known to folk of 

my generation!  Recently, I became aware of a very important free resource. 

I was in London on Sunday 21st April, which just happened to be the 4th Sunday of Easter 

and the date of the London Marathon.  It will not surprise those who know me that the 

latter had nothing whatsoever to do with my visit.  I had gone up for a performance of 

Nabucco sung by Placido Domingo at the Royal Opera House on Saturday.  Travelling by 

train from Cheltenham meant that there was no means of getting home to Cheltenham 

late on Saturday night – hence I found myself in London on the Sunday morning.  

I took the opportunity to attend the 8.00 am BCP communion service at St Martin-in-

the-Fields.  It was a lovely, intimate service with only 5 communicants (3 regulars and 2 

visitors) in the choir stalls.  At the end of the service the priest exhorted the 3 regulars 

to attend the APCM which was to be held in the Crypt that afternoon!  On leaving the 

church I realised that, for the first time, I had had an audience when taking communion.  

St Martin-in-the Fields is well known for its work amongst the homeless in London, and 

several had taken the opportunity to escape from the bitterly cold wind outside to seek 

refuge in the warm church.  And, in marked contrast to St Mary Magdalene, it was warm. 

But I digress!  In the Parish Newsletter there was an article by the Revd. Will Morris on 

the Abundance of God.  Revd.  Morris – a Non-Stipendiary Minister – apparently likes to 

travel. And he likes to travel light – his one iron rule is to travel only with carry-on 

luggage. Planning for a long trip he went online and discovered an extraordinary range of 

Bibles and other Christian books available free for download to his computer.  So, I 

thought I would do a little research.  

For those with iPads, the iBooks store contains several books on Christian theology and 

versions of the Bible available for download free of charge; others cost the princely sum 

of £0.49!  Free Bible downloads include the King James Bible, the English Standard 

Version, the Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB). Also available foc is the 140 Bible 

– an interpretation of the Bible for a generation obsessed by text messaging! 

Moving to the Amazon Kindle Store, I found the ESV (with and without cross-references) 

and the Woman’s Bible.  Unfortunately, the King James Bible – the 400th Anniversary 

Edition of the Book that Changed the World – costs £2.69. 

Thanks to Revd. Will Morris, I have become aware that there is a tremendous resource 

of various versions of the Holy Bible, and a wealth of Christian literature, available online 

for download free of charge or for a very small charge. 

Peter Fischer 
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Questions for God: The hardest of all 

For the past few months we have been looking at questions for or about God posed by 

children at St Mary’s CofE Junior School. Today we look at the hardest questions of them 

all: why does God allow evil and suffering? 

“If God promised there would be no more floods, 

like in Noah’s ark, how come there still [are]. Is God lying?” 

“If he is real, how come so many people die in war?” 

God does not kill people.  God does not hurt people.  God is not pleased when anyone 

dies or is hurt.  He does not force himself on us - he gives us complete freedom.  Sadly 

we do not use it well all the time and some of us hurt and even kill.  When I worked in a 

hospital I met a lot of people who faced terrible loss.  I found it was easier to say what I 

don’t believe than what I do believe.  I do not believe anyone is being punished, or that 

God is absent, or that God does not care.  But that still leaves us asking why?  Why did it 

happen? Why now? Why this person and not that person?  And my answer is I do not 

know.  Sometimes I think we look for meaning when what counts is value.  What is 

important is that someone has died, and they are precious to God.  When people are 

hurting it doesn’t always help to talk about God unless they are talking about God, and 

even then the pain can make it the wrong time to think about that. Christians don’t have 

to make God appear in these situations.  We trust that he is present. 
 

“How do you watch everyone at the same time?” 

We are back to that saying “God is spirit”. Somehow God is everywhere all the time. 

Sometimes I think what he hears is like a song made up of many notes, but I can’t really 

imagine what it is like to be God. My brain is too small. 
 

“What does God look like?” 

There are a lot of world faiths, and they would have different answers. Christians believe 

God has shown us his face by becoming a human – Jesus – and so we say God looks like 

Jesus.  So what does Jesus look like then?  Maybe it is no mistake that Jesus was born at a 

time before photos and in a culture that didn’t allow portraits.  Whether he had a beard 

or not isn’t important.  For Christians the point is that he joined us in human life, 

showing us that what he wants is an eternal relationship.  He already knows us.  He 

wants us to know him too. 
 

“Is God real?” 

I believe God is real, but that doesn’t make him real.  Most people in the world believe in 

God, and most of them are Christians, but none of that makes God real.  He is real if he 

is real and if he isn’t we can’t make him exist.  He is either there or not.  You have to 

respond to the evidence. 

 

I hope this series has been helpful.  Jesus himself said; “Seek and you will find”. In my 

experience God is pretty robust.  He can stand our questions and maybe has some of his 

own.  So keep asking, and thank you for sharing. 
Fr Daniel 
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Introducing Nick Tucker Brown  

Nick Tucker Brown has lived in Cheltenham all his life and as a child worshipped with his 

family at Holy Apostles. 

Marrying Anne in 1969, they moved to Prestbury where they bought a small cottage 

known as Woodbine Cottage in Queenwood Grove.  As their family grew, so the 

cottage became what it is now and it was renamed Queenwood House. They are now 

blessed with three daughters, three great sons-in-law and eight grandchildren under the 

age of 10! 

Nick is a chartered surveyor and still working full time having a family business that is a 

holiday resort in North Cornwall called Retallack Resort and Spa.  This is a large 5 star 

self-catering resort where they have a Fowrider, (a surfing machine that you see on the 

back of ocean liners) and James Nathan, the winner a few years ago of Master Chef, runs 

the restaurant. 

When not working, Anne and Nick enjoy playing golf and bridge. They have a holiday 

home in The Algarve. 

Nick was truly daunted at the prospect of taking on the role of churchwarden and was so 

relieved to find that Mary Turner, his co-warden, was very experienced and incredibly 

efficient.  Her help has already started to ease him into the role but he admits that there 

is far more to the role of being Churchwarden than he ever realised. 

Nick has worked with several parishes over the past 10 years in an attempt to solve the 

problem of running a parish with buildings that had passed their economic life span.  On 

two occasions the parishioners agreed that the only sensible course was to demolish the 

building, one Victorian and one 1920’s, and sell part of the land for development to pay 

for a brand new worship centre. These very flexible buildings now serve the whole of the 

parish 7 days a week. However those challenges he feels are simple compared to the 

challenge of making a beautiful medieval building like St Mary’s meet today’s needs of the 

Parish on a 7 days a week basis.  

 

 
Nick and Anne with Oakley, their grandson  
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“We never did quite make it back to Hereford” 

….introducing Marcus Steel 

At the APCM I was elected as Churchwarden at St. Nicolas’ Church and was duly sworn 

in by the Archdeacon on 14th May – at which point I think I became “official”. 

I was born and brought up in Hereford, the Cathedral was our local church, in fact my 

parents worshipped at the Cathedral all their lives and we lived just a stone’s throw away 

from that lovely place.  We were also heavily involved with the Three Choirs Festival, my 

father having helped Sir Percy Hull to restart it after the Second World War.  My wife 

Liz’s father was a vicar in rural north Herefordshire, although we met in London where 

we were both working; I was working in the City and she had trained as a nurse at St. 

Thomas’s.  A short while after our first child was born (we now have three children and 

an embarrassingly large number of grandchildren), we decided that we wanted to get out 

of London and return to that most beautiful of counties, Herefordshire; I may be slightly 

biased in that! 

We got as far as Cheltenham, where we arrived in 1972, and where I was extremely 

fortunate to find myself working for Spirax Sarco Engineering and I stayed with them for 

37 years.  I am an accountant by training and after a while I moved away from finance and 

into general management. For my last ten years I was Chief Executive until I retired in 

2008.  I might add that in my childhood, Cheltenham was regarded by Herefordians as a 

rather upmarket shopping centre, greatly superior to Hereford, and when we came over 

we used to get dressed up for the occasion. 

When we arrived in Cheltenham, we started worshipping at St. Nicolas and have done so 

for the last – oh dear me it’s 41 years.  Liz and I were delighted when Paul Iles came to 

Prestbury after he retired from the Chapter at Hereford. We had known him well for 

many years. Furthermore, he was a curate with my mother’s cousin, who later became 

Dean of Hereford. This is a connection that I really cherish.  Over the years I have 

helped with the Sunday school, organised the fete, chaired the Finance Committee and so 

on – now I am a churchwarden, which I have to say is quite daunting; Janet is being very 

supportive and easing me in gently.  I will do my best, but I think I could do with the 

support of your prayers. 

Marcus Steel 

 
Liz and Marcus Steel  
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Tribute to Margaret Compton on behalf of St Nic’s 

When the congregation were asked for contributions to an appreciation of 

Margaret’s work as a churchwarden at St. Nicolas, we received a number of responses.   

In what follows I’ve edited these into what I hope is a rounded picture of the great work 

Margaret has done for St. Nicolas over the past 7 years.  

“We have known Margaret and her family for many years as members of our 

Church but when a person takes on a role such as churchwarden they tend to come into 

focus more and naturally loom larger due to their position within the Church 

establishment. We were fortunate to obtain the support of Margaret as she tackled her 

responsibilities with gusto and much enthusiasm.” 

“One has to appreciate that the functions and responsibilities of a warden may be 

likened to an iceberg in that you can only have a view of a small percentage of the whole. 

In the visible bits Margaret always greets everyone coming to St Nicolas with warmth and 

kindness. She is particularly welcoming to those returning after illness or bereavement.” 

“The contribution made by Margaret’s family, especially Derek, has been greatly 

appreciated.” 

 “Margaret has selflessly given of her time administering her duties and ensuring the 

machinery of the church functions without fault and also taking due notice of any 

requirements presented to her by the clergy.” 

“Amongst the less visible bits of her work are committees and discussion groups, 

where she has been considerate and generous in listening to others, without being afraid 

to express her own opinions.  For many of us we only see what goes on on a Sunday 

morning but there is a lot going on in the Parish life of a warden that we do not see or 

think about.” 

 “She is a very capable, efficient lady and is not a soft touch. I have observed that 

leaders of various organisations have a healthy respect for her. They know she has high 

standards.” 

“Thank you, Margaret, for always being willing to cope with concerns and queries, with a 

cheerful smile.” 

 Collated by Geoff and Ruth Shaw 
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An Appreciation to Margaret (H) from the 11 o’clockers 

We would like to extend a very big thank you to Margaret Holman. She has been one of 

St Mary’s greatest assets and support to the clergy for the entire period of her office. 

She has given unstintingly of her time, talents and expertise, supported wholeheartedly by 

her husband Colin and her own strong faith. 

She was always approachable, friendly and ready to help.  Each Sunday she greeted 

everyone with warm words and a smiling face.  Knowing the members of the 

congregation, she took note of any who were ill and in need of a visit.  

Feedback from Mary Turner: 

“For the last three years I have worked with Margaret as fellow churchwarden.  Her advice 

and support during this time have been invaluable, and without this I would have been 

unable to continue as churchwarden.  I feel we had a really good working relationship and 

she has become a much valued friend” 

Most of us have only a vague idea of what is involved in the role of churchwarden, quite 

an onerous undertaking. 

She could probably write a book! 

Margaret Waker 

 

Advertisement 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Prestbury Mothers’ Union 

On Tuesday 23rd July we meet at St Nicolas’ Church at 7.30pm. Our speaker will be 

Reverend Sarah James and our evening is shared poetry.  Sarah would like to invite you 

to bring along your favourite poems. 

We do not meet in August, and our September speaker is Cynthia Millar and she is 

coming to tell us about The Mothers’ Union money advisory Service. This scheme has 

been operating for 21 years and the MUMAS has now reached client 1000. 

It is a free confidential advice service provided in the client’s own home. Advisers are 

professionally trained and the help they give includes a review of expenditure and 

income, drawing up a budget and negotiating with creditors. 

Our MU appeal last year was the ‘The Wheels Appeal’ and this year it is called ‘The icing 

on the cake’, and if you have not already made a donation, and would like to, would you 

kindly give it to me as soon as possible. 

Everyone is most welcome to our meetings, we always enjoy a drink and a chat.  

Sylvia McKenzie, Branch Leader 

Prestbury WI  

On Monday 8th July, our speaker is David Lemon whose subject is the African 

Elephant. He is a writer and journalist who was brought up in the African Bush. He has a 

passion for elephants and spends a lot of his time in Africa. His talk will be accompanied 

by slides and the stories behind them. He will conclude his talk by asking – Is there a 

future for the African Elephant?  The ‘Social Meeting’ on Monday 12th August is a ‘Bring 

and Share’ supper with time to socialise and chat. 

Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings. They are held on the second Monday of 

each month and commence at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road. 

Our website address is: http://www.prestburygloswi.btck.co.uk/.   For further information on 

WI activities please contact Anthea Nicholas. 

Sally Alexander 

Publicity Officer 

Friends of St Mary’s 
Owing to unforeseen circumstances, the next Friends of St Mary’s event - Lunch with 

Mark Cummings, which was due to take place on Friday 28th June, has had to be 

postponed.  The committee are currently working hard to try to re-schedule the event 

as soon as practicably possible. You will be notified of the new date as soon as 

arrangements have been finalised.   Apologies. 
 

CHADS 

A note for diaries!   The next CHADS production will be Friday and Saturday, 11th and 

12th October 2013, in Prestbury Village Hall, Bouncers Lane. The profits this year will be 

divided between the Noonan’s Syndrome Association and Prestbury and Pittville Youth. 
 Sylvia McKenzie  
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WALKS PROGRAMME 

We now have a regular group of walkers, but newcomers are more than welcome to join 

us on our jaunts.  We leave the car park at St. Nicolas at 9.30am and try to share cars. 

We won't be walking in December or January due to the weather and conditions 

underfoot, but I do need somebody to volunteer to lead a walk in October - you don't 

have to be called 'Janet' although it looks like it from the programme! 

July 20th - Guiting Power - 4½ miles on mostly track and paved surfaces with a pub lunch 

at Kineton or Guiting Power. Please contact Janet Ford for more details.  

August 10th - Coombe Hill Nature reserve - an easy, flat 3½ mile walk along a disused 

canal. Lunch at the Swan. Please contact Janet Waters for more details.  

September 14th - Cleeve Hill – 5 miles gently undulating starting at the Quarry car park. 

Lunch at the Rising Sun. Please contact Janet White for more details.  

October -  

November 9th - Cirencester - 2½ miles - an easy flat walk around the fascinating town of 

Cirencester on good paths and pavements. Lunch TBD.  Please contact Janet Waters for 

more details.  

Janet Waters 

 

 

The Way 
Talking of Walks, we look forward to Richard Gould’s final instalment in our next issue, 

telling us about the last stage of his journey to Santiago de Compostela.    The front 

cover shows some of his “fellow pilgrims” encountered on the way. 

 

 

 

 

Advertisement 
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Three Choirs Festival Gloucester  
27 July-4 August 2013 

Guest conductors: 

Vladimir Ashkenazy,   Edward Gardner,   Stephen Layton  &  John Butt 

A week of glorious music with the fabulous Philharmonia Orchestra in residence, joining 

our Festival Chorus and star soloists to fill Gloucester Cathedral and surrounding venues 

with some of the finest music ever composed.  Enjoy being part of something that makes 

our region the world centre for fine music. 

Performances to include: Handel Messiah, Beethoven Choral Symphony,  

Elgar The Dream of Gerontius, Holst The Planets and Walton Belshazzar’s Feast. 

Don’t miss our TC+ programme: opera on the big screen, young people, regional artists, 

exhibitions, dancers and orators.  Something for everyone! 

www.3choirs.org 

0845 6521823 

T: @3choirs 

F: 3choirsfestival            Judith Thomson 

 

 

 

Musica Vera concert: Saturday 13th July, 7.30 pm 

St Peter's Church, Church Road, Leckhampton. 

A Concert for an Anniversary 

Musica Vera, Conductor: David Dewar, Accompanist: John Wade. 

Music by Britten, Maxwell Davies, Parry, Stanford, S S Wesley and Edward German to 

mark Sue Ryder's 60th Anniversary Year.  

Tickets £10 available at the door, or from Cheltenham Tourist Information Centre, 

77 Promenade, Cheltenham. 

Concert in aid of Sue Ryder, Leckhampton Court Hospice. Info 01242 517258.  

http://www.3choirs.org/
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The Strawberry Fayre at the Moat House, Uckington, 

Cheltenham, GL51 9SP 
Come and enjoy a good old fashioned afternoon out in the beautiful setting of the Moat 

House at Uckington. 

Fun for all of the family - stalls selling a wide range of produce including delicious cakes, 

plants for the garden, cards, groceries, bric-a-brac and a lot more. Try your luck at the 

tombola, and the children can join in the races. 

Boat rides, classic tractors, donkey rides, majorette dancing and brass band music will all 

make for a great afternoon out! 

Not forgetting the mouth-watering STRAWBERRY TEA of scones, jam and 

cream, a bowl of freshly picked strawberries and a cup of tea or coffee. 

The afternoon is set in the grounds of the historic Moat House that boasts one of the 

few water-filled moats left in the country.   The moat itself dates back to the 12th 

Century and the House can trace its roots to the mid-1600's. Originally linked to 

Deerhurst Priory, it was purchased by the Buckle family in around 1790 and converted 

into a Georgian “Gentlemans’ residence” by the addition of two wings.  The house we 

see today is pretty well the same as it would have looked 200 years ago.  Generations of 

the Buckle family owned the property until the early 20th Century, when it was 

purchased by the Wood family who farmed extensively in the area. The last people 

connected with the Woods to live at Moat House were Sir Ian and Lady Yeaman. Sir Ian 

was President of the Law Society and legend has it that Richard Nixon, also a lawyer, was 

a guest BEFORE he became President of the USA!! 

Explore the beautiful grounds that are all open for your enjoyment. Parking in adjacent 

field, or Stagecoach Buses Nos 41 and 42 alighting at Uckington , every 15minutes. 

Gates open at 2.30pm on Saturday 13th July 2013. Entrance only £1 per 

person. 

Contact David Williams for more details 

 

  

The Moat House front elevation The classic tractors start to arrive 
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The Friends of St Mary’s, Prestbury 

“End Polio Now” – Reflections on a Sponsored Climb of Mount Kilimanjaro 

by David Price 

15th July 2013 at 3:30 pm in Prestbury Library 

We are delighted to welcome Dr David Price to speak to us on his experience of 

climbing Mount Kilimanjaro in aid of the ambitious Rotary-backed campaign to eradicate 

polio throughout the world. 

David Price is a well-known former GP who lives in Prestbury and practised in 

Cheltenham for 30 years.  During this time he has been heavily involved in Rotary fund-

raising campaigns which have raised millions of pounds for the cause of immunising new-

born children against polio. Earlier this year, on his retirement, he participated in a 

sponsored climb of Mount Kilimanjaro to support the cause of “End Polio Now”. 

Tickets £3 from Jim Mackie and Phil Dodd 

Tea and biscuits will be served. Donations to “End Polio Now”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenfall House Thanksgiving Service 

There will be a service of thanksgiving for the life and work of the House on Tuesday 

30th July at 12 noon.  The service will be a Eucharist at which the chaplain, the Revd 

Felicity Bayne, will preside.  The preacher will be the Ven John Lewis.  It will be followed 

by a buffet lunch, so please contact the House if you intend to come so that the 

necessary catering arrangements can be made.  (enquiries@glenfallhouse.org or 583654) 

  

St Lawrence Church 

Swindon Village 

Praise in the Park 
 

Sunday 21st July at 3.00pm 

 

Please join us at Swindon Village playing fields for ‘Praise in the Park’. 

A family occasion when we will be having Songs of Praise led by 

the Cheltenham Town Band, followed by tea in the Village Hall. 

Everyone is welcome to come along; please bring something to sit on  

if you are able. Some seating will be provided. 

We look forward to seeing you. 
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The Rock Open Evening 

As many of you will know we are hosting an Open Evening on Thursday 4th July from 

4pm until 9pm. We will be celebrating the achievements of the young people we have 

worked with (past and present), showcasing the projects we deliver both during the 

daytime and evenings as well as featuring an SAS (Scoot And Skate) competition for our 

SAS young people.  We have had some fantastic donations from local businesses for our 

raffle and also prizes for the competition. The evening is open to everyone and we hope 

to see lots of familiar faces. 

I do hope to see you at our Open Evening.   Thank you for your support. 

Emily van der Lely 

Fundraising & Communications Manager 

The Rock         www.therock.uk.com 

St. Peter's Church, Tewkesbury Road,  

Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL51 9AH  Follow us on Twitter & Facebook 

01242 700 700 

@TheRock is a charity registered in England 

Charity number 1126131 

 

 

 

Society of St Francis 

On Saturday, 7th September, the Gloucestershire branch of the Third Order of The 

Society of St. Francis, is “taking over” Gloucester Cathedral for a celebration of Father 

Francis, the ‘Povorello’, by holding an open day, with many activities and lots of 

information about  the Order. 

The Society is open to all members of the Anglican communion and is made up of three 

Orders.  The First Order is for men and women living under vows in community.  They 

go where their ministry is needed, selling their houses when it is deemed necessary to 

“move on”.  They work is in the communities where they live, often following their own 

professional skills. 

The Second Order is for women, living in community, following the Rule of St. Clare. 

Their home is stable and they offer hospitality and accommodation and stillness for 

retreats, prayer, worship and recreation. Their own life is steeped in prayer and praise. 

The Third Order is for men and women living their lives wherever they find themselves. 

They are single or married, with or without families, and following their occupations, but 

also living under vows and within their own spiritual, Christian framework. 

All three orders will be represented at the Cathedral on 7th September.  It would be 

quite wonderful to welcome just EVERYBODY to share in the celebration. 

Lotte Rule 
  

https://twitter.com/#!/The_Rock_Glos
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Rock-Cheltenham/137979119614059
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Diary July 2013 

 3 Wed 1900 Junior School Governing Body Junior School 

 4 Thu 1600 Open Evening (until 2100) The Rock 

 6 Sat 1300 Swindon Village Fete Swindon Village 

   1930 Blue Moon Harmony choir St Mary’s 

 7 Sun 0930 Baptisms St Mary’s 

   1530 Baptism St Mary’s 

 8 Mon 1930 Prestbury Communications group Prestbury Vicarage 

 9 Tue 1930 St Nicolas Vision Group ‘Hillcroft’, Hillcourt Road 

   1930 FOSMP committee Abbots Leigh, Mill Street 

 10 Wed 1200 Ecumenical Ministers meeting The Rectory 

   1400 Buildings & Fabric Committee St Mary’s 

 11 Thu 1930 Celebrate! leaders meeting Prestbury Vicarage 

 13 Sat 1330 Wedding St Mary’s 

   1430 Strawberry Fayre The Moat House, Uckington 

 14 Sun 1000 Celebrate! picnic Infant School 

   1530 Baptism St Mary’s 

 15 Mon 1530 FOSMP event Prestbury Library 

   1930 Prestbury LMT St Nicolas 

 16 Tue 1930 Prestbury PCC St Nicolas 

 17 Wed 1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 

 18 Thu  Infant and Junior schools break up for summer 

 21 Sun 1100 Baptism St Mary’s 

   1500 Praise in the Park Swindon Village 

   1530 Baptism St Mary’s 

 23 Tue 1930 Mother’s Union St Nicolas 

 28 Sun 1530 Baptism St Mary’s 

 30 Tue 1200 Glenfall House Thanksgiving Service Glenfall House 

August 2013 
 4 Sun 1400 Wedding St Mary’s 

 9 Fri 1230 Wedding St Mary’s 

 10 Sat 1400 Wedding St Mary’s 

 11 Sun 0930 Baptism St Nicolas 

   1530 Baptism St Mary’s 

 17 Sat 1530 Wedding St Mary’s 

 21 Wed 1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 

  23-26  Greenbelt weekend Racecourse 

 25 Sun 1100 Baptisms St Mary’s 

   1530 Baptism St Mary’s 

 26 Mon  Bank Holiday – no services today 
  

If you use email you can contact the Team Office admin@northchelt.org.uk and ask to be 

added to the email list for the weekly Notice Sheet which will carry the latest 

information.  Alternatively contact as per listings on front and back pages.  More events 

are advertised on the Diocesan website www.gloucester.anglican.org  
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Prestbury Open Gardens - 8th & 9th June 

We were blessed with lovely weather this year and garden-lovers came in very large 

numbers to see eleven of our gardens.  As the visitors criss-crossed the village, maps in 

hand, they chatted together, comparing notes on gardens already seen and yet to be 

enjoyed.  Thanks are due to the owners who worked so hard to have their gardens at a 

peak of perfection, and the helpers serving the delicious cream teas in St Mary’s.  The 

weekend’s profits amounted to £4,717, including £850 from the teas and a donation from 

the Plant Sale organised by Cheltenham Horticultural Society of £262. This is a very 

welcome boost for St Mary’s funds. 
Janet White 
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July Calendar  

 3 Tue Thomas the Apostle 

 

 7 SUN TRINITY 6 

 11 Thu Benedict, abbot 

 

 14 SUN TRINITY 7 

 15 Mon Swithun, bishop 

 19 Fri Gregory, bishop, and his sister Macrina, deaconess 

 21 SUN TRINITY 8 

 22 Mon Mary Magdalene 

 25 Thu James the Apostle 

 26 Fri Ss Anne & Joachim, parents of the BVM 

 

 28 SUN TRINITY 9 

 

August Calendar 

 4 SUN TRINITY 10 

 

 

 

 

From the Parish Registers 

Baptisms 

May 12 William Robert Blackbird 

June 2 Isaac James Bradford 

   Grace Emily Carley-Macauly 

Marriages 

May 10 Matthew Miles & Katy Powell 

 

Funerals 

May 9 Jennifer Elliott 

 

Burial of ashes 

May 10 Bob Griffin 

  20 Jennifer Elliott 
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Walsingham with the Team 
Twenty-four of us from the North 

Cheltenham Team Ministry went on 

pilgrimage to Walsingham over the 

early May Bank Holiday weekend. We 

were blessed with excellent weather, 

with just a bit of light rain on the 

Saturday morning and lots of sunshine.  

The Shrine at Walsingham treated us 

very well with good food and 

accommodation. 

The theme of this year’s pilgrimage 

season is “With Mary give him your 

heart”. We joined in with the Shrine’s 

programme, including the Pilgrimage Mass 

on late Saturday afternoon and the Procession of Our Lady and the Healing Ministries in 

the evening. On Sunday morning we attended Mass in Little Walsingham’s parish church 

of St Mary and All Saints. At both Masses the choir from Quainton Hall Prep School in 

Harrow, which has connections with 

Walsingham, sang beautifully.  After Sunday 

lunch there was Sprinkling with Holy Water 

from Walsingham’s Holy Well and a 

procession of the Blessed Sacrament with 

everyone singing (some more in tune than 

others!) the Walsingham Pilgrim Hymn.  On 

Sunday evening our party gathered in the 

Holy House to pray with the Rosary. We 

also meditated on the Beatitude Stations in 

the Shrine’s garden, led by Fr Peter and 

Linda Biggs. 

Despite a packed programme we had free time on Saturday afternoon. Many people took 

advantage of the good weather and headed to the coast and walked from Holkham to 

Wells. A few of us took an excursion on the Walsingham-Wells Light Railway, which is 

the longest 10¼” narrow gauge steam train in the world. The journey took half an hour 

through beautiful Norfolk farmland.  

It was an excellent weekend where being a Christian was the norm rather than the 

exception and we are already looking forward to next year. Thanks to Fr Peter and Linda 

Biggs for excellent leadership and for Colin and Margaret Holman for organising it. 

 Alison & Janet Green 
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Walsingham, A Pilgrim’s Tale 
Over the weekend of the 3rd - 6th, May 2013, I fulfilled one of my lifetime ambitions 

being to make a pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady at Walsingham. 

Setting off in bright sunshine on the Friday 

evening, I delighted in just being a passenger 

as Tim and Karen Winder had offered me a 

place in their car. The journey offered me 

the chance of appreciating some beautiful 

countryside I had not travelled in before and 

gave me time to reflect on the weekend 

ahead as one of the pilgrims with the North 

Cheltenham Ministry Team. 

On arrival we were met by Colin and 

Margaret Holman, and taken to our 

accommodation. My first impression was how 

large the Shrine site is. A vast array of premises for accommodation, study, refectory as 

well as Worship all, it seemed, accessed by navigating a number of winding passages 

reminiscent of the set of “Hogworts”. 

Saturday morning after an early breakfast the North Cheltenham team met together to 

prepare for our first visit to the Holy House. This extraordinary construction is a replica 

of the first Holy House built by a Saxon Lady Richeldis in 1061.  Richeldis received a 

vision from Mary whereby she was transported to Mary’s house in Nazareth.  Mary 

instructed Richeldis to build a copy of this building on a site in Walsingham near a spring 

and promised that she would work miracles for those who made a pilgrimage. 

Over time Walsingham became a major site of Pilgrimage.  Richeldis’ son Geoffrey 

ordered the construction of a Priory and the Holy House was encased within a large 

Church.  Kings and Queens visited Walsingham among them Henry VIII, who later 

ordered the destruction of the Shrine in 1538 as part of his purge of Monastic 

foundations within the country. 

The land on which the Shrine stood was sold and pilgrimages ceased.  In 1897 the Roman 

Catholic Community decided to revive pilgrimages and Pope Leo XII dedicated a chapel 

to Our Lady of Walsingham at Kings Lynn; whilst the 14th Century Slipper Chapel which 

lies a mile from the original Shrine Site, was purchased by a Roman Catholic lay woman 

and handed over to the Benedictine Monks of Downside Abbey. In time this was to 

become the Roman Catholic National Shrine of our lady of Walsingham. This Chapel was 

originally where Pilgrims would have left their shoes and walked the last mile barefoot to 

the Shrine. 

In 1931, the Anglican Vicar in Walsingham a certain Alfred Hope Patten was inspired to 

revive the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. The original site was not available but near 

to it was a site where there was found a source of the same spring that had issued waters 

to Richeldis’ Holy House.  

Over time what was a trickle of visitors to the new Shrine Church became a deluge, now 

up to 300,000 a year.  It was to this building that we pilgrims from the North Cheltenham 

team made our way for our first visit to the Holy House.  
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It is difficult to express the feeling one experiences when first entering the Holy House, 

this building within a building, except to say you feel enveloped in prayer.  Prayer was a 

central focus of the entire visit whether as part of a service or a private time in one of 

the many Chapels within the Church.  

On Sunday all present received the Holy Waters and took part in a procession around 

the grounds of the Shrine. One of my many memories will be walking with a young man 

with Downs Syndrome who, despite the fact he was unable to pronounce the words of 

the hymn we were singing or hold the tune, sang with such gusto especially on the 

‘Alleluias’ that I am in no doubt that to God his was the most beautiful voice there. 

Free time gave everyone a chance to explore the beautiful countryside around 

Walsingham and to explore the other Religious sites in the area.  I was taken to the 

Catholic Shrine which was holding a special weekend for around 5,000 Tamil Indians from 

the Midlands who always visit on this Bank Holiday weekend. 

Within The Slipper Chapel the statue of Our Lady was covered in Indian garlands and the 

adjoining Chapel of The Holy Spirit was almost as hot as an Indian desert it was filled 

with so many candles. 

There are so many memories of such a wonderful trip it is hard to encapsulate them all, 

however the picture that will stay with me is one of the wall paintings in the Chapel 

dedicated to St. Joseph. It depicts the Nativity scene but not one that you see on a 

Christmas Card. Certainly there is an Angel and the Ox and Ass, Mary residing on a bed 

of hay with Jesus in a manger but Joseph saucepan in hand is boiling something (possibly 

supper) over a brazier. How very practical, how very human, how very Walsingham. 

 Ann Lewis  

 

 

 

The Revd Liz Palin 

As many of you will know, when Glenfall House closes, Liz and the other staff will be 

made redundant.  The House closes officially on 31st July.  Bishop Michael has agreed 

that Liz can complete her curate training with us in the North Cheltenham Team Ministry 

on a full-time basis.  This will be with effect from 1st September.  During August, Liz will 

be taking a holiday and she and the family will be moving into Swindon Rectory in 

Rectory Lane, Swindon Village.  The benefit for us is that Liz will have more time to 

exercise her ordained ministry.  She will continue to develop the work of ministry and 

mission in Swindon Village, taking the role of the ‘lead priest’ there.  This means that she 

will be the first point of contact for Swindon Village.  Liz will also be much more involved 

in the wider ministry and mission of the North Cheltenham Team and so she will be able 

to take more of the services in St Mary’s and St Nicolas as well as sharing in other areas 

of work, e.g. in our local schools. 

Please keep Liz, her family and all her colleagues at Glenfall House in your prayers. 

Fr Michael 
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PRESTBURY FLOWER ARRANGING CLUB  

Prestbury Flower Arranging Club has enjoyed a successful and varied programme so far 

this year, with demonstrations by Laura Leong, Alwyn Page and Sally Taylor, an 

interesting talk on “Maggies” cancer care centre at our AGM in January and a further talk 

on “Land Girls” by Fiona Warin. We also held a fund raising Social evening in April, 

raising £125 for Breast Cancer Care with our “In the Pink” hands-on flower arranging. 

On 22nd July, we will be welcoming Arnaud Metairie, a very popular local demonstrator 

back for his third visit, his title is “Floribunda” and we are all looking forward to the 

evening. We do not hold a meeting in August. but in September our old friend Margaret 

Walker from Charlton Kings will be entertaining us with “Hidden Gems”;  there will also 

be a competition entitled “Shades of Autumn” open to all and just for fun!  We meet at 

Prestbury Hall on Bouncers Lane, GL52 5JF, meetings start at 7.30pm with the hall open 

from 7pm.    Visitors are always welcome at £5 payable on the door.    If you would like 

any further information on the club do have a look at our website, 

www.prestburyflowerarrangingclub.com or contact Lindsey McGowan or Fenella Botting. 

Lindsey McGowan 

 

Advertisement 
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A big thank you from The Bradford Family! 

On Sunday 2nd June, Fr Michael baptised our son 

Isaac James Bradford, having married Nick and me 

just over three and a half years ago at St Mary’s.  It 

was a special day for us all, not only because it was 

our little boy’s baptism but also because he was 

baptised at the same church I had attended as a 

child.  The day went smoothly with a lovely 

ceremony followed by wine and cake in the church 

and then lunch with family and friends afterwards.   

We'd like to send  special thanks to Fr Michael, 

who missed seeing Anna becoming a godmother 

at St Marys to be with us, and also to the whole 

congregation at St Nicolas for making our family, 

and Isaac's Godparents, feel so welcome in the 

church.  Isaac couldn't have been any better 

behaved throughout the service, distracting Fr 

Michael 'and co' with his incessant smiling, until it 

came to his big moment! but we think he 

enjoyed his big day and we look forward to 

coming back to the church soon. Thank you, 

from Caroline, Nick and Isaac Bradford. 

 

 

 

PRESTBURY MEMORIAL TRUST 

Friendship Group 

 

The Friendship Group can trace its origins back to 1964, when the Friendship Committee 

was set up to ‘bring pleasure and comfort’ to the elderly and housebound in Prestbury.  

It was also known as the ‘Coal and Comfort Group’, supplying coal, logs and 

gas/electricity tokens to the needy.  

Nowadays it has evolved, but remains broadly faithful to its original aims, and whilst it no 

longer supplies coal, it does still supply comfort in the shape of birthday visits made to 

the over 80s and, currently, three coach trips a year. The birthday visits are all carried 

out by marvellous volunteers who take along a small present and a card and usually stay 

to chat for a while. Three times a year we arrange coach trips for the less mobile 

residents who are treated to a sightseeing trip followed by a very special Women’s 

Institute tea. 

For further information on our next trip which will be on 3rd July, or any other aspect of 

the group, please do not hesitate to contact either myself or Richard Mason. 

Gloria Druce-Gmys  

Richard Mason – 01242 579097 
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News from 1st Prestbury Scout Group 

‘The sun shines on the righteous....’ a quote I remember from my childhood.  With this in 

mind for the weekend of the 8/9th June, the village of Prestbury must be righteous!  

Prestbury celebrated with the Open Gardens followed by an opportunity to walk through 

the gate into the 1st Prestbury Scout Group’s own ‘Secret Garden’ for ‘Band on The 

Burgage’ with the tantalising aroma of hog roast anticipating the evening’s entertainment! 

For the Scout Group ‘The Band on the Burgage’ was a success on many levels... 

There is no doubt that the Group will welcome the income from the event by 

replenishing our fundraising account by £2,000.  Major structural work is required on the 

Scout hut roof, the maintenance would enable the hut to become more energy efficient 

and reduce the ongoing expenses of the building. The money saved on the running costs 

will mean funds could be diverted to fund resources for activities for the young people of 

Prestbury.  

The 1st Prestbury Exec committee was also keen to encourage the village community to 

get together and re-live the community spirit of Summer 2012 - Jubilee celebrations. It 

was a delight to see so many people on the scout field enjoying the music by 

“Dancin’ Easy”. The Scout Group is keen to nurture these community relationships and 

increase the use of the building for both young and ‘young at heart’!! 

Opening the gate also provided an opportunity for The Scout Group to promote its 

facilities as a community resource and showcase the refurbishment projects that have 

been undertaken.  For those of you who attended the soirée, I’m sure you agree the 

Scout Group couldn’t wish for a better location, with views of St Mary’s church and 

Cleeve Hill in the distance. 

Thanks again to all who helped make our spark of a vision on a dark winter’s evening 

come alive. I felt very privileged to be part of the team who worked together to make 

the event not only a success for scouting but also an experience for the village.  

Our next fundraising event will be on the 13th July on the scout field. 

Linda Jackson, Group Scout Leader 
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Evening of Entertainment at St Nicolas’ Church  

13th April 2013 

A full audience attended an evening of entertainment at St Nicolas’ Church, where they 

enjoyed a varied and excellent programme including music, dance, drama, poetry 

monologues and comedy sketches.  The evening was compered by the main organiser, 

Janet Ford. 

Music 

The programme opened with two piano duets from Joan Bell and Francis Yiend and really 

set the scene for a talented and varied evening.  Judith Weeks enthralled us with her 

violin expertise, accompanied by Joan Bell on the piano.  Salvationists, Janet Jones and 

Gaye Samuels entertained us with fast and furious tambourine playing. 

Guitarists Judy and Paul invited us to sing 

along with popular songs.  Audience 

participation was again invited as Karen 

Evans entertained us with her singing and 

ukulele playing.  We all joined in the 

chorus of Benny Hill’s ‘Ernie the fastest 

milkman in the West’.  Her second musical 

saga was about the two Swedish ‘Icons’ 

IKEA and Sven. 

 Unfortunately Jill Smith was unable to 

attend and serenade us with a Noel 

Coward number due to sickness.  

 

Dance 

Helen Gill and the students of her 

Ballet School demonstrated what 

dedication and hours of expert 

tuition and practice can achieve.  The 

first classical movement came from 

Swan Lake and was expertly danced 

by Gabriella Fills.  The Juniors 

engaged us with their Chinese 

movement from the Nutcracker 

Suite.  The final piece was a 

contemporary dance of elegant 

flowing movements to the music 

‘Impossible!’ danced by the talented 

senior grades. 

 

‘Wake Up’ from Britannia High was Sophie Bestwick’s acrobatic offering, which she 

choreographed herself. 
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Drama 

Daphne Philpot wrote the script for ‘Little Red Riding Hood 2013’ which included a large 

cast of all ages who played some very comical scenes with their interpretation of TV 

commercials including 118 118 and Go Compare. 

 

Comedy sketches  

The ever popular Pam Ayres was an inspiration 

for Pat Attwood and Gillian Jackson, Pat suitably 

attired and ‘propped’ recited ‘Gardening’ whilst 

Gillian introduced us to ‘An Embarrassing 

Experience With A Parrot’. 

A ‘Purr-fect Prescription’ was the hilarious story 

from Deacon Jennifer from her vet of a fail-safe 

method to administer a tablet to her cat. (For cat 

owners, details  can  be found on the Internet.)  

 

Poetry 

Reflections from Father Mike French 

took the form firstly of a poignant 

poem from an RAF pilot as he 

returned to the Norfolk airfield used 

during the 2nd World War. Father 

Mike’s second reflection was 

experienced whilst on holiday in 

Norfolk. They visited the village of 

Little Snoring, and among the 

memorials to the fallen, in St Andrews’ 

Church, was a poem written by the 

young RAF pilot which he shared with 

us. 

 

Father John Lewis explained ‘Messiah’ as never heard before whereby a Forester from 

the Forest of Dean won a prize to a production of Messiah in Cheltenham. 

Joan and Frances again came to the piano to encourage us all to join in the finale - Land of 

Hope and Glory. The singing was better than last year, but still work in progress! 

 

Thanks to everyone 

To Janet and her helpers, the bartenders the coffee ladies and the snack replenishers and 

especially to all the performers a BIG BIG THANK YOU, it was truly a most enjoyable 

evening.  

Brian and Margaret Watts  
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Cheltenham Deanery Synod Report: May 2013 

This was held at St Mary’s Church in Charlton Kings, and was opened as usual by the 

Area Dean, the Revd Canon Dr Tudor Griffiths as Chairman.  The Revd Michael Garland 

led a short act of worship. 

There were 38 members present.  Apologies were recorded from 19 members. (There 

are some eighty or so members in total.) 

 

Mary Turner, churchwarden at our St Mary’s, has agreed to join the Standing Committee 

of the Deanery Synod.  the Revd Canon Dr Tudor Griffiths said that he has been elected 

to the General Synod. 

This year’s Mayor has decided not to have a Chaplain.  Concern was expressed at this 

decision.  The reason given is that she wants to be involved with Cheltenham inter-faith.  

However, the meeting felt that it is better to be seen as rooted in a faith, but open to 

other faiths. 

The Sue Ryder Hospice lost their Chaplain last year.  They have appointed a Head of 

Family and Spiritual Care, who is putting together a team of volunteers.  If anyone feels 

able to join this team or knows of anyone who would be interested, please contact the 

Revd Ruth Fitter.  The team will have training. 

The main focus for the meeting was a presentation by the two Deanery Healing Advisors, 

Frances Pavey and Fr Daniel.  They told us they have been doing a lot of listening in 

churches in the Deanery.  Fr Daniel posed three questions for those present to ponder 

in small groups.  A previously circulated paper (taken from a Church of England site) was 

read out. 

The Revd Paul Wilkinson gave an overview of the South Cheltenham Area.  There are 

two distinct parts to the area - the South Cheltenham Team Ministry and St Philip & St 

James, Up Hatherley.  They are getting to know and understand each other better and 

are looking for opportunities to work more closely together.  There is a developing 

relationship with St Philip & St James, Up Hatherley, but their congregation is not keen to 

be included in the Team. 

During the last inter-regnum, St Philip & St James Up Hatherley agreed to relinquish 

adherence to “resolution C”.  They are now an AB church.  They have made an effort to 

play a part in the Diocese of Gloucester.  They have several projects including weekly 

lunches which are for all people whether or not they are members of the church. 

The next Deanery Synod meeting will be on Wednesday 13th November at The Rock. 

Sue Read 

Deanery Synod Representative 

 
Resolution A – the PCC does not accept a woman presiding at the Eucharist or pronouncing Absolution; 

Resolution B – the PCC does not accept a woman as incumbent, priest-in-charge or team vicar; 

Resolution C is a request for alternative episcopal oversight by a bishop other than the diocesan.  It 

does not affect a churches membership of the Diocese.  
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Beeing green will set garden buzzing for residents 

A bee log and a butterfly box are helping a 

Prestbury retirement community keep its garden 

blooming for residents.  Abbeyfield Prestbury’s 

housekeeper, Helen Davis, put up the two 

wooden insect homes as part of a nationwide 

initiative. 

“We wanted to do something to help the falling 

numbers of bees and butterflies for Green Day, 

the national Abbeyfield Society’s environmental 

campaign, which runs in the spring each year,” 

said Helen. 

“Our residents love the garden – our volunteers 

keep it looking pretty - and we’re hoping that 

providing the homes for these two pollinators will 

help it bloom as well as support their 

populations.” 

“Our executive committee bought the bee log for us 

and the butterfly box was given to me as a present by one of our residents.” 

Jason Ashworth 

  

Advertisement 
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Marle Hill WI 
Since my last report we seem to have been very busy with activities.  We played and beat 

Bisley in the County Skittles Tournament.  A showery morning was spent in the delightful 

gardens of the Old Rectory at Avening.  Sue D. had a tea afternoon, some members 

joined a trip to Worcester Porcelain, there was an County outing to the Wedgwood 

factory and we served the tea and cakes at St Nicolas’ Church Fete. 

Arthur Ball returned as the speaker at our June meeting.  As usual, he had some beautiful 

slides to accompany the talk ‘Deep Jungle with the Quicha’.   This tribe live on the River 

Napo, a tributary of the Amazon, in the Yasuni National Park in Ecuador. 

This year I went to the National AGM in Cardiff as a steward.  The Resolution on the 

saving our High Streets was carried by 87%.  Among the guest speakers were William 

Shawcross, the new chairman of the Charity Commission, Griff Rhys-Jones of 

Restoration fame, who is still travelling the country trying to save and restore the old 

buildings amongst the new developments, and John Humphrys.   

We are looking forward in July to our outing to Reading and thence by steamer to 

Henley.  Mary has invited us for a tea afternoon in her delightful garden.  In August, Hazel 

Butler is taking us to explore some part of Cheltenham, as we have no meeting as such 

that month.  A croquet with tea afternoon is also to be enjoyed.   

Members from the other WIs in our Group have been invited to join us at our next 

meeting on Monday 1st July.  On 2nd September Irene Tyack is to tell us about her 

‘Yellow Hat Company’.  We meet at 7.30pm at St Nicolas’ Church Hall, Swindon Lane. 
Sara Jefferies 

 

St Mary’s Bakestall 

The proceeds for our June Bakestall amounting to £30 were sent to Save The Children in 

response to another urgent request, this time for those starving to death in Kenya. 

Next month the bakestall falls on 21st July, with contributions from the G-M team. 

We take a break in August and resume business as usual on September 15th with the 

N-Z team providing cakes or savouries. 

Thank you to all our bakers and buyers. 

 

Recipe for Spanish Cold Love “AMOR FRIO”* 

¼ pint double cream 

6 sponge fingers 

4 tablespoons dry sherry 

1 egg (separated) 

1 oz caster sugar 

Break biscuits into bowl and sprinkle with sherry 

Combine whipped cream with stiffly whisked egg 

yolk until evenly blended 

Turn onto sponge fingers and mix gently 

Divide between 4 wine glasses  

Top with flaked almonds 

*A celebration recipe for Richard and Gill Gould!  
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North Cheltenham Churches Football Team 
Sponsored by Revolve Studios Ltd 

Heartbreak for NCC 

On 18th May the finals of the various Church League Games were held at the ground of 

Evesham United Football Club, where NCC was to play St Andrews in the Plate 

Competition.  In an impressive display the match officials led both teams out from the 

changing rooms and on to the pitch, where they shook hands with each other. 

After four minutes St Andrew’s took a well worked corner and managed a couple of 

shots which were pushed away by Aaron Brown, and then a final effort was cleared off 

the line by Simon Cozens. Ian Jones and Andrew Murton made a number of attacks for 

NCC but were denied by the St Andrew’s defenders and their goal-keeper. Each side had 

a near miss; for NCC Simon Cozens hit the side netting and St Andrew’s sent a long-

range free kick just wide of the post. In the twenty-third minute several NCC players 

came down their left wing, and a good cross was delivered to Andrew Murton. He ran 

through the opposition defence before lifting the ball into the top corner of the net. 

Shortly after this the keeper denied creative chances from both Peter Vaughan-Shaw and 

Ian Jones. On thirty minutes Andrew Murton drilled a low shot which the keeper parried, 

rather fortunately. Approaching half time an effort from Ian Jones, diverted by the 

keeper, crossed the empty goal mouth before Simon Cozens was able to meet it. 

NCC started the second half but found they were playing against a much 

improved team, who were able to close down NCC’s opening attacks. 

St Andrew’s scored with a long volley, which sped over the keeper, 

and dipped below the bar; NCC was stunned. Then the spectators saw a 

period of quiet play centred mainly in the middle of the pitch, punctuated by 

a couple of breaks down the wings by both teams, but nothing came of it. With twenty 

minutes to go St Andrew’s launched a sharp attack, outstripped the NCC defence, and 

took the lead. Four minutes later a drive from Ian Jones hit the keeper but Peter 

Vaughan-Shaw was on hand to fire the rebound into the unguarded net; all square with 

fifteen minutes remaining. After NCC had missed three good chances we came to the 

final minute. St Andrew’s gained a corner and delivered a high ball which hit an attacker 

on his shoulder before bouncing off and into the net. In time added on NCC’s final attack 

was cleared down field as St Andrew’s made a quick break and scored their fourth goal, 

to seal a dramatic victory.    NCC 2    St Andrew’s 4 

 

 
 

Fuller reports and photographs may be found on the prestbury.net website 
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NEWS FROM PRESTBURY 
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH  

 

Minister:  Revd Maz Allen 
Tel:  Cheltenham 238273 

maz@urcic.org.uk 
 

 

Pensioners Forum at St Andrew’s, Montpellier  

The talk on Wednesday 3rd July will be ‘Which Hearing Aid?’ presented by Hidden Hearing. 
Entry Free. The Coffee Bar (Coffee/Tea 50p) is open from 10.00 - 12 noon and the talks 
commence at 11.00. 

 
C4 Children’s Choir presents PORRIDGE  

Please support local children as they perform their latest musical at Prestbury URC on 
Friday 5th July at 7pm. This comedy musical features popular storybook characters such as 
Goldie Locks, Mother Hubbard and the Three Bears. It is about a crime wave which hits 
Happy Valley, the town where the fairy tale folk live, and the ensuing police investigation as 
they try to discover who is responsible. 

 
Coffee Morning – Saturday 6th July 10.30 – 12.00 

Please join us for our monthly coffee morning at the Church on Saturday 6th July from 10.30 
to 12.00. There will also be the usual mix of teas, coffees, cakes & good company ! It would 
be great to continue to see the familiar faces but also to welcome some new ones. 

  
REFRESH at St Andrews, Montpellier  

Every Thursday from 10 –2 ; Relaxing Coffee Shop and Christian Bookshop with cards and 
gifts. 

  
Coffee Morning – Saturday 3rd August 10.30 – 12.00 

Please join us for our monthly coffee morning at the Church on Saturday  3rd August from 
10.30 to 12.00. There will also be the usual mix of teas, coffees, cakes & good company !  

 
Bric-a-Brac Sale / Coffee Morning – Saturday 7th September 10.30 – 12.30 

Please do join us for this event – there will be cakes and refreshments & some bargains to be 
had. Good quality donations very welcome - please contact Fiona. 
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Unity and Maturity 

But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.  …  It was he who 

gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be 

pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of 

Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son 

of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

Ephesians 4:7,11-13 NIV 

aul first visited Ephesus on his way back to Antioch from Corinth, but declined 

the invitation to stay, promising he would return if it were God’s will (Acts 

18:18-22).  Eventually he did come back and stayed about three years (Acts 19).  

He then travelled on to several other places and had no time to return to 

Ephesus; however, knowing he would never see them again, he summoned the elders to 

meet him so he could give them further advice about their young church (Acts 20:17-38).  

Several years later, now a prisoner in Rome, he wrote this letter. 

In the first half of Chapter 4 Paul emphasises unity and oneness.  He exhorts his readers 

to be humble, gentle and patient, reminding us that there is ‘one body and one Spirit… 

one Lord, one faith, one baptism…’.  We are, however, all different and have different 

roles and responsibilities in the church.  These are not differences of our own choice or 

making, but are decided and given by Christ. 

Paul mentions the roles of apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher.  Were these 

just historical figures:  the Prophets of the Old Testament, the Twelve Apostles of Jesus?  

Or were they also roles in the churches of the first century?  And if the first century, why 

not also the twenty-first? 

An apostle is someone who is ‘sent out’ on a mission, from the Greek verb ‘apostello’.  

In the New Testament it is used of Jesus’ twelve followers, also of Paul, Barnabus, 

Silvanus and Timothy.  So it could also describe any of us who is called to go out and 

spread the Christian message.  A prophet is someone who ‘speaks forth’ (‘prophemi’), 

usually interpreting God’s will.  We are less familiar with this in our churches today, 

although occasionally a person may feel he or she has ‘a word from God’, which needs to 

be discussed and prayed about.  An evangelist is someone who preaches the gospel, or 

‘good news’, so all of us who pass on the Christian message are evangelists. 

The word translated here as ‘pastor’ is the Greek word for ‘shepherd’, someone who 

looks after sheep.  Obviously not all of us are called to leadership roles in the church as 

pastors or teachers, but all of us do from time to time exercise these roles 

unconsciously.  Maybe friends come for advice, and we find ourselves gently guiding them 

towards possible courses of action, leading them like a shepherd leads his sheep.  And we 

all know how readily we learn things, both practical and spiritual, by watching and 

listening to others.  Do we realise the extent to which others watch and listen to us, 

learning what we believe in or stand for?  In this sense maybe we all are ‘teachers’. 

Whatever our role in our church, we must remember the purpose:  to prepare God’s 

people, ourselves, for service, so that we, the church, the body of Christ, will be built up 

into unity and maturity in Christ. 

Frances Murton  

P 
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