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Every Step of the Way 

As I write mid July, many of us are contemplating our holiday destinations.  A journey 

that takes us away from the comfort of our own homes to sample the delights of perhaps 

another culture, to explore far flung places or simply to revel in a break away from the 

day to day business of everyday life.  

A journey by definition is an act of travelling from one place to another.  Travelling from 

home to work or school is in itself a journey.  A simple trip to the shops or the cinema 

can also be described as a journey.   On a day to day basis we are all on a journey.  Our 

life as a Christian is a journey, a journey of faith, as we gradually get to know God’s 

presence and love for us.   

So let us consider the question - where is God in our journey?  Is he closest to us when 

we are young and innocent, like a baby, or older and supposedly wiser, as a pensioner?  Is 

he furthest away when we're a teenager, or a parent? 

Well the simple answer is that God is with us throughout our lives.  He is present at 

both the good times and the bad times.  Sometimes we are not aware of his presence - 

perhaps our faith is not strong at such times.  At other times when our faith is stronger, 

we are aware of his presence in our lives.  What we have to remember though is that 

God is with us at all times, and that God is walking every step of the way on our journey, 

quite a sobering thought.  There are many occasions when we may not feel worthy of 

God's continuing presence in our lives, when we have acted in an unchristian manner.  

However because we allow God to work in our lives, and allow him to walk beside us, 

he forgives us. 

The stories of the Old Testament chronicle the journey of the Jews from slavery to 

freedom, to the ‘promised land’.  The constant reminder being that God was present in 

their journey.  Through the Gospels we are able to remind ourselves of the journey 

undertaken by followers of Jesus and the first Christians.  A journey that was fraught with 

fear, danger and sacrifice.   

As we contemplate the months ahead, we too must remember that at all times we are 

accompanied on our journey of life with a constant presence at each stage of our lives 

through both good times and not so good. 

Linda Biggs (Reader) 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Magazine Deadline Date 
Copy date for the next magazine is Saturday 14th September 2013.  Copy should be 

sent by email to magazine@prestbury.net  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Cover photo:  
Cubs practising tent pitching 

Photo from Linda Jackson 
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Editorial Team Corner 
I awoke early this morning to the sound of hot air being propelled into a balloon, as it 

began its ascent over Cleeve Hill. The pilot was aiming to give his travellers memorable 

views of: the Cotswolds, the Rivers Severn and Avon, Tewkesbury Abbey, the Malvern 

Hills and much more, under a cloudless sky and huge bright sun.   In the village, a few 

hours later, I met Parishioners in the Post Office finalising arrangements for journeys near 

and far, smiles on their faces, and showing an air of freedom in their step!  It is mid July, 

the weather is warm and dry, like a ‘proper summer’.   Journeys are a feature of our lives 

at this time of year.  Be they short or long, they can provide a range of feelings, 

excitement, change and fun…. to name just a few. 

We have just learnt that ‘The original travelling man’, Alan Wicker, died on the 11th July.  

Having enthralled many of us since 1957 with his reporting from exotic places, we are 

reminded that his pioneering encouraged the start of travel for ‘ourselves’, beyond our 

shores.  Recently Richard Gould completed his Pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela and 

on pages 12-13 he reflects upon the lessons learnt upon his epic journey. 

I wonder how many of you read of the Queen’s trip on the gilded royal barge, Gloriana, 

along the Thames on 9th July from Windsor Castle to Eton College, powered by her 

royal watermen?   Her day out with the family was an opportunity for them to spend 

time together.  In the Magazine you will find two examples of journeys being undertaken 

with members of our church families so as to spend time with one another: Glastonbury 

Pilgrimage on pages 26-27 and The Mothers’ Union Outing to St Christopher’s Church, 

Warden Hill, on pages 31-33. 

Diane and David write of the spiritual journey of Kate on pages 6-7. Two of our 

contributors discuss ‘The Christian Journey’.  On page 1, Linda examines how God is 

with us throughout our lives and on page 40, RG illustrates our Christian journey 

through prayer and hymn.    

We love to hear from our readers.  I am delighted that our contributors are now 

receiving individual feedback.  In June, Beryl Elliot wrote a short article about Praying 

Online.  A reader e-mailed her saying that he appreciated the article, and, having visited 

one of the mentioned web-sites, found that it suited him.  We are grateful to this reader 

as the outcome is 2–fold: 

i. Contributors are encouraged to continue researching and writing.    

ii. The Editorial Team learns and develops. 

ON BEHALF OF THE EDITORIAL TEAM I WISH ALL OUR READERS HAPPY AND 

SAFE TRAVELLING….until we return in October  

 Jean Johnson 

 

FUTURE MAGAZINE THEMES 

October -  Spirits 

November -  Music 

December/January  -  Christmas  
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Bible Study about the Capable Wife 
At our bible study group recently we were studying the passage in Proverbs 31:10-31 

known as the ‘Capable Wife’.  In Hebrew this is an alphabet acrostic, the verses starting 

with successive letters of the alphabet.  When you translate this into English, or any 

other language, keeping the meaning of the words, you lose the visual and aural impact of 

the acrostic.  To try to give us the feel of the original, two of our group members wrote 

their own versions, printed below and opposite. 

Frances Murton 

 

A capable wife is one all men yearn for, 

Bedtime companion on cold winter nights. 

Cuisine skills, which are envied by many, and her 

Desserts are more than mere trifles! 

Exasperations are never shown, but she has 

Feelings of love and joy, which flow in abundance, 

Gratifying all who are encompassed by their touch. 

Her talents, like the stars above, continue to be endless; 

Ironing becomes a natural flair, as 

Joy flows from the hot plate’s pressing movement. 

Kindness pours from her in abundance, 

Love permeates her family and friends, 

Matters maternal continually nourish her children, and 

New thoughts of adoration feed her husband continuously. 

Oh, she’s a delight to all, 

Perfect in every way, 

Quiet, quick and quintessentially queenly, 

Radiating the worship of God 

Singing His praises like the angelic host, 

Thanking Him for his gifts, both great and small; 

Universally they help all those in need. 

Voracious is her appetite in seeking out those needy corners 

Where she can practise her calm healing cures; 

Xenophobia is a word she knows not, 

You are all included in her love; 

Zeus, Isis, Thor; all creeds, colours and castes. 

Edward Wyatt 
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A good wife deals confidently with the digital age  

Brilliant she is at IT 

Computers she understands 

Data bases hold all her household accounts  

Encryption codes she has mastered 

Fearlessly she surfs the internet 

Google is where she seeks information  

Homework for her children is easy. She guides them to find the 

answer they need on the web. 

Internet banking holds no mystery for her 

Just using her smart phone she controls all household appliances  

Keyboard skills are at her finger tips 

Last minute holiday deals she arranges from her laptop   

Many friends she has on Facebook 

No problems arise with the wireless systems she sets up  

Online she orders the weekly shop and it is delivered 

Perfectly all her files download  

Quickly she sets right computer glitches. 

Remembering passwords is easy for her 

Scams online she never falls for   

Tweeting is second nature to her 

Utility bills she pays online switching to get the best deal 

Viruses never get by her security systems 

When her husband’s computer crashes she can restore it  

X-rated videos are never downloaded onto her hard drive 

Young and old turn to her for help with their iPads 

Zeal she shows updating all thing digital so that husband and children 

can be confident they have the latest technology. 

Clare Wyatt 

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Bakestall 
We were able to send £20 raised in July to Children in Distress, one of our regular 

charities. Thank you to everyone who baked and bought. It will be the turn of the G-M 

team to provide for our next stall on 15th September but all contributions are most 

welcome. 

Margaret Waker 
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A Letter of Thanks 
David, Diane and the family would like to thank everyone who has supported us in the 

last few weeks since Katherine’s death. We would especially 

thank Father Michael and all the teams who helped ensure that 

Kate’s service was a truly memorable celebration of her 

sparkling life. Our words were an attempt to follow her 

spiritual journey and life into young adulthood. As this 

edition’s theme is “Journeys”, it seemed appropriate to share 

this with you again. 

 

We have been so upheld by the prayers, cards, letters, 

flowers, hugs, food and drink. Nourishment for body and soul! 

Please continue to hold all of us in your prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

Words For Kate 
Dear Family of Friends, 

Diane: Thank you for joining us on this joyously sad day of celebration. Your tears are 

flowing with ours to make a great river in which we can wash our sadness away, and be 

supported to swim freely. No single water drop seems to have an impact on the world, 

but with those before, and now and in the future we make our marks. 

David: We have sung a great Welsh hymn and they sing most heartily in Wales, I guess 

to cope with the reality of the rain. There is a high mountain to the north where some 

rain turns East to the curving River Severn, some to the West and shortly to the sea, but 

chance takes the rest into the streams and rivulets that become The River Wye. Indeed, 

The Great Why? An apparently straight course from a distance, but a flow of growing 

spirit, of growing beauty, and great complexity as you get to know her.  

And such makes Kate. 

Those early years tumbled with bubbling laughter as she waded with Sarah, ahead of a 

timorous Jen & Jon. At other times we lay quietly on our tummies peering into the 

spiralling pools at the lazy trout. But soon she discovered all those ”Llans” with double Ls 

like hockey sticks, which she picked up to run with such teenage success.  

Diane: The Wye emerges from the soft foothills and takes a turn at Hay, that town of 

books under the brooding Brecons. It was at University, that seat of learning, where Kate 

seemed first to find uncertainty in her course. The river skirts round the mountains and 

draws strength from them before passing through Hereford, a Cathedral City, and oh 

boy did Kate strive to gain spiritual strength. She struggled to left and to right and so 

does the river with wild dragons on one side and dark forests to the other.   
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David: But the far greater part has sweet meadows of dazzling buttercups and banks 

bright with the flash of Kingfishers. There can be canoeing on the sparkling surface to 

carry her over the rapids and into a clearing to camp, rest and play; with a wire bridge at 

which she could ask, “How far can a swallow fly carrying a coconut?”  

I quote from Monty Python’s search for The Holy Grail.  

Diane: Beyond the beauty of The Forest of Dean the river seems to have a strong 

confident flow, passing Tintern Abbey on the right where great faith is still evident. On 

the left remains the forest for the fun of cycling, egg and spoon races, and then a climbing 

area near Chepstow. Kate had such a free spirit in the great outdoors. But at cold and 

rainy times that gorge can seem deep; and dark; and lonely. You cannot see the bridge 

which is just around the corner. 

And thus, our dear friends, it became for Kate. 

David: Beyond a final twist, the river rejoins the Severn at Aust and flows to the ever 

widening estuary.  As a medical student I stayed at the pub by the old ferry crossing while 

on a rugby tour. With Jonathon’s Godfather I clambered round the shoreline and came 

across a family of sea-otters playing in the sun. We watched transfixed as time stood still. 

But then they saw us and in a moment were gone into the water.  

But we knew they were still there, and so could share the joy they had given to us. 

 

Diane:  And so our eyes are lifted to the wide horizon of the ocean’s curve, allowing us 

to marvel at the mystery beyond. 
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Caption competition 

 
Name a title for this photo taken at the Swindon Village Summer Fete, 6th July. 

 

Father Michael and Jean will judge the entries, which should be sent to 

magazine@prestbury.net by Saturday 14th September 2013.  Entries arriving after that 

date will not qualify. 

The Winning Entry will receive a box of Milk Tray and will be announced in the October 

Magazine. 

Sue Read 

 

Glenfall House 
By the time you read this article, the welcoming front door of the Diocesan Retreat 

house will soon be closing for the last time, and the house will be even quieter than 

usual.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank all who have supported the 

house as a volunteer, a Friend, or attended events there.  It has been a special and much 

loved place of prayer and stillness, offering also an environment for education, challenge, 

companionship and growth in the Christian faith, and we know that the hospitality and 

welcome offered there will be sadly missed by many. 

Please pray that, as far as possible, the work of Glenfall will go on, though not in the 

place that is so special to many of us.  Bishop Michael is to chair a small group who will 

ensure that this will happen, but we need to be patient.  There is no quick fix to finding a 

sustainable way forward for the provision for the work of spirituality in the diocese. 

Felicity Bayne,  Chaplain 

 

 

 Revd Liz will move into the Swindon Village Rectory on 6th August,   

see inside front cover for details.  
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Malawi Association for Christian Support 

At the end of the last financial year, the PCC selected MACS (Malawi Association for 

Christian Support) as one of the charities to receive a contribution from the overseas aid 

giving, and this sum was to go towards the new Hostels to be built at the School for the 

Blind at Nkope.   

This photo shows the footings for the girls' hostel and in the background can be seen the 

teacher's house.  Behind are the present hostels which are now inadequate for the 

school's needs.  On completion of the new hostel, the school will be able to admit more 

girls, and later when the second unit is completed, more boys. The children, because of 

their handicap, are often rejected by their families and villages, and with the specialized 

education provided by the school they can be more independent in adult life.  MACS has 

provided Braille machines and other aids and continues to support the school. 

 

 
 

This photo is a way of showing how the parish contribution is used. 

 
Roger Hodges 
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The Way (Part 5) 
Richard has been walking the pilgrimage route from St Jean Pierre de Port to Santiago de 

Compostela, and finished his journey at Santiago at the end of June. 

Finished!  Done it!  Muchas gracias to the Camino for 500 miles of heaven and hell, and 

for the chance to meet some fantastic people.  It also taught me some very useful 

lessons.  

Some of the lessons are not terribly profound.  For example, if you ask a non-walking car 

driver how far something is they will say “Oh, it’s only five minutes”.  You will still be 

walking half an hour later.  Another one: never undress for a shower, especially in a 

freezing cold former monastery, and splash shampoo all over your hair and body before 

checking that the water is at least lukewarm.  Never believe Hollywood: in the film “The 

Way” (which is about the Camino de Santiago) one character casually mentions he has “a 

bit of a sore foot”.  In reality, every pilgrim I’ve met has suffered from one or more of 

the following: blisters, turned ankles, tendonitis, shin splints, dodgy knees, stress 

fractures.  Pilgrims normally limp. 

I’ve also learned some more important things.  Firstly, that I need to appreciate the 

simple things in life; the sort of things that I sometimes take for granted.  I came to really 

enjoy a hot bath in a full-sized tub.  When I say I enjoyed it that’s an understatement.  I 

loved it.  Revelled in it.  Was amazed by it.  I loved eating sardines out of the can with the 

olive oil from the sardines drizzled over the rough country bread of Galicia.  And don’t 

get me on to the subject of clean, fabric-softened underwear and socks. 

The other lesson I’ve learned is that I need to work on my tolerance levels. Mountain 

bikers on the Camino drove me mad, flashing past within centimetres without warning.  I 

resented the huge influx of walkers who did the last 100km in order to get their 

“Compostela” certificate, but walked with day packs from hotel to hotel.  What were 

these people doing on “my” path? Then I gradually came to realise that everyone does 

the Camino in their own way and we were all part of it.  I’m not pretending I’m any 

paragon of tolerance but I think I’m at least moving in the right direction. 

And the biggest lesson?  That’s easy. As each day passed I treasured the evening phone 

call from my wife a little bit more.  As I neared the end of the trail I realised just how 

much I missed Jill.  I was walking so fast in anticipation of seeing her when she flew down 

to meet me in Santiago that we had to slow down so that we wouldn’t arrive days early. 

The lesson I learned was something I knew all along, and that’s how wonderful it is to 

have someone who loves you and whom you love back.  Maybe the Beatles got it right. 

“All you need is love”. 

Richard Gould 

 

Richard has been walking the Camino partly to raise money for a local charity which provides 

housing advice and support to vulnerable people.  If you’ve enjoyed his articles and want to 

support his charity then donations can be made to Cheltenham Housing Aid Centre, 

31 Prestbury Road, Gloucestershire, GL52 2PP. Cheques should be made payable to 

Cheltenham Housing Aid Centre. 
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           Alician mountains in mist                            Bronze of sleeping pilgrim in Leon 

 

Scallop shell at Muxia (it's the shell 

carried by my walking companion 

in memory of his wife who died in 

October 2011. He was raising 

money for a cancer charity. The 

shell was placed on a rock in front 

of the Santuario Da Virxe Da Barca 

in Muxia. As we left, the wind 

gusted and blew the shell into the 

water as if it wanted to get back to 

the sea. We had a weepy moment 

there I can tell you. Sandy was very 

dear to us) 

 

            Santiago Cathedral                                         Journey’s end   
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

Prestbury Mothers' Union 

The Prestbury Mothers' Union next meets on Tuesday 24th September at St Nicolas' 

Church at 7.30pm.  Our speaker will be Cynthia Millar and she is coming to tell us about 

the MU money advisory service. This scheme has been operating for 21 years and the 

MUMAS has now reached client 1000.  It is a free confidential advice service.  

Our MU 'Wheels Appeal' is still open for donations. We had a lovely June meeting at St 

Christopher's Church.  This is from a card received after the meeting: “What a 

wonderful afternoon it was on the 25th. Firstly an exciting mystery tour on the bus to 

Warden Hill and then the Church of St Christopher. It would be so easy to just glance at 

the windows and think ‘a lot of coloured glass’, but oh my, a real glorious treat was in 

store.  Again and again I kept seeing more details and intrigues in each parable window. It 

was like a religious mystery tour with a really deep meaning.  Thank you so much. The 

afternoon tea was superb - I nearly nodded off on the bus back to the Race Course !!! 

JB.” 

Everyone is most welcome at our meetings.  

Sylvia McKenzie, Branch Leader 

 

 

Help us to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of Sue Ryder 

Saturday 7th September 2013 from 11.00 am - 4.00 pm 

at St Edwards School, Cirencester Road, Cheltenham GL53 8EY.  

(Please note the change of location for 2013.) 

Entrance £2.50 adults (including OAPs),     Under 12s free. 

Entertainments: Grand raffle, bouncy castle, children's games and entertainers, face 

painting, live music, barbecue, vintage teas, craft and retro fashion stalls, homemade 

cakes, jams and preserves and exciting special guests. 

Angela Walker 

Volunteer with Fundraising Team 

Sue Ryder, Leckhampton Court Hospice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

CHADS present  

AUTUMN FROLICS 
 

An evening of entertainment with wine and cheese  

on Friday 11th and Saturday 12th October, 2013 at 7.30pm  

at The Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane. (parking available at The Junior School).  

Tickets £6 and £3 for children. 

Profits to be shared between The Noonan's Syndrome Association 

and Prestbury and Pittville Youth (PPY). 

Sylvia McKenzie and Avril Keen 
 



Prestbury Parish Magazine   August/September  2013 
 

- 15 - 

Back to Church Sunday 
will be on 

29th September 2013 

Back to Church Sunday has grown beyond all expectations since the first day in Greater 

Manchester in 2004. It is now the largest single local-church invitational initiative in the 

world, taking place in churches across denominations worldwide. 

Seeking to unlock the potential in personal invitation, Back to Church Sunday is an 

opportunity to act together each year and take the simplest and shortest step in 

evangelism; inviting someone we already know to our church. 

“Back to Church Sunday is a fantastic opportunity for us to grow the church. We know 

there are at least 3 million people in England who would come back to church if they had 

an invitation. And we know there are hundreds of thousands of Christians who want to 

invite their friends.” 

- Paul Bayes, Bishop of Hertford, St Albans Diocese 

Back to Church Sunday has, and continues to have, a significant impact. Not only does it 

see tens of thousands of people come back to church on one Sunday in September, but it 

also sees many becoming regular attenders and active members of their local churches. 

(Data source, Tearfund Church Report 2007) 

www.backtochurch.co.uk 

 

 

 

Cheltenham Cantilena Orchestra Family Concert  
Sunday 22nd September at 3.00pm in Cheltenham Town Hall 

You are warmly invited to our annual charity concert, this year raising money for the 

British Heart Foundation.  Many of the orchestra members have been affected by heart 

disease and we are pleased to raise funds for the excellent work of research and practical 

support which the charity offers. Most of the concert costs are covered by generous 

sponsorship from Endsleigh Insurance. The orchestra features local musicians and their 

families with a wide range of ages. 

The programme includes: 

Rachmaninov   Symphonic Dances 

Shostakovich   Jazz Suite No 2 

Falla   Three Cornered Hat Dances featuring dancers from local schools 

Plus waltzes from Der Rosenkavalier by Strauss, and songs from Mary Poppins and 

The Sound of Music sung by local school children 

Tickets £12 from the Town Hall Box Office: 0844 576 2210 

www.cheltenhamtownhall.org.uk or from Wendy Price 

 
  

http://db.tt/OjdN6M9p
http://www.backtochurch.co.uk/
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AUCTION OF PROMISES 

Saturday 19th October 

At St Nicolas Church 

So what exactly is an auction of promises? 

Imagine the promise of a dozen freshly baked scones to put in the freezer, or a litre of 

home-made soup. If you have a busy life-style, might you be tempted to put in a bid? 

Maybe a chauffeured trip for four to Cribbs for a shopping trip? 

If you are lucky enough to own a convertible, how about offering a drive in the 

Cotswolds, or a pillion ride on a motorbike? 

You might offer a few hours help gardening, babysitting, knitting, shopping. Maybe 

Language lessons, helping someone get set up on Skype, learning how to send e-mails, 

car-washing....... 

We can ALL offer a promise, but in order to raise funds we also need you all to come 

along to bid against each other! 

So during the holidays, please spare some time to plan what you can promise. More 

details will be available in early September. 

Janet Ford 

 

 

Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust 

 
 

The GHCT helps some of Gloucestershire’s churches by giving money 

to help with repairs and upkeep.  Annually the trust holds a ‘Ride and 

Stride’ event to raise money.  Last year £47,516 was raised.  This may 

sound impressive but does not go far when considering the size of 

grants needed.   

This year the Sponsored Ride and Stride takes place on Saturday 14th September.  

You can help in many ways: 

 Ride or stride to as many churches as you can and be sponsored as you go 

 Be sponsored in other ways, such as all-day singing, bell ringing, grass cutting, 

sweeping paths, riding an exercise bike in church and so on 

 Be in church to welcome visiting riders and offer them refreshments 

 Generously sponsor the riders and striders. 

The money you raise is shared equally between the Trust and any church of your choice.  

So there is a double incentive! 

See Brian Wood in St Nicolas’ and Phil Dodd in St Mary’s for further details. 

Brian Wood  
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News and Information from St Mary Magdalene 

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS 

The church of St Mary Magdalene stands on 

perhaps the second oldest site of a Christian 

Church in Gloucestershire. Visitors can trace 

the more recent history with the use of a 

booklet in the church.  It has also been a 

remarkable parish with only two vicars in 87 

years, the first being Rev. John Byron, second 

cousin of Lord Byron, the poet and the 

second Rev. George Bayfield Roberts who 

was presented with a large Bible by the 

German Emperor William the First.  

Come along to find out why he was 

presented with this gift, which can be seen in the church today. Rev. George Bayfield 

Roberts was also a leader of the English Church Union movement. Additionally, the 

Church has some of the oldest church records in the country and these will be also on 

display, as will a display of altar frontals and vestments, some going back to Victorian 

times. 

The church will be open on Saturday 14th September from 10.00 am until dark, and 

on Sunday 15th from 12.00 am to 4.00pm.  There will also be various stalls housed in 

marquees within the churchyard, and the tower will be open for the more intrepid 

visitor. We hope to have something of interest for everyone. 

Refreshments and Ploughman's lunches will be served on both days, but from 5.00 pm 

on Saturday there will be a Pig Roast at the Church, with a bar available and we hope to 

have a Brass ensemble playing in the evening. 

The Church is located in Elmstone Hardwicke with Uckington, just over a mile from 

Junction 10 on the M5.  Take the A4019 to Cheltenham from the motorway and turn left 

at Uckington crossroads and on leaving the village the church can be seen on the left 

across the fields. The Postcode is GL51 9TJ.  

 For further details contact David Williams   
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HERITAGE OPEN DAYS  

This September, St Mary's, Prestbury Church will once more be taking part in this 

national event. On Friday 13th, Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th September the 

church will be open for visitors. The theme of the exhibition will be the church and 

churchyard, their history and architecture.  

We are a grade two with star listed building, just under the top level of grade one and we 

have a lot of memorial tombs in our churchyard considered of special interest by English 

Heritage. We will be flagging up where they are and where possible give some 

information about their “Occupants”.  We are asking for volunteers to adopt one of 

these and make it neat and tidy for this occasion.  If you think you can help with this or a 

one-off session of churchyard maintenance for this special weekend, please contact Phil 

Dodd or one of the churchwardens or clergy. There will be a simple instruction guide 

available for you to follow. 

The event is being organised by the Friends of St Mary's.  There will be light refreshments 

available in the afternoons and on the Saturday evening a buffet supper and illustrated talk 

about the Prescott Hill Climb and its History. Tickets for this will be available from Jim 

Mackie, 01242 524213 or Phil Dodd, 01242 581062.  More details to be published nearer 

the event. 

Phil Dodd  (Friends of St. Mary's, Prestbury), Lynda Hodges (H.O.D.s) 

 

 

More Dates for your Diary 
 

  6 October    Harvest  

12 October    Welcome service for new Bishop of Tewkesbury  

27 October    Bible Sunday 

 

No further details at date of publishing.  

Please keep your eyes open for info in the NCTM Weekly Notices. 

 
If you use email you can contact the Team Office admin@northchelt.org.uk and ask to be 

added to the email list for the weekly Notice Sheet which will carry the latest 

information.  Alternatively contact as per listings on front and back pages.  More events 

are advertised on the Diocesan website www.gloucester.anglican.org 
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Diary August 2013 
 4 Sun 1400 Wedding St Mary’s 

9 Fri 1230 Wedding St Mary’s 

10 Sat 1400 Wedding St Mary’s 

11 Sun 0930 Baptism St Nicolas 

17 Sat 1530 Wedding St Mary’s 

18 Sun 1230 FOSMP event The Priory grounds 

20 Tue 1930 FOSMP committee Finchcroft Lane 

21 Wed 1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 

23-26  

 

Greenbelt weekend Racecourse 

25 Sun 1100 Baptisms St Mary’s 

  

1530 Baptism St Mary’s 

26 Mon 

 

Bank Holiday – no services today 

 27 Tue 1900 ‘Walk the patch’ meet at St Nicolas 

 

Diary September 2013 
 1 Sun 1530 Baptism St Nicolas 

3 Tue 

 

Prestbury schools begin the new term 

 4 Wed 1400 Buildings & Fabric committee St Nicolas 

  

1930 Prestbury Communications Group Prestbury Vicarage 

6 Fri 1300 Wedding St Mary’s 

  

1530 Wedding St Mary’s 

8 Sun 1100 Patronal Festival Eucharist St Mary’s 

10 Tue 1930 Christmas Planning Meeting The Rectory 

12 Thu 1930 Prestbury Finance Committee Queenwood House 

14 Sat  GHCT Ride and Stride Gloucestershire 

14 -15 

 

Heritage Open Weekend 

 14 Sat 1700 Pig Roast Elmstone Hardwicke 

  

1800 FOSMP event St Mary’s 

16 Mon 1930 North Cheltenham Liaison Group St Nicolas 

  

1930 Prestbury LMT St Nicolas 

17 Tue 1930 PPY Executive Committee The Rectory 

18 Wed 1430 ‘Welcome on Wednesday’ St Nicolas 

  

1900 Junior School Governing Body Junior School 

19 Thu 1930 Prestbury PCC meeting St Mary’s 

22 Sun 1100 Baptism St Mary’s 

  

1530 Baptism St Mary’s 

25 Wed 1230 Ecumenical Minister’s Meeting The Rectory 

  

1800 Infant School Governing Body Infant School 

28 Sat 1330 Wedding St Mary’s 

29 Sun  Back to Church Sunday  
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Let’s get prepared….. improving the historic Scout Hut 

with, and for, the whole Community. 

I recently spent time in conversation with Linda Jackson, who is currently the Group 

Scout Leader at the Prestbury Scout Group. The 1st Prestbury Scout Group celebrated 

its 60th year last year.   

Linda says: “Prior to meeting at the Scout hut on The Burgage, the scouts used to meet 

at Bob and Barbara Lyle’s home in the loft, above their garage - there was even a flagpole 

in the garden! Bob’s love for nature and sense of adventure turned the tree that 

overhangs the road and their kitchen into an aerial walkway.  Barbara has many fond 

memories of the scouts using the tree to swing, do exercises and basically have fun and 

learn a range of skills. The path is reminiscent of the tree path at Kew Gardens….it is a 

terrific experience to walk high above the ground in the trees... you almost feel as if 

you’re in the sky! This adventure that Bob rigged up for the scouts must have thrilled 

them...true old-fashioned scouting...which probably wouldn’t be allowed today, on the 

grounds of health and safety”.  

Linda herself has been a leader for five years. A podiatrist and mother of a Scout and an 

Explorer, she first became involved when she was asked to establish a Beaver colony for 

Prestbury. Her husband Mark is also involved as a Beaver leader. Linda has spent time 

running both the Beaver colony and the Cub pack but now has a more managerial role as 

Group Scout Leader.  

Who are the Scouts?  

The Scouting Association was, as many know, 

founded by Lord Baden Powell in 1907. The 

stated aim of the Scouts is to “promote the 

development of young people in achieving 

their full physical, intellectual, social and 

spiritual potential, as individuals, as 

responsible citizens and as members of their 

communities”.  Over a century later, modern 

day scouts are divided into four groups of 

young people:  

Beavers (age 6 to 8) – the youngest section is easily 

recognised by the bright turquoise sweatshirts. They spend 

their time playing games, going on visits, making things, 

singing and investigating nature.  More recently the 1st 
Prestbury beavers had their first camping experience with 

the Cubs and Scouts.   

Cubs (age 8 to 10) – these young people enjoy going on 

trips, working towards badges, learning new activities and 

camping. Last term the cubs camp JOTI (Jamboree On The 

Internet) with an international theme enabled them to meet 

up with scouts all over the world, via the internet.  
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Scouts (age 10-14) - these older children get the chance to try lots of new activities,  

both outdoors and in the community.   The Scouts’ camping experience this summer 

involved cooking on wood fires.  

All sections wear a black and white necker identifying them as belonging to 1st Prestbury. 

Explorers (age 14 to 18) - many of whom are working to become young leaders. 

Members of the Explorers can take part in hundreds of activities from climbing to sailing 

to becoming a Queen’s Scout – an award that holds considerable prestige.  Explorers this 

Summer will be heading to France for their camping experience.  Many move on at 18yrs 

to the Scout Network for 18 -25 year olds. 

Adult volunteers – Leaders and Exec committee Scouting is all about offering the 

young people experiences and opportunities to grow in confidence and fulfil their 

potential and this needs the support of a dedicated and committed leadership team.  The 

Group is always actively recruiting adults so, if you feel you’d like to share the scouting 

fun or rekindle scouting memories….  The Scout Group supports flexible volunteering 

and is happy to work with adults’ availability, skills and circumstances. 

The Exec committee at 1st Prestbury has the 

responsibility of managing the finances, 

recruiting volunteers and the maintenance of 

the building.   

For many years now, the Scout Hut in The 

Burgage has been the home for the Prestbury 

scout group.  It also has historic significance; 

few know this but the Hut and its adjoining 

field were once a stable used by Cromwell 

for his horses, as he and his army passed 

through in the 1650’s. Evidence of the hut’s 

former life can be seen in the vaulted ceiling, 

and, under the floor tiles, the old iron rings that were used to tether the horses can still 

be discovered. The hut is a Grade II listed building and resides in a Conservation Area, 

both of which make changes or upgrades more expensive and complex.  

The vision of the Exec is to improve the hall and its facilities making it more desirable for 

hire purposes;  the resultant hire fees should then help the building move towards being 

self-funding. The running costs are 

approximately £100 a week (insurance, 

bills and maintenance).   

The Scout Group acknowledge that the 

hall is a fantastic community resource and 

investing in the building will secure it for 

the young people of the future. The Scout 

Group is keen to nurture these 

relationships and increase the use of the 

building for both young and ‘young at 

heart’.                                               
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Improving the historic Scout Hut (continued) 

The hut itself comprises a main hall, leaders’ room, kitchen, toilets, showers and storage 

areas. Parts of the hut have recently been upgraded, involving a considerable amount of 

work by volunteers,  and the donation of skills by scout parents, friends and contacts. 

The funding for the refurbishment of the toilets, installation of the shower, upgrading the 

paths and disabled access have be all been achieved though grant applications.   

The hut has also had a lot of support from local businesses including Bence and Lloyds 

TSB Bank, the latter even allowing some of their staff to spend time painting the interior. 

Caradon Mira donated the new toilets, sinks and shower.  

However, a recent investigation of the roof structure gave worrying results. A patch 

repair was effected, but the whole roof structure needs removing.  This will enable the 

building to be appropriately insulated and more energy-efficient and environmentally 

friendly. The Scout Group feel it is important that youths within the community are 

aware of environmental issues, and by ensuring that the building is environmentally 

friendly, will make the building sustainable for future generations. The money saved on 

the running costs will also divert funds into more young peoples’ activities and promoting 

the hut as a community resource. 

Also, improving the acoustics will allow the section to increase numbers, giving 10% 

more young people the chance to join.  

£3,000 has already been raised following the ‘Band on the Burgage’ community event, 

covered last month. The Group also had some donations from members of the Prestbury 

community towards the event and the publicity in the Gloucestershire Echo of this event 

raised the awareness of a trust fund who have just donated another £5,000 ! 

The Group are also very grateful to Sam Holtom, who coordinated a Children’s Funday 

which took place on Saturday the 13th July, involving stalls, games, a second hand toy sale 

and a BBQ.  Peppa Pig even arrived to mingle with the guests! This event will be covered 

separately in another issue.  

The next fundraising stage for the Scout Group is an application to Cheltenham Borough 

Council for a ‘Refurbishment of Community Buildings’ Grant. The application is currently 

at the second stage, and if the vote is in our favour, we may win a grant to assist towards 

the cost of the roof.  

The Scout Hut and field hold many happy memories for scouts, members of the 

community and the church alike – I (Suzy) once knelt on the field as Herod’s handmaiden 

in the Passion Play, over 20 years ago! We hope to see its important role continue, and 

to preserve it as a resource for the community for many years to come.  

Prestbury Scout Hut and grounds are available for hire for daytime and overnight events 

(for the latter, the field can be used for camping). For more information go to the 

website www.prestburyscouts.org.uk . 

Suzanne Beadnell / Linda Jackson 

  



Prestbury Parish Magazine   August/September  2013 
 

- 23 - 

August Calendar 

  4 SUN TRINITY 10 

  6 Tue Transfiguration of Our Lord 

10 Sat St Laurence, deacon, martyr 
 

12 SUN TRINITY 11 

15 Thu The Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

18  SUN TRINITY 12 

20 Tue Bernard, abbot 

24 Sat Bartholomew the Apostle 

 

25 SUN TRINITY 13 

27 Tue Monica, mother of Augustine of Hippo 

28 Wed Augustine, bishop, teacher of the faith 

29 Thu Beheading of John the Baptist 

31 Sat Aidan, bishop, missionary 

 

September Calendar 

  1 SUN TRINITY 14 

  3 Tue Gregory the Great, bishop 

 

  8 SUN TRINITY 15 

13 Fri John Chrysostom, bishop, teacher of faith 

14 Sat Holy Cross Day 

 

15 SUN TRINITY 16 

17 Tue Hildegard, abbess, visionary 

21 Sat Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 

 

22 SUN TRINITY 17 

 

29 SUN MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS 
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From the Parish Registers 

Baptisms 

July 7 Jacob Bogle 

  

Samuel Bogle 

  

Amelia Davis 

   Marriages 

June 7 Paul Turner & Nicola Wilkinson 

   Funerals 

June 27 Jean Herbert 

July 12 Sydney Veale 

   Memorial Services 

June 28 Katherine Lyle 

   Burials of ashes 

June 21 Daisy Baldwin 

 

29 Katherine Lyle 

 

 

Advertisement 
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Banishing the blues with the Blue Moon Harmony Choir 

With summer finally here, the uplifting interior of St. Mary’s Church, Prestbury provided 

an ideal (and cool!) venue for an equally inspiring concert by the Blue Moon Harmony 

Choir on Saturday 6th July. 

Under the expert direction of Charmaine Worrall and accompanied by talented pianist 

Pam Taverner, the mixed-voice group tackled an impressive repertoire of around twenty 

songs.  Show classics such as Maria, The Rhythm of Life and Memory were interspersed 

with more contemporary items including My Heart Will Go On and Make You Feel My Love. 

A particular highlight for me was the clever quodlibet (arranged by Beard & Tucker) 

combining I Believe (sung by the gentlemen) and Ave Maria (sung by the ladies), with 

another treat being We Will Still Be Singing, a song specially commissioned by the choir 

last year to mark its ten-year anniversary (words by the choir’s Chairperson and music 

by the Musical Director).  

I think we all found it hard not to tap our feet along to the final numbers Chatanooga¸ 

And All That Jazz and Electricity which ensured the concert went out with a bang!  If any of 

this has also ‘sparked’ your interest and you are keen to hear the choir, or indeed 

become a member, you can find more information on the website at: 

http://www.bluemoonharmony.co.uk  

Jennifer Kilbey 

 

Advertisement 
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Glastonbury Pilgrimage 2013 

The last time I attended the annual Glastonbury Pilgrimage was approximately 25 years 

ago.  I was a teenager and server at 

my local church in Staverton and I 

have fond memories of a day that 

always seemed to be sunny!  I was 

a little apprehensive to be honest 

when I agreed to relive this 

experience and hoped that the day 

still lived up to my high 

expectations.   

Sadly the weather was not as I remember ………  But 

did that spoil things?  No way!  A chatty and excited 

group met outside All Saints on Saturday morning and 

boarded the coach.  Picking up some fellow pilgrims 

from St Stephen’s, we were soon on our way.   

Arriving at the Abbey grounds, the memories all came 

flooding back.  A truly spiritual and peaceful space, the 

ruined abbey is set in 36 acres of beautiful parkland.  

With a little imagination it is not hard to picture what 

the abbey would have looked like “in its day” – a 

magnificent and inspiring centre of worship.   

The day began with a celebration of Mass.  This year’s 

pilgrimage was dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

and was entitled “Behold your Mother”.  A good 

number of dedicated worshippers braved the 

elements to enjoy this service which concluded in 

Communion.  An inspiring and at times slightly critical sermon was led by the Rt Revd 

Michael Langrish, Bishop of Exeter.  He (like me) was a little saddened by the diminishing 

number of pilgrims who were in attendance and encouraged us all to reach out and share 

with others the fellowship and spiritual growth that can be gained from a day such as this.  

He certainly encouraged me to commit to my attendance next year!   

Thankfully the weather stayed fine so we could enjoy our picnic lunch in the Abbey 

grounds.  Meeting new friends and catching up with others who you maybe don’t get 

enough time to spend with, is all part of the experience and brings together a sense of 

belonging. The afternoon celebrations began with a Procession of Witness through the 

streets of the town of Glastonbury.  How proud we were at All Saints to see our very 

own Guy (who was recently confirmed) leading the procession?  He did a magnificent job 

and should be congratulated for his cool-headedness and the respectful manner in which 

he conducted himself.  Back at the Abbey grounds we attended a service of Benediction 

with the Blessed Sacrament.   
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There was a little time left at the end of the day to explore Glastonbury and the 

numerous shops selling a wide and varied selection of pretty much everything! It was 

soon time to be heading back to Cheltenham. 

A tired but happy band of 

pilgrims returned to All 

Saints in the early evening, 

having spent a busy, yet I 

feel spiritually rewarding 

day.  Yes there maybe were 

not so many participants as 

I remember from my 

younger days in attendance 

at the pilgrimage, but I was 

not disappointed in the 

slightest.  The day was filled 

with the joy and spirit of our 

Lord Jesus Christ – showing in 

practice his love of each of us through fellowship and worship.   See you next year.                                   

Mary Apperly 
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Strawberry Fayre   

Saturday 13th July 2013 was a special day in a 
secret corner of Uckington on the outskirts of 
Cheltenham. It was the bi-annual Strawberry Fayre 
that takes place within the grounds of the historic 
Moat House. Throughout the country the sun 
shone and temperatures soared into the high 20's 
and in Uckington it was no different with a perfect 
summer’s day for this quintessentially English 
afternoon Fayre.  

The largest gathering since this event started at Moat House enjoyed a lazy afternoon 
relaxing in the shade of the trees, enjoying delicious strawberries and cream, scones, 

cakes and, given the heat, that badly needed 
refreshing cup of tea. Entertainment, stalls 
selling a variety of produce and tombola all 
helped to make this a most enjoyable 
afternoon in the country. The guided tour 
around the grounds told the story of the moat, 
the long history of the house and those that 
have lived in it over the last 400 years. Spooky 
tales of ghosts that have been regularly seen in 
the house and grounds added to the interest. 

A wonderful event enjoyed by the old and 
young alike and all in aid of the beautiful 

Elmstone Hardwicke Church. The 
Church is well worth a visit and many of 
the tombs in the graveyard and 
memorials inside the Church tell the 
story of the families that have lived in 
Moat House. 

Sadly, the Moat House Strawberry Fayre 
only happens every other year so get a 
reminder in your diary now for mid July 
2015...... you won’t be disappointed! 

Chris Rose 

 

 

Pictures by David Williams and 

 Fr Mike French 
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Prestbury Memorial Trust News 

June and early July have been a busy and fruitful period for the Trust.  Apart from all our 

regular activities we have been busy on the fund raising front.  The Royal Oak very 

generously gave us their June Charity Coffee Morning slot.  We were blessed with good 

weather and a very good turnout resulting in donations of approaching £550. A big thank 

you to all who supported us and all at the Royal Oak for the idea, the venue and the 

efforts of the staff. 

Richard’s 72-Hole Golf Challenge 

I have just passed my 65th birthday 

and thought that if I were going to 

take on such a challenge I had 

better do it while I still can.  Four 

rounds of golf (72 holes) on 

Cleeve Hill, starting at 5am and to 

be completed by 9pm. A distance 

that turned out to be just over 20 

miles and totalled 353 shots/putts.  

As things turned out I was blessed 

with the most benign golfing 

weather and managed to complete 

by 7.45 pm. I am pictured here on 

the left.  I was hoping to raise 

sponsorship of £500 but will more 

than double that. Again the generosity from around the village, but especially the support 

and encouragement from the members at Cleeve Hill, really did surprise me.  

These energetic fund raising efforts are going towards offsetting the cost of resurfacing 

the drive and repairs to the boundary wall at the Warden’s Bungalow in Deep Street. 

August and early September is minibus outing time. Please take note of the list below. 

Give me a ring.  There are no Trust membership formalities or fees. 

 

Wed 7th August  Stow on the Wold  

Fri 9th August  Bourton on the Water 

Mon 12th August Cirencester  

Fri 16th August Evesham Country Park 

Mon 9th September Worcester     

 

Unless otherwise stated the minibus will start pick-ups at 9.30 am. We should be back in 

Prestbury by about 4 pm.  Cost of minibus will be collected on the day.  I will try to 

share places out as best I can. 
Richard Mason 579097 
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MOTHERS’ UNION SUMMER OUTING 2013 

Tuesday, 25th June was a cool breezy summer’s day. Perfect for a journey to St. 

Christopher’s Church, Warden Hill, to see the ‘Stained Glass Windows’. Sylvia Mckenzie, 

Branch Leader, was supported during the afternoon by Deacon Jennifer, Pam Dainton, 

Reader at the church of St Christopher, and 4 MU members from St Philip and St James, 

Leckhampton. 

THE JOURNEY 

Sylvia gave members and guests a choice regarding travel to and from their homes and 

the 1960’s Church of St. Christopher. She presented them with the challenge of either 

travelling on the D bus from Cheltenham Racecourse or in cars.  For those  who chose 

the ‘Bus’ option there was no concern about alighting at the wrong stop, as Warden Hill 

is the end of the line!  For those who travelled by car, providing they were adept at 

driving through Cheltenham’s road works, the journey was straightforward! 

ARRIVAL 

Upon arrival we were met by Sylvia, invited to be seated, and instantly aware of a set of 

10 large modern stained glass windows. Five on our left and five on our right. They 

completely filled in the window spaces on both sides of the nave. They had been installed 

over a ten period from 1985 to 1995.  

      Photos by Edward Wyatt 

WELCOME 

Pam Dainton welcomed us, outlined the afternoon’s programme, provided the geography 

of the building and, most importantly, detailed the tea arrangements!  Then followed a 

short introduction to Deacon Jennifer who, over time and during the course of several 

visits, has developed a significant interest and knowledge on the subject of the windows. 

DEACON JENNIFER’S ADDRESS 

Jennifer’s address focused on the ten Thomas Denny Windows…..but not before 

recalling her Aunt Irene’s membership of the MU in Stockport some 50 years ago. This 

family connection provided inspiration for her research into the links between the 

windows and the Mothers’ Union.  She helped us to appreciate how the windows, based 

on parables and linked as a whole by colour (e.g colours in a window carry over to the 

adjacent ones) put Jesus’ words into pictures.  From the many examples she gave I wish 

to highlight 2 windows and the MU links, namely:   



August/September  2013 Prestbury Parish Magazine 
 

- 32 - 

 

i The Fig Tree  Luke 13 :6-9 

“A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he came looking for fruit on it, but found 

none.  So he said to the vine-dresser,’ For the last three years I have come looking for fruit on 

this fig tree without finding any.  Cut it down. Why should it go on taking goodness from the 

soil?’ but he replied, “Leave it sir, for one year, while I dig round it and manure it, and if it bears 

next season, well and good, if not, you shall have it down” 

The Mothers Union works with young families and by sowing seeds at this level their 

efforts are aimed at overcoming what may stifle growth. 

 

ii The House on the Rock  Matthew 7:24-25 

“So whoever hears these words of mine and acts on them is like a man who had the sense to 

build his house on rock. The rain came down, the floods rose, the winds blew and beat upon that 

house, but it did not fall, because its foundations were built on rock.” 

The Mothers’ Union encourages learning by getting involved. They work at local levels to 

build firm foundations with women and children, for example, in prisons, and with young 

families in Children’s and Family Centres. 

Jennifer then planted a seed in our minds, suggesting that we would see the parables in a 

‘new light’ as we looked at the windows. Her new parable for The Prestbury Mothers’ 

Union is 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS LIKE THE MOTHERS’ UNION.  
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EXPLORING THE WINDOWS 

We were then invited to spend ¾ hour not just looking at the windows, but feeling the 

colours and giving time for the detail to emerge. We were advised to spend time 

reflecting, as the windows put Jesus’ words into pictures.  

To enable and support us during this ‘quiet time’ laminated cards, specifically designed for 

the North Cheltenham Team Ministry MU were placed underneath each window, 

providing a pertinent reflection and prayer. 

SERVICE 

Jennifer led a short service of hymns, prayers and a reading, confirming the theme of ‘The 

Kingdom of God’ and the parables and messages of the afternoon. 

She invited a response to the windows, suggesting people write their views on post-its… 

here is an example of this. 

‘Truly enlightening and thought provoking. 10 very beautiful windows with such vibrancy and colour’. 

ENDING 

The afternoon drew to a close with a delicious tea… and for those unable to eat a 

selection of 6 different types of sandwiches, scones and cake, the thoughtful ladies from 

St Philip and St James provided doggie bags! 

The ’buzz’ on the homeward bus, and no doubt in the cars too, was that Sylvia had 

planned an inspirational and memorable afternoon. Her own words, “The windows are 

beautiful with strong messages”, echoed the views of many. 

St Christopher’s Church plan to install two further stained glass windows in their new 

west end entrance. It is my belief that when they are in situ the Mothers’ Union will be 

asking Sylvia for another outing to Warden Hill. 

(View all 10 windows on www.tciwh.org.uk)                                             Jean Johnson 
 

 
iii The Ravens  Luke 12: 24 

“Think of the ravens: they neither sow nor reap; they have no storehouse or barn; yet God feeds 

them.  You are worth far more than the birds.”  
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St Nicolas’ Fete 

The Church Fete at St Nicolas’ was a great success due to a lot of hard work by a great 

many people.  The weather was very obliging, with uninterrupted sunshine, which in turn 

brought a good attendance and the many stalls were very busy.  The Doggy Gymkhana 

was particularly popular and gave rise to a lot of comment.  We raised £1,600 for the 

church funds, a good figure under the current economic circumstances.  Our thanks go 

to all those who helped to set up, run and clear away all the stalls and to all who 

attended. 
Marcus Steel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   Pictures by Brian Wood 
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Prestbury Flower Arranging Club 

2013 has been Prestbury Flower Club's 35th “Coral” Anniversary year. The club was 

formed in September 1978 by Val Blight along with some like-minded ladies and has gone 

from strength to strength over the years. 

On 26th June members and friends enjoyed a celebratory outing to the Chase Hotel at 

Ross on Wye, where a three course meal was appreciated by all, followed by a delightful 

demonstration by Beryl Griffiths, one of our most popular and regular demonstrators, 

whose lovely designs were then raffled off.  

On September 23rd Margaret Walker will be demonstrating “Hidden Gems” helping us 

to celebrate the anniversary of our inaugural meeting, so do come along and join us. 

Though we are still a small club, we try to give our members an entertaining and varied 

programme offering good value for their annual subscription.  We also welcome visitors 

at £5 for the evening. Our meetings are held at Prestbury Hall on Bouncers Lane, starting 

at 7.30pm with the hall open from 7pm.  Should you require any further information on 

the club, do have a look at our website www.prestburyflowerarrangingclub.com or ring 

Lindsey McGowan on 07754592848 or Fenella Botting on 01242 241642. 

Lindsey McGowan 
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NEWS FROM PRESTBURY 

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH  
 

Minister:  Revd Maz Allen 
Tel:  Cheltenham 238273 

maz@urcic.org.uk 
 

Coffee Mornings – Saturdays 3rd August & 7th September 10.30 – 12.00 
Please join us for our monthly coffee mornings at the Church on Saturday 3rd August and 6th 
September from 10.30 to 12.00.  There will also be the usual mix of teas, coffees, cakes & 
good company !  
 

Advance Warning – Bric-a-Brac Sale and Coffee Morning  
 Saturday 5th October  10.00 – 12.00 
If you are having a bit of a clear out then do think of donating good quality bric-a-brac to us 
please.  And then why not join us at the Church to pick up a bargain on the day?  There will 
also be a cake stall and a raffle and as well as teas and coffees.  
 

URChins Baby & Toddler Group 
URChins  is now taking its Summer Break but will re-open for its 17th year on Monday 9th 
September at 10.00. All children from birth to school age are welcome as are their carers be 
they parents, nannies or grandparents (we have even had a great-granny!). Unlimited 
refreshments, lots of toys and activities, and new friends for you and your child to make.  
Cost £2.50 per family.  
 

Hire of Prestbury URC 

The Church and Small Hall are available for hire for children’s parties, meetings or other 
activities.  It costs £10 per hour or £25 per half day or evening. There is a large kitchen with 
cooker and the toddler group toys can be provided on request. 
 
For further information on all the above activities please contact Fiona Hall for more 

information on 511143 or at prestbury.urcic.org.uk 
 

 
St Andrew’s URC 
Montpellier Street 

‘Refresh’ 

Every Thursday  10 am – 2 pm 

and last Saturday of each month  10 am – 12 noon 

Relaxing Coffee Shop with Christian books, cards and gifts for sale 

Pop in for Daily Bible Reading notes, devotional books and more 
For more information please contact Kay Boulton on 222005  
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Thoughts from the Pew  

When I was working in primary school, we followed the BBC programmes for worship in 

primary schools.  This led me into a whole library of newer hymns.  One of the new (to 

me) singable and swingy hymns was the Sidney Carter hymn/worship song: “One more 

step along the world I go” ... “And it’s from the old I travel to the new, keep me 

travelling a-long with you”. 

As I get older, this hymn seems more to express what happens as we grow older and as 

we try to live the life that God wishes us to live. Christians believe each of us has a 

special work to do for our Lord.  This is work no one else can do - nobody but us.  It is 

our mission in life.  As John Henry Newman wrote: “God has created me to do Him 

some definite service. He has committed some work to me which He has not committed 

to another.  I have my mission - I may never know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the 

next.” 

Sydney Carter’s hymn is a prayer, of course. “Keep me travelling a-long with you” - as we 

travel “from the old things to the new”.  We pray that our Christian journey is one that 

we make with our friend Jesus. 

The prayer continues: “Keep me travelling the way I should” and we ask for “courage 

when the world is rough”.  Most of us go through rough patches in our lives and we have 

been aware of how much God’s help has meant to us, keeping our courage up. Thank 

God. 

We have many pictures of human life.  We have the picture of Christian as pilgrim which 

we have in John Bunyan’s ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’ which, although written so many years ago, 

still holds great truth and help for the modern pilgrim, man or woman. 

We have the image of the Christian life as a journey to our homeland - to a life with 

God.  I am comforted by John Henry Newman’s prayer for the end of our journey: “O 

Lord support us all the day long of this troublous life, until the shades lengthen and the 

evening comes, the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. 

Then Lord, in thy great mercy, grant us safe lodging, a holy rest, and peace at the last,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

RG  
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