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The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 

seen his glory 

Writing for a December issue of the magazine, it would be tempting to overlook the 

whole of the season of Advent and to focus instead on the delights of Christmas.  

Advent means coming – it’s the time when we prepare for the coming of Christ, by 

looking back through the development of God’s promises to his chosen people, given 

first to Abraham and then through the Old Testament prophets and John the Baptist. 

Finally, with the Annunciation to the Virgin Mary, and her obedient acceptance of God’s 

plan, everything was ready for the promised Messiah to come into the world.  It was a 

gradual process that had taken hundreds of years. 

Sometimes we might wish that Christmas would come more quickly – especially if we’re 

looking forward to a family gathering, or are small enough to be hoping for a special gift 

from Santa Claus. But although waiting can be frustrating, it’s also very necessary.  After 

all, if we were expecting a new baby, we wouldn’t want it to arrive until all the 

development had been properly completed.  

So Advent allows us an opportunity to take a break from the frenetic busy-ness of late 

night shopping, Christmas letters and present wrapping, in order to remember that 

God’s purpose is found not only in the earth-shattering surprises of our faith journey, 

but also in the faithful, if sometimes slow development of our relationship with Christ, 

when the only thing we can do is to persevere and take to heart some words from one 

of those Old Testament prophets,  “Be still before the Lord and wait in patience.” 

This is also the season in which we look ahead to the end of time, and the final coming of 

Christ as judge, although we’re not too keen to dwell on the four traditional Advent 

themes of Death, Judgement, Heaven and Hell. 

Yet “the Word was made flesh and lived among us.”  God chose to share in the 

ordinariness of our human life by sending his Son Jesus Christ to be born on earth, so 

that each one of us could have the chance to begin again. 

Our Advent waiting will culminate in the joyful celebration of Christmas, and with it, the 

realisation that those four last things of Advent have brought us not to an ending, but to 

a new beginning. 

So let’s use this December season of expectation and preparation as an opportunity to 

“be still before the Lord”, and reflect on the promise that is already pointing us to Christ’s 

Easter triumph over death, that “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” 

Deacon Jennifer 

 

  
Front Cover Photograph 

The Holy Family are travelling around Prestbury 

Photographer: Ruth Rudge 
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Editorial Team Corner 

On the first Sunday of November, St Mary Magdalene’s Reader, Neil Jones, advised the 

congregation that he and his wife Sarah would be meeting with Father Michael to discuss 

preparations for Advent. He then invited us all to consider ideas and contributions which 

we would like to put forward and include for the celebration of Advent, such as readings, 

music and hymns.  I am sure that had children been present, there would have been an 

outcry for Advent Calendars! 

We all identify with what is surely the most important symbol and tradition performed 

during this season, that of lighting Advent wreath candles.  

Research has led me to understand that there are different interpretations for each 

candle. Firstly, I would like to provide one which we are familiar within our NCTM, 

followed by a second, which some people use at home. 

Our NCTM churches use purple candles and on the 3rd Sunday of Advent (Gaudete 

Sunday) a pink candle. We tend to relate the lighting of each candle to the readings for 

each of the Sundays of Advent: Advent 1: The Patriarchs, Abraham and David. Advent 2: 

The Prophets. Advent 3: John the Baptist. Advent 4: Mary. The centre white candle is lit 

on Christmas day and represents the new-born King. The Advent wreaths in our homes 

are frequently determined by family traditions, defining the decorations, colour and 

explanation of each candle. Red candles are often used with a white one in the centre, 

the latter having the same interpretation as in our NCTM churches. For the Remaining  

4 red candles they can highlight for the first Sunday, the theme of hope, the second: love, 

the third: joy and on the final Sunday before Christmas  peace 

On page 3 you will find a message and prayer which Father John Gann has prepared for 

us this Christmas. He addresses the theme of PEACE.  It is his wish and hope that 

readers will cut out the prayer and keep it in a safe and special place for regular use.   

I find his words particularly poignant, and I am sure you will too, as we learn almost daily 

from the WHO, of the confirmed cases of Polio in babies and toddlers in east Syria.  It is 

the first outbreak in this country in 14 years.  This  sad news follows only a matter of 

months after David Price’s  article ‘Getting on Top  of Kilimanjaro and Polio’, which 

highlighted that Polio eradication in third world countries is that much nearer.  Syria is a 

tragic example of the war on terrorism and the crises rising up in the Middle East, 

demonstrating how the End Polio Now campaign will need to review its initiative of 

trying to eradicate polio in war torn countries such as Syria 

Christmas is undoubtedly the most popular Christian holiday, in terms of cultural and 

social significance. Most of the traditional customs of Christmas are gift-giving, tree 

decorating, light hanging and feasting, of which there will be an abundance across our 

NCTM. 

We wish all our readers and contributors a very happy and peaceful Christmas and a 

joyous and healthy New Year.  

(Source: Christianity for Dummies…Richard Wagner 2004)                                     

Jean Johnson 

 



Prestbury Parish Magazine   December  2013/January 2014 

- 3 - 

PEACE 

As we approach Christmas the message of 'Peace on earth' rings in our ears. 

When we come to New Year we hope that it will be one of Peace and Goodwill in our 

world, rather than more wars and killing and destruction. In the coming weeks we may 

like to use this prayer, saying it slowly as a meditation. 

Fr John Gann 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lead us from death to life     from falsehood to truth. 

Lead us from despair to hope     from fear to trust 

Lead us from hate to love     from war to peace 

Let peace fill our hearts,     our world, our universe. AMEN 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

THANK YOU 

Over the last twelve months, the magazine has undergone many changes and significant 

development. I would like to say a special thank you to the Magazine Team, Production 

and North Cheltenham Admin Teams and the wide ranging Distribution Team for their 

loyalty, commitment and unstinting service. 

We have 2 personnel changes going into the New Year. Suzy Beadnell married Dave 

Baldwin in Oct. and is now Suzy Baldwin.  Shirley Brown plans to leave the Distribution 

Team, and her role as Magazine Secretary, in the New Year, after almost 35 years of 

service. We will of course recognise Shirley’s long-serving contribution next year. 

 

FUTURE MAGAZINE THEMES 

February   -   Church working teams/volunteers 

March  - National Hunt Festival 

Apr/May   - Churchyard gravestones/history 

 

Magazine Deadline Date 

Copy date for the next magazine is Saturday 11th January 2014.  Copy should be 

sent by email to magazine@prestbury.net  
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Deanery Synod Report - November 2013 meeting. 

This was held at The Rock on Wednesday 13th November. 

The main content of the meeting was the following five presentations. 

1)  Ali Bates, minister at Christian City Church, spoke about the Christians Against 

Poverty (CAP) initiative which began in Bradford.  This aims to show Christ’s love and 

bring hope to those in debt. 

She hopes this Debt/Insolvency advice service will begin as a joint churches venture debt 

counselling service in Cheltenham next Spring.  CAP in Bradford aim to accompany 

anyone with money problems, and wanting help, to seek and find a path through and out 

of the problem.   

Currently her main need is for members of local churches to become volunteer 

“befrienders” to work alongside a debt coach in helping individuals with problems who 

have asked for help. Training will take place in February.  £6,000 needs to be raised 

locally to go with the £11,000 coming from Bradford.   

2)  Rev Ashley Collishaw spoke about the Glenfall Fellowship which began some 23 

years ago as a church plant from St Barnabas.  After a spell out of the Church of England 

it returned in 2007 via Trinity Church, though it is not a parish church.  It currently 

meets for Sunday worship at Bourneside School, and there are further week day 

meetings. 

It is hoped it will continue to operate across the town and complete the Diocesan level 

consultation process to become fully integrated into the Deanery by next summer. 

3)  Andy Macauly spoke about the work of The Rock.  The aims are to re-engage 

vulnerable young people, inspire local young people, resource youth ministry, support 

youth work and provide positive activities which appeal to young people. 

There are six paid employees and 30 volunteers whose work is valued by local schools 

and agencies and who connect with some 350 young poeple.  Andy urged us to pray for 

voluneers  and give to this work. 

4)  Paul Bennett spoke about Youth for Christ which reaches about 200 local young 

people each week with 2 paid and 6 volunteer staff.  

It is a mission arm of the church working mainly in secondary schools, making the Good 

News relevant to young poeple, undertaking practical work in partnership and 

developing young leaders.  Paul asked us to pray for, volunteer for and give to the work. 

5)  Rev Ruth Fitter spoke about Young Vocations in the Diocese of Gloucester. 

Young people are passionate in their faith and strongly desire to serve God. 

However, too often we do not take them seriously and block, or even stifle, them rather 

than encouraging their aspirations.  She urged us to talk to our young people about their 

dreams as we seek to follow the Bishop’s lead in “Journeying Together”. 

The next meeting of the Deanery Synod is on 20th February 2014. 

Sue Read 
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THINKING ABOUT CONFIRMATION? 

You will remember the wonderful service earlier this year, when Bishop Michael 

confirmed 16 adults and young people at our Easter Vigil Service.  On that occasion, he 

invited anyone who might be thinking about Confirmation to enquire about it. Some 

people did just that. 

Confirmation marks a significant step on our faith journey because it’s the point at which 

Christians make a personal decision to commit their life to the way of Christ. In 

Confirmation, those who were baptised as babies or children affirm for themselves the 

promises made on their behalf by their parents and godparents.  There may also be 

others who, though not baptised as children, have now decided that they too want to 

affirm their commitment to the life of Christian discipleship.  

This affirmation is confirmed through prayer and the laying on of hands by the Bishop in 

the service of Confirmation.  The Church also asks God to give power through the Holy 

Spirit, so that those who are confirmed are enabled to live in the way of Christ Jesus. 

So next year, the Bishop will be coming to us again to conduct another Confirmation 

Service in our Team. In preparation for this, we will be arranging a short series of 

sessions where anyone who is thinking about being Confirmed can learn more and talk 

with others about it. 

If you feel that the time has come for you to take this important step on your journey of 

faith, please speak to one of the clergy. 

Jennifer Swinbank 

 

Advertisement
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Remembrance Sunday in a Country Church 

On Sunday 10th November this year, in common with churches all over the country, we 

held a Service of Remembrance at St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke with 

Uckington.  This year Reverends Howard and Elisabeth Nichols took the service.  We 

do not have a clock in the tower to chime the hour, so it is a case of keeping glancing at 

watches to get the two minutes silence on the hour.  We do have Elmstone time and it 

was so this year again, being slightly ahead of Greenwich. 

          The two Priests were led by the Churchwardens, carrying their ceremonial 

staves, to the War Memorial which is at the back of the Church.  The congregation 

gathered around whilst prayers were said and then after the church bell was tolled twice, 

we remained silent for two minutes.  At the end of the two minutes the bell was tolled 

again twice. 

           The names on the memorials were then read out in turn including those who fell 

in the Second World War.  The latter are on a brass plate beneath the stone scroll of 

those killed in WW1 and these were added when the stone memorial was installed in 

the church.  This had been done at a ceremony on the 10th April 1988 at which Revd. 

Curwen Rawlinson (County chaplain of the Royal British Legion) preached the 

sermon.  He was assisted by Revd. Michael Bennett, Vicar at the time.  The stone 

memorial had been moved from a glass fronted stone shelter in front of Cremyl, 

Tewkesbury Road, Uckington.  This can still be seen at its original site.  Its placement 

here seems to have been the result of a strong minded lady having a disagreement with 

the Vicar of the time. 

          Our simple ceremony was done with dignity as befitted the occasion and the 

congregation of 20 returned to their seats in the pews to continue with the Communion 

Service. 

David Williams 

Advertisements 
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This CartoonChurch.com cartoon by Dave Walker originally appeared in the Church Times 

 

Our thanks to Deacon Jennifer for providing lots of cheer over 

the year with the cartoon website. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

St Nicolas Patronal Celebrations – Pudding Evening  
Saturday 7th December 

Join us as we begin our Patronal Celebrations with a “Puddings Evening” on Saturday 7th 

December in St Nicolas Hall, 7.15 for 7.30 pm. Tickets, to include first drink and many 

delicious puddings, at £6 each.  

Contact Margaret Compton  for more information. 
 

 

Welcome on Wednesday – St Nicolas 
Join us for our Christmas “Welcome on Wednesday” on 18th December in the Church 

Room from 2.30 pm.  

We will continue to meet throughout 2014 on every 3rd Wednesday in the month.  

Come and join us for tea, company and tasty cakes.  Everyone, from the young to the 

not so young, welcome. 

Contact Margaret Compton for more information. 
 

 

Prestbury W.I. 

On 9th December, the speaker is Caroline Sanderson.  She is a freelance writer, 

reviewer, editor and author who will talk on “Kiss, Chase and Conkers”;  an interactive 

talk, recalling childhood games, fads and crazes which have entertained children over the 

centuries, long before PC’s were invented. 

On Wednesday 11th December, the Prestbury WI Drama Group is presenting ‘Deck the 

Halls’, an entertainment for Christmas which will be followed by the Grand Christmas 

Draw. Doors open at 6.45pm for 7.15pm. Admission is by programme, adults £4.50 and 

accompanied children £2.00, including seasonal refreshments. Tickets are available from 

01242 523558.   Proceeds to Prestbury WI Hall Funds. 

On Monday 13th January, there is a talk on ‘Walking the Cotswold Canals' by Gill Garrett. 

Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings. They are held on the second Monday 

of each month and commence at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road. 

For further information on WI activities please contact Anthea Nicholas on 

01242 584485. 

Sally Alexander 
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A FAMILY TREAT FOR THE NEW YEAR  

The Snow Queen  

At Prestbury WI Hall on Wednesday 22nd January 2014 at 7pm. 

Gloucester based, professional theatre troupe, Rain Or Shine Theatre Co. are set to 

bring some Christmas magic to Prestbury with a new adaption of THE SNOW QUEEN. 

Tickets priced £10 adults (child £6.00) available from Rain Or Shine on 01452 521575 or 

email  tickets@rainorshine.co.uk  

Rain Or Shine aim to delight and enchant families new to the tale, and those who 

already know it.  

For further details: e-mail  theatre@rainorshine.co.uk.  

SNOW QUEEN glossy coloured A5 flyers,  for the children to  add to their collections, 

available at The Real Christmas,  on 7th December, The Christingle Service, on 

8th December and Celebration of Christmas on 17th December. 

 

 

Epiphany Supper 

This popular event will be held again this year in St Mary’s church.  Join us at 6.30pm  on 

Monday 6th January 2014 for some Epiphany carols, readings and prayers which will be 

followed by Supper at 7.00pm.  Tickets will be available in the churches; check the 

Notice Sheet for further details nearer the time.  Our Eucharistic celebrations for the 

feast of the Epiphany will be held in the churches of the North Cheltenham Team 

Ministry on Sunday 5th January at the usual times. 

 

 

Coffee Mornings – United Reform Church 
Saturday 7th December, and Saturday 4th January 

10.30 – 12.00 
Please join us for our monthly coffee morning at the Church on 7th December, and 

4th January from 10.30 to 12.00. There will also be the usual mix of teas, coffees, cakes 

& good company! It would be great to continue to see the familiar faces but also to see 

some new ones. 

 

 

Prestbury Mothers' Union 
Prestbury Mothers' Union meet for a Christmas bring and share supper, and 

entertainment, on Tuesday 17th December at 7.00pm at St Mary's Church. 

Our January meeting will be on Tuesday 28th at 7.30pm at St Nicolas' Church, when our 

speaker will be Edward Wyatt. He is preparing a presentation on Church Windows, 

which should prove to be excellent - and all are welcome at this meeting. 

Sylvia McKenzie, Branch Leader 



Prestbury Parish Magazine   December  2013/January 2014 

- 12 - 

Advertisements 

  



Prestbury Parish Magazine   December  2013/January 2014 

- 13 - 

Sue Ryder Events 
Friday 6th December, 7.00 pm 

Holy Trinity, Watermoor, Cirencester, GL7 1JR 

Full details are on the website: http://www.sueryder.org/Get-involved/Events/All-

events/2013/December/Sing-for-Sue-Cirencester 

Or Contact Duncan Willoughby on 01242 246162 

 

Saturday 7th December, 7.00 pm 

The Methodist Church, Church Street, Tewkesbury, GL20 5PA 

Full details are on the website: http://www.sueryder.org/Get-involved/Events/All-

events/2013/December/Sing-for-Sue-Tewkesbury 

Or contact Pete Luscombe on 01242 246284 

 

Saturday 14th December, 7.00 pm 

Trinity Church, 100-102 Winchcombe Street, Cheltenham, GL52 2NW 

Full details are on the website: http://www.sueryder.org/Get-involved/Events/All-

events/2013/December/Sing-for-Sue-Cheltenham 

Or contact Jolene Davies on 01242 246293 

Angela Walker 

Volunteer with Fundraising Team 

Sue Ryder, Leckhampton Court Hospice 

 

Charlton King’s Choral Society  

Handel’s MESSIAH will be performed by Charlton King’s Choral Society on Saturday 

14th December at 7.30 at St Barnabas Church, Tuffley.  The church is at the A38 

roundabout at Tuffley near Gloucester. 

 

Musica Vera 

Saturday 14th December 2013, 7.00 pm 

All Saints Church, Cheltenham GL52 2HA 

MUSICA VERA, with the Choir of Charlton Kings Junior School. 

“A WHALE OF A CHRISTMAS!” 

Conducted by David Dewar and Jane Ward Watts 

Accompanied by John Wade and Mark Harmer, Double Bass –Simon Cox. 

A performance of Jonah-Man Jazz (Michael Hurd) and Carols for Choir and Audience. 

Tickets £10.00 to include refreshments. Free admission to children under 16. 

Proceeds to The Cheltenham Festival of Performing Arts. 

Angela Walker 

Secretary, Musica Vera  

http://www.sueryder.org/Get-involved/Events/All-events/2013/December/Sing-for-Sue-Cirencester
http://www.sueryder.org/Get-involved/Events/All-events/2013/December/Sing-for-Sue-Cirencester
http://www.sueryder.org/Get-involved/Events/All-events/2013/December/Sing-for-Sue-Tewkesbury
http://www.sueryder.org/Get-involved/Events/All-events/2013/December/Sing-for-Sue-Tewkesbury
http://www.sueryder.org/Get-involved/Events/All-events/2013/December/Sing-for-Sue-Cheltenham
http://www.sueryder.org/Get-involved/Events/All-events/2013/December/Sing-for-Sue-Cheltenham
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A Christian ‘Last Night of the Proms’ 
Saturday 26th April 2014, at the Royal Albert Hall 
Cost approximately  £47.    A £30 deposit per person is required by 21st December 

Coach travel, leaving Cheltenham 4.00pm and returning approx. 1.00am. 

If you are interested, please contact Revd Maz Allen, 19 The Oaks, Up Hatherley, 

Cheltenham GL51 3TS. 

 

 

 

 

C4 Children’s Choir Present 

‘A Midwife Crisis’ 

Friday 20th December at 7pm at Prestbury United Reform Church 

Free Admission 
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December 2013 Diary  

 1 Sun 1530 Baptism St Mary’s 

   1830 Advent Carol Service All Saints 

 4 Wed 1700 Junior School Governors Junior School 

 7 Sat 1030 Peal of bells Bell Tower 

   1400 The Real Christmas St Mary’s 

   1830 Evening to Celebrate St Nicolas  St Nicolas 

 8 Sun 0930 St Nicolas Patronal Festival St Nicolas 

   1600 Christingle Service St Mary’s 

 10 Tue 1400 Prestbury Churchwarden’s meeting   St Nicolas 

 12 Thu 0800 Deanery Chapter meeting St Nicolas 

 15 Sun 1530 Baptism St Mary’s 

 16 Mon 1930 LMT meeting St Nicolas 

 17 Tue 1900 Celebration of Christmas St Nicolas 

 18 Wed 1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 

 22 Sun 1830 Prestbury Carol Service St Mary’s 

 24 Tue 1400 Crib Service #1 St Mary’s 

   1600 Crib Service #2 St Mary’s 

   1600 Crib Service St Nicolas 

   2330 Midnight Mass St Mary’s 

   2330 Midnight Mass St Nicolas 

 26 Thu 1030 Eucharist St Mary’s 

 27 Fri 0800 Eucharist St Mary’s 

 28 Sat 0930 Eucharist St Mary’s 

 29 Sun  No service at 1830 in St Mary’s 

 30 Mon  No service at 0930 in St Mary’s 

 31 Tue 1000 Eucharist St Nicolas 

  

January 2014 Diary 
 1 Wed 1930 Eucharist St Mary’s 

 6 Mon 1830 Epiphany carols, prayers & readings  St Mary’s 

   1900 Epiphany Supper St Mary’s 

 7 Tue 1930 St Nicolas vision group Hillcroft 

 8 Wed 1400 Buildings & Fabric committee St Nicolas 

 12 Sun 1100 Baptisms St Mary’s 

 14 Tue 1000 Ecumenical Chapter meeting 

   1930 PPY Executive Committee Cleevelands Drive 

 22 Wed 1800 Infant school Governors Infant School 

 23 Thu 1930 Prestbury PCC St Mary’s 

 25 Sat 1000 Marriage Preparation Day St Nicolas 

 28 Tue 1930 Easter planning meeting The Rectory 

 
If you use email you can contact the Team Office admin@northchelt.org.uk and ask to be added to the 

email list for the weekly Notice Sheet which will carry the latest information.  Alternatively contact as 

per listings on front and back pages.  More events are advertised on the Diocesan website 

www.gloucester.anglican.org 

http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/
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December Calendar 

 1 SUN ADVENT 1 

 7 Sat Ambrose, bishop and teacher of the faith 

  

 8 SUN ADVENT 2 / ST NICOLAS 

 13 Fri Lucy, martyr 

 14 Sat John of the Cross, poet, teacher of the faith 

  

 15 SUN ADVENT 3 

  

 22 SUN ADVENT 4 

 24 Tue CHRISTMAS EVE 

 25 Wed CHRISTMAS DAY 

 26 Thu Stephen, deacon, first martyr 

 27 Fri John, Apostle and Evangelist 

 28 Sat The Holy Innocents 

  

 29 SUN CHRISTMAS 1 

  

January Calendar 

 1 Wed Naming and Circumcision of Jesus 

 2 Thu Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, bishops,  

   teachers of the faith 

  

 5 SUN EPIPHANY 

  

 12 SUN THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST 

 17 Fri  Antony of Egypt, hermit, abbot 

  

 19 SUN EPIPHANY 2 

 21 Tue Agnes, child martyr 

 24 Fri  Francis de Sales, bishop 

 25 Sat Conversion of Paul 

  

 26 SUN EPIPHANY 3 

 28 Tue Thomas Aquinas, priest, philosopher 

 30 Thu Charles, king and martyr 

  

February Calendar 
 2 SUN PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 
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Autumn Frolics 

Despite the wet weather, the two nights of the CHADS production were a virtual sell-

out. On entering Prestbury Hall the expectant buzz of friends greeting each other made 

the effort worthwhile, and all were encouraged to purchase raffle tickets; numerous 

generous prizes were on offer. 

    Before the curtains were opened Michael Wyatt spoke on the two charities which 

would benefit from the CHADS performances, the PPY; the Prestbury and Pittville 

Youth organisation, under whose auspices he has spent many a happy hour, and the 

Noonan Syndrome Association, Michael suffers from Noonan's. Once again Michael 

Brick was compère, and it was clear that he was enjoying himself more and more as each 

event was introduced. 

   The red curtains opened to reveal the full company in Meet the Gang, an introductory 

presentation of mime and song.  During this we were trying to recognise the familiar 

faces, and new members seizing their chance to shine. The story of Albert and the Lion 

was told but with an up to date 21st century twist and a strong complaint about what 

health and safety has done since his last visit to the zoo. 

   Across the Road followed, with a husband, relaxing in an armchair, deeply immersed in 

his newspaper (I hope it was the Echo) and not listening to his wife’s comments about 

the events taking place across the road, as she cleaned the windows.  He continued his 

pleas to be fed as she reported that their neighbours appeared to have visitors who 

were dealing with a lot of goods, whilst covering their faces with black masks; perhaps 

they were in the stocking trade!  The audience witnessed both husband and wife so 

engrossed in their pastimes that they failed to notice these thieves gradually removing 

their possessions; until the penny dropped when the wife reported that their goods 

were being driven off in their own car. 

A music and mime followed, with half a dozen monks 

rehearsing the ringing of hand-bells, under the 

musical direction of Jerry Porter, aka Dr Dropa 

Bituvaklanga.  Mirth and hilarity followed the 

explanation of one who arrived late, and continued 

with sounds both off and on stage. There was a buzz 

of excitement when the sextet played The Flight of the 

Bumblebee, which ended with rapturous applause. 

   Two programmes of dance followed, the first 

when a couple of the younger members, both very 

agile and athletic, demonstrated the joy of modern 

dance.  The dance of the cygnets, barely 

choreographed by the not so young ones, might have 

encouraged potential ballerinas but would have 

horrified Tchaikovsky. Before the piece de resistance 

Sophie Bestwick, Rhiannon Brick and Alex Moore 

entertained us with a score of corny puns and jokes; 

such as the doctor who had no patience (patients), an electrician who was shocking, as a 

dustman I was rubbish; these were greeted with a mixture of laughs and groans.  
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The finale was a complicated play, 

Hall and Boat, which was written in 

the style of a P G Wodehouse story, 

a tale of love affairs and monetary 

problems. The play revolved around 

the desperate financial situation of 

Lord and Lady Bingley, the various 

loves of his daughter, and of others, 

a snobbish princess and the arrival of 

a long-lost brother, who helps to 

save the day. After a happy ending 

the cast sang Thank You Very Much, 

and took their final bow.  We had been well entertained. 

    Over cheese and wine all could meet the cast, hope for luck in the raffle and catch up 

with the folk only seen now and again, before it was off into the rain.  

The cast, and back stage workers, were Michael, Hilary, James, Noel and Rhiannon Brick, 

Alex and Nick Moore,  Jenny and Maurice Newman, Sophie Bestwick, Fr Mike French, 

Avril Keen, Eleanor Knight, Sylvia McKenzie, Jerry Porter, Wendy Thomas, Barbara 

Williams, and Brian Wood. 

And again next year? 

Tudor Williams & Edward Wyatt  

 

Thank you from CHADS 

CHADS would like to thank everyone who supported us and attended our recent 

“Autumn Frolics” production on 11th and 12th October. We all had a fantastic time and 

hope you enjoyed it as much as we did! 

    We are pleased to announce that, as a result of the generosity of all who attended, 

we will be sending £600 to each of this year’s supported charities:  the Noonan 

Syndrome Association and Prestbury and Pittville Youth.  

    In total we have so far raised over £6,000 for various charities through our annual 

productions. If you would like to join us and help with future productions please speak 

to any of us or email chads@prestbury.net. Experience isn’t necessary and all ages are 

welcome – our youngest member is 12 and the oldest 80(ish).  

    Thank you again, and see you next year!            

       CHADS 

 

 

        

mailto:chads@prestbury.net
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From the Parish Registers 

Baptisms 

  October 20 Lucas Lee Stratford 

  

Ava May Stratford 

Marriages 

  October 26 David Baldwin & Suzanne Beadnell 

   Funerals 

  October 23 Jack Sims 

November 1 Michael Smith 

 

Burials of ashes 

 October 15 Malcolm Digger 

November 1 Michael Adam 

 

Advertisement  
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Thanks to BP 
     

To be: “Trusty, loyal, helpful, brotherly, courteous, kind, obedient, smiling, thrifty, clean 

in thought, word and mind“.  These are the things to aspire to under the old scout 

law.  They still underlie the ethos of scouting today.   

 

    Yes, even though there has been an effort, as far as I can see, to make the movement 

more secular and less Christian.  I should add that perhaps that’s too strong a way to 

describe what those who lead the Scout and Guide movements of today are trying to 

do.  I’m sure it’s their job to make certain that the Scout and Guide movements continue 

to offer so many good things to young people.  After all, the principles of a life based on 

belief in a creative and loving Power behind the universe have always underpinned both 

Movements. 

 

    Was the Scout Law difficult to live up to?  Yes for anyone - especially a teenager.  Old 

fashioned?  Edwardian?  I think today’s youngsters have so much more to contend with 

in the way of false principles and temptations to stupid behaviour than we had in the 

forties and fifties.   But it's true that the Edwardian values which underpinned what 

Baden Powell set out as his guidance on how to live life involved moral principles based 

on a Christian faith. 

 

    These principles to live by were extremely important to me growing up and maturing 

in the late forties and fifties.  This guidance on how to live life and relate to other people, 

was and is, based on a religious view of the world. Along with everything I absorbed 

from the faith of my parents and from my Sunday School and church-going, this moral 

framework was part of the many things I got from my membership of the 8th 

Basingstoke Scout Troop and being part of the great scout movement. 

 

  The exciting and interesting experiences that scouting provided me with helped me to 

develop many other ‘life skills’, as we call them today, which shaped my character and 

helped me in later life - and in my career.  For instance,  I had a chance as Patrol and 

Troop Leader to understand the essentials of leadership.  I had a chance to develop 

personal skills of coping with difficulties which come in relationships and living with other 

people and handling unproductive emotions. Scouting gave me help in developing a 

‘moral framework’ to live by. 

 

And much else.  I absorbed a love of the countryside and the outdoors which has given 

me so much pleasure and spiritual sustenance over the years. 

 

Thanks, Lord Baden Powell and to those who give up their time to open up new worlds 

to youngsters, both boys and girls.  

R.G. 
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The Italian Chapel on Orkney – Part 2 

As soon as the altar was finished, Fr Giacomo began holding mass in the chapel and there 

were also services for local people, British soldiers and non-Catholics among the Italians.  

However, work on the chapel was not yet finished.  On either side of the Madonna and 

Child two panels of glass were inserted in the stud wall, on which Chiocchetti painted 

images of St Francis of Assisi and St Catherine of Siena, made to look like stained glass 

windows.  Six candlesticks were provided for the altar, two of iron made by Palumbi and 

four of brass made by Primavera, an electrician, who also fashioned lanterns out of bully-

beef tins.   The brass was retrieved from sunken ships, as were the tiles for the altar 

floor and wood for the tabernacle on the altar.  Chiocchetti decorated the vaulting in 

the sanctuary with two angels with musical instruments. On each side, at the four 

corners were symbols of the Evangelists and in the centre a dove flying in a blue sky, 

another symbol of peace. 

It soon became clear that the chancel 

alone was not large enough for 

services, so Chiocchetti began to plan 

the decoration of the other half of 

the building as a nave.   The 

Commandant procured plasterboard 

to line the building and Chiocchetti’s 

idea was to paint the walls to 

resemble tiles, and a dado along the 

base of the walls would appear as 

carved stone.  This was the first time 

he was unable to do all the painting 

himself but was assisted by Giovanni 

Pennisi, who travelled from Camp 34 on Burray to help.  The result is a wonderful 

example of trompe l’oeil - the three-dimensional effect is so realistic it is hard to believe 

that it is simply painted on plasterboard. 

There was now a chapel, beautiful inside, but with the Nissen 

hut’s brick wall at the back of the nave, entirely out of keeping 

with the rest of the chapel.  So a façade was designed, not by 

Chiocchetti this time but by Pennisi.   It was built out of cement 

with an archway supported by pillars with lancet windows of 

painted glass on either side.  In the tympanum above the archway, 

Pennisi moulded a bas relief of the head of Christ and even after 

all the years of weathering, the expression on Christ’s face is still 

clearly visible.  On the top of the façade was a small belfry which 
Stoup for Holy water 

Exterior 
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would eventually house one bell, but when the men were posing in front of the chapel 

for a photograph, someone realised that there was no bell in the belfry, so a cardboard 

one was hurriedly made which looked real enough for the purpose.  By the time the 

Italians left Orkney in September 1944 the chapel was complete except for the stoup for 

holy water and Chiocchetti was allowed to stay on for a few weeks to complete it - 

more cement! 

The fact that we can still see the chapel is entirely due to the 

demolition workers who were prepared to ignore their 

orders to clear Camp 60 completely and restore the land to 

its condition before the War.   All the accommodation huts 

were removed but they could not bring themselves to 

demolish the chapel or the statue of St George and the 

dragon which stood close by.   Over the years, the condition 

of the chapel began to deteriorate, with rain water leaking in 

and damaging some of the painting, so in 1959 a committee 

was set up to consider how it could be preserved.   

Obviously, the best person to restore the painting was 

Chiocchetti himself, and in 1960, with the help of a BBC radio programme, Chiocchetti 

was tracked down at his home in Moena and brought back to Orkney where he spent a 

month bringing the painting back to its original state.  Following the restoration, the roof 

of the chapel was covered with bitumen to render it completely waterproof.  From then 

on it was up to the Preservation Committee to carry out Chiocchetti’s wishes - in his 

own words to the people of Orkney, “The chapel is yours to love and preserve”.  

     Jill Smith 

 

 

St Nicolas Auction of Promises 

On 19th October we held a very successful auction of promises at St Nicolas Church.  

There was a grand selection of promises by members of the congregation and the clergy; 

the variety included such things as baking cakes, bread making, professional garden 

design, a day’s sailing in Devon and Cornish holiday cottages, not forgetting a tour of the 

Cotswolds with the Team Rector in his sports car.  We are tremendously grateful to all 

who made the promises and those who put their hands in their pockets;  the result was 

a splendid sum of £1,300. 

Marcus Steel 

  

Lantern 
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Dedication of the Narthex Doors at St Nicolas 

Sunday 20th October was a very special day in the life of St Nicolas church.  Not only 

were new doors being dedicated, they were in memory of a much loved and hard 

working member of the church. 

Jackie Moles, even at the time of her death after a long and hard fought battle with 

cancer, was still chairman of the Prestbury Buildings and Fabric Committee and was 

concerned about the doors into the church which needed to be replaced as they were 

too low, and causing serious problems at funerals.  After her death it was decided that 

the project would be a fitting and practical memorial to her. 

St Nicolas, as well as being Bishop of Myra, was also the patron saint of Russia, sailors 

and children.  Jackie, who had been a teacher, loved the sea and had sailed to all the 

seven continents of the world including kayaking ashore to the mainland of Antarctica! 

Thus having a nautical theme seemed appropriate.  The doors were designed by her 

architect daughter Justine.  

St Nicolas has always been a 

bright and innovative church 

and this is reflected in the 

bubbles that spread like sea 

spray across the doors, 

reminding us that, as 

individuals, we are all part of 

the church.  The nautical 

connection is continued to the 

right of the doors, where, in 

code, they show ‘Jackie Moles 

2011’.  A framed description of 

the doors is close by. 

We welcomed to the church 

on that Sunday, John, with his 

daughters Joanna and Justine, their husbands and children together with other family 

members and friends.  The Narthex was decorated with nautical flags and others were 

arranged in the church.  After the service we celebrated with bubbly and nibbles, 

something that Jackie would certainly have approved of. 

Everyone thought that the doors improved the whole look of the church inspiring light 

and openness in our services and lives.  A very fitting memorial to a special person. 

Three days later, the first funeral to benefit from the raised height was of Jack Sims, aged 

95, another long standing member who, like Jackie, had worked hard on various schemes 

to benefit the church. 

Ruth Shaw 

 

      



Prestbury Parish Magazine   December  2013/January 2014 

- 26 - 

OUT TO AFRICA WITH A CARDBOARD BOX – Part 2 

We're off to Heathrow in a remarkably calm, timely fashion by Lyle standards! It was 

easy to spot Jean and Kennet Westmacott - who else would travel with enormous 

handmade cardboard boxes. It was a little disconcerting saying goodbye, the longest 

David and I have been apart in 35 years! but I had Katherine's voice in my head saying 'go 

for it Mum', so this was for our intrepid traveller, I wanted her to be proud of her old 

Mum. 

Jean and I arrived around 8.30pm and took 3 hours to emerge, by which time all money 

exchanges were closed. Our first co-God-incidence ...a physio colleague and my son-in-

law gave me 45 of their left-over Ghanian cedis. No prizes for the exact cost of the taxi 

cum tardis. You CAN get 3 large boxes, 3 suitcases, a rucksack, 2 passengers and a 

driver in a medium sized car with the driver's large amplifier also in the boot, with a 

squeeze! 

My first impression was hot and humid!  Swiftly followed by vibrant colour, red soil, very 

loud music, friendliness, a passion for football, black plastic bags and water bags 

everywhere, people carrying ridiculous loads on their heads, extraordinary names for 

businesses, and a love and respect for God. 

After two years of fund raising and 

negotiations initiated by the charity 

Cerebral Palsy Africa (CPA), two 

containers had been converted into 

a workshop next to the Physio 

department in Korle Bu Hospital in 

the capital Accra and officially 

opened in February 2013  this year. 

Our intention was to see how a 

group of mothers were getting on, 

having done a course, some in 2009, 

others in 2013, on making assistive 

equipment using Appropriate Paper-

based Technology (APT). Hopefully 

we could make a short inspirational 

promotional film of them. 

We met our mothers, Salomay, Cynthia 

and Durinda and were shocked by their very low morale and numerous difficulties which 

were overwhelming them. They were on the point of giving up. Our intention to make 

an inspiring film was completely inappropriate so the fact that the camera man didn't get 

his visa was a blessing in disguise. 
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Salomay has four children, the youngest Sheeba, five years old, has cerebral palsy (CP) 

her husband had a stroke five years ago which has stopped him working as a driver. 

Cynthia was married at 19. When both her parents died, she had a son who may have 

learning difficulties and her husband left. She then married an older man, had another 

son, then 2 years ago Michelle was born with Down’s Syndrome. He left and she has 

been living hand to mouth ever since staying with friends to keep the boys at the same 

school. Durinda has two boys, the youngest Jacob, seven years has severe CP and now a 

little girl Emmanuella. Salomay and Durinda having done the Appropriate Paper-based 

Technology (APT) course and made chairs using cardboard, newspaper, flour and water 

paste for their children which has allowed them to go to school. 

 

Jean and I have been amazed how one thing has led onto another, never quite knowing 

where, but trusting that God has it in hand. You learn to go with the flow and things 

don't always turn out or appear as you expect.  One meeting with a charity turned out 

to be a conference of lady doctors discussing women's health!  However, we were able 

to show the film made for Cerebral Palsy Africa called “The Time is Now”, to encourage 

them to reinforce dispelling the myth that CP is a punishment sent from the spirits, that 

babies are spirits until their naming ceremony at seven days old when they can be 

brought out of hiding if they are still alive, the obviously disabled ones may not be. Many 
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babies develop jaundice in the first few days which if left untreated can lead to cerebral 

palsy. 

Jean introduced me to a wonderful paediatrician, Dr Badoe, who took me to the 

neonatal unit, (which has 40 cots but up to 90 babies and their one ventilator is broken) 

which resulted in me talking to the staff on early identification of CP and positioning 

babies. As I was leaving with some of the cardboard equipment a mother asked what it 

was and that turned into an impromptu talk to 30 mums about what to do with their 

premature babies! That led on to us helping on a course for community nurses working 

in very rural areas with disabled children, teaching physio. students and the children's 

physiotherapists. 

So little space and equipment, so many babies. 

This little boy cannot sit alone and has never been able to 

sit in a chair before. He loved holding a pen and writing- 

school can now become a reality. 

We spent part of every day in the workshop returning in 

the evening absolutely filthy and exhausted ready for a 

cold trickle shower - essential and very welcome. 

The donation of a jig 

saw from the coffee 

money from St Mary's 

is going to really help 

speed the process of 

cutting the boards for 

the mums and they send their heartfelt thanks to 

St Mary's. At very short notice I asked the Holmans 

for a photo which is now on the wall of the 

container. 

It wasn't all work and no play, we took the 

weekends off to do a bit of exploring.  

Read next month’s edition to see what we got up to! 

Diane Lyle 
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Exciting News for the Prestbury Scouts 

Last Thursday morning I heard a squeal of delight; my mum was checking her emails. I 

was curious, what is it this time? I watched my Mum's face, a tear trickled down her 

cheek. I wondered what on earth it could be then I remembered it was D day. In 

September she had been preoccupied, on her laptop late at night, making numerous 

telephone calls and following up quotes.  I recalled proof reading the grant application. 

She had been determined to add all the details as she knew that a successful application 

would be life changing to the Scout Group.  

She squealed with excitement like a child at Christmas - "yippee" we've got it - £25,000 

has been awarded to 1st Prestbury Scout Group to refurbish the roof including 

insulation and sound absorbent materials. It will become more environmentally friendly 

and can have more young people in the hut! I told the Beavers the news on Tuesday; 

they were so excited that their friends would be able to join the Beaver colony to share 

adventures and fun times in scouting! 

I can't wait to see this project completed and we will have to hold another celebration 

on the scout field! 

Rachel Jackson 

Young Leader at 1st Prestbury Beavers 

 

I would personally like to thank Lisa Roberts and members of the Exec who helped 

support me with this application. 'Team Work' - this funding will make a difference to 

the Group. 

Linda Jackson 

Group Scout Leader 

Advertisement 
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Novel to be written about Prestbury! 

The following item has been sent into the magazine by a former resident of Prestbury 

village, Roy Pockett.  

Some of you may recall that the surname Pockett was fairly common in Prestbury in 

years gone by as the family was quite large and well known.  Roy is now a writer, and is 

appealing to readers of the magazine for help in his latest venture…. 

“My name is Roy Pockett. I was born in Prestbury, attended St Mary’s school and was a 

choirboy at the church. This was during the Second World War. The vicar at the time 

was the Reverend John Baghot De la Bere, part of the noble family who occupied the 

manor at Southam (now the Ellenborough Park hotel). 

For our Sunday School outings we used to go either to the De la Bere (as was) for tea, 

where Mrs De la Bere was the hostess, or to Denleys in Bishop’s Cleeve where a 

permanent ‘fairground’ was situated. 

I am a professional writer and publish under the nom de plume Roger Asquith. Although I 

am now retired and living in Gloucester, I am researching material for a novel that I am 

hoping to base on a wartime occurrence in the village. 

As such, I am hoping to contact anyone who may remember events or people at the 

time, from the Italian POWs to the land girls in the locality. Do you remember the 

Americans staying at the racecourse? Anything or anyone who can help jog my memory 

would be a huge help….  

Anyone who is interested in chatting to me about this, or who knows someone who 

might be, please call me. My home phone number is  (Gloucester) 01452 523139   and 

my email address is roytpee@hotmail.com  

Many thanks!  

 Roy Pockett / “Roger Asquith” 

Can you help? Then please do give Roy a call.  

 

St Mary’s Bakestall 

We were able to send £20 to each of our ‘regular’ Charities, Practical Action and Viva, 

with the £40 raised by our last bakestall. 

Our final stall this year, in November, provided by the G-M team, enabled us to send 

£25 in response to Terry Waite’s appeal on behalf of Y Care International. 

Margaret and Linda 

mailto:roytpee@hotmail.com
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MARLE HILL WI 

The end of another year, and our Annual Meeting heralds the start of a new one.  This is 

the occasion when the Committee is announced and the new President is nominated 

and, if necessary, elected.  After three years in the post, Chris Oates was standing down 

and in her place we see Wendy Custerson returning for a second stint in the position.  

We all enjoyed Chris’s leadership and appreciated all her hard work but are looking 

forward to Wendy’s term in the chair.  The retiring Committee met at O’Neill’s to 

enjoy a traditional final lunch party. 

Four of our members joined a Gloucestershire Federation holiday in Chester.  They 

regaled us with stories of their eventful visit that included a boat trip across the 

Froncysylite Viaduct on the Llangollen Canal, a train ride on the railway there and a visit 

to the National Trust property at Erddig.  Apparently our members added to the 

evening entertainments!   

After a very close game we finally lost to Frampton-on-Severn in the semi-finals of the 

Skittles Tournament.  This is the second time we have been beaten at this stage, perhaps it 

will be third time lucky and we shall get through next year!  Wendy hosted a craft 

afternoon at her house and, on another day, a tea and social get-together.  

Our Supper Club is planning to meet for a meal at Dine India and then at The Apple 

Tree for a final meal before Christmas.  In January we have arranged to meet up for a 

Fish and Chip Lunch.  Wendy’s Solo Club is still going strong and has organised a party 

for themselves for Christmas. 

Several members are planning to go to Bath for the Christmas Market and also to 

Slimbridge to partake in the Swan Supper there.  The annual Carol Concert in the Town 

Hall is a treat to look forward to.  Names are being taken for Ladies’ Day at the Races in 

March and a holiday in Derbyshire later in the year. 

We are looking forward to Glenda Ford showing us some Christmas Cookery at our 

meeting on December 2nd, and Sam Cairney is coming on 6th January to give us some 

more of her tips on Hair and Beauty. 

We meet at St Nicolas Church Hall, Swindon Lane on Monday evenings, and always make 

visitors welcome.  We are not known as ‘The Friendly WI’ for nothing! 

Sara Jefferies 
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North Cheltenham Churches Football Team 
Sponsored by Revolve Studios Ltd 

Ten Points for NCC 

On 19th October NCC visited Cheltenham Trinity. The home side started well 

and scored after six minutes, when a long range shot entered the net. They 

continued to dominate until the fourteenth minute, when Andrew Murton sent 

an effort into their goal, to equalise. During the next twenty minutes played flowed from 

end to end. Just after the half hour mark, Trinity scored with another long range shot. 

Although NCC had several chances these were cleared. Approaching the interval, 

Cheltenham Trinity had a corner, and a high ball was headed in for their third. In the 

second half there were few chances until the final ten minutes, when the game came to 

life. Andrew Murton scored again, to set up a frantic finale, in which the Trinity keeper 

made some good saves. Then, in the very last minute, NCC had a corner. The ball came 

to James Stevens, waiting inside the penalty area, who prodded it home to give the team 

a deserved draw. Cheltenham Trinity 3   NCC 3 

  A week later NCC hosted last year’s champions, Cornerstone. Both sides 

started well but it was the champions who had the opening score, an own goal! 

Then NCC began to take control of the match, and within eight minutes both 

Andrew Murton and John Whitlock had scored. The ecstasy continued as NCC scored 

two more goals in the next ten minutes, another from Andrew Murton and one from Ian 

Jones; this gave NCC a comfortable 4-1 half time lead. After the Cornerstone fight back 

was contained, NCC moved up a gear. Although in command no more goals were 

scored until fifteen minutes from the end when Barry Styman struck with a long range 

shot, to give NCC a convincing and stunning victory. NCC 5   Cornerstone 1  

On 2nd November NCC played C3 Dons, and had well over twenty chances to 

score but was denied by poor finishing and exemplary goalkeeping. In the 

sixteenth minute, Barry Styman opened the scoring. Although NCC created 

more chances Jon Whitlock scored twice inside two minutes. In the second half the 

Dons’ keeper kept NCC out until the sixty-eighth minute, when Harry Wilks scored 

with a header. Then Simon Trew completed the scoring with a long range shot. The 

home side had one real chance which Aaron Brown saved quite readily.  

C3 Dons 0    NCC 5 

On 9th November NCC hosted St Andrews, in a game moved to All Saints 

Academy due to a waterlogged pitch at Prestbury. In the opening ten minutes 

NCC wasted at least five clear scoring chances. After twelve minutes an attacker 

sliced through the vacant home defence before lifting the ball into the net, with great 

composure. Ten minutes later Barry Styman equalised following a free kick. Within four 

minutes NCC took the lead when Tom Surgenor shot past three defenders. NCC’s 

supremacy in the second half saw Andrew Murton and Ian Jones each score two goals, as 

the team cruised to a convincing win in the wet conditions. NCC 6     St Andrews 1 

Michael Wyatt 
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Getting a buzz from the Bible 

And he said unto them, Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came forth 

sweetness. And they could not in three days expound the riddle. (Judges 14:14, KJV) 

As a beekeeper, I frequently marvel at the astonishing way a colony of bees lives and 

works.  If you need to be convinced of the Creator's guiding hand, a close study of the 

yearly cycle of a hive of bees is a good place to start. 

But recently I've wondered about bees and honey in the Bible.  In the absence of sugar, 

honey was the main sweetener and a prized commodity.  The now-proverbial “land 

flowing with milk and honey” occurs in several passages as a metaphor for the ideal, 

God-given place to live.  More expansively, 2 Kings talks of “a land of grain and wine, a 

land of bread and vineyards, a land of olive oil and honey” (2 Kings18:32, NSRV), quite a 

close description of the “Mediterranean diet” which is supposed to be so healthy.  

Even the mysterious and miraculous food manna (which means “What is it?” in Hebrew) 

was described as tasting “like wafers made with honey” (Exodus 16:31, NSRV).   But you 

can have too much of a good thing: “If you have found honey, eat only enough for you, 

or else, having too much, you will vomit it.”  (Proverbs 25:16, NRSV)  

But what about the bees themselves?  There is archaeological evidence of sophisticated 

beekeeping in ancient Israel 3,000 years ago, but surprisingly there seems to be no 

reflection of this in the Bible.   Bees are only mentioned a few times, and always seem to 

be wild bees.  The phrase “honey from the rock” occurs in a couple of places.  The 

literal explanation is that wild bees have made their nest in a crevice in the rock, which 

would be perfectly normal. 

The bees in the story of Samson also seem to be wild.  On his way to the land of the 

Philistines, Samson slew a lion.  On a later journey to the same place “he turned aside to 

see the carcass of the lion, and there was a swarm of bees in the body of the lion, and 

honey.” (Judges 14:8, NRSV) 

However unlikely it seems to us as a home for bees, it gave Samson the idea for the 

riddle he put to the Philistines as a bet, the last part of which is familiar from the Tate & 

Lyle golden syrup tin: “Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came 

forth sweetness.”  This bet is the start of a cycle of revenge and killing, described vividly 

in Judges 14 and 15. 

But perhaps we can draw a different message from “out of the strong came forth 

sweetness” and “honey from the rock”.  With God's help, Samson overcame evil in the 

form of the lion, and out of that victory came the sweetness of honey a parallel surely 

with Christ's victory over sin on our behalf and the consequent gift of eternal life?  

Honey indeed from the rock of Christ. 

Jerry Porter 
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