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Teamwork 
he theme of this month’s magazine is teamwork - a good theme for a 
parish that is part of a team ministry.  But I wonder how many of us 

have thought about what it means for us to be part of that team?  Do 
you even feel part of a wider team of churches?   

Teamwork in the church is more than just how parishes are set up and organised.   It is 

about working together collaboratively. It is about recognising and valuing all that the 

members of the body of Christ have to offer. 

Whether you work in a bank, a school, a shop, take care of children at home, keep an eye 

on neighbours, care for elderly relatives, or volunteer in the community you glorify God.  

Every member of church is called to serve God as circumstances and abilities allow.   Every 

member is a witness of Jesus Christ working in this world. 

As we know, the church is not a building. The church is the people of God. That means 

both ordained and lay members.   

The church meets for worship a few hours each week. What is the church doing during the 

rest of the week?  You might be surprised!  Much of our time is spent in our jobs, in our 

community, in our families. Most of the time, the church is dispersed.  This is part of our 

Christian calling, part of our mission. 

Our weekly worship gives us an opportunity to come together and strengthens us for 

service.  It enables us to praise God in song and prayer. It helps us seek guidance from God 

regarding how we are to serve in the coming week.  It nourishes us for what we are called 

to do through Holy Communion. 

The question is not whether we serve Christ throughout the week - it is how we serve him.  

Most of us are quite responsive to the will of God. But many of us are not used to thinking 

of ourselves as ministers of Jesus Christ. Every member is ministering, being led by Christ 

to work and serve in the world. Some people are better at sharing the gospel in words; 

some are better at sharing it through their work.  And when Christians work together, 

they can often be even more effective than they would be alone. 

One of the first tasks Jesus did when he began his ministry was to gather a team to share 

the work.  Those first disciples were a mixed bag – they quite often misunderstood and got 

it wrong, they fell out with each other and jostled for position.  Being part of a team isn’t 

easy.  But it is what God calls us to be, and how God calls us all to minister in this part of 

his world.  Those first disciples got there in the end, with amazing results.  

So what might God be calling you to do for Him, and for the church and wider community? 

Revd Liz Palin

T 
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Editorial Team Corner 

The response to this month’s theme, ‘Church Teams and Volunteers’ has been exceptional. 

I hope that as you browse through these pages you agree. Not only do I wish to thank our 

many regular contributors for their articles and photographs, but also welcome, and thank, 

our new contributors for their innovative writing.  I would like to highlight Joanne Moston’s 

superb and fascinating article (page 20), which traces the path from the early days of her 

work as a Nurse Tutor volunteer in the Near East, to her work in the Holy Land today. I 

am confident that many of our groups will be in touch with Joanne, with the aim of her 

being asked to give talks, enabling us all to learn more about her important work. 

The articles addressing our theme give a flavour of the work undertaken by our teams 

within our NCTM churches and community. Volunteers are the ‘life-line’ of the Sunday 

Services ministry, from helping with the children and youth, to making and serving drinks 

after the services. The sidespersons, readers, Eucharist servers, people who welcome 

visitors and many, many more provide the link between the congregation and the Ministry. 

For those people thinking of joining a team or an individual role as a volunteer, may well be 

asking themselves, “Does my involvement make a difference?”  The answer is ‘absolutely’.  

The need for people to share their time, talents and treasures is vital to our churches. 

Being part of a team is great fun and hard work. It’s an amazing opportunity to get to know 

others in the church and contribute to its running. I urge you to identify, from the articles 

here, a team which you may like to understand more about.  We would be happy to try 

and answer your questions. 

Finally, Shirley Brown, a long-serving and pivotal volunteer, who has served the magazine  

for some 40 years, now wishes to hand over this role. Over time, Shirley has developed her 

role, perhaps, most aptly described as, a Sales/Admin co-ordinator. Our task is to find 

Shirley’s replacement.  I will be providing further details in our News sheets as we advertise 

for a volunteer to take on this wide-ranging magazine role over the NCTM churches. Please 

contact me if you are interested in learning more about this role. 

Feedback 

Alan Jackson, one of our regular readers, drew my attention to a spelling error in our 

Dec/Jan issue.   The word in question is Narthex. We spelt it Narthax! 

Alan came across this word when worshipping at St John the Baptist, Chipping Barnet in the 

Diocese of St Albans. A Narthex was constructed in the above church and the word 

appeared on architects’ drawings and other documents. It has also been verified in the New 

Oxford Dictionary. 

Feedback is essential; it is vital to our team’s development and knowledge. May I encourage 

more? 

Jean Johnson 

 

FUTURE MAGAZINE THEMES 

March - National Hunt Festival 

April / May   - Churchyard gravestones/history  



Prestbury Parish Magazine  February 2014 
 

 3 

Bible Reading Fellowship Daily Notes 2014 – 2015 

The time for renewal of subscription for the BRF daily notes is approaching. There has been 

a small price increase, but we pay no postage charge when ordering all our books as a 

group.  Currently our order is for 28 books, and I would be very pleased to hear from any 

member of our Team congregations who would like to join the scheme and place an order 

with the group.  If there are any cancellations please let me know as soon as possible as our 

order must be submitted before 15th February 2014. 

The available titles are as follows:  

New Daylight                    £4.25 per copy   

Guidelines                         £4.25 

Day by Day with God        £4.25 

Quiet Spaces                     £4.25 

Get Messy                         £4.25 

Upper Room                     £3.95 

I have samples of most of these if required.  All books are issued three times a year and the 

subscription is paid for the whole year in advance, for the period May 2014 – April 2015. 

However, the order can be cancelled during the year and a refund obtained if necessary. 

Please let me know if you wish to change your order, or start a new one.  

For further information please contact: 

Wendy Price or Frances Murton     

Thank you.     

Wendy Price 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Magazine Deadline Date 

Copy date for the next magazine is Saturday 8th February 2014.  Copy should be sent 

by email to magazine@prestbury.net. 

Cover photograph 

Children in the Deheish Camp – Bethlehem 

Photographer: Joanne Moston 
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Volunteers and Church Teams... 

      the life-line of our churches 

I looked up the word “Volunteer” in our dictionary and this is what it says 

“To offer oneself or one’s services by choice and without being forced” 

This definition is very true of the band of men and woman who down through the years 

have served the Prestbury Memorial Trust. The seeds of the Trust were planted in the late 

1940’s and it developed into its current form around the mid 1950’s.  

The roles of the volunteers are many, inasmuch as the Trust operates several activities 

spread over each month that are for the benefit, enjoyment and pleasure of the local 

populace within the Parish.  None of these would happen without the time and effort 

offered by our many volunteers, co-ordinated by the Trust’s Committee/Trustees, 

themselves volunteers. 

These activities embrace the following: Luncheon Club, held at Cleeve Hill Golf Club; 

Shopping trips to Sainsbury’s at Kingsditch and Tesco at Bishop’s Cleeve; Scrabble, Whist 

and Exercise Group held in the Library; Art and Craft group held in Prestbury Hall.  

Members are transported to and from these events by volunteer mini-bus drivers and 

volunteer car drivers.  

There are also Outings to popular venues around the County. Volunteers also make 

Birthday visits to the over 80’s which are highly appreciated. 

Every December the Trust, together with much valued and considerable help from the 

Prestbury WI and Prestbury Flower Club, holds the Christmas Tea. This event is always 

well attended (84 this year) and enjoyed, with a visit from Santa. 

This then is the role of the Prestbury Memorial Trust “Volunteer” group . 

Nigel Woodcock  

Three Cheers For The Bellringers of St Mary’s! 

I would like to thank the bellringers of St Mary’s for all their hard work, their hours of 

practising and for being there every Sunday, for weddings and all celebrations through the 

year.  They welcome us to church and I would hate to think that they are taken for granted. 

I am sure that I am not the only one who looks forward to Tuesday evenings, especially 

during the summer, when I am watering my little garden and then sit with a cup of tea (or 

something stronger!) and just enjoy the sound of the bells. It gives me the feeling of great 

continuity and that perhaps our world is not going completely to pot! 

When visiting friends in Bavaria some years ago, I was horrified to hear that most church 

bells there are just recordings, and they were amazed to hear that our bells are rung by 

hand.  I know which I prefer in spite of a little oops now and again! 

I am sure the parishioners of Prestbury would like to join me in thanking the bellringers and 

wishing them all a very happy New Year.                                             Diane Singleton 
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9 men went to mow 

Well, not a meadow, but St Mary’s Churchyard!  Under the able leadership and 

organisation of Ken Bradbury, nine volunteers, some assisted by a friend or relative, mow 

the Churchyard during the growing season (late March to early October, although this year 

it stretched to late November), keeping it tidy so that there is always access to the graves. 

It is a completely man orientated activity and the male alternative to the Mothers Union 

without cakes! 

Each of the volunteers is allocated an area to keep under control. With three mowing 

machines and two strimmers, and mowing opportunities subject to the vagaries of the 

weather, it is amazing how well the grass in the Churchyard is maintained all year round.  

Despite no roster or co-ordination there is rarely an overgrown patch.  A testament to the 

diligence or perhaps competitiveness of the volunteers!  Each area is about the size of a 

medium size garden lawn but the challenge is that there are over 4,400 gravestones to 

mow/strim around and on average each session takes 3 hours although some manage in an 

hour or so.  At 16 cuts per year this represents 22 labour man days per annum. 

The Team are Ken Bradbury, Phil Dodd, Roger Hodges, Stephen Murton, Maurice 

Newman, Noel Brick, Tim Ockwell,  

John Petchey, and  Richard Johnson.  

Some have been part of the team 

for over 30 years and the average is 

probably 15. None is getting 

younger and so more volunteers 

are needed. Otherwise, next time 

an article on churchyard mowing is 

written it might be entitled  8 or 

even 7 “men went to mow”. 

Richard Johnson/Ken Bradbury 

  

 

 

 

Prestbury URC Celebrates  

Gwen Hewinson and Alister Bathgate both celebrated 

their 90th birthdays in November and the church 

celebrated with them by having a ‘bit of a do’.  

Needless to say there wasn’t much left of the cakes by 

the end of the party. 

Keith Norcott 
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Below Stairs 

Every Monday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday for 52 weeks of the year, the Sacristy 

Volunteers, who work in pairs on a quarterly rota, carry out their ‘house-keeping duties’ in 

the St Mary’s. Their work centres around the Sacristy and involves filling wine and water 

vessels, dusting, cleaning and putting out water carafes for Sunday services. Four times a 

week they take home the used linen from the Eucharist services.  It is carefully washed, 

ironed and folded in a traditional manner.  Upon returning the clean linen to the 

appropriate vestry drawers,  towels and linen are laid out for use by the Priest during the 

next services. 

Before the major festivals: Easter, Patronal and Christmas, the Sacristy team meet together 

to check the state of the High Altar and Good Shepherd Chapel cloths,  fair linen and 

houslings.  It is very rare for the linen not to need changing. This task requires  two team 

members, who understand the detail of how the layer of cloths is arranged on the altars, 

together with the importance of smoothing and lining up each layer.  Fortunately these 

large linen items are not taken home by the team for washing and ironing!  They are taken 

to the Leckhampton Laundry where, following pressing, they are wound onto large rollers, 

and collected several days later by a volunteer, who stores them in the Vestry. 

Caring for the sacristy has a direct influence upon our worship.  It is one of the ways in 

which our team gives of their best, offering what we have and what we are and enabling us 

to assist the priest in the service of God.  

The volunteers, unlike the altar linen, rarely change.  We all love our role ‘below stairs’ and 

like so many teams involved in making our church function, we provide a vital link between 

the congregation and the various services…in this case the Eucharist. 

 

 

 

And the Flowers… 

Among the “angels in the shadows” who contribute to the beauty of St Mary’s church, are 

the flower arrangers.  Working on a rota basis, 43 people ensure that there are fresh 

flowers beside both altars throughout the church year.  At festivals, we add to the joy of 

the occasion by putting extra arrangements around the church.  For weddings, a special 

team can supply such flowers as a bride may request. 

Our work is anonymous, like unsigned pictures, but created to the glory of God by those of 

us who love flowers and love our ancient church. 
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Abbeyfield Prestbury  

Volunteers are key for Abbeyfield Prestbury - they help with everything from supporting 

the housekeeping team and serving on the management committee to hosting teas for 

residents and creating stunning flower arrangements. We visit the Prestbury Road 

retirement community to find out more. 

Home-made sausage rolls and orange cake – 

Gill Woodcock likes to bake when she and 

husband Nigel do Friday Tea for Abbeyfield 

Prestbury’s residents.  

“We’ve been on the rota for about five 

years now – we love doing it,” says Gill, a 

former book keeper and home economics 

teacher. 

“I check with Helen, the housekeeper, to 

see if she’d like me to bring anything and 

she leaves the rest of the meal ready for us. 

We just finish the preparation, do the 

serving   and clean up afterwards.” 

While Gill bustles around the kitchen, retired 

engineer Nigel chats to residents.  “When 

tea’s ready, we all sit down – quite a merry 

throng - and talk about old times,’ says Nigel, 

who also does three other charity and 

community volunteering roles in the village.  

“Several residents were in uniform during the 

war – when I was about two - and remember 

quite a lot so it’s always an interesting 

conversation.” 

Two hours later, with the kitchen tidy, Gill 

and Nigel get ready to head home. What’s the 

appeal of volunteering for them? 

“We enjoy coming and it makes your life 

richer,” says Gill, who was a Guiding 

volunteer for 30 years before retiring. “We 

think you’ve got to put something back, not just 

take out from life.” 
Blooming Great: Frances puts the 

finishing touches to an arrangement. 

'tea's up: Nigel pours Gill a cuppa after 

finishing a Friday Tea 
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Noel Brick agrees. He’s chairman of the volunteer-run executive committee that manages 

Abbeyfield Prestbury, which is affiliated to the national Abbeyfield Society. 

“I got involved when I was approached by a committee member ten years ago,” says Noel. 

“We run the house and its staffing team, and work with all the other volunteers who help 

out as well as with Abbeyfield colleagues regionally and nationally. 

“Over the years, volunteers have generously done many roles. At the moment, along with 

our Friday Teas, they help with residents’ trips and events, and with household 

maintenance, flower arrangements and keeping the garden tidy.  

 “And we’re always keen to hear from anyone new. If you’d be interested, please do drop 

us an email to wecanhelp@abbeyfieldprestbury.co.uk.” 

With her great eye for colour and shape, Frances Wilson’s flower arrangements are always 

a hit with residents, staff and visitors at Abbeyfield Prestbury. 

“I’ve always been a gardener, but I’ve had no training in arranging – I just do what I’d like to 

see myself, nothing too elaborate,” says Frances, a volunteer for 12 years.  “I do four 

displays every week using flowers from the supermarket, for which I’m reimbursed, and 

from my own garden and theirs. 

“I enjoy doing it and it’s nice chatting to the residents, and they’re always very 

complimentary.” 

Jason Ashworth  
 

 

 

 

St Mary's Bakestall 

Our total giving to charities last year amounted to £376 – sadly this was well down from 

the previous year's £502, so we are looking for a few more willing bakers. 

If your name appears on the new rota and you prefer NOT to contribute, please let us 

know as we may need to readjust the teams. 
 

The January stall gave us a good start with our all-team effort and of the £82 collected £50 

was sent to MAF (Mission Aviation Fellowship).   Our next bakestall, provided by the N-Z 

team, will be on 16th February in aid of one of the charities we were unable to cover last 

year, Freedom from Torture, which cares for victims of torture. 

Margaret and Linda                                                         

 

 

mailto:wecanhelp@abbeyfieldprestbury.co.uk
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CHADS Handover A Dazzling Sum 

On the final Sunday of the liturgical year, the Feast 

of Christ the King, we set off to St Mary’s, to 

participate in the Celebrate! Service.  We knew 

that at the end of the service the CHADS 

committee was going to present two cheques, to 

representatives from the PPY and the Noonan 

Syndrome Association, this being the profit from 

their two enjoyable and entertaining stage 

productions of 11 and 12 October. 

During the service, as I watched the very young 

children dive into their own world, tempered by a 

gentle management from their parents, my mind 

started thinking about the appropriateness of the 

songs of praise selected; welcome everybody, it’s good 

to see you here.  Immediately I thought of those two 

nights of six weeks earlier, and realised how 

suitable those words were, and how they would 

also fit into the opening session, six months earlier, 

as CHADS met to plan, and practise, their routines. 

I was brought back to earth by the refrain of the 

next song; You are a star just the way you are.  Such 

simple words, I thought, but they bring together 

the charities, and the CHADS; they sum up the 

effort of everyone involved in these associations, 

which try to make life more pleasant for all, 

whether they are too small, too tall, too weak, too 

young, too old, too this or even too that, to quote 

further from the words of the song. 

A dignified, and jolly, gathering took place beneath 

the chancel arch, where Sylvia Mackenzie presented 

these cheques, each for £600.  First to receive was 

Michael Wyatt, for the Noonan Syndrome 

Association, bringing the amount he had raised to 

£2,400; then Hannah Bennett, representing the PPY, 

received a cheque, after this, everyone posed for 

photographs. 

A thank you from Michael: 

 

To all of the organisers of CHADS: I thank you for 

everything you have done in putting on this wonderful 

performance to raise money for the two chosen charities, 
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both close to my heart, the Noonan Syndrome Association and the PPY. It was two very good 

evenings, with lots of fun, so once again thank you very much.  

Michael 

 

A thank you from Hannah: 

 

On behalf of PPY I would just like to say a huge thank you for the support we have received from 

CHADS this year. They put a lot of hard work, time energy and effort into what was an amazing 

performance.  Without groups like CHADS the PPY would not be able to do the work with the 

young people that we do.  It was a thoroughly enjoyable evening and we look forward to using the 

money in a positive way to help support more young people in our communities. We are all looking 

forward to the next CHADS performance, thank you once again. 

 Hannah and the PPY team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prestbury Memorial Trust 

In accordance with tradition, Prestbury Memorial Trust organised their Christmas Party at 

the WI Hall on 2nd December. 

Over 80 members of the Trust sat down to enjoy a delicious selection of food and drinks.  

As always, everybody enjoyed the opportunity to spend time in the companionship of their 

friends and to discuss previous times, and family and their plans for the forthcoming 

festivities. When one is not as mobile as in former times it is so refreshing for the soul to 

be released from the constraints of the home environment and to mix it with one’s peers. 

During the proceedings, entertainment was provided by children from St Mary's School 

who sang a selection of Carols.  Following this, Father Christmas arrived ... sorry, no 

Reindeer or Sledge ! … and he presented everybody with an appropriate gift to take home.  

The Trust wishes to thank members of the WI for providing the excellent food and also 

grateful thanks to the Prestbury Flower Club for providing the flowers that adorned each 

table. 

Let's not forget members of the Trust Committee and the many volunteer drivers and 

helpers who make all the above happen. 

Nigel Woodcock  
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Out to Africa with a Cardboard Box - Part 3 

Jean and I made the most of our two weekends by exploring other areas of this fascinating 

and diverse country.  

On our first weekend we made our way down the coast from Ghana's capital Accra, to 

Elmina, the oldest of the fortress ports that dealt in the slave trade, using the local buses 

and trotros (minibuses in varying states of dilapidation but always jam packed and SO noisy, 

music everywhere is only played at full volume!!!).  I was intrigued by the range, size and 

weight of goods that people carried on their heads - quite eye watering. On our first day I 

saw a lady carrying a singer sewing machine on her head chatting to a friend who carried an 

unbelievable load of coconuts. Whenever a vehicle stopped it would be instantly 

surrounded by people noisily plying their wares....water, yams, flip flops, apples, flannels, 

pies, watches, sweets, toothbrushes, pawpaws and more. 

There is only one 

supermarket in Ghana, in 

Accra, mostly targeted at 

expats. Everything, and I 

mean everything, else is sold 

and often made by the 

roadside or in 

markets......fridges, tyres, 

sofas, ornate concrete pillars, 

bicycles, iron gates, pulpits, 

keyboards, toiletries, toilets, 

clothes, bricks, coffins, food 

to buy or eat.  

After a four hour bumpy scenic drive through green vegetation and dusty roads, we arrived 

at an extraordinary guest house called One Africa (worth looking at their website) and 

stayed in a little round thatched hut right by the sea. We shaded ourselves from the 

relentless burning sun under the palm trees in hammocks after a fascinating day looking 

round the fort from where the slaves were exported. That was appalling, not a feel-good 

place, which did not leave a nice taste.  

On our return we stopped at a special school for children with disabilities in Cape Coast 

where Jean knew the head teacher, an amazing lady, Mary Prudence Osei. There are 

precious few special schools in Ghana with very little government support.  I was able to 

pass on a donation from a couple at St Mary's and we bought shoulder bags that some of 

the older children were taught to make in an attempt to give them some income generating 

skills. I was keen to buy some local material so Mary took us to one of her mothers, Sarah, 

whose son Michael had suffered a very serious head injury when aged 9 years. The father 

then abandoned them to fend for themselves, so Sarah started trading material whilst 

Michael was at school. Michael is now 21years old and unable to get out of his room. 
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After a second hard, hot week with lots of 

teaching, furniture making, meeting more 

inspiring people, in particular a lady called 

Veronica (more of her later) we headed off 

on the advice of the guest house staff to 

explore an area north west of Accra 

around the Volta Dam, a huge 

hydroelectric installation which supplies 

Ghana and surrounding countries with 

power.  

Our journey was chaotic and I had great 

fun jotting down the extraordinary names 

of some of the businesses we passed- Trust 

God Restaurant, Focus on Jesus Beauty 

Salon, God's Miracle Cars, Don't give up 

just keep on Enterprises, Give Thanks 

Undertaking services, Last Hour Hair cut, 

The Lord is My Shepherd Ice Creams, God's 1st Hardware store, His Excellency Pig Farm, 

Blessings Beds, Heaven's Carpet Centre, Submissive Construction Consultancy!!! ? 

We were met in Akombo Krobo by one of the guest house receptionist's nephews who 

walked us along back streets and tracks to Ghana's largest glass bead making business - 

Cedi Beads. It was truly fascinating but primitive yet they produce beautiful jewellery.  I was 

a good customer!!!!  We then encountered an alarming tropical thunderstorm; I now know 

what rain in stair rods looks and sounds like under a tin roof. We made a big mistake not 

booking accommodation as the first 5 places we tried were full so we ended up in a very 

expensive hotel with beautiful flowers arranged on the beds.  Jean's unfortunately collapsed 

when she sat on hers! Sadly no hot water or mosquito nets but stunning views over the 

river. 

That Sunday we followed the sound of drumming and found ourselves involved in a 

Pentecostal church service - a somewhat different style from St Mary's!  Then a long, noisy, 

convoluted, crazy exhausting journey back to Deans Guest house where a wedding was 

going on, what an assault of colour. 

The last week flew by as we tried to cram everything in, more teaching, tidying the 

workshop, continuing projects, ending with taking the Mothers out for a meal on our final 

evening.  It was very emotional.  

On our last day we visited Veronica at her home the other side of Accra. What an eye 

opening humbling experience. I can't do justice to her at the end of this article, she 

deserves an article to herself so that is what you will have next month hopefully. 

Diane Lyle  
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 “Volunteers don't get paid, not because they're worthless, 

but because they're priceless” 

(Quote from: Sherry Anderson (http://www.quotegarden.com/volunteer-apprec.) 

 

Without volunteers not much would be able to happen.  A lot of organisations rely on 

them and the input they have. PPY is no exception to this rule. We have an amazing team 

who give up their time to help the young people with whom we work. 

Some of the volunteers we work with have been part of the team for a number of years 

now. The work they do is completely unpaid but they remain a very supportive and caring 

team both to me, the students we work with, and the young people. 

Volunteers can often be forgotten and getting the balance right between providing a 

supportive environment, allowing the volunteers to work to their strengths without putting 

too much upon them can sometimes be hard, especially when they themselves are so keen 

to be able to support the work we do.  

Being a volunteer also means that you are able to say no and step back when you need to. 

It is important to recognise the effort the volunteers put in and acknowledge the time they 

have given up. Within PPY we try to do this in a number ways: 

There are the formal ways - policy and forms - and then there are the little things such as 

remembering to say thank you for any input no matter how small.   Also, making sure they 

are always informed of what is going on and have a chance to help with things - you never 

know when their advice will save the day or lead onto a really exciting project. 

I think it’s important to meet with volunteers outside the volunteering context and we 

recently had the privilege of being able to take our team of volunteers out for a Christmas 

meal together. Socials are important. Not only can everyone mix together and let their hair 

down a bit, but also it is a way of being able to value the team we have and give them 

something back.  

We are only a small organisation, there is a limit to what we can do and where we can be. 

We are only really scratching the surface at the moment.  However, none of the work PPY 

do would be possible without our team of volunteers and I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all of them. 

PPY is looking for more ways it can help the current members and we would like to be able 

to grow the services we offer young people but we cannot do this without first expanding 

our team.  If you would be interested in joining our team, even if you can only spare the 

occasional hour here and there, we would love to have you on board. Training can be 

provided and any skill would be valued. Please get in touch with us   youth@ppy.org.uk  

Hannah Bennett 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Prestbury WI 

On Monday 10th February, Ann Grant will be entertaining us with a talk on “James 

Bond – Hero or Villain?” 

Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings. They are held on the second Monday of 

each month and commence at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road. 

For further information on WI activities please contact Anthea Nicholas. 

Sally Alexander, Publicity Officer 

 

Prestbury URC Coffee Morning  

Please join us for our monthly coffee morning on Saturday 1st February at 10.30-12.00. 

As well as the legendary toasted teacakes, there are books, cakes and a raffle.  Our March 

Coffee Morning will be combined with a sale, so if you have anything you would like to 

donate please contact Fiona Hall on prestbury@urcic.org.uk 

 

Prestbury URC C4 Choir re-starts 

After taking a well-earned break, the C4 choir re-starts at 6pm on Friday 28th February 

at Prestbury URC.  If you know of any children aged 4-11 who enjoy singing and 

performing, then do let them know about the choir. For more information please contact 

the Rev Maz Allen on maz@urcic.org.uk 

 

Brass/Copper Sale at the URC 

Prestbury URC have been kindly donated a selection of new solid Brass/Copper items to 

include warming pans, plates, coach horns etc. All are British made to be sold at our Coffee 

morning and sale on Saturday 1st March 10.00-12.00. All proceeds to church funds. If 

anyone is interested beforehand please contact Fiona Hall on email prestbury@urcic.org.uk 

 

Plant Sale at St Nicolas,  Saturday, 7th June 

Calling all gardeners: there will be a Plant Sale at St Nicolas on Saturday, 7th June, at 2pm.  

Can you pot up some perennials, grow some extra plants when you are sowing your seeds, 

or take cuttings from your geraniums?  It will be in aid of St Nicolas funds and PPY.    

Queries to Janet White.  

mailto:prestbury@urcic.org.uk
mailto:maz@urcic.org.uk
mailto:prestbury@urcic.org.uk


February 2014   Prestbury Parish Magazine 
 

      16 

Prestbury Mothers’ Union 
Our AGM and Eucharist will be held on Tuesday 25th February at 7.30pm at St Mary’s 

Church.     All are welcome.  

Sylvia McKenzie, Branch Leader 

 

 

Mothering Sunday at St Mary's - 30th March 2014 

For many years, we have celebrated Mothering Sunday with the help of 

our fantastic Church members who so willingly give up their time and 

effort to make posies for our mothers for this special day. This year, 

we would like to ask for your continued valued support in donating 

posies for all of our Sunday services. 

All posies can be delivered to St Mary's on the 

morning of Saturday, 29th March, where you 

can place them in water buckets by the font.  

For those who have never been involved before but would like to 

take part, and for further information, please contact Becky Evans. 

We very much appreciate all the volunteers who help our mums to 

share the joys of Mothering Sunday. 

Becky Evans 

Sue Ryder concert 

Saturday 8 February 2014, 7.30 pm 

St Peter's Church, Leckhampton, Cheltenham GL53 0QJ. 

The Tan House Singers will be giving a concert in aid of Sue Ryder, Leckhampton Court 

Hospice.  Tickets £8.00, to include refreshments, will be available on the door, or in 

advance from Zoe Travis, Tel 01242 246285   zoe.travis@sueryder.org 

Angela Walker 

on behalf of the Fundraising Team, Sue Ryder, Leckhampton Court Hospice 

 

Cotswold Canals Trust talk 

Come along to St Nicolas on 18th February  at 7pm to hear a fascinating illustrated talk 

by the Cotswold Canal Trust about their impressive restoration work on our local canals. I 

hope to lead a walk along the tow path of the Severn-Thames canal later in the year and 

visit their visitor centre. Tickets cost £3 to include tea/coffee. Tickets are available from 

Janet Waters.  

mailto:zoe.travis@sueryder.org
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Cantate Domino  

Cantate Domino (‘sing to the Lord’) is a Christian choir which started a couple of years ago 

and is made up of various church choir members that I have had associations with in the 

local area (St Nicolas & St Mary's, Prestbury, St Michael's Bishop’s Cleeve, Bishop’s Cleeve 

Methodists, Bishop’s Cleeve Roman Catholics, St Peter's Winchcombe to name a few). It 

was originally set up to offer interesting music to choir members who were unable to 

provide the resources required by themselves in their own churches. We aim to bring 

church music to parishes that have little or no music and also to give confidence to 

members to be able to sing music which they didn’t think they were capable of. In addition 

to this we like to tackle a major work each year and we have done Vivaldi’s Gloria and 

Haydn’s Creation in St Nicolas and also sung Creation at Winchcombe church last year to 

help raise money for their organ fund. 

On March 1st at 6.00pm, we are singing Mozart's Mass in C Minor in All Saints Church. 

This will offer a rare opportunity to hear this work in the context of a communion service 

in such a lovely building. It is a large work consisting of many double choir sections and will 

include soloists drawn from our own resources. We are grateful to Cameron Luke who 

will be playing this extremely difficult work on the organ. 

We are offering this as an act of worship and we would love to see a large congregation as 

this makes it all worthwhile and encourages our singers so please book the date and time 

now! 

Jerry Spence 

 

 

Friends of St Mary’s, Prestbury AGM 

The Annual General Meeting will take place in the Library, The Burgage, on Thursday 

20th February 2014 at 3.30pm. 

 

 

Pensioners’ Forums  at 

St Andrew’s United Reformed Church, 

(near Queen’s Hotel) 

Meets on the 1st Wednesday of the month 

You are invited to the following talks 11.00 to 12 noon. 

   Wednesday 5 February 2014 

     Saving Energy   -  Warm and Well 

   Wednesday 5 March 2014 

     Arthritis  -  Gloucestershire Arthritis Trust   
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Confirmation Group 

The Bishop will be coming to our Team for a service of Confirmation, on 18th May. 

In preparation for this, fortnightly Confirmation classes will be held from 26th February 

onwards. 

If you are considering being confirmed, or would like to know more, please contact Deacon 

Jennifer or any member of the clergy. 

Deacon Jennifer  

Lent across the Team 
This year, Lent begins on Wednesday 5th March, and a brand-new Study Guide is now 

available.  

“The Lord’s Prayer”  is part of the Pilgrim course, a new teaching and discipleship resource 

produced by the Church of England.  

Volunteers are needed to lead Lent groups in the Team, with others who will act as hosts. 

Initially, we expect to hold one daytime group and one evening .group. 

The Study Guide can also be used privately. For those who prefer to do this, a one-off 

discussion group will meet towards the end of Lent. 

Gloucester Cathedral is offering a five week series of evening lectures at the Cathedral, 

exploring the themes of peace-making and reconciliation within the complexity of the 

modern world. These begin on Thursday 13th March. 

Further information will be available on the pew sheet in the coming weeks. Please contact 

Deacon Jennifer if you would like to be involved. 

Deacon Jennifer  

2 Courses Led by  Bishop Michael 

LEADING INTERCESSIONS 
Wednesday 19th February 2014 at 7.30pm 

St Andrew’s Church, Station Road, Churchdown, GL3 2JT. 

A practical study led by the Rt Revd Michael Perham, Bishop of Gloucester, exploring the 

use of words and silence to draw the community into prayer. 

£6 per person,  cheques payable to ‘Gloucester DBF’, to be sent with name, address and 

telephone numbers of those wishing to attend to Natasha Kent, Department of Discipleship 

and Ministry, 4 College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LR 

 

LECTIO DIVINA,   14th May 2014 

Shurdington Social Centre, Shurdington, Cheltenham.   Lectio is perfect for all ages and 

stages of Christian discipleship, and is a very accessible way of getting into Bible Study.  
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February Calendar 

 2 SUN PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 

 9 SUN 4th SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

 14 Fri Cyril and Methodius, missionaries 

 16 SUN 3rd SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

 23 SUN 2nd SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

March Calendar 

  1 Sat David, bishop, patron of Wales 

  2 SUN SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT 

 

From the Parish Registers 

Baptisms 
  November 17 Carter Kenneth Byrne 

December 1 Charlie Edward Johnson 

 

15 Lily Isabelle Hills 

  

Charlie Samuel Sandey 

   Funerals 
  November 20 Mary Eyre 

   Burial of ashes 
 November 5 Cynthia Homer 

   Memorial Service 

December 14 Olive Underwood 

 

February Diary  

 4 Tue 1400 Churchwardens’ meeting St Nicolas 

 5 Wed 1900 Junior school Governors Junior School 

 10 Mon 0900 Diocesan meeting St Nicolas 

 12 Wed 1930 NCTM Liaison Group St Nicolas 

 15 Sat 1400 Baptism St Mary’s 

 19 Wed 1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 

 25 Tue 0930 Deanery Chapter meeting St Matthew’s 

   1930 MU Eucharist & AGM St Nicolas 

   1930 Celebrate! Leaders meeting Bouncers Lane  



February 2014   Prestbury Parish Magazine 
 

      20 

BETHLEHEM UPDATE December 2013  

I visited the Holy Land on a Pilgrimage in November 1988, 25 years ago, and as a result of 

what I saw happening there, I went to work as a nurse tutor volunteer with Medical Aid to 

Palestinians. During my time there, I worked with handicapped children, and started a family 

centre in Abu Dis, a village near Jerusalem. 

When I returned in 1992, I was asked to give talks about the situation, as it was just after 

the first Gulf War.  One group asked me to arrange a tour for them, which was very 

successful, so from that time I travelled regularly as a tour leader with pilgrims of a 

pilgrimage company.  In 1996 I obtained a licence to guide inside the Christian Shrines, and 

then went more often, having 16 groups in the year 1999. 

In September 2000, Ariel Sharon went into the mosque on the Temple Mount area with 

1500 soldiers, during the Muslim midday prayers.  This provoked a riot which resulted in 15 

Palestinians being shot dead by the Israeli army. This caused a tense situation and many 

pilgrims and tourists stopped visiting the Holy Land. 

I decided to try to help the staff at the hotel in 

Bethlehem which was badly affected, and only 6 staff 

remained out of 24, due to the fall in custom. The staff 

all had children, one had 9. I took baby clothes, vitamin 

tablets, and pencils for school, and then brought back 

olive wood items and embroidered goods to sell in 

churches, to raise funds to help the staff buy food for 

their children. This has escalated in the past 13 years, as 

the Israelis are building an eight meter (26-foot) high 

wall round the West Bank and Gaza which snakes 

through Bethlehem,  and the only way to go to 

Jerusalem is via a checkpoint in the wall. It is not on the 

border with Israel, but up to 12 kilometres inside the 

West Bank, as it winds round the illegal Israel 

settlements, to bring them within their side of the wall. 

The money raised since then has paid for food, 

clothes, and deaf aids for needy children in the 

handicapped children’s centre in the refugee camp in 

Bethlehem, where nearly 13,000 Palestinians live in 

very cramped conditions. 

A group of like-minded people started a group for Palestinian Solidarity, and we raised 

funds to bring a group of ten children to Cheltenham in 2003 and 2005 for a visit to see 

how we live here. They had never seen a swimming pool, the sea, or a park, or football 

field, so they had a wonderful time.  We help fund holiday activities in the refugee camp, 

and outings now, so the money goes further, and more children are able to benefit. We 

have to help with heating costs in the winter, and water in the summer, as the water is 

switched off for 21-28 days at a time.  A tanker of water costs about £63, and the people 

Deheish Camp, Bethlehem.  

Some children from ‘my’ families. 

5500 children have nowhere to play 

except the streets full of hazards. 
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have a lot of tanks on their roofs, so they can get as much water as possible when it is 

running. 

We buy ‘Back to school packs’ for the children in our families. This consists of uniform 

clothing, copy books and pens and pencils. This happens at the end of August each year 

before they start back to school in September. I go to Bethlehem to distribute money, or 

goods to ‘our’ families, with the help of Yousef and his family, who live in Deheisheh 

Refugee Camp in Bethlehem. Yousef is a member of staff at the Star Hotel where I take my 

groups to stay six nights during their pilgrimage. He has been to UK in the past, to fund-

raise by cooking Palestinian food at functions arranged usually around Christmas time. 

There are three refugee camps in the Bethlehem area, and all the inhabitants lost their 

homes in 1948 when the State of Israel was formed. They are very restricted in their 

movements, and cannot travel freely. Often houses are demolished by the Israeli army, and 

people are arrested and held without charge, causing terrible hardship to their families. 

7,000 olive trees have been destroyed since September by the settlers, who either steal the 

olives, and then burn the trees, or cut them down.  Some are pulled up and taken to Israeli 

towns and sold for large sums of money. The olive tree is almost sacred, as it provides the 

olives, the oil, the wood, and has so many uses.  

Recently, official statistics have revealed that since September 2000, 1,518 children have 

been killed by Israeli occupation forces, up until April 2013, which works out at one child 

killed every three days since the start of this ‘Intifada’ (uprising ). Almost 6000 children have 

been injured. Families live in fear, as since September 2000, 9000 Palestinians under the age 

of 18 have been arrested. There are 250 minors held in prison, and 47 are children under 

16 years of age. Usually they are accused of throwing stones, some may have done, but 

many haven’t.  As the children are tortured in prison, they may say a name of another child 

who is then arrested.  

I arrange Pilgrimages to the Holy Land, and take 

groups to the Holy places, and also to see the camp 

where some of the hotel staff are living, as I believe 

that visitors to a country, should see how the people 

cope with adversity.    In 2010 a group from St 

Gregory’s Parish came for a pilgrimage, and some 

revisited in May 2013.   I have been travelling to 

Bethlehem with supplies for the past 13 years now, at 

my own expense. 53 visits so far, since September 

2000.    

Please pray with me, for PEACE and JUSTICE in the 

Holy Land.                   

Joanne Moston  

  

 

Children of Deheisheh Camp. 

12,500 live in ½ sq km. (In March’s magazine, the financial 

side of this work will be featured) 
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View from the Pew 

As we know, the sad fact is that Christian churches are in decline in this country and on the 

continent of Europe. Both the new Pope Francis and Archbishop Welby and the people 

they lead (and that includes us) must face up to this decline whether we like it or not. As 

we know, the Roman Catholic Church works differently from the Church of England so our 

ways of meeting this challenge vary.  

In the opinion of one writer, our Anglican Church archbishops, bishops and clergy and 

parishioners ‘just get on with things’ whereas in the Roman Catholic Church ‘everything 

flows from the top’. There’s a different ‘culture’ as management experts say. As members 

of Cheltenham churches we ‘just get on with things’. We continue to work together, 

sometimes as ‘part of teams’ or just working with our friends naturally. 

In one of his recent pronouncements called “Evangeli Gaudium” (The Joy of the Gospel) the 

new Pope Francis says he has high praise for the humble parish, with its church building, its 

vicar and its committed lay people working locally. But in both parts of the Christian 

Church worldwide the effort is directed at the same purpose of working to fulfil God ’s 

purpose for us as individuals and for the churches we attend.  

I think all we humble parishioners must realise, and do realise, that we have each our part 

to play in the great Church of Christ. Remember what St Paul wrote to the fractious 

Corinthian Church in the early days of Christianity. (1 Cor.12) Paul said “think of the 

church as a body”. Just as a human body has many parts, each with different functions, so 

the church has many members, each with their different roles to play. We’re all inter-

dependent. We have to work together in the great work of the church.  

So Paul makes the point that we’re all important. He gives several illustrations of what he 

means in his first letter to the newly established Corinthian church. He says the foot can’t 

sensibly say “because I’m not an eye I do not belong to the body. No, if the whole body 

were an eye where would the sense of hearing be?” Paul then presses on to conclude 

“there are many parts, but one body”. No one part is more important than any other. No 

one parishioner is more important than any other. I, as Reader, must see myself as no more 

important than the church member who quietly tidies up after the service or washes the 

tea cups or who makes a point of welcoming new people who came to morning or evening 

service. 

Don’t get too downhearted. The good news is that the Church of England with its strong 

and ancient parish set-up, with its brilliant church buildings and its clergy giving a lead and 

‘curing our souls’ together with committed lay people working in teams has a strong base 

from which to face the task of evangelism - spreading the good news’.  So working with our 

friends in teams and doing a range of tasks, we all do our bit.  Some of the tasks we do are 

more noticeable than other work. Think of those who quietly go about helping the church’s 

day-to-day and week-to-week work of spreading the good news about God’s love. Think of 

those who make lovely flower arrangements or sweep up or tidy up or make tea or coffee 

or make everything ready for visiting preachers. 

Our churches cannot run without teams with a common purpose. We all have to work 

together and do our part. The teams enable our churches to do the work of Christ.  

Ralph Griffin 
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Parish Giving Scheme is Going National 

The Parish of Prestbury was one of the first to join the Parish giving scheme run and 

developed by the Gloucester diocese. We joined in the summer of 2010 when the scheme 

was in its infancy. It has since been expanded to over 241 parishes and has over 4300 

donors.  

Winchester, Chichester and Exeter Dioceses have now joined the scheme. All the 

administration is being run from College Green, Gloucester with a staff of three jointly 

funded by these dioceses.  Fifteen more parishes are coming on line with the scheme during 

2014. 

In Prestbury the membership is just over 100 (35 from St Nicolas and 65 from St Mary’s). 

The giving raised including Gift Aid has risen as follows: 

   St Mary’s St Nicolas Total 

 2011 £22,300 £19,400 £41,700 

 2012 £32,400 £28,900 £61,300 

 2013 £42,500 £30,000 £72,500 

For further information about the scheme please speak to one of the churchwardens or 

me, Gill Wood.  At the start of a new year please consider your giving to our church.  If 

you are already a member of the Parish Giving Scheme please email giving@glosdioc.org.uk 

or phone the team 01452 835595 to amend your giving. The churchwardens have the 

paperwork available for new members. 

Gill Wood 
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Christmas Giving 

Over the Christmas period our service collections are in support of a number of charities. 

In 2013 the following donations have been made 

St Mary’s Crib services, Midnight mass and Carols and 9 Lessons service: 

 Save the Children   £562 

 Cheltenham Housing Aid   £562 

 Childrens Society (Christingle service)   £253 

St Nicolas Celebration of Christmas: 

  Cure Retts in support of Friends of Holly   £107  

 Cheltenham Open Door   £107 

The alternative Christmas card raised £75 at St Nicolas and £220 at St Mary’s  

for World Vision 

The Prestbury PCC also gives a proportion of its own income to charity. This year we have 

supported the following charities 

 The Rock, St Peter’s, Cheltenham, a youth charity   £1000 

 Cerebral Palsy Africa, a charity supported by Diane Lyle  £1000 

 Brinkman High School, Tanzania, a diocesan project   £1000 

 Cure Retts in support of research  £1000 

 Bible Society   £1000 

Gill Wood  
 

Friends of St Mary's – Lunch with Mark Cummings 
15th November 2013 

Mark Cummings radiates infectious enthusiasm.  His day job is presenter and anchorman of 

BBC Radio Gloucestershire's flagship news and discussion programme.  We were lucky 

enough to hear him talking about his experiences as a broadcaster and his love of living and 

working in Gloucestershire.  Starting the day – every day – at 3.30am and then dealing with 

all the unexpected news stories that hit the airwaves would tax most mortals.  But Mark 

thrives on it all.  He clearly believes not only that life is for living but also for telling his 

audience how good it is for them to be alive.  It is a great gift to impart to listeners such 

energy and humour.  But underneath it all he is quite evidently a skilled broadcaster well 

able to draw out or put on the spot luminaries like David Cameron or the leader of the 

County Council. 

It was a very good lunch meeting; and I would guess that Mark successfully recruited some 

new listeners to his radio programme. 

Jim Mackie  
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Epiphany Supper at St Mary’s 

I should like to say a big “Thank You” to all the numerous helpers who made the evening 

so enjoyable. If one is logical, one does not serve a hot two course meal to almost ninety 

people in an ancient building with no cooking facilities, but by various means we do, and I 

can promise that all the health and safety food regulations are obeyed.  A lot of people haul 

pews and tables around and the crates of china and cutlery are borrowed from the 

Prestbury Hall. We have table setters and decorators, and a pair of magicians in the church 

kitchen dealing with the vegetables. The hot food leaves the oven barely three quarters of 

an hour before it is needed and is packed in a huge insulated trunk, given to us by a kind 

parishioner, then rushed up to the church and into the heated trolleys lent by still more 

parishioners. 

Thank you to all the food servers, washer-uppers and the generous person who whisks the 

tablecloths away to launder them and of course to all the people already mentioned. 

The short service at the start of the 

evening brought into focus what the 

three wise men must have felt when 

they arrived in Bethlehem. Father 

Michael Cozens, Father Peter and 

Father Mike French read a very modern 

poem, each speaking as one of the wise 

men, all bemused by the humbleness of 

the great king they had worked so hard 

to find. Their gifts of gold, frankincense 

and myrrh were of no use to such a 

tiny, helpless child.  

To be loved was this baby's greatest 

need and 2000 years on, nothing has 

altered. To learn to love Christ and our 

fellow man is still the most important 

thing for a Christian to do.  As a grown 

man, Christ told his followers that this 

was his greatest commandment. 

Even though the supper is not intended as a fundraising event, £380 was left over after all 

costs were met so this is to be given to the Save The Children Fund for their relief work 

helping Syrian refugee children whose plight is so similar to that of the infant Jesus when his 

parents were forced to become refugees in Egypt to avoid Herod's massacre.  

P.S The Lemon Roulade Desert seemed one of the successes of the evening so in response 

to requests, here is my friend's recipe, just as she gave it to me. By the way, do use a good 

quality Lemon Curd for filling because the cheap ones are very difficult to spread on the 

meringue! Follow the instructions exactly,  I have never known it to fail.  

Lynda Hodges 
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Biddy’s Meringue Roulade (Makes 2) 

6 Egg whites 

300 grams Castor Sugar 

2 teaspoons Cornflour 

2 teaspoons White Vinegar 

1 teaspoon vanilla essence 

Line 2 Swiss roll tins with non-stick paper 

Whisk the egg whites until firm and dry, add the sugar a little at a time. 

Add the 3 other ingredients and whisk. 

Spread out on the tins (sprinkle sliced almonds on top if liked) and bake for 15 minutes @ 1800C. 

Cool in the tins and turn out onto cling film, peel off the non-stick paper. 

Whisk 2 x 300 gram cartons of double cream 

Spread on the roulade (save some for piping rosettes down the top if liked) 

Cover with sliced fruits in season. Alternatively spread with lemon curd or chocolate 

spread – before you put the cream on. 

Roll up using the cling film to press the roll together. Decorate and dust with icing sugar. 

Freezes well (not sure about with the fruit in). Thaw out at room temperature for 1 hour. 

 

 

C4 Choir: A Midwife Crisis 

You might think a midwife’s cry of “I don’t know where to find this baby” was part of a sad 

story.  Not when the C4 choir have anything to do with it!  There was nothing sad about 

“A Midwife Crisis”, which they performed just before Christmas at Prestbury URC.  This 

was a fun version of the Nativity, and it was pretty clear that the choir enjoyed it just as 

much as the audience.  The ingredients were all there for well executed individual and 

ensemble performances that provided real entertainment;  a panic-stricken midwife, a very 

savvy donkey,  gangs of census-takers, shepherds and angels, and some jolly jazzy sheep and 

camels (did I really see half a camel there at one point?!), and a star that sang its own solo 

(did it beautifully too).   

A particular ‘well done’ to the little ones who played more than one part - and the 

backstage crew who made sure they got the costume changes right.  And it’s a pleasure to 

be able to compliment everyone on a beautifully disciplined performance; the words were 

well learnt, the songs were crisply delivered, and the cast members stayed still and silent on 

stage when they were not involved in the action.  So, since the Nativity has its own 

important star, I think the whole show deserves a gold star, choir, director and mums and 

dads.   

Maz Allen  
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Snippets from the tower 

We rounded off a busy year in the tower with lots of extra ringing over the festive season. 

Each year we note the extra services and have a sign-up sheet in the tower for people to 

indicate if they are available on a certain date for ringing.  If we have enough people to form 

a “band”, (we usually like to have at least 6 ringers for the bells to sound nice), then we ring 

for the service. This year we were able to provide enough ringers to ring for the Carol 

Service on 22nd December and we also rang between the Crib services on Christmas Eve. 

One bell was tolled for Midnight Mass as we could not form a band. Christmas morning 

ringing also took place and there was even a practice on New Year’s Eve as this fell on our 

normal practice night! 11 people attended. The bells also rang out for the Epiphany service 

on 6th January. 

We usually have lots of people at practices on Tuesday nights. Several ringers come from 

other local towers to ring with us which helps both them and us. Sadly there are fewer 

people who turn up to ring on Sunday mornings; we ring at 1015 even if there are only a 

few of us. 

We have lost a couple of our learners, but we still have one learner who is doing well, and 

two ringers who are also novices but are making very good progress. We welcome people 

of all abilities and are always pleased to see people who may have learned to ring years ago 

and who have decided to return to ringing as they have fewer family commitments etc. 

On Saturday 7th December a band of eight ringers rang a peal of Bristol Surprise Major (a 

very advanced method!). They were all visitors from the Oxford Diocesan Guild and had 

booked the tower for the purpose in March. (All visiting ringers have to ask permission to 

use our bells, their usual first point of contact is me. I then contact Fr Michael to ask if it is 

ok for them to ring i.e. it does not clash with something else that is happening in Church.  I 

then take paperwork to the office and notify the visitors if they have permission. Of course 

we have to be available to unlock for them when they arrive, take clock hammers off etc, 

and lock up after they have finished.) The peal consisted of 5120 changes and took 

2hr 53min which is a fairly quick pace for 8 bells with 12 cwt tenor. This was the first peal 

rung at St Mary’s since 3rd August 2008 when a peal of Plain Bob Major (5040 changes) was 

rung which took 2 hr 52 min. 

We are looking forward to continuing to ring at St Mary’s in 2014.  It will be interesting to 

see if we have as many weddings to ring for as we did in 2013!  If anyone is thinking of 

learning to ring and has been putting off finding out what is involved, why not get in touch 

and we can arrange for you to come along and see us in action and decide if it is the hobby 

for you!  Ringing looks easy but there is more than “pulling on a rope” involved.  Several of 

our learners in the past have given up because they considered that it was taking them too 

long to be able to handle a bell. It’s not a skill that can be learned quickly, it’s a lot harder 

than it looks, but once handling is mastered progress can be made towards ringing in the 

team, first by ringing rounds (123456) and keeping the bell in the right place in the 

sequence, then moving on to other more complicated things. 

We have 11 tower members at present, not all of them are able to be at the tower at the 

same time; we all get on well and have a laugh in between all the serious stuff. Ringing takes 
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concentration so we are quiet if sitting out while the bells are being rung. There’s usually a 

tin of chocolates on the table in the tower which we all pass round during some of the gaps 

between the ringing. It’s a custom to bring something back from holiday for the rest of the 

team to share, and if the nibbles seem to be running out there is always someone who 

notices and who restocks the tin! 

Happy New Year to all our listeners! 

Jenni Scruton 

 

 

 

Open the Book 

Many of us feel reading Bible stories to children is an 

important ministry and children just love having people 

read them stories.  The aim of Open the Book is to 

present the Bible to children in primary schools in an 

accessible and enjoyable way.  To make it a stronger 

national organisation OtB has recently amalgamated 

with the Bible Society. 

Teams of volunteers go into school most weeks and 

present a story to all the children.  Open the Book has 

about one hundred stories from the Bible re-written for 

children to follow easily.  That is enough for three years which is the time the children 

spend in their infant school. 

In our area we regularly visit St Mary’s Infant School, Oakwood School  and Swindon Village 

School. 

It is important for the volunteers to ‘stick to the script’.  All the words to be spoken are in 

our guidebooks and story books and The Lion Storyteller Bible.  Nobody has to think up 

what to say apart from the initial words of greeting.  That does not mean we have no 

creative input.  It’s the way we tell ’em!  It’s a dramatic reading.   Each member of the team 

speaks the words used by a particular character in the story and interacts with the other 

characters.  Sometimes we invite some children to help boost the numbers; there is never a 

shortage of volunteers!  Apart from the narrator we put on a simple ‘biblical’ costume to 

suggest our story was from somewhere far away and a long time ago. 

The children sit spellbound.  They love the stories.  As one told us, “The stories are 

exciting and different every time!”  The teams are on a rota so we only need to go into 

school once or twice a month.  Some of us love going, we try to attend more often.  If you 

would like to learn more about Open the Book please speak to me. 

Brian Wood 
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Revd Liz Palin 

As part of the third year of her curate training, Revd Liz is required to undertake a 

placement in another parish.  The purpose of the placement is to give curates an 

experience of a parish setting that is different from their own.  From Monday 13th January 

until Sunday 23rd February, Revd Liz will be on placement at Holy Apostles in Charlton 

Kings.  This is a benefice with just one church, in contrast to our five, and is also in the 

Evangelical tradition of the Church of England.  It will be interesting to hear about Liz’s 

experiences at Holy Apostles and also to learn of any insights she might gain.  Co-

incidentally a former curate, the Revd David Gardiner, also went to Holy Apostles for his 

placement. 

We wish Liz well for her placement but we will certainly miss her!  Whilst she is away, any 

of the things which she would normally be responsible for will be picked up by Fr Michael 

(and hopefully delegated to others!). 

Fr Michael 

 

 

The reality behind…. ‘The Real Christmas’  

This month’s main article has kindly been contributed by Joanne Moston, a familiar face at 

The Real Christmas (held on the 7th December last year). Joanne has been attending this 

joyful event for around six or seven years with her delightful stall of handmade goods, 

including embroidered bags, purses and small carved items made of olive wood, the profits 

from which help to support the refugee camp in the main article. At the last sale, Joanne 

raised an amazing £265. Some of us may have admired and then purchased these items (I 

myself have a small crib (shown)) without knowing the story behind them. I certainly didn’t 

until Joanne sent us her fascinating article, but I believe it is so important that we do know 

in order that we can support her, both in our actions and in our prayers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suzy Baldwin  
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Christmas Dinner 2013 

with St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke with Uckington 

The theme of this month's magazine is to show 

the work that goes on in the parishes by those 

who are sometimes not always to the fore. We 

have held for many years now a Christmas dinner, 

put on by the church for the community and so 

bringing in people who may not necessarily be 

part of the congregation. Mary Morris steps 

forward with her list drawn up of the helpers and 

who will peel the potatoes, and who will prepare 

the sprouts, make the stuffing balls, put out the 

tables and lay them up and also put up the 

decorations. The meal is the traditional Christmas 

turkey with all the trimmings followed by 

Christmas Pudding and Mince Pies. Of course the 

bar is open to bring even more merriment to the 

day. 

The meal has almost all been devoured by the 

time these pictures were taken and everyone 

looks relaxed. You might even spot some of the 

Clergy letting their hair down. 

The time honoured raffle takes place to give extra 

excitement. At the conclusion it is time to give a 

vote of thanks to the leaders who put on the 

event and in the last picture  

Mary Morris receives a bouquet from her 

granddaughter Immogen to say thanks from all of 

us for all her hard work.  

 

 

 

 

 

David Williams 
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MARLE HILL WI 

Unfortunately, our speaker for December was unable to come due to illness, so we enjoyed 

the evening with a game of Bingo, a quiz, a social chat over a cup of tea and mince pies before 

the business part of the meeting.  The new committee was introduced with their various 

duties.  Everyone agreed that the Birthday Party at the Muffin Man was once again a great 

success, as was the meal at Dine India.  Members had been busy making decorations (‘Five 

Gold Rings’) for our entry in the Christmas Tree Festival in St Lawrence Church. 

Our January meeting started with wishing everyone a Happy New Year and paying 

subscriptions for 2014.  Sam Cairney paid us a return visit, this time bringing her friend Ruth 

with her.  Hair and Beauty was the theme for the evening with Sam giving hints on hair care 

and a demonstration on Annette of styling.  Meanwhile Ruth had brought with her a range of 

makeup and skincare products, which she used on Wendy.  What an enjoyable evening to 

start the year on a dark and stormy night.  The two girls certainly brought some cheer and 

lots of useful hints with them. 

The Carol Concert in the Town Hall was much enjoyed with the WI Choir and guest artists 

including David and Carrie Grant, who even got the audience partaking!  The Christmas meal 

at the Apple Tree was a bit of a fiasco, however, we did get a reduction on the final bill and 

Phyllis got a free meal.  We will try somewhere else next year!  The Solo Club festive event at 

Wendy’s was more successful, I understand.  Two members joined Woodmancote WI for 

their party, though we were unable to attend that of Bishops Cleeve WI.  The news is that 

Woodmancote won the County Quiz and Frampton, who narrowly beat us in the semi-finals, 

won the Skittles Tournament. 

Looking to the future we have a Fish and Chip Lunch at the prize winning Simpsons, Ladies’ 

Day at the Races, four members have booked to go on the County Holiday to Derbyshire, 

there is stewarding at the National meeting at Leeds and catering at the Three Counties 

Show.  The list for Coffee Mornings and Tea Afternoons is filling up.  Outing possibilities are 

being looked into for the coming year with several destinations suggested. Watch this space! 

At our meeting on 3rd February Terry Shaughnessy is coming to speak on ‘Tall Ship Sailing’.  

Let us hope the storms have abated by then, or bring your seasickness remedies with you!  

If any of the above activities prove a temptation to join us, we always give visitors a warm 

welcome.  We meet at St Nicolas Church Hall, Swindon Lane at 7.30pm on the first (unless 

it is a Bank Holiday) Monday in the month.  

Sara Jeffries    
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North Cheltenham Churches Football Team 

Two good results and two disappointing results 

 

On 16 November NCC played their quarter-final cup match away to Trinity & 

Quedgeley. In the fourth minute Andrew Murton scored when his long-range shot 

entered the net. For much of the opening half each side had its respective attacks nullified, until 

half-time beckoned. Then Andrew Murton sped down the left wing and delivered a low cross, 

from which Ian Jones scored. T&Q began the second half with several attacks, which were 

blocked.  After Andrew Murton had hit a post, the home side came through the middle of the 

pitch, where their effort rebounded off a defender and entered the net.  Ten minutes later they 

scored again, from a corner, which set up a tricky finale. With several minutes left Ian Jones 

notched NCC’s winner.       Trinity & Quedgeley 2   NCC 3  

 

The following week NCC visited their local rivals St Matthews. In the opening 

minutes NCC created a few chances but was denied by the home keeper. Then, in 

the space of twenty minutes, Ian Jones completed a memorable first-half hat trick. His second 

goal was the best, made after he ran, like a greyhound, from half-way before firing past the 

keeper.  For much of the second half the play flowed up and down, with little to trouble either 

keeper. In the final minutes we had a spate of goals as each side collected two. Andrew Murton 

posted a volley and Andy Hill headed in a free kick; balanced by St Matthews scoring from a 

penalty and finally hammering in a rebound from the post.      St Matthews 2   NCC 5 
  

After a week’s break NCC travelled to Tewkesbury, where they had the opening 

chance but the keeper denied them. In turn the hosts were closed down at the final 

hurdle. Then, following a poor goal kick, Tewkesbury took the lead. Almost immediately NCC 

was level when Ian Jones headed into the far corner. Ten minutes into the new half Andrew 

Murton scored with a twenty-yard drive. The revitalised NCC created several chances but was 

repeatedly denied by the skills of the opposition keeper. With minutes remaining Tewskesbury 

grabbed a late equaliser after the NCC keeper parried a shot, and the ball fell into the path of 

an unmarked player, who slotted it into an empty net. In the closing stages NCC wasted 

several good chances, once after the ball hit a post.      Tewkesbury 2   NCC 2 

 

In the last game before Christmas NCC hosted Diamonds, and made a perfect start 

when Andrew Murton fired home a long-range effort. For much of the opening half 

NCC had most of the play but nothing more came of it. Just before half time the visitors 

scored two goals within five minutes. Again for most of the second half NCC created a series 

of opportunities. In the last few minutes Diamonds scored again before NCC pressure forced 

them to concede an own goal. NCC finished with two great near misses, and so suffered an 

undeserved defeat.     NCC 1   Diamond 2 

Michael Wyatt  
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Who is on the Lord’s Side 
Who is on the Lord’s side?  Who will serve the king? 

Who will be his helpers, other lives to bring? 

Who will leave the world’s side? Who will face the foe? 

Who is on the Lord’s side? Who for him will go? 

Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879). 

This month not so much a Bible passage rather part of a song recalled from my youth. 

Have you noticed the theme of this month’s magazine?  A themed magazine – good idea, 

keeps people interested and “on task”.  This month’s theme is “church working 

teams/volunteers” and I’d like to offer some reflections on how this theme of teams crops 

up in our bible and in our subsequent faith story. 

As churchgoers, we are probably aware of themes running through the Christian’s sacred 

scriptures, the Bible.  I have picked out a few and list them below. 

The relationship between the God of Israel and His people 

The ultimate triumph of good over evil 

The cyclical nature of life 

At the heart of our faith is the Trinitarian Team of God the Father, God the Son and God 

the Holy Spirit.  In the Old Testament the Israelite Team came out of Egypt led by their 

team leaders Moses and Aaron.  Much later and long after the teams of Old Testament 

Kings and Prophets had come and gone, along came the Magi, the team of astrologers who 

voluntarily noted and followed the new cosmic sign from the east to Jerusalem and on to 

Bethlehem to pay homage to Jesus the new born king.   

In adulthood Jesus drew volunteers to himself and formed a tight knit team of disciples.  

After his death and resurrection this team grew exponentially with the overt arrival of the 

Holy Spirit. Soon there were many teams of believers throughout the Middle East.: Team 

Corinth, Team Galatia, Team Ephesus, Team Philippi, Team Colosse. As time passed Team 

Orthodox, Team Coptic and Team Catholic emerged. 

Now at our parish level I know we have lots of volunteer teams (perhaps the Editor could 

have a competition with a prize for whoever lists the greatest number of church teams?!) – 

here’s a few for starters: bellringers, flower arrangers, football team, cake bakers, coffee 

brewers, bereavement visitors, LMT, PPY, hospital visitors, Open the Book.  A fuller list 

would use up the rest of my allocation of words..... 

But finally returning to my remembered song and the question it poses “Who is on the 

Lord’s side?”  Jesus himself in two of the gospels, when he was dealing with a situation that 

the disciples found hard, was asked pretty much the same question and we learn from his 

reply – “whoever is not against us is for us” Mark 9v40 and “whoever is not against you is for 

you” Luke 9v50.  Maybe to our mind those who really are in God’s teams do not always 

bear the correct labels or even labels which we would recognise but they are part of His 

larger and perfect picture.  Let’s not narrow our horizons too far.  

Last summer we heard a lot about Team GB.  My hope for this magazine is that it will 

enable you to hear a lot about Team G-zus. 

Sue Read 
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