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Young People Remember 

Our theme for this copy of the Parish magazine quite rightly focuses on the centenary of 

the First World War, and over the coming weeks and months we will be preparing to 

remember and recognise the actions taken one hundred years ago.  Up and down the 

country, events will be taking place in cities, towns and villages to commemorate these 

historic events. 

I was fortunate to travel to Belgium in June with 37 young people from my school to 

witness first hand some of the sites where the fierce fighting took place.  In the peaceful 

Belgian countryside it is hard to imagine the horrors that must have taken place in such a 

relatively small area.  On our travels we explored both Allied and German trenches, trying 

to picture what life must have been like for the young men serving their country in the 

most dreadful of conditions.  We stood with respect at Tyne Cot Cemetery where almost 

12,000 soldiers (many unknown) are buried together with the names of another 35,000 

soldiers inscribed  on the large memorial wall.  Our final evening saw us at the Menin Gate 

in Ypres for the daily last post ceremony - standing in silence with hundreds of fellow 

visitors, remembering the fallen. 

Our final visit took us to a small town, Poperinge, about five miles away from the front line 

to visit the Talbot House Museum. The building was used by the allied soldiers and gave 

them a place to sleep, relax and take stock, both before and during the frontline “hell” that 

was the Ypres Salient. Here we learnt what sort of entertainment the soldiers would 

experience, as well as getting the opportunity to wander around the tranquil gardens.  

However, hidden away at the top of the house, the resting soldiers had the opportunity for 

spiritual refreshment.   The jewel in the house was the chapel, where the resting soldiers 

could share in the Eucharist, hear the word of God and pray together for an end to the 

war; a place where they could remember the fallen, their friends and comrades.   

As I explored this quiet holy space, I was reminded of a particular passage from Matthew 

11:28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” To end with 

the words of Harry Patch, “A lot of us used to call it ‘the haven’ because that’s exactly what 

this place was to the men – a place of peace where you could relax, and that’s the only time 

you could forget the strain of war for a couple of hours.”  

Linda Biggs 
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Fr Michael and Gill Cozens cutting a Farewell Cake at St Nicolas’ Church 
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Editorial Team Corner 

100 years ago, on 28th June, the assassination in Sarajevo, capital of Bosnia, of Archduke 

Franz Ferdinand , heir to the throne of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and his wife, set  in 

motion a sequence of political events, eventually culminating in the Great War. 

Described by Hemingway as:  ‘The most immense butchery’, it claimed 37 million lives, 

wounded many more, and took a toll reaching far beyond its infamous battle trenches. 

As our nation undergoes its commemoration of the outbreak of WW1, I would like to 

highlight the range of personal tributes, memories and observations that have been sent to 

us for publication.  They can be found from page 4 onwards under the heading “Family 

Memories from World War 1”. They reflect the incredible importance of WW1,  not only 

in our history, but also in our family history.  

Feedback to the Editorial Team from several readers regarding our July theme of stained 

glass windows has been positive and encouraging. Our two current historical researchers, 

Edward Wyatt and David Williams, have yet again been ‘beavering  away’ , to record firstly, 

the life of  Ivor Guerney, a celebrated and revered Gloucestershire  composer and poet , 

who was featured as WW1 Composer of the week on BBC Radio 3 in early July. Secondly, 

the men from Elmstone Hardwicke who gave their lives in WW1 and are remembered on 

the St Mary Magdalene War Memorial. Within these pages you will also find information 

relating to the men of Prestbury who gave their lives for our country. 

I believe we have a ‘first’ in the magazine this month. This comes as a direct result of Janet 

Ford’s article on modern stained glass in our July issue and the subsequent link that John 

Moles made with his daughter.  Angie Brassey, (also on page 27) makes a significant point 

about links in our own lives. I hope you will follow her suggestion.  She makes an important 

point. I now illustrate a double link which occurred during a recent meeting of our Bible 

Page contributors. I explained our recent visit to Stanley Spencer’s Cookham (page 8) and 

our time in the Stanley Spencer Gallery, which contained not merely the summer 

exhibition, but memorabilia,  his palette and brushes and the pram he used to wheel his 

equipment around the village.    Beryl Elliot, who spent her childhood in a nearby village, 

recalled the small man with twinkling eyes and shaggy grey hair, (often wearing his pyjamas 

under his suit if it was cold) wandering the lanes of Cookham, pushing the old pram in 

which he carried his canvas and easel. She explained that his behaviour appeared eccentric 

and for someone as young as she, a little frightening. She had no idea at the time just how 

famous he was to become. 

Finally, you will all be delighted to know that over 180 copies of the July Children’s Corner 

were printed by Kate in our NCTM office and placed in the children’s homework bags. 

Please can I ask everyone to continue supporting this outreach initiative when the CC 

returns for the autumn in our October Magazine?   May I also highlight on pages 23 & 36 

PPY’s urgent need for volunteers on a Thursday night. 

The editorial team wish you all a happy summer, time with families, and time for rest and 

relaxation either at home or on holiday, and time for YOU. 

Jean Johnson  
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The Men in Blue 

Looking across the Wye Valley from the village of Tutshill where I was born,  you see  

Mount Pleasant on the opposite side and that was where the Ministry of Pensions Hospital 

was built in 1917.  In the town of Chepstow, I grew up used to seeing a number of men in 

blue suits, blue trousers, waistcoats, jackets and peaked caps.  They would usually be in 

pairs or perhaps with a man in a white jacket.  

Sometimes there would be a crisis, as one of the “blue men” fell to the ground and either 

had to be attended to on the spot, or wait for an ambulance to come along. It was so much 

a routine that it was a long time before I realised what it was about.  These were the men 

who had been wounded in the First World War and this would then be some sixteen years 

from the ending. Did it mean that they had been there all that time and would continue to 

live there?  And no doubt there were others who did not come into town, maybe only 

allowed out into the grounds. But what of the others who never needed a blue suit to wear 

because they never left the wards?  

As the years went by, their visitors would also have grown older until perhaps they were 

too frail to visit. How had their lives gone on without a husband, a father, a son, a brother, 

or the man they were going to marry? 

And what would be the life in those wards between the doctor’s rounds, the medicine 

trolleys and the food visits? What problems did the meals create when you had lost the 

incentive to eat, or the ability to feed yourself? 

How to pass the endless time?  Was it games of different sorts, or visitors to read to you 

when you had lost the ability to read for yourself, when it might have been one of your 

greatest pleasures? How do you fill in the time, when every day is much like the day before? 

Sleep can be so much a part of it. If there are dreams waiting in store, how much do you 

want to surrender yourself to the ever recurrent nightmares?  And not only your own, but 

the cries from others who suffered even more gravely than you.  

How much do you envy those others, who are able to put on those blue outfits and see 

what the town has to offer, or then have to be brought back by ambulance and be told that 

you had overdone it and have to stay near your bed. 

The almost unbelievable changes in the seasons which manage to change without any of 

your help or even recognition. Does the bunch of bluebells in the pot on the table mean 

that it is yet again spring, and you have missed a whole winter, autumn, and summer. Will 

you ever walk through the bluebell woods again wearing your blue outfit?    

You might remember Christmas, when the staff tried to bring some of the cheer that 

others accept as natural, but which has become so difficult for you. Do they have to sing 

forever  “Keep the home fires burning”  and  “Roses are blooming in Picardy”? 

There are always some things that you never forget and the unforgettable is with them 

every day. Does the Grim Reaper become even more welcome? At last, there is an ending.   

How many of us ever learn the price that some have to pay for the rest of their lives?   

Tudor Williams 
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Family Memories from WW1 

An ordinary “Tommy”, a Soldier of the 1914-18 War, born 1899 

On being approached to contribute something on this subject, my first reaction was that 

my father's war experience was very ordinary and not newsworthy.  However, perhaps the 

cumulative comments of those who were actually involved do help us to gain a little insight 

into the dreadful conditions they endured.  Like most returning soldiers my father rarely 

spoke of this time, and to gain even a partial picture one has to piece together anecdotes 

he did mention, and comments from family members. 

At the outbreak of war my father was fast becoming an important family worker on my 

grandfather's farm in Lancashire, helping to look after a dairy herd with the inevitable milk 

rounds, delivered to customers with the aid of a horse or pony.  Both he and my 

grandfather were deeply attached to the land and their animals, whose welfare was of 

paramount importance.  Nevertheless, my father wanted to join up and gave a wrong and 

younger age to do so.  He was assigned to the “Accrington Pals”, a nationwide scheme 

devised to keep volunteers from the same locality together. 

He was certainly in the trenches by 1916 and was temporarily withdrawn from the fighting 

twice, suffering from shell shock and the effects of mustard gas.  The experiences of those 

“going over the top” and the nature of the casualties are well documented.  My father did 

tell me himself that on one occasion he was the sole survivor amongst a number of his 

mates sheltering in a bunker.  The horses shared the same fate and injuries as the soldiers, 

and were also in constant danger of sinking and suffocating in the mud.  With his knowledge 

and love of horses their suffering also distressed him. 

Eventually in 1918 they reached Cologne, Köln in German, and some of the “Accrington 

Pals” said they had arrived home, as they lived in Colne in Lancashire.  There are 

commercial photos of my father as a soldier in postcard format with Cologne Cathedral in 

the background.  There are also some good photos of him still in uniform on horseback and 

I know he stayed in Germany for some time after the war had ended, exercising and 

looking after horses.  One perhaps unexpected development of this time was that he came 

to like the ordinary German people.  He began to question, as others did, whether the 

slaughter of this terrible war could somehow have been avoided. 

Nobody should imagine, however, that the soldiers returned home unscathed, and at a time 

when post-traumatic stress was probably not recognised.  At least my father, unlike so 

many of the returning soldiers, had meaningful and fulfilling work to return to.  But people 

said he was a changed man and the darker periods surfaced from time to time throughout 

his life.  The war never entirely ended for the ordinary “Tommy”, but then men, society 

and the world itself had changed forever. 

Audrey Bailey 
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Missing in Gallipoli August 1915 

My grandfather, Wilfrid Carless, was one of life's enthusiasts and, amongst many interests 

and activities, he was in the Territorial Army in the years leading up to 1914;  he was in the 

Herefordshire Regiment, being Hereford born and bred - as indeed am I. 

In 1915, the Herefords were sent to take part in the landings at Gallipoli; that great fiasco 

that Churchill hoped would relieve the pressure in Europe.  We have a delightful letter that 

Wilfrid sent from Alexandria on the way out to Gallipoli. He didn't realise that he would be 

dead in two weeks and that it would be his last letter. 

Wilfrid was reported "missing" on 12th August, just a couple of days after the Herefords 

landed at Suvla Bay; he was never found and I suppose that technically he is still missing.  

Communications weren't good in those days and there were many differing reports over 

several months as to where he might be.  The Hereford Times carried reports that he had 

been wounded, was in hospital on Lemnos, that he was not in hospital, then that he was in 

hospital in Alexandria, then that he was missing.  Then nothing.  His family just had to hope.  

Eventually the only hope was that he might have been taken prisoner. 

My mother was born in 1911 and her only memory of her father was his big boots!  A 

memory that stayed with her all her life was the sight of her mother, my grandmother, 

weeping as she scoured photographs of groups of prisoners held by the Turks in the hope 

that she might spot her missing husband.  A very great friend of my grandfather was also 

missing within a couple of days and the two widows remained close friends for all their 

lives. 

The surviving Herefords went from Gallipoli to Palestine and then to the Western Front 

and returned finally in 1919.  My mother and grandmother went to Southampton to see 

them return and hoped to get some more information about Wilfrid's death, but there was 

no more to be added to their knowledge. 

Of the 700 men who left to go to Gallipoli, only 40 odd returned in 1919; it can be literally 

said that the Herefords were decimated in the Great War as were so many regiments.  

Once she had accepted that Wilfrid was dead, my grandmother never complained she just 

got on with the job of bringing up her two daughters; they were a very stoical generation - I 

suppose that they had to be.  Perhaps there was some comfort in the fact that they were 

not alone in their bereavement, there were so many others in the same situation.  

Long after the war, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, a very great man who had commanded the 

Turkish defence of the Gallipoli Peninsular and who was then President of Turkey was 

visiting the UK and was asked to write some words of reconciliation and he wrote the 

following (the word "Mehmet" is the Turkish equivalent of our "Tommy"):-  

"Those heroes who shed their blood and lost their lives....You are now lying in the soil of a 

friendly country.  Therefore rest in peace.  There is no difference between the Tommies 

and the Mehmets to us.  Where they lie side by side here now in this country of ours...You 

mothers, who sent their sons from faraway countries wipe away the tears.  Your sons are 

now lying in our bosom and are in peace after having lost their lives on this land.  They have 

become our sons as well."  

Marcus Steel 
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English Folk Dancing behind the Front Line in WW1 

An article in "The Red Triangle" (the YMCA Journal) in 1918, and a report to the English 

Folk Dance Society in 1919, give us a very unusual view of WW1. In the latter years of the 

war, new recreation for soldiers behind the lines was needed. Concert parties were 

becoming unpopular as there was nothing new in them. The outcome was that Caroline 

Daisy Daking was sent out to France by YMCA in 1917 to teach Folk Dancing to the 

troops.  

Daisy was one of Cecil Sharp's (English musician 1859-1924) folk dancing teachers as well as 

being a member of YMCA. Full of enthusiasm and character, she was a tiny person loved by 

all who came into contact with her. She started with sword dancing as being more 

masculine, and gradually interest grew. Girls from the YMCA began coming in their spare 

time and so country dancing was introduced too. The whole experiment was a great 

success and more teachers from EFDS were sent. Daisy herself travelled many miles behind 

the lines bringing enjoyment and appreciation wherever she went.  Demonstrations and 

classes continued well into 1919. 

(Coincidentally a girl group at Glastonbury this year gave a brief description of her work 

and sang a song they had composed for her called "Daisy".) 

All this is documented in Hilary Clare's book "The Fine Companion" published by Abbey 

Chronicle and several of the Abbey Series of books by Elsie J Oxenham.  She herself 

described her work as "The very best job in France". 

Gillian Jackson 

 

The Great War 

My dad was in the First World War.  He never spoke about it but Mum said that he put his 

age up by one year to get recruited, as did a lot of other lads.  He was in France and when 

he returned he had suffered from mustard gas and consequently sometimes he stuttered.   

My uncle also went to war and came back having suffered trench feet. 

My mum's brother was killed and his body was never found.  Such a barbaric war, they 

couldn't even talk about it. 

Doreen Morris 

 

War Horses 

During WW1 my Father was a young lad working as a gardener for the Capel family at 

Prestbury House. 

One of his tasks was to collect horses from Lansdown Train Station. These horses, who 

had survived the War, were to be used for agricultural work, once they had had time to 

recuperate. 

Some of these horses, were brought to stables at the rear of Cressy House in the Burgage, 

so that they could recover.  

Maurice Newman  
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Stanley Spencer (1891-1959) Official 

WW1 War artist 

Some years ago, Father Paul Iles gave an illustrated talk to the 

Mothers’ Union on Stanley Spencer, one of Britain’s greatest 

painters, a visionary artist whose name became synonymous 

with the village he immortalised. For Spencer, Cookham was 

the scene of heavenly visitations. Since this talk I have awaited 

the opportunity to visit Cookham. 

Following a family celebration in Leatherhead over the 

weekend 5/6th July, I found myself in Cookham on 7th July 

2014. I was aware that over his lifetime he had painted over 

450 paintings and that WW1 had had a profound effect upon 

him. With limited time I decided to visit the current exhibition 

in the Stanley Spencer Gallery entitled ‘Paradise Regained: Stanley Spencer in the Aftermath 

of WW1’, and then drive down to Spencer’s personal War Memorial, the Sandham 

Memorial Chapel at Burghclere. But the latter plan was thwarted, as the Gallery staff 

explained that Sandham was closed for restoration and that some of the paintings had been 

sent to the Imperial War Museum.  It was probably fortuitous that my plan was reduced to 

Cookham alone as the current exhibition is detailed and can take several hours to view, and 

the renowned Cookham Walk, with its many pubs    and reference points for 27 of 

Spencer’s paintings can take a very long time! 

  

 ‘Travoys with wounded soldiers arriving at a dressing station at Smol, Macedonia, 

 in September1916’ 
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By the outbreak of WW1, Spencer’s work, including his self-portrait, was attracting the 

attention of a number of progressive art collectors, and in November of the year, Edward 

Marsh, private secretary to Winston Churchill, bought the picture for £18.00.  By 

December, Spencer was observing those back from the front, together with the village 

mourning its losses. He wrote: ‘The wounded are always quiet and never say a word about 

our not joining’. 

In the summer of 1915, he joined the Royal Army Medical Corps and was posted to 

Macedonia in 1916. He was stunned by the sights he saw from the troopship as it steamed 

up the Mediterranean.  ‘It makes me tremble down in my inside’. 

For many men toiling behind the front lines, military life was an intensification of 

industrialised shift work, a matter of loading, unloading, fetching and carrying:  ‘Before the 

battle, shells, after, stretchers’. 

Later, Spencer applied to transfer to the Infantry and went to the front line in 1917. He was 

an official war artist and his officially commissioned war picture:  

‘Travoys with wounded soldiers arriving at a dressing station at Smol, Macedonia, in 

September1916’ was his largest work to date. It is now in the Imperial War Museum and 

one of the most notable images to emerge from WW1. It commemorates the British attack 

on Machine Gun Hill in September 1916, when Spencer, as an Orderly on the 68th Field 

Ambulance RAMC, helped transport the wounded to an old Greek Church, used as a 

dressing station behind the front line. 

Wounded soldiers were transported in travoys, which were mule drawn mountain sledges, 

suitable for the mountainous Macedonian terrain. 

 

Within the current exhibition there are comments and displays from visiting schoolchildren.  

They highlight as poignant Spencer’s feelings following his return to Cookham in 1918:   

He said that he had lost that ‘early morning feeling, which had so awakened his spirit’. 

To conclude, I hope that before the end of this centenary commemoration of WW1, we 

have an article to share with you celebrating Spencer’s magnificent Sandham Memorial 

Chapel at Burghclere.  It is one of the greatest of all war memorials with murals depicting 

his life in the Army.  

                                                                                     Jean Johnson  

Source: 

1. Stanley Spencer Gallery, Summer Exhibition 2 April – 2 November 2014  

Paradise Regained, Stanley Spencer in the Aftermath of the First World War 

2. A Guided Walk Round Stanley Spencer’s Cookham (Friends of the Stanley Spencer Gallery, 1994) 
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Immortalised in Stained Glass (part 2) 

Part two of Gloucestershire personalities begins with the poet and composer Ivor Gurney, 

1890-1937; a name unfamiliar to many. Born in Gloucester, he won a scholarship to the 

King’s School where he learnt to play the organ, under the tutelage of Sir Arthur Brewer. 

At fourteen, Gurney began composing; he sang in the 1907 Three Choirs Festival before 

going to the Royal College of Music. Among the many with whom he studied were Ivor 

Novello, Herbert Howells, Ralph Vaughan Williams, Gustav Holst, John Ireland, Arthur 

Bliss, Robert Bridges, Robert Graves and Gerald Finzi. In his short life Gurney set many 

lyrics to music, for example sonnets by Shakespeare, as well as his own creation entitled 

Severn Wanderer, composed in 1917, and he began to write poetry. Although his style may 

inhibit flow, the content of his lines reflect his great love, and knowledge, of 

Gloucestershire.  

In February 1915, Gurney enlisted in the Gloucestershire Regiment, and saw service on the 

Somme, where he was wounded, and at Passchendaele, where he was gassed and invalided 

home. All the time his poetry (well worth a read) kept coming, a moving epitaph to the 

man, and something which may have helped to maintain his deteriorating sanity, linked with 

impromptu concerts which may have transported the men to more tranquil times or 

peaceful places. His haunting poem, The Silent One, depicts the horror of going over the top, 

and describes two soldiers sprawled dead, snarled on the barbed wire. Ivor Gurney wrote 

over 1,500 poems, many have yet to be published! 

Sadly, much of his later life was spent in the asylum, where he died in 1937. He lies buried 

in Twigworth churchyard, marked by a clear and simple headstone. A window, containing 

four heraldic badges connected with the life of Gurney, is located in the church of St Mary 

de Lode. Recently, two Tom Denney commemorative windows, each of four panels, have 

been installed in the cathedral, on the north side of the Lady Chapel, and were dedicated in 

April 2014. Veiled across the eight lights are aspects of Gurney’s life; each echoes one of his 

poems, and often a feature of the county is pictured. Space does not allow a detailed 

analysis of the windows, but I think panels five and six, shown on the next page, are the 

most compelling. Panel five, based on his poem Pain, whose final line reads, The amazed 

heart cries angrily out on God, depicts shell holes cradling skeletons; in the distance are 

marching men, ghost-like; are they a dream or the aspiration of Gurney to be back in 

Gloucestershire?  The adjacent panel, based on the poem To His Love, was written following 

the presumed death of his great friend Will Harvey. Gurney wrote of their pleasure in 

walking and sailing, and continued with the words, so cover him over with violets of pride, 

purple from Severn side. At the bottom of the panel Denny has placed a head, just visible, and 

set on purple flowers!   

Also in the cathedral a plaque, to our Poet of Severn and Somme, can be found near to the 

tomb of Edward II, and, as a mark of recognition, another is located in Poets’ Corner, 

Westminster Abbey. In the small chapel on the south of the Lady Chapel are panes 

commemorating both Sir Arthur Brewer and Herbert Howells.  

Space allows only a brief mention of other windows commemorating well-known people in 

Gloucestershire. The church at Sudeley Castle contains the tomb of Katherine Parr, 

surviving wife of King Hal. She moved to Gloucestershire with her new husband. Inside the  
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restored church are several windows depicting a host of people, including Henry VIII, 

Edward VI, Prince Rupert and Sir Ralph Boteler.  

 

My final group of personalities are 

writers, of words and music. Wilbert 

Audry, a man with a passion for 

trains, began writing the Thomas the 

Tank Engine series for his young son 

Christopher, who took over the role 

later. In 1965 Rev W Audry moved to 

Rodborough where he celebrated 

sixty years as a minister. A stained 

glass window in the church 

commemorates this, and depicts both 

Thomas and Wilbert; he is closing the 

door of the engine shed for the final 

time.  

As far as I can tell, two composers are only remembered by their music! Ralph Vaughan 

Williams was born at Down Ampney, in 1872, and many will connect this name to a hymn 

tune. Gurney was present at the premiere of his Fantasia on a Theme by Thomas Tallis, in 

1907, see above. Despite his age he volunteered to serve as a stretcher-bearer during the 

Great War. Two years younger is Gustav Holst, 1874-1934, born in Cheltenham, and 

remembered by many for his depiction of the planets. Although I do not profess to know 

every commemorative window in the county I have not found any to the memory of 

Vaughan Williams or Holst; can anyone enlighten me; and furthermore, are there any other 

famous county dignitaries who deserve a mention?  

  

Panel 5 & 6 of the Tom Denney commemorative windows 

Edward Wyatt 
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Food for Thought at St Nicolas 

When you come to church, you hear, speak and sing many words, in prayers, hymns, 

readings and sermons. There are also brief moments of silence. Do you find some of these 

words particularly relevant to your beliefs? Would you answer: (a) always, (b) often, (c) 

sometimes, (d) never? If you answer (d) you may be in the wrong place! Otherwise, what is 

your reaction to the words you have heard, spoken, or sung? Do you discuss them 

afterwards over coffee or challenge or congratulate the priest on the way out? Or are you 

so preoccupied with church news and business, or the need to “catch up” with friends, that 

you forget all about the purpose of the service? 

If you would welcome an opportunity to consider some aspects of our faith in more depth, 

“Food for Thought” is for you. It is an initiative springing from the St Nicolas Church Vision 

Plan. It aims to offer an opportunity for us to tap into the experience, scholarship and 

enthusiasm which are richly available to us. Through a series of up to six mini-lectures a 

year, we will be able to deepen our knowledge and understanding of a wide range of 

subjects relevant to our spiritual growth. 

The subject of the first talk by Canon Paul Iles, 

was “Sounds and Silence: Liturgy in Action” A 

time to mourn and a time to dance. (Ecclesiastes 

3, 4). Father Paul began by showing the picture 

“The Mountain, the River and the Open 

Horizon” by the Chinese painter Shi Tao (1642-

1707). He quoted from a commentary by 

Professor George Pattinson: “It is the spaces as 

much as the lines and areas of colour that hold 

the picture together and make it a coherent 

whole”. Father Paul said that as we think about 

Christian Liturgy, using this picture as a starting 

point, we can sense the variety and unique 

combination of activities which Christians use in 

worship, a series of contrasts – sounds and 

silence, movement and stillness, doctrine and 

discovery, story and response, word and 

sacrament, presentation and reflection, corporate 

and private. He said we need a frank exchange of what is working for us in worship and 

what is not, that we must listen to God and one another. 

The Anglican Liturgy in the Book of Common Prayer is based on the regular recitation of 

the Psalms in Matins and Evensong, covering all great moments of life and faith. The 

Eucharist takes its starting point from Jesus’ own actions and desire at the Last Supper. 

These services are the “shapes” of our worship. Every week we proclaim “Christ has died, 

Christ is risen, Christ will come again.” What does this mean in today’s world? 

During times of change in organised religions and with the decline of faith, there have been 

attempts to fill the “spaces” by giving Christianity a new programme or by suggesting a 
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secular liturgy, (Alain de Botton), or even raising football to a kind of alternative religion 

with rituals, chants and songs. 

Father Paul then used illustrations to show how the Renaissance brought about a new 

approach to some of the Bible stories. The Supper at Emmaus, little illustrated in mediaeval 

times, became popular.  He showed and commented on pictures by Rembrandt (1606 – 69) 

and Velasquez (1599-1660). Their pictures show a fascination with light and shade, with the 

mystery of the disappearance and reappearance of Christ. They also show a growing interest in 

the everyday life of ordinary people. The blessing of the bread is a symbol of our daily human 

experience while also revealing who Jesus is and our relationship through him to the Father. 

Father Paul concluded by saying how the importance of Easter was “carried over from the 

Bible into the church” It was given more coverage than any of the other Christian festivals. 

It was “Christianity’s answer to the problem of the unmerited affliction of the 

innocent”….“It confronted suffering humanity with the unsurpassed suffering of the divine 

sacrifice.” (Drury, Music at Midnight).    After showing us further pictures of the Supper at 

Emmaus, Father Paul provided us with a wonderful selection of poems, prayers and ideas to 

enable us to study the subject further at home. 

The second talk by Canon John Mead, on Saturday 5th July was on “Creation, Genesis 2 vv 

19-20, A Process of Co-operation.”  Father John gave us copies of two paintings, “The Holy 

Trinity” 1427, by Masaccio, and the Resurrection of the Soldiers” 1928-9, by Stanley 

Spencer on the wall of Sandham Memorial Chapel. He used them to illustrate the 

enormous subject he had chosen, and his comments and interpretation were, as always, 

enlightening. He also used music from Schubert and Mozart, readings of the Latin and 

English versions of the Dies Irae of Mozart’s Requiem, to convey the beauty and awe which 

the Creation inspires. 

Father John began by tackling the difference between myth and historical fact, quoting from 

Dr Samuel Hooke:”- a myth can, and often does represent a kind of truth which cannot be 

expressed in historical categories.” He read the verses of his title, where God invites Adam 

to name the creatures in the Garden of Eden, thus enabling Adam to co-operate with God. 

He went on to consider the serpent, evil, Christ’s death on the Cross and the relationship 

between God, Christ and mankind. Poems by Mathew Arnold and George Herbert were read. 

Among his suggestions for further reading was “Theology for a Scientific Age” by Arthur 

Peacocke, which poses the challenge hinted at in Fr John’s subject. “The enterprise of co-

creating with God as creatures, could also provide the basis for a new mode of interaction 

of science and Christian theology. For those who aspire to co-create with God in nature 

will need more and better-informed science and technology in order to provide for human 

needs and to respect the rest of the world, living and non-living.” 

Father John concluded by reading George Herbert’s poem “Love bade me welcome”, with 

Jenny, as a dialogue. This seemed to me a resumé of the theme of his talk, man’s feeling of 

unworthiness and God’s generous, forgiving love. 

I think that you will agree that we were given plenty of food for thought. The next talk in 

this series will be in early November, by Professor Andrew Lincoln, Professor of New 

Testament Studies at the University of Gloucestershire.  

Paddy Spurgeon 
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The Resurrection of the Soldiers 1928-9  by Stanley Spencer 

 

More details of the works of Stanley Spencer may be found by visiting stanleyspencer.org.uk  
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Forthcoming Events 

St Mary’s Heritage Weekend 12/13/14 September 

St Mary’s will be open at the following times: 

Friday 12th   from 10am-5pm  

Saturday13th  from 10am-5pm 

Sunday 14th  from 2pm-5pm 

Teas will be served on all 3 days. 

Elmstone Hardwicke Heritage weekend 

The church is open Saturday 13th September from 10am-4pm 

and Sunday 14th from noon to 3pm.  

Refreshments are available on both days. 

Running for The Rock 

On 7th September, an intrepid band of supporters of the Rock will be attempting the 

challenge of the Cheltenham half marathon. The team includes Stephen Murton and myself. 

Preparations are going well, we are trying to keep injury-free - although I am sure the old 

adage 'no pain no gain' will be true! We are raising money for The Rock, a charity with a 

strong Christian foundation, working especially with disadvantaged and vulnerable young 

people through schools and youth work. The Rock is based in St Peter's Church, on 

Tewksbury Road within the North Cheltenham Team area. If you would like to sponsor 

our brave (or mad?) band in supporting The Rock's crucial work, please contact me 

(01242)520534 or Stephen or log on to www.justgiving.com/the-rock/ 

Andy Macauly (Operations Director, The Rock) 

 

Reading Group  

The next meeting of the Reading Group will take place at 7.30pm on Wednesday 27th 

August at Prestbury URC. The book we will be discussing will be 'The Rosie Project'. A 

handsome thirty-nine year old geneticist has never progressed to a second date. He devises 

The Wife Project, a scientific test to find the perfect partner. However, nothing goes to 

plan as he attempts to reconcile his head and his heart. 

Please contact Mary Cummings to find out more information about the Group. 

 

 

URC Coffee Mornings & Autumn Bric-a-Brac  

Please join us for our monthly Saturday coffee morning on 2nd August from 10.30-

12.00.  Raffle, books and cake stall. Not to mention the legendary toasted teacakes!  

In September, as well as the Coffee Morning on 6th September, we will also be holding our 

Autumn Bric-a-Brac sale.  Good quality donations very welcome – please contact Fiona on 

Cheltenham 511143. 

https://www.justgiving.com/the-rock/
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Cheltenham Cantilena Orchestra Charity Family Concert  

Sunday 28th September at 3.00pm in Cheltenham Town Hall 

Cheltenham Cantilena Orchestra will present ‘Vive La France’– a family concert in aid of 

the British Heart Foundation and Kenya Projects UK - featuring popular music in an exciting 

and varied programme including Dukas The Sorcerer's Apprentice and Saint-Saëns Organ 

Symphony (as featured in the feature film ‘Babe’). 

Young performers from local schools will sing songs from Les Miserables, and dance to 

music by Ravel. 

Tickets £12 adults, £5 under 16, available from Town Hall Box Office 0844 576 2210 or 

http://www.cheltenhamtownhall.org.uk/ 

This will be an entertaining concert in aid of very good causes, with several players from 

the parish. We look forward to seeing you there!  

Wendy Price  

 

 

 

C4 Children’s Choir rehearsals – advance notice 

On Friday 17th October at 6.0pm, the C4 Children's Choir begin rehearsals for their 

Christmas production at Prestbury URC. 5-10 year olds are most welcome. 

 

 

 

 

Friends of St Mary’s DIY WineTasting 
This will take place on Saturday 30    Friday 29 August  in the garden of Dunelm, Finchcroft 
Lane.   Details to follow. 
 

 

  

 

Celebrate! Summer break 

The last Celebrate! for this “term” will be on Sunday 20th July.  

We start again on Sunday 7th September. 

 
 

Watch out for information about Celebrate!’s 10th Birthday in October. 

  

http://www.cheltenhamtownhall.org.uk/
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August Calendar 

Sun  3 TRINITY 7 

Wed  6 Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Sun  10 TRINITY 8 

Mon 11 Clare of Assisi 

Fri  15 The Blessed Virgin Mary 

Sun  17 TRINITY 9 

Sun  24 Bartholomew the Apostle 

Sun  31 TRINITY 10 

September Calendar 

Sun  7 TRINITY 11 

Sun  14 TRINITY 12 

Mon  15 Holy Cross Day 

Sun  21 TRINITY 13  

Mon   22 Matthew, Apostle and evangelist 

Sun  28 TRINITY 14 

Mon  29 Michael and All Angels 

 

 

 

August Diary 

Fri  8  Wedding rehearsal 

Sat  9  Wedding 

Wed  13   Visiting ringers 

Mon  18  LMT 

Wed  20 1430 Welcome on Wednesday 

Sun  24  Afternoon Baptisms 

Sun  31  Afternoon baptisms 

 

September Diary 

Wed  3  Confirmation follow up 

Fri  5   Burial of ashes 

Mon 8 1930 Magazine Editors Meetings 

Sat 13  Heritage weekend 

   LMT 

Mon 15 1930 Communications group 

Wed 17 1430 Welcome on Wednesday 

Sun  1  Baptism 

Wed 24  Visiting Ringers 

Fri  26  Wedding rehearsal 

Sat 27  Wedding 
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We’ll miss them when they move away 

The Bishop placed us in a Team He likes the Catholic ritual  

With a parish up the road with bells and smoke; (no lace;)  

and as they had a priest to spare But when “The Lord is with you”  

He came to share the load He hits the Deacon’s face  

 

The house was big and draughty It’s a shame we’ve had to share him 

The decor out of date Just think how he’d have thrived 

We cut the grass before they came on time in bed and money saved,   

And helped them with the paint. with the car safe on the drive 

 

The church clock kept his wife awake The cars went forth and multiplied 

The traffic drove them wild At first just two, now three 

But the big house and the garden and a sports car in the garage. 

Were perfect for a child They need one each, you see, 

 

God gave them next-door neighbours Cos when they move to Dursley 

with playmates ready-made And we’ve bid them all farewell 

who ate them out of house and home it’s fifteen miles to A&E, 

caused havoc when they played. If they start to feel unwell. 

 

Now Michael said he couldn’t sing The trip to school is rather long 

It simply wasn’t true The journey’s not well-known 

He managed Mass and Evensong Gill’s going to need a Sat Nav 

And sang Hail Marys too. To find her way back home 

 

He started training curates We’ll miss them when they move away 

God sent him quite a few The Team will be one less; 

He can’t get rid of one of them They go with all our love and prayers 

She’s stuck to us like glue We wish them all the best 

Deacon Jennifer 

 

 

Having missed all the farewell/party celebrations for Fr Michael, Gill, Anna and Simon, it was 

a joy to be able to attend the Licensing at Dursley. We travelled by coach from St Nicolas 

car park and were greeted at Dursley with sunshine and the sound of church bells!!.   The 

whole experience was wonderful and very moving...the welcome from Dursley was 

warm...the church of St James the Great was absolutely packed.  Beautiful singing by the 

choir and congregation.  Bishop Michael's sermon was meaningful and thought-provoking.   

After the service we were entertained with a lovely buffet supper and wine and soft drinks 

were available. Fr Michael, Gill, Anna and Simon ..we send you off with our love...  

We will miss you all .. but wish you the very best for the future.  Thank you for all your 

love, care, compassion and support over the years.  

Marilyn Powell 

  



August / September 2014  Prestbury Parish Magazine 

 

~ 20 ~ 

 

Thank You and Farewell 

Posh frocks and fizz for Fr Michael’s last Sunday at 

St Nicolas … and a cake …. and presents 

 

More presents and cake at Fr Michael’s 

last Sunday in St Mary’s church
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On Sunday 15th June St Nicolas’ church was filled to overflowing for a grand send-off party! 

 

On Wednesday 9th July all North Cheltenham congregations packed St James the Great, 

Dursley for Fr Michael’s Licensing 
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Farewell to Father Michael 

On Wednesday 9th July, Fr Michael was licensed by the Bishop of Gloucester as Priest-in-

Charge (Rector Designate) of his new Parish.  A very large number of us from North 

Cheltenham travelled to the Church of St James the Great in Dursley to be with him and 

his family at this very special service. 

Just over three weeks prior to this date, North Cheltenham held our farewell service and 

party for Fr Michael (and his family) - a wonderful occasion that demonstrated the sincere 

love and affection felt for him and his family across the whole team. 

Father Michael is very keen that people should know the details of the various gifts he was 

given as, in his words, he and the family were "overwhelmed by the incredible generosity 

shown to us in so many wonderful gifts." 

Gifts from each of the four Parishes were presented at the end of his final farewell service: 

from Elmstone Hardwick a lovely Chiminea plus some logs to burn; from Swindon Village a 

beautiful Acer tree in a pot, an attractive tub to plant it in and some special soil to use for 

this; All Saints presented him with a voucher towards purchasing a greenhouse, and a 

framed photograph of their congregation; Prestbury Parish (St Mary and St Nicolas) gave Fr 

Michael a sick communion set and for Gill an all-singing, all dancing coffee machine, and for 

them both wine glasses engraved with their names plus some wine to go with them; these 

items were brought into the church in a large wicker log basket - a gift from Mason and 

Stokes. 

Having been at St Mary and St Nicolas for all of his seventeen years, each church presented 

him with an extra gift at his last Sunday Eucharist with them - from St Nicolas an icon and a 

paperweight and a kitchen top protector for Gill; from St Mary's a Sat Nav plus case and an 

orchid for Gill. 

The remaining money from each church, once the gifts had been purchased, was given as a 

cheque for the family to use as they wished. 

Following the Service everyone went outside on to St Nicolas field to enjoy a variety of 

refreshments and to spend time socialising with people from across the Team. It was a truly 

marvellous event - a real 'Team Effort' and a fitting tribute to our departing Rector who has 

worked so hard to make us into a Team. 

We will miss him and his family, but send him on his way to his new parish in Dursley with 

our love and prayers as he continues in the work God has called him to do. 

Mary Turner 
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From the Registers 

Baptisms 

June 29 Ryan Paul Nicholas Thompson  

Lauren Jade Thompson 

Thanksgiving for the birth of child 

June  29  Emily Parker 

Weddings 

June 21 Stephen Reynolds & Chloe Middleton 

July   4 Michael Freestone & Lynda Jackson 

 5 Benjamin Webster & Claire McQuillan 

Funeral 

July  9 John Boxwell 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
… 
 

 

 

  

PPY VOLUNTEERS 

The numbers of young people (11yrs upwards) attending our Thursday night group at 

St Nicolas Hall, (Swindon Lane, Prestbury, 7.15-9.15pm) are increasing. 

So that we don’t have to turn anyone away we are URGENTLY seeking more 

Volunteer helpers from the age of 18 upwards. 

CALLING ALL SCHOOL LEAVERS AND STUDENTS AND PEOPLE IN THE 

COMMUNITY! All you need is commitment to young people. 

For the many people who help already, please spread the word amongst your family 

and friends. 

Contact:  Hannah Bennett  on  youth@ppy.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:youth@ppy.org.uk
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St Mary Magdalene’s World War 1 Memorial    

Coming to write this article, I felt very unprepared.  My interest in the subject had been 

kindled some time before the last Remembrance Day as I wondered who the men were on 

the War Memorial in St Mary Magdalene.  Did any of the relatives still live in the parish?  

How old were they when they died and where did they die?  I suppose a mild interest had 

been stimulated back in 1958 with the relocation of the War Memorial into the Church, 

from a glass fronted shelter on the Tewkesbury Road outside of Cremyll.  This shelter can 

still be seen.  It seems the Memorial had been placed here following a disagreement with 

the Vicar.  At the time of its relocation two more names were added on a brass plaque put 

under the stone scroll, and at the same time four names of the fallen from the Second 

World War were included. 

 
 

The brass plaque had been inscribed by Roy Smith of the Army Camp at Ashchurch.  This 

raises the question as to why two new names had been added so many years later. 
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Earlier this year I used the website www.forces-war-records.co.uk for each name.  This 

began to give a wider picture, the commemorated were not all in the Gloucestershire 

Regiment.  Some details were scarce as to where they died but did give the date of death.  

Putting these dates together gave me the biggest surprise of all, three of the soldiers died 

on 3rd December 1917.  As this must have been the same battle I needed to do some 

more research. 

Google is marvellous, these three unfortunates died in the German counter-attack at the 

Battle of Cambrai.  This was one of the First Tank Battles and all went well until the 

Germans counter-attacked and I suppose this is where they lost their lives. 

I had been given the name of WW1 Museum at New Court on the Landsdown Road, 

Cheltenham.  The artefacts have been gathered by Melissa Webb over the last 30 years, but 

sadly she has to move out, as the building has been sold.  This was one of 26 Hospitals in 

the Great War in Cheltenham.  She is now looking for a new location for her valuable 

collection.  So look out for her when she finds a new home as it is well worth a visit.  

David Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you look after someone who is frail, ill or disabled? 

Would you like helpful information, advice and support? 

Then please come along to Prestbury Carers Group! 

Prestbury Carers Group is a support group offering carers the chance to meet others in a 

similar situation for emotional and practical support. 

Benefits of attending include: 

Sharing experiences with others who understand 

Discovering the way others cope with, manage or overcome various issues 

Having fun together 

Mutual support from within the group 

Making new friends 

Learning about local services and support 

Listening to health/social care/other professionals 

We usually meet on the last Monday of the month (unless a bank holiday or August), in the 

lounge at Cumming Court, New Barn Lane, Prestbury, GL52 3LX, 11.00am-12.30pm. 

For further information please contact: 

Sandy Iles 01242 676096 or e mail sandy.iles@glos-care.nhs.uk 

  

http://www.forces-war-records.co.uk/
mailto:sandy.iles@glos-care.nhs.uk
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Links and Synchronization 

It never fails to amaze me how many links and synchronicities there are in life.  In the July 

edition of the Parish Magazine under the heading ‘Contrasting Effects’, Janet Ford included 

two pictures of the Meeting House at the University of Sussex.  These photographs showed 

the stunning windows in the circular ‘chapel’ designed by Sir Basil Spence.  Janet’s 

connection with the Meeting House was that her daughter was married there in March.   

Another link with St Nicolas became apparent when my daughter, Justine, visited St. 

Nicolas in July.  On seeing the photographs, Justine pointed out that in the second picture 

on p9, the honeycombed wall to the right, which reflects the beautiful stained glass window 

to the left was designed by her.  RH Partnership, the practice she worked for at that time, 

asked her to take on a commission by Sussex University to bring Sir Basil’s building up to 

date, no pressure then!  The most essential thing was to install a lift to enable everyone to 

reach the main meeting space on the first floor.  This required a screen at first floor level to 

obscure the lift shaft and mechanism.  To respect Sir Basil’s concept of walls punctured by 

light, she designed a honeycombed brick wall, which may be seen in the picture, to perfectly 

reflect the window on the left and thus enhance this inspiring meeting place, whilst 

providing the necessary access so that all may enjoy it. 

John Moles 

I am intrigued by the synchronicities in life.  On reading a draft of John's article I was 

fascinated by this double link with St Nicolas.  Please look out for more links/synchronicities 

in your own life and maybe share them with us in the Parish Magazine. 

Angie Brassey  
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Friends of St Mary’s BBQ – Sunday 13th July 

The 2014 ‘Friends’ BBQ was held on Sunday 13th July on the Scout field on the Burgage and 

was attended by one hundred members and friends. 

Following a spell of settled sunny warm weather, the early morning working party was faced 

with grey skies and heavy showers. Undeterred, tents and gazebos were erected and tables 

and chairs set out. 

 

Where’s the sun? 

As the afternoon progressed the sky brightened and the temperature rose. Members and 

friends soon settled in and enjoyed their pre-lunch drinks and chat. 

The BBQ meats were cooked by Nigel from Waghorne’s, the village butcher, who was ably 

assisted by Julia. A variety of salads was available and a dessert of meringues, fresh 

strawberries and cream completed the lunch. 

                 
Lunch time 

Live music was provided throughout the afternoon by Anthony Vukic and Eleanor Fagan. 

 

A really good time was had by all – see you all again next year! 

Phil Dodd 
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Lest We Forget 

War Graves in St Mary’s Churchyard 

. . . .  

(From left to right) the graves of Pte RJ Dowdeswell,  Capt AV Holman, 

Major A M Inglis DSO,  Pte AG Louis,  Pte JG Webber 

Details of these graves and other commemorations to be found in our churchyard may be 

found on the internet at http://remembering.org.uk/prestbury_memorial.htm 

 

 

 
Pray for the souls of the men from this parish who gave their lives for their country 

 in the Great War 1914 - 1918.  Jesu Mercy. 
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The Great War 

It was originally called the Great War because it involved so much of the world.  It was 

originally called ‘the war to end wars’ because people really believed that it was the end of 

warfare as a way of settling disputes. Yet it was followed by World War 2. I had direct 

experience of war as a boy, when our house was demolished by a bomb in 1941 in front of 

my eyes.  

But I had, of course, no direct experience of World War 1. My experience of the Great 

War is, like most people’s, through the memories of others. Yet thinking about what it 

must have been like and the horrors of trench warfare has always moved me. 

I remember my mother, who was in her teens at the time, telling me how in church with 

her friends they had listened, shedding tears, to the list of those local young men who had 

been killed during the past week. She remembered seeing Zeppelins over a small 

Hampshire village. 

When I received an account of my forebears from an archivist I discovered that a distant 

relation, Hedley Saunders Griffin, who was born in 1897 and served in France as a 2nd 

Lieutenant, died of wounds in German hands in August 1917. He was posthumously 

decorated in 1922, one of the many gallant men who died as a result of the carnage of the 

western front. 

Most English villages possess a war memorial. Most will have an engraved list of those who 

died in the service of their country. What makes most of the lists of the Great War dead 

so sad is when the lists refer to several members of the same family who were killed 

showing how many small communities were decimated. 

“We will remember them.”  

Ralph Griffin 
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Prestbury Mothers’ Union 

Families come First in Gloucester Cathedral on 28th June was a busy event and many 

families and casual visitors attended throughout the day, including the Bishop of Tewksbury 

who also led evensong at the end of the afternoon. 

What a variety of stalls, information and activities - and the refreshments provided by 

Cirencester Deanery were delicious. 

Thank you to all those who helped on our stall, which raised £61, and to the many who 

contributed sweets to sell. 

August is a holiday month and there will be no meeting. 

The September meeting is lunch at The Swan in Coombe Hill on Tuesday 23rd 

September at 12.30. This is open to all so if you would like to join us please book your 

place through me and choose your menu in advance. Sharing a meal together is a grand 

opportunity to get to know one another and talk to those whom we always seem to miss 

at meetings. 

Happy holidays, outings, gardening, or whatever you enjoy during August. 

Gill Cartwright (Branch Leader) 

 

July Walk 

The weather forecast for 28th June was for 

a dry morning and a wet afternoon! 

However, it was the opposite! 

Despite this, nine of us set out for 

Beckford, parked at the village hall and 

decided that the rain was localized so we 

would take the risk and walk. 

Beckford is a delightfully pretty village, 

especially only recently having had an Open 

Gardens Weekend. We took a track up 

part of Bredon Hill, not planning to go far 

up, but to turn off and follow a circular route back to the village. This didn’t quite turn out 

as planned, but the weather brightened up and we had wonderful views over the Vale of 

Evesham.  

We met a group of horse riders who knew the area well, so after some discussion we 

retraced our steps back to our cars. The views were magnificent, we were walking downhill 

and the sun appeared so we were in good spirits. We drove back to the Teddington Arms 

arriving only ten minutes later than planned, to have a most enjoyable and well-earned 

lunch. 

Thank you Nigel & Gill for a very pleasant and healthy morning! 

Marion Povey  
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Prestbury Flower Arranging Club  

We are having Wendy Lawrence as our demonstrator on Monday 28th July, with ‘Jewels in 

July’.  

In August we do not have a meeting, so our next meeting will be on 22nd September, with 

Beryl Griffiths and her demonstration ‘The Pleasure is Mine’.  

I would like to thank everyone who helped with the fashion show back in 

June.  It was a great success and we will have to think what we can put on 

next year as a fund raiser!!! 

For our outing this year, we are going to The Hop Pocket, then on to the 

gardens at Hampton Court in Herefordshire for a walk around the 

gardens and a cream tea. The date is Wednesday 24th September, and 

the price is £20.  For more information please get in touch via one of the numbers below.  

Our club meets at Prestbury Hall on Bouncers Lane on the fourth Monday of the month. 

Visitors are always welcome, £6 payable at the door.  

If you would like more information about the club, please ring Esther on 515478 or Shirley 

on  234472 . 

Esther Wilson 

 

Apologies 

We wish to apologise again to Fr Michael and Richard Mason for the poor reproduction of 

their photographs in some copies of the June issue of the magazine  and in the July 

magazine.  We are told the technical problem with the copier has been fixed.  Here again 

are the pictures that appeared on pages 4 and 41 of the June magazine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let us hope for third time lucky! 
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Changes to PPY 

PPY has seen some change over the past year.  We have three groups:   

Community Challenge: 

This runs as a project with a small group of 14-15 year olds who are struggling in 

mainstream education. We offer them the chance to build up their self-esteem by partaking 

in local community projects and visiting local organisations, building up their skills base 

through achieving practical activities such as bike maintenance, first aid or a sports coaching 

opportunity. 

This year we were able to run three projects.   Next year we have been asked to extend 

the programme and have become more involved with Pittville School’s pastoral 

department. We will be running four 8-9 week projects over the course of the year which 

means we can help at least six more young people than we currently do. 

The Chill group on Thursdays: 

This group has been running weekly throughout the year during term times. It is run as a 

drop-in youth club with opportunities available each night such as learning to bake, dance 

workshops and football sessions. It’s the one place young people from the local area have 

been able to come to see their friends, make friends and be young people. A safe space 

away from pressures of school and home.  

This group has seen a dramatic growth in numbers. We have gone from 10-15 young 

people each week to 25-30.  However we have not seen the same growth in volunteers to 

help us keep these sessions running. We really need more help otherwise we may need to 

put a cap on the number of young people we can help or cancel sessions.  

Synergy and Elevate on a Sunday: 

These groups have seen a lot of change this year. We had lots of interest initially in these 

groups where we look at our faith and what it means to be a Christian in this world today.   

However, over the course of the year we have seen fewer and fewer people attending for 

various reasons, and we are now looking at different and new ways to support those young 

people who may be interested in learning about faith.  Again though, if we want this area of 

our work to continue, whether it’s through a small Sunday session or a club in one of the 

schools, we need volunteers and help to grow. 

We want all the churches to feel part of PPY and know what is happening. 

We have lots of successes and things to celebrate this year. It is important to acknowledge 

the current support we do have and a huge thank you goes out to our great volunteer 

drivers, brilliant parents, student workers and those volunteers who have been with us for 

a long time, but we are now at what feels like a cross-roads. 

How can you help? 

- Give someone you know a nudge – family, friends or neighbours who may be able to help. 

- If you feel able, we also need more help financially. 

- Pray - we want to make sure that we are seeking God’s will and any changes or ideas we    

  may have or want to make; we want to do so with the churches’ and God’s support. 

Hannah Bennett 
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Prestbury WI 
On 11th August, the monthly Women’s Institute meeting will be held in the President’s 

garden if the weather is fine, otherwise in the WI hall. It will be in the form of a ‘bring and 

share’ finger food buffet. There will be a short business session. A ‘Flower Quiz’ will be 

available for those who wish to stretch their minds. 

At the meeting on 8th September Ms Ann Blagden will be giving a talk on ‘The Art of Belly 

Dancing’. With over 20 years experience, Ann will give an elegant, amusing and informative 

insight into the world of the Belly Dancer from Ancient times to the modern day. 

Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings. They are held on the second Monday of 

each month and commence at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road. 

For further information on WI activities please contact Anthea Nicholas on  584485. 

Sally Alexander 

 

Marle Hill WI 

We were joined at our July meeting by some members from the other WI’s in the Cleeve 

Hill Group.  Paul Evans came to entertain us with ‘Humorous Poems, Monologues and 

Readings’, which they certainly were.  Avril Keen from Prestbury WI then presented her 

very detailed report of the National Meeting in Leeds, as she had been our delegate there.  

We sent congratulations to Rosemary Bishton (a WI member from Oxenton and a past 

County Chairman) on her mention in the Birthday Honours list. 

Past activities included a day at Denman College for three members, a Craft afternoon at 

Wendy’s, lunch at the ‘House in the Tree’, a Marbling day course and a tea afternoon at 

Eileen’s.  Having won our skittles match against Sheepscombe by 81 pins, our biggest win 

ever, we play Longhope WI in the next round.   

In August, members will be catching the local bus to Cirencester to discover the Hair Trail 

and Wendy will be having her big social evening (everyone brings a plate of goodies!).  Also 

to look forward to is an afternoon of Croquet with Tea at the Croquet Club in 

Cheltenham. 

An evening at Neal’s Yard in September has been arranged, and that month the Autumn 

Council Meeting is being held at Kingsholme in Gloucester.  Several members are going to 

try their hand at a session of Archery, look out Robin Hood!  

Virginia Adsett and Gillian Morss are coming to our meeting on 1st September to get us in 

the mood for ‘The Swinging Sixties’. If anyone would like to join in they will be made most 

welcome at St Nicolas Church Hall at 7.30pm. 

Sara Jefferies  
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary’s, Prestbury 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Eucharist 
   09.30 Celebrate! All-age worship 
   11.00 Sung Eucharist  
   18.30 Evensong 
  Monday 09.00 Morning Prayer 

   09.30 Eucharist  
  Wednesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 

   19.30 Eucharist  
  Thursday 10.30 Eucharist 
  Friday 08.00 Eucharist 
  Saturday 09.30 Eucharist 

St Nicolas, Prestbury 
  Sunday 09.30 Sung Eucharist 
  Tuesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 
   10.00 Said Eucharist 
  Daily (excluding Sundays & Bank Holidays) 

   17.00 Evening Prayer 

All Saints 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Mass 
   10.30 Sung Mass 
   18.30 Choral Evensong 
  Thursday 09.00 Morning Prayer 
   11.15 Said Mass 

St Mary Magdalene 
  Sundays  1st,2nd,3rd& 4th 10.30 Holy Communion 

   5th 10.30 Holy Communion 
   or 18.30 Songs of Praise  
     (alternates with St Lawrence.  On the Sundays we 
     host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service) 

St Lawrence,  Swindon Village  is temporarily closed during June, July & August whilst 

building work is being undertaken.  Meanwhile services are as follows: 

1st Sunday of the month 

10.30 Together at Ten Thirty will meet in the hall of Swindon Village Primary School 

18.30 - Holy Communion in Swindon Village Hall 

All other Sundays 

09.30 Holy Communion at St Nicolas, Swindon Lane, Prestbury 

10.30 Service at St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke (see weekly News Sheet for details) 

18.30 Evensong in Swindon Village Hall 
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Creative in Worship 

Setting the scene: The Celebrate Worship Band has been on an adventurous journey over 

the last 10 years, as its members have led worship and grown as worship leaders. The band 

is blessed with people who write music and songs, and its members have been recording 

these songs to help mark Celebrate’s 10th Birthday in October. Creative people and 

creative worship! – and it’s they who have inspired this article, about worship to the Father. 

In the Bible, music plays a specific role.  The Israelites sang songs of celebration when 

leaving Egypt; an expression of their emotion of elation. The Psalm songbook praises, 

thanks, cries in sung prayer to the Father.  From these Old Testament links, we learn that 

through worship we are encouraged to express ourselves, communicate with God, seek 

and wait on him for help and direction. 

As Christians we sing some amazing songs, written by people who have really met with 

God or who have been used by God, the words of which can blow us away or simply help 

us to understand or express ourselves more. 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,    That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost but now I’m found     Was blind, but now I see      (John Newton) 

Through Jesus’ gift of life to each of us, God has paved the way for us to draw near to Him 

in worship, allowing us to go beyond the words we sing.  In Romans 11:35 it says ‘Who has 

ever given to God, that God should repay them?’  What a thought to reflect on; ‘that every 

single thing our open hands bring to God, came to us first from His hand’
1
.  In our 

humanness we only give back a fraction of what God has given to us.  An enlightening 

thought; that in fact we have the opportunity to give so much more in our worship. 

We can sing reflective and joyous songs, we can sit or we can dance, but where are we led 

when we are creative and open in our worship?  The New Testament makes reference to 

the musical songs and Psalms of the Old Testament, and goes on to encourage us to be 

‘making music in our hearts to the Lord’  (Ephesians 5:15-20).  The writer of Ephesians is 

encouraging God’s people to find ways of responding to our Father in worship, in the ‘very 

fabric’ of each day.  Moving beyond music itself to allow our worship to be an offering to 

God; through the words we offer others, the thoughts we ask Christ to be part of, and the 

deeds we do as ambassadors of Christ.  Romans 12:1 talks about Christians being a ‘living 

sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God’, and this behaviour and attitude being true worship.   

In honouring God so highly, we can sometimes discover ourselves in the midst of some 

difficult challenges, but it’s through such discipline, and perhaps putting ourselves in a more 

vulnerable place, that God teaches us, and nurtures us towards a maturity in faith that 

allows us to have ‘truly open hands..’. 

All of me loves all of you, Love your curves and all your edges,  All your perfect imperfections. 

Give your all to me, Give my all to you. 

You’re my end and my beginning, Even when I lose or winning,  

I’ll give you all of me, You give me all of you.   (John Legend) 

Sharon Macauly 
1. Matt Redman, Facedown (Kingsway Communications Limited, 2004) p. 33  



 

 

 

Parish Directory continued 

Local Ministry Team 
Miriam Barnes  

Linda Biggs  

Margaret Compton  

Beryl Elliott  

Liz Greenhow  

Margaret Holman  

Sylvia McKenzie  

Frances Murton  

Jerry Porter  

Clare Wyatt  

Children’s Work 
Linda Biggs  

Youth Work 
Hannah Bennett   

Organist & Choir Director 
St Mary’s:  Peter Greaves   

St Nicolas’:  contact the Team Office 244373 
admin@northchelt.org.uk 

Bellringers 
Tower Captain:  Jonathan Sweetman  

Tower Secretary:  Jenni Scruton  

 

St Mary’s C of E (VA) Schools 

Headteachers 
Junior School:  Mrs Nicola Bennett 244387 

Infant School:  Miss Ann Fitzpatrick 244054 

Hall Letting 
Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane 239590 

St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane 244373 

Planned Giving & Stewardship 
Parish Giving Scheme 

Gill Wood  

St Mary’s Gift Aid 

Martin Kannreuther  

St Nicolas Gift Aid 

Gill Wood  

Electoral Roll Officer 
Brian Wood, 2 Honeysuckle Close  

Church Flowers 
St Mary’s:  Diane Singleton (weddings)  

St Nicolas:  Molly Campbell  

Parish Magazine 
Editor:  Jean Johnson  

Advertising:  Michael Brick  

Sales:  Richard Johnson  

Webmaster 
Brian Wood  

  
  

  

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine is published on the last Sunday of the month 

The deadline for copy for the October issue is Saturday 13th September 2014 

Copy should be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’ 

by email to magazine(at)prestbury.net 

   



 

 
 


