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FIRE 

Remember remember the fifth of November, the gunpowder treason and plot. 

I see no reason why gunpowder treason should ever be forgot. 

I remember that rhyme from my schooldays,  

November brings Bonfire Night. Did you know that in England until 1859 it was illegal not 

to celebrate Guy’s arrest? The reason why it is Guy Fawkes’ Night is clear, the eponymous 

conspirator was captured on 4th November, but the bonfire is perhaps less obvious to us. 

The lighting of fires at important parts of the year goes back many centuries, and when 

Elizabeth and I went to Finland some years ago we heard that that was one of their 

customs. 

In September we had the Equinox, There are two of these each year and ancient peoples 

were observant and clever enough to be able to identify them accurately. Similarly they 

were able to identify the summer and winter solstice, when the sun reaches its highest and 

lowest noon position respectively. These four events divided the year up neatly. They fall 

on or about the 21st March, 21st June, 21st September and 21st December. They were 

marked by festivals which often included the lighting of fires or of beacons.  

Our ancestors thought that celebrating these 4 ‘cardinal points’ which kept the seasons in 

sync was not enough. They also marked the points midway between these, that is 

somewhen around the beginning of February, of May, of August, and of November- hence 

perhaps the Bonfire.  

The 1st November is of course All Saints’ Day. 

In the 4th Century the celebration of those ‘heroes of the faith whose lives had excited 

others to holiness’ occurred on the Sunday after Pentecost (now Trinity Sunday). By the 

9th Century it was being celebrated in Britain and Ireland on the 1st November, the day on 

which a church was dedicated to ‘All Saints’ in Rome a hundred years before. 

On the 2nd we commemorate the Faithful Departed, when we remember those who have 

run the race of life before us, and those who mourn them. The celebration of ‘All Souls’ 

started in 998 but was lost at the Reformation, and restored to the calendar early in the 

last Century. 

For the Celts, November was the beginning of their year, the festival of Samhain, and they 

believed that then the veil between this world and the next was thinnest; a time to 

remember the dead, which ties us back to All Saints and All Souls.  

We don’t usually light fires these days in our religious celebrations (the Easter fire being an 

exception), but we often light candles, a sort of mini fire. Candles can be a symbol of the 

memory of a loved one, and a reminder that Christ is the Light of the world.  

I pray that if you are remembering a dear friend or relative at this time that you may find 

comfort and hope through Him who died and rose again. 

Rev'd Howard Nichols 
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Editorial Team Corner 

This 5 November 1660 is observed exceedingly well in the city and at night great bonfires and 

fireworks…. 

November 5 1664. Macbeth, a pretty good play, but admirably acted. Thence home, the coach 

being forced to go round by London because of the Bonfires…the day being mightily observed in 

the city.       (Extracts from ‘The Shorter Pepys’)  

The theme of fire is encapsulated within these pages in a range of fascinating stories from 

our regular and frequent contributors. 

Suzy, on pages 34-36 and Ralph, on page 5 draw on the significant number of references in 

the bible, John bases his reflective article on the Christian traditions in Ethiopia, Angie and 

Nigel recall personal memories going back some fifty years.  

During November many of us will be attending large bonfire and firework displays.  

Bonfire Night’s history began with the events known as the Gunpowder plot on 5th 

November 1605, and the subsequent introduction of the Observance of the 5th November 

Act, which enforced a public day to commemorate the plot’s failure. This Act was repealed 

in 1859 and by the 20th century the 5th November had become an enjoyable social 

commemoration. Today, Bonfire Night (Guy Fawkes Night) is usually celebrated at large 

organised events, often centred on extravagant Firework displays. My earliest memories are 

of huge bonfires at RAF Wymeswold in Nottinghamshire in the mid 1950’s. A cold starlit 

night, smells of sausages and parkin emerging from the hangar, a loose rope staked around 

the bonfire to prevent children putting jacket potatoes in the embers, a Guy waiting to be 

consumed by flames, the anticipation of a free sparkler, hot dogs and lemonade. 

Samuel Pepys’  references to bonfires in the 1600’s, and the example of Canterbury, a city 

of wooden buildings, served by the Sun Insurance Co. in the 1700’s, 

whose practice ensured that a fire cart would only be sent to a fire if 

the  property owner had paid his insurance and displayed their sign. 

Now, in the 21st century, our approach to the management and control 

of this destructive element, together with the culture of fire prevention 

is transformed. To name but one example, The Fire Service College at 

Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucestershire is the centre of excellence, and is 

the UK training establishment for the instruction of British Fire Service 

Members to officer level, also providing training for fire service officers 

from many other countries.  

Following the summer break we welcome Michael’s football reports on page 37, Penny’s 

news from the Prestbury Flower Arranging Club on page 27, and  WI reports on  page 29.  

Finally, Beryl on page 24 reviews a book by Rowan Williams. ‘Being A Christian’. A perfect 

Christmas stocking gift! 

Jean Johnson 
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Our New Rector 

The following message was read out in our churches on Sunday 10 October 2014. 

I am delighted to announce that following interviews on Thursday The Revd David Smith 

has been appointed as Team Rector. David is currently Parish priest of St George Tuffley 

and the Area Dean of Gloucester. He will be made a Non Residentary Canon of 

Gloucester, next Sunday. David will bring to this ministry strong leadership and priestly 

gifts. 

Before his present ministry David served a curacy in Matson and prior to that he served as 

an engineering officer in the RAF. David is married to Angela who is also a priest and they 

have adult children. David is a keen Dinghy sailor. 

As yet a date has not been agreed for Father David’s induction  but we expect it to be 

sometime either just before or after the new year. 

The Venerable Robert Springett 

 

 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY AT ST MARY MAGDALENE 2014 

In the August/September issue of the Prestbury Parish Magazine we learned how the War 

Memorial on the Tewkesbury Road in Uckington was relocated to St Mary Magdalene Church in 

1958.  At the time it was known some names were missing, these and the names of those who fell 

in the Second World War were added on a brass plaque. 

This year, on 9th November, we will be remembering the fallen in a different way to usual. 

In our searches for details of the fallen, Mike Griffiths discovered Albert Aker’s name was 

not included, and more recently I found Charles Albert Hall was not listed either.  We 

hope to include their names on a new brass plaque.  Only 15 names will now show on the 

plaques, so we intend to read out details about where the fallen are buried and hope to 

have perhaps a relative or friend who knew the casualty or family, to read out their name.  

The Service will commence at our usual 10.30 am to be followed by Holy Communion. 

A small display of copied artefacts and posters will be on display relating to the First World 

War, plus a file about the deceased. 

David Williams 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Magazine Copy Deadline:  Saturday 15th November 2014 

 

Future Themes:   December/ January – Forests and Trees 

February - Cathedrals 

 
 
  

Front cover photo 

Releasing the 10 balloons 

by Stephen Murton 
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Fire in the Bible 
"Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 

and lighten with celestial fire; 

thou the anointing Spirit art,  

who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 

O thou who camest from above 

the fire celestial to impart, 

kindle a flame of sacred love 

on the mean altar of my heart. (John Cosin 1594-1672) 

As you know, there's a lot about fire in the Bible.  

There's a hymn by John Keble which gives a perspective to the images around natural 

events like wind and darkness and flame: 

"When God of old came down from heaven, 

in power and wrath he came; 

before his feet the clouds were riven, 

half darkness and half flame. 

But when he came a second time, 

he came in power and love; 

softer than gale at morning prime 

hovered his holy Dove." 

I love the story of how a dispirited Elijah met God at Horeb:  

"Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking 

rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind;  

and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake;  

and after the earthquake a fire;  

and after the fire a sound of sheer silence.  

When Elijah heard it he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the 

entrance to the cave. Then came a voice to him...." 

So, bound up with these references to flames and fire, here's a picture of our God and how 

he is a God of many aspects. God is a frightening but just judge, whom we all must meet in 

this life or the next. He's the God of power in the earthquake outside us. But he's also a 

God of love and forgiveness, not frightening at all, and always ready to listen as we seek him 

in our inner silence.  

Jesus taught us to see God as a father, even thinking of him as our Dad.  God is the 

powerful distant master of the universe. He is also close to us as a parent. Great and 

wonderful God.  

Ralph Griffin 
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The Holy Holey Fleece  

or more correctly The Ceremony of the Fire of the True Cross. 

Jackie and I were staying in the small town of Lalibela in the northern mountains of Ethiopia, 

around the 27th September in our calendar (1), at the time of year when the local people 

celebrate the finding of the foot of the true cross by Helena, mother of the Roman 

Emperor Constantine (2).  This is a two day 

festival, and takes place in and around the town 

square and in the home gardens of the people of 

the town.  It starts with a gathering about mid-day 

in the town square that is a roughly oval bowl 

shaped area of earth used mainly for the holding of 

markets.  Approximately 5,000 pilgrims and 

town’s people gather here each year. The press of 

people becomes considerable and once in, one 

cannot retreat.  The ceremony starts with singing 

and a procession of brightly attired priests and 

acolytes carrying very brightly coloured glittering 

umbrellas.   

After a period of prayer the bishop steps forward 

and starts his sermon.  At this point everyone sits 

down on the ground in one synchronised 

movement; individuality is not possible - the press 

is too great.  Settling themselves down in the midday sun, they cover their heads and those 

of ignorant foreigners who have not got sufficient covering for their heads, necks and 

shoulders.  The bishop then preaches an impassioned and dramatic sermon, his voice 

booming off the surrounding buildings, for 2 hours!!!!, there is no possibility of leaving and 

no one attempts it. At the end of the sermon, after further hymns, a cross made of a tall 

slim tree trunk approximately 8m tall with a cross member is erected in the centre of the 

square and timber is passed over our heads all around the crowd and piled around the 

cross.  A blessing is given by the bishop and the priests pass around in front of the crowd 

with their umbrellas inverted to receive the collection which people vie with each other to 

throw from their position in the crowd, directly into the umbrella opposite their position, 

with much cheerful banter against those that miss!!!  The crowd then depart. 

During the afternoon the town's folk build similar structures in their own gardens and as 

dusk falls light their bonfires.  A magical view across the town with fires burning in every 

available place.  Jackie and I attended one in a hillside garden.  Once the fire is well al ight 

each person is issued with a bound brand of brush, these, each individual pushes into the 

fire and forming a ring, they parade around the fire holding their flaming, sparking brands 

aloft.  Suddenly I felt the Ethiopian behind me beating me frantically over the left shoulder. 

Thinking this to be part of the ceremony, I advanced towards the person in front to do the 

same, only to be pulled back and receive a further beating and to discover that I had 

acquired a Holy Hole, burned through the shoulder of my fleece!! 



Prestbury Parish Magazine  November 2014 

 

~ 7 ~ 

The following day we all assembled before the chilly dawn outside the town around the 

church of The True Cross.  Ethiopian churches are, as I am sure many know, dug from the 

living rock with the roof at 

ground level (3).  These 

churches are of necessity 

relatively small 20m x 20m x 

20m deep and mean that only 

the clergy and their acolytes 

can be inside for the service.  

The service is followed by the 

congregation from the ringing 

of bells, which indicate which 

part of the service has been 

reached, and as necessary 

people cross themselves, kneel or join in unaccompanied singing.  The scene is very moving 

as the level of light increases so one is aware of the thousands of pilgrims wrapped in white 

sheets, toga style, spread across the valley and surrounding hillside.  This is truly a biblical 

scene of biblical magnitude and must represent the nearest I am ever likely to experience of 

the gathering of the 5,000.  At the conclusion of the service people settled down in their 

place to eat a small breakfast that each had brought with them, as indeed we had done, for 

the ceremony is not over yet.  After breakfast, the bishop led the crowd back into the 

market square where further hymns were sung and prayers were said, after which the 

acolytes and priests took burning brands and paraded around the pyre. Having passed 

several times around they stop and the bishop begins another sermon!!!!!!! However, 

certainly on this occasion, one priest had had enough, and soon thrust his flaming brand 

into the foot of the pyre starting a blaze. The bishop, not to be outdone, ceased preaching 

and thrust his brand into the fire, the bone dry timber flamed and the crowd settled with 

one accord, as the usual press demanded, to sit and watch and wait for the cross to fall.  

This is a significant moment for if the cross falls towards the town it means the harvest will be 

good - if away - !!!! 

This was a punishing 

24 hours of burning 

day and freezing 

night, and long 

sermons with little 

sleep, but a stunning 

and most moving 

ceremony carried 

out with such 

sincerity and joy 

that forms a deep-

felt bench mark for 

worship. 

John Moles 

   /continues over 
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The Holy Holey Fleece (continued) 

Notes: 

(1) The Ethiopian Calendar is based on the Julian Calendar and the day starts at 6am our time, so that 

breakfast is generally served at 2 o'clock in the morning with the afternoon beginning at 6pm our time.  

(2) The tradition, as I understand it, is that St. Helena went to Jerusalem to seek the true cross and on 

being shown a hole in the ground could just see a stub of wood. In order to see better, she dropped a 

burning brand into the hole and the foot of the true cross was consumed.  In other versions she recovered 

it and in still others that she lit a series of bonfires to inform Constantine that she had succeeded in her 

quest.  Hence the bonfire forming a significant part of the overall ceremony.  I will gratefully be corrected. 

(3) The tradition of the churches being dug from the solid rock is, again as I understand it, based on one 

story in which the King Lalibela on visiting Jerusalem and witnessing the crusader knights digging down to 

uncover the foundations of King Solomon’s temple, returned to his own town and designating the small 

local river, the River Jordan, sought to recreate Jerusalem in the mountains of his home country, now 

Ethiopia.  The churches were thus created by digging down into the rock much as he had seen the 

crusaders do in Jerusalem.  Again corrections/additions to the editor please. 

 

Fire in the night 

One November in the mid 60's, I took a party of 15 girls from Tewkesbury school on a 

trekking weekend in the Llangors Hills in Wales. At 2 a.m. I was awoken to the shouts of 

'THERE'S A FIRE - HELP'. So I duly stuffed a long winter nightie down my trousers (no 

heating in the bunk house and it was COLD in Nov!). I pulled on some riding boots and 

dashed out into the yard. We found a caravan belonging to the trekking staff totally ablaze! 

We hastily organised a line of helpers from the water tap, filling the pony feed buckets and 

sending them up to the fire. I was the tallest and was nominated as the person to actually 

throw the water on the fire, so I was very close to it. I soon learnt how heavy water can be 

in a full bucket and my arms quickly tired as I became soaked to the skin. It was a very cold, 

windy night so the fire really took hold, and was in danger of spreading to the stables, 

where the ponies were getting agitated. So I began to pray SO HARD that the fire brigade 

would arrive soon to help us. The driver had taken a wrong turning along the narrow 

Welsh country lanes and ended up stuck at a farm high above us. We could see the blue 

lights flashing. Eventually, after what seemed a very long wait, they arrived and put out the 

fire. Fortunately no one was injured by it and we were congratulated by the fireman for 

how we had dealt with the situation. 

I will always remember the power of a team of people (that is the trekking staff and 

teachers) working swiftly together and the patience, perseverance and continual prayer that 

helped us achieve our goal. After settling the ponies we enjoyed hot mugs of tea with the 

firemen but were horrified how we looked and smelled - wet, smoky and covered in black 

smuts! 

Angie Brassie 
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Fire power 

FIRE ..... One could interpret the word to mean different situations,  eg meaning you are 

firing a gun, or to dismiss a worker. My story relates to Fire in the burning of materials 

sense. It was a day of great expectations and I am speaking from memory of a day 50 plus 

years ago! 

The Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation was tasked by the government of the day to 

improve the fire-fighting equipment as used by the Military. Equipment  (not to become too 

technical and boring) includes pump machines, foam tender and turntable ladder machines 

and they were huge. There were foreign people and equipment in attendance as I saw some 

French words written thereon. 

The project manager (modern word) told us, in effect, if an aircraft touches down and it is 

in flames (in those days travelling at around 100 mph), how we could catch it and extinguish 

the fire thus hopefully saving the lives of one or more crew. 

There were boffins from numerous fire-fighting equipment suppliers and chassis 

manufacturers eg, Merryweather, Leyland, Dennis etc.. What, never heard of them?  Next 

time your local refuse collector lorry empties your wheelie bin, take a look at the front of 

the cab! 

There was great excitement when all was set, and from somewhere to my left a booming 

loudspeaker shouted .. FIRE .. I nearly jumped out of my proverbial skin, for an explosion 

occurred and several pieces of equipment burst into flames. Simultaneously, several fire 

trucks started off, and each machine was allocated a separate fire to attack. 

I was not party to how results were used to arrive at a decision as to who was the eventual 

winner if they had one. I was bombarded with sheets of figures and told to get busy with 

my guessing stick (slang for slide rule) and to supply the results to the committee.  

At the time, I was a fourth or fifth year apprentice, and all I can say is that the following day 

when I enquired as to the success or otherwise of the previous day’s activities, I was 

instructed by a Production Manager, “Don’t ask!”  Later I could see why; all the equipment 

that was set alight was a series of piles of ashes ....well almost ... Oh Dear. 

Nigel Woodcock  

 

 

St Mary’s Bakestall 
Our final stall this year provided by the G-M team falls on Sunday, 16th November, when 

we hope to bring our total for this year equal to that of previous years. 

Margaret Waker, Linda Matthews 
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General Synod meeting 11-15 July 2014 in York 

The answer is a resounding YES!  

Women Bishops given final approval 

It was a joyful day when Synod gave final approval for women to become bishops in the 

Church of England. The vote on the Measure to admit women to the episcopate was 

carried by the required two thirds majority in each of the Houses with votes recorded as: 

House of Bishops: Yes 37  No 2   Abstentions 1 

House of Clergy:  Yes 162  No 25  Abstentions 4 

House of Laity:  Yes 152  No 45  Abstentions 5 

The legislation includes a House of Bishops declaration, underpinned by five guiding 

principles and a disputes resolution procedure. Following the vote on the Measure which 

enables women to become bishops, Synod approved the enabling Canon and also rescinded 

the Act of Synod as part of a package of measures. 

The Measure moved to the Legislative Committee of General Synod and was then 

considered by the Ecclesiastical Committee of the Houses of Parliament. The Ecclesiastical 

Committee indicated that it had unanimously agreed to issue a report declaring the 

Measure to be expedient. 

By managing to clear this significant hurdle before the summer recess, subject to timetabling 

to gain full Parliamentary approval, the Measure will return to Synod on November 17th of 

this year where it will come into force after its promulgation. As a result, the first woman 

bishop could potentially be appointed by the end of the year. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, said: “Today is the completion of what was 

begun over 20 years ago, with the ordination of women as priests. I am delighted with 

today's result. Today marks the start of a great adventure of seeking mutual flourishing 

while still, in some cases disagreeing. 

“The challenge for us will be for the church to model good disagreement and to continue 

to demonstrate love for those who disagree on theological grounds. Very few institutions 

achieve this, but if we manage this we will be living out more fully the call of Jesus Christ to 

love one another. As delighted as I am for the outcome of this vote, I am also mindful of 

those within the Church for whom the result will be difficult and a cause of sorrow.” 

 
Sent in by Lynda Hodges 
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HARVEST FESTIVAL  at  St NICS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

with Bears and Brownies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and Entertainment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and a free Ploughman’s lunch with cider 

or apple juice in a packed hall. 

 

Pictures by Richard Johnson, Karen Walker 

and Brian Wood  
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Journey of the Holy Family during Advent 

St Mary's and St Nicolas churches both have a set of figures as seen in the photo below.  

We call them 'the Holy Family', and during Advent they will be travelling the length and 

breadth of Prestbury.  The scheme started some time ago, when Fr Stephen Gregory was 

Vicar of Prestbury.  He encouraged the handover of the Holy Family from the host family to 

the next recipient to be an occasion, celebrated with a cup of tea or a glass of wine, and for 

the children to draw and photograph Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus. 
 

 

 

Once again our holy family will be passed from 

home to home as it travels through Prestbury in 

December. 

This is a lovely opportunity to take time to 

remember the true meaning of Christmas and 

maybe make new friends by sharing hospitality. If 

you have a young family don't let the worry of 

breakages put you off, superglue is very effective! 

Last year our family visited 9 homes, two schools 

and Capel Court before arriving in church on 

Christmas morning. 

To have our figures of Mary, Joseph and Jesus in 

your home sign the sheet at the back of your church 

before 23rd November. For St Mary’s you may contact me. For St Nicolas please contact 

Margaret Compton. 

Ruth Rudge 

 

 

 

HOST  

HOST is looking for kind, friendly, hospitable people of all ages whose imaginations are 

caught by the idea of welcoming an international student at university here, far from his or 

her own family, to their home. This could be for a day, a weekend or at Christmas, and you 

don’t need to live near a university, as students will travel for the privilege of meeting you, 

learning about real life in this country, and sharing their own culture. HOST is a voluntary 

activity which makes ambassadors for international goodwill of us all. Please see 

www.hostuk.org or call Lynette Chappin 02920 693903. 

Margaret Stevens  

Publicity Officer, HOST UK 

  



Prestbury Parish Magazine  November 2014 

 

~ 15 ~ 

Forthcoming events 

The Prestbury Churchyard 

Strangers travelling along Prestbury High Street will pass by it for years, until one day they 

walk up the passageway beside the King’s Arms Pub and discover this green oasis of peace 

and calm. The smell from the pub’s kitchen extractor fan is a bit powerful at times, but 

that’s the only reminder of harsh reality. Walking on to the church and beyond it, you drop 

down into a lane as peaceful now as ever it was. 

Local people walk through this island of green in all directions throughout the day, and it is 

enjoyed by all, but  few realise that keeping it looking so good is not the job of any parish 

or borough council, but a very few members of the church congregation and  equally few 

local volunteers. 

Throughout the growing seasons, the grass is mown by the grass cutters and each Spring 

and Autumn there is a weekend “Churchyard Clear up”. It is an unavoidable fact that 

everybody gets older and older, and the grass still grows, weeds likewise, and hedges as 

well.  

To keep our patch of green and calm as it is, we are in great need of more help either to 

mow grass or join with us on our “Clear Up Days”.  There are heavy jobs and light ones, 

for just a morning or all day, whatever suits. If you haven’t got a big garden and love to be 

out in the fresh air, the odd session of help is always greatly appreciated. We are 

determined to keep the Prestbury churchyard a country churchyard rather than another 

council “Green Space”, so please get in touch with Mr. Phil Dodd and he will give you more 

information.  

AUTUMN CHURCHYARD CLEAR UP IS ON 

SATURDAY 1st NOVEMBER STARTING AT 10.00 

 

More info: Phil Dodd  

 

Pictures by Colin and Margaret Holman 
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Autumn/Christmas Fair – United Reformed Church 

Saturday 1st November 10.00 – 12.00 

Please do join us for our annual Christmas Fair – an ideal opportunity to help with your 

preparations for Christmas. This event will be combined with our monthly coffee morning 

at the Church. There will be lots going on, and the morning will feature Christmas gifts 

including jewellery as well as Christmas necessities such as cakes, cards, wrapping paper and 

decorations. Books will be available for sale, there will also be a raffle as well as the usual 

selection of teas, coffees, and cakes to enjoy. Donations of good quality items would be 

very much appreciated – please contact Fiona Hall. 

 

Food for Thought - Session 3 

Saturday 8th November 2014, 7 pm – St Nicolas 

Professor Andrew Lincoln, who is professor of New Testament Studies at the University of 

Gloucestershire, will be leading the third session of our series. 

Andrew’s publications include: Paradise Now and Not Yet; The Theology of the Later 

Pauline letters; Hebrews: a guide; Christology and Scripture: Interdisciplinary Perspectives, 

Truth on Trial and so many more titles. He recently completed a monograph entitled Born 

of a Virgin?  Reconceiving Jesus in the Bible, tradition and theology. 

Andrew continues to work on projects arising from the Centre for the Bible and 

Spirituality; he worships at St Nicolas. 

Margaret Compton 

 

Cheltenham Philharmonic Orchestra Autumn Concert 

Pittville Pump Room       Sunday 23rd November 3.00pm  

Mendelssohn Hebrides Overture (Fingal's Cave) 

Wagner Wesendonck Lieder  with Soprano Sue Black 

Wagner Siegfried's Rhine Journey 

Hindemith Mathis de Mahler Symphony 

Tickets £10 from Town Hall Box Office 0844 576 2210   

 

Advance diary date: 

Prestbury Open Gardens 
Saturday, 20th and Sunday, 21st June 2015 
Once again we are planning to raise funds for St Mary's by holding this very popular event. 

Please keep the dates in mind when inviting family and friends to stay and avoid planning 

your holidays then. We hope to have a wide selection of gardens to visit, both those that 

have opened before, and new recruits. If you are interested in participating please get in 

touch. 

Janet White  
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There will be an 

Act of Remembrance at Prestbury War Memorial on 

Sunday 9th November 2014  beginning at 10:45am 

and followed by a service of Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church 

 

You are welcome to attend either or both of these events 

“At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
we will remember them” 
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From the Registers 

Baptisms 

  

 

September 21 Harris Smail 

   

Bo Bishop 

   

Evelyn Zentner 

   

Gethyn Zentner 

  

28 Heidi Hawkins 

    Weddings 

  

 

September 27 Darran Pearce and  

Amanda Smythe 

    Burials of ashes 

  

 

September 25 Barbara Lyle 
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November Dairy and Calendar 

Saturday 1 All Saints Day 

  1000  Churchyard clear up St Mary’s 

SUNDAY 2 ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

  1530 Memorial Service *St Nicolas 

Mon 3 All Souls Day 

  1930 Sung Requiem with Commemoration of the Departed *St Nicolas 

Wed 5 1800 Education and Nurture Group St Nicolas 

Sat 8 1900 Food for Thought St Nicolas 

SUNDAY 9 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

  0930 Act of Remembrance during Eucharist St Nicolas 

  1045  Act of Remembrance                           War Memorial / St Mary’s 

  1530 Baptism St Mary’s  

Mon 10 Leo the Great, bishop, teacher of the faith 

Tue  11 Martin, bishop 

SUNDAY 16 SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 

  1530 Baptism St Mary’s 

Mon 17 Hugh, bishop 

Tue  18 Elizabeth, princess 

Wed 19 Hilda, abbess 

  1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 

Thu 20 Edmund, king, martyr 

  1230 Wedding St Mary’s 

Fri 21 1400 Art Group St Nicolas 

Sat 22 1500 Cheltenham Bell Ringers service and AGM St Mary’s 

SUNDAY 23 CHRIST THE KING 

  1100 Baptism during 1100 Eucharist St Mary’s 

Tue 25 1930 Prestbury PCC St Mary’s 

  1930 Mothers’ Union St Nicolas 

Sat 29 1200 Festive Bazaar St Nicolas 

SUNDAY 30 ADVENT 1 

  1500 Christingle St Mary’s 

 

December Diary and Calendar 

Mon 1 St Andrew 

* please note changed venue  
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The Tenth Birthday of Celebrate! 

The first ever Celebrate! all-age service at St Mary's took place on Sunday 10 October 

2004, so on Sunday 12 October 2014 Celebrate! marked its 10th birthday.   It was 

wonderful to see so many of the Celebrate! congregation, past and present, as well as some 

of the wider St Mary's family.  We had a joyful service, during which we made a handprint 

banner to be used in future services, and sang a song giving thanks for Celebrate!, with 

words contributed by the congregation. Afterwards we had a tea party with a splendid 

birthday cake.   Bishop Martyn was our guest of honour for the service and tea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.    
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It was good to have Fr Michael and Gill with us again.  Afterwards Fr Michael wrote: “It is 

incredible to look back on the journey that Celebrate! has made since that first Sunday 

when we had no idea who (if any) would come!  I particularly thank God for all of you who 

have been such a significant part of that journey as leaders and reflect that what Bishop 

Martyn was saying on Sunday is so true; we have no idea of the seeds that have been 

planted and how they might bear fruit.  I pray that God will continue to bless Celebrate! in 

the years to come and I give thanks for the very significant place it has as part of God’s 

family in Prestbury.” 

Amen to that.                Jerry Porter 

Pictures by Kate Bestwick and Stephen Murton 
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The Royal Oak – a community pub 

We are Prestbury's longest serving Licensees, having traded at the Royal Oak in The 

Burgage since year 2000.  The pub has thrived under our stewardship, and many 

parishioners and villagers relish the familiar faces that offer a personal and friendly greeting 

on arrival. 

We made Prestbury our home, living 'above shop' in the early years and celebrated the 

birth of two children, Johnny and Ruby, both being welcomed into church life with baptism 

by Father Michael at St Mary's.  We acknowledge our gratitude to local people who have 

been such loyal customers.  It is inevitable that you become a familiar face when owning a 

business in a village, regardless of whether you are the butcher, baker, postmaster or 

publican...so it is essential that you play your part in not just serving the community but also 

contributing to it in as many ways as you can.  

Our Function Room plays host to many family celebrations, meetings and events, and sadly 

funerals too. I think everyone in Prestbury must have attended one funeral wake at The 

Oak?  It is essential, particularly that these gatherings are handled with care and 

compassion, and testament to that is that we hold one nearly every day.  Of happier 

occasions, we have loved holding Parish Sunday Lunches 3 or 4 times a year, where the St 

Mary's congregation gathered after church for a communal roast in The Pavilion.  It was 

great to see people who might otherwise eat on their own most days, come together to 

share a meal with 80 others...in fact it is high time that we organised another. 

Father Michael and the Parish Magazine have thanked us for the community spirit, raising 

money and donating it locally to St Mary's Parish Churches and schools, the Scouts, 

Abbeyfield, the Memorial Trust, and more.  The Royal Oak was central to the immediate 

response to repair the War Memorial. Simon joined two other local businessmen in a 

fundraising attempt and promoted it on Central News, just a day or two after the vandals 

attacked. 

The pub continues to innovate. We were central with other volunteers to helping organise 

the Diamond Jubilee, and the most recent community event was the Pancake Racing in the 

Burgage, a fun, charitable frolic in Victorian dress! 

We have employed some wonderful local people too who have played a vital role in the 

journey of The Royal Oak.  Carolyn Risbey is a St Mary's girl who worked at the Oak long 

before we arrived, she knows all the village faces and families of old, and to think she is now 

a grandmother gives you an idea of her love of Prestbury and The Royal Oak too…. Grand-

daughter, Lilly, is also at St Mary’s, maybe she is destined for a job in her local too?  Ben 

Zakotti, formerly of Shaw Green Lane, started with us as a 15 year old and is still serving up 

delicious food, as is Head Chef Mike Webb, likewise with Cas and Ben over 14 years in the 

business.  To these and so many others we will always be indebted.  

We cannot think of a better place to make a living, and the many friends that we have made 

have shaped our lives over the last 14 years.   

In 2010 we acquired The Gloucester Old Spot, on Tewkesbury Road, which is of course 

located in our sister parish of Elmstone Hardwicke. Aged 16, I, Simon, moved with my 

family from Leckhampton to Stoke Orchard, so I have driven past the Old Spot for over 30 

years. The time came when we felt we should buy it, but having been at the Oak already for 
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10 years, expansion was not a choice that we rushed into, especially having two young 

children at school. The pub was in poor condition, but was a hidden gem waiting to be 

uncovered, not least because it was unspoilt by progress, and has what must be one of the 

most splendid dining rooms in the county. Four years on, and with further investment, the 

pub is thriving, and is one of only 26 pubs nationally to have a Starred rating in the Good 

Pub Guide. 

Simon and Kate Daws 

The Royal Oak Inn  The Gloucester Old Spot 

The Burgage   Tewkesbury Road 

Prestbury, Cheltenham  Cheltenham 

Glos, GL52 3DL  Glos, GL52 9SY 

 

01242 522344  01242 680321 

www.royal-oak-prestbury.co.uk  www.thegloucesteroldspot.co.uk 

simon@royal-oak-prestbury.co.uk eat@thegloucesteroldspot.co.uk 

 

 

Celebrate's Birthday! 

I write this with my Churchwarden's hat on - what a lovely service we had on Sunday 12th 

October to celebrate Celebrate's 10th anniversary - thank you to all those who helped with 

the preparations and who attended (well over 100). 

The Bishop has thanked us for our “warm welcome” and said he “thoroughly enjoyed the 

whole occasion” and is impressed by what we are doing - what higher praise could we 

have! 

Well done to everyone! 

Mary Turner 

 

 

Walking Group 

14 walkers joined Janet Waters 

on Saturday 20th September 

2014 to walk around 

Winchcombe and Sudelely 

Castle.    Lunch was taken at the 

Corner Cupboard in 

Winchcombe.  

 
Photo: Brian Wood 

  

http://www.royal-oak-prestbury.co.uk/
http://www.thegloucesteroldspot.co.uk/
mailto:simon@royal-oak-prestbury.co.uk
mailto:eat@thegloucesteroldspot.co.uk
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BOOK REVIEW    

‘Being Christian’ by Rowan Williams   

Browsing in a bookshop, my first approach to the book I pick up is often to read the 

reviews on the back cover, before sampling the text  (I miss that leisurely approach when I 

shop online!).  ‘Being Christian’, a new book by Rowan Williams, comes with praise from a 

wide variety of readers, including the novelist P. D. James and Sister Wendy Beckett, as well 

as two university professors. Different reviewers recommend it for seekers as well as 

committed Christians, for young people, and for those preparing for confirmation. 

Rowan Williams is a former Archbishop of Canterbury, a scholar, a theologian and a poet; 

he is also a teacher and here he writes directly and simply.  ‘Being Christian’ is a short 

book, just 82 pages of well-spaced print. You could read it at a sitting - though you would 

risk getting mental indigestion.  It sets out “to help you think about four of the most 

obvious of the things” that mark out a Christian community: baptism, Bible, Eucharist and 

prayer.  (Perhaps you or your friends might choose different markers.)  

The four chapters that make up the bulk of the book deal in turn with these four topics, 

casting fresh light on established teaching and going beyond the familiar to enlarge our 

understanding. The book addresses the reader in everyday speech, free from jargon, always 

serious but never condescending; often with surprising illustrations and turns of phrase 

(who would have thought of likening prayer to sneezing?). Williams does not shirk the 

questions that many of us ask: ‘ Is the Bible historically true?’,  ‘If God knows what we are 

going to ask, why bother to pray’?  For the reader it is not like attending a lecture, more 

like sitting in a small group and listening to a wise and caring friend.  

At the end of each chapter there are a few questions to help reflection or discussion. Using 

these, the book could make a useful focus for a discussion group, other readers will choose 

whether to follow them up, or perhaps keep them for a second reading. 

Is this really a book for confirmation candidates?  It is certainly not childish, but many 

people think more deeply in their teenage years than at any other time.    It is for anyone, 

young or old, who is open to being informed, stretched, and inspired.  

Beryl Elliott 

‘Being Christian’; Rowan Williams,  published  SPCK; £7.99. Contact me if you have difficulty in 

buying it. 
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Benjamin Britten’s songs 

Angie continues to ask us to look for more links/synchronicities in our own life and share them 

within the magazine. 

For many years Richard and I have been members of the Malvern Concert Club, founded in 

1903 by Sir Edward Elgar. 

Six concerts are held annually between September and May at the Forum Theatre in 

Great Malvern. 

Our first concert was in September and this coincided with our holiday in Suffolk. Happily a 

couple of friends were able to use our tickets. It was to be their first visit to the  MCC. 

Late that night, we received an e-mail from them on our iPad, advising that they had both 

thoroughly enjoyed the concert and that the baritone, the renowned Roderick Williams, 

was superb. Amongst his programme of songs were Britten’s own Songs and Proverbs of 

William Blake, originally written for Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau, to be performed at the 1965 

Aldeburgh festival.  

As we read the e-mail we reflected that earlier in the day, whilst in Suffolk we had 

discovered that the Snape Maltings Concert Hall, the main venue for the Aldeburgh Festival, 

would be open to the public for viewing.   We therefore planned to visit firstly the Concert 

Hall, secondly Aldeburgh Church, primarily to view John Piper’s renowned memorial 

stained glass window of the composer, and finally The Red House, Britten’s home. 

We eventually reached the Red House later than expected and as we approached the 

entrance a lady rushed out inviting us to a song recital, just about to begin, in Britten’s 

library. We ran over to the library block, and cautiously entered the library, dominated by 

Britten’s piano and listened to the final words of introduction by the pianist as to what we 

would hear this afternoon. 

We stood entranced, amidst a small group of people, and listened to an impromptu recital 

of Britten’s arrangement of 9 traditional English folk songs, sung by a young delightful and 

extremely talented contralto. 

It wasn’t until we returned home that I fully began to grasp the links between the cultural 

experiences of our friends in Malvern and ours in Aldeburgh at The Red House. For all of 

us, the respective venues were our first visit. Within less than 24 hours we had both 

listened to Benjamin Britten song recitals, accompanied by piano. In both recitals the 

partnership of man and woman, with the pianists having local connections to the venues 

was of the highest order.  Although apart, we were delighted to share these synchronicities 

with our friends. 

Jean Johnson 
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Prestbury Flower Arranging Club  

This year’s outing in September to The Hop Pocket, and then to the gardens at Hampton 

Court in Herefordshire, was very enjoyable - the cream tea was delicious and I didn’t feel 

too guilty, having walked around the lovely gardens first! 

Our demonstrator on Monday 27th October will be Yvonne Berry; following the 

demonstration there will be tea/coffee and biscuits, a chance to browse the goodies on the 

sales table and Yvonne’s arrangements will be raffled. 

Our festive meeting, Monday 24th November, features a demonstration by David Martin 

entitled ‘Christmas Naturally’ – David’s arrangements to be raffled after tea/coffee and 

festive nibbles. There will also be a flower arranging competition – the title is ‘Candle 

Arrangement’’   It would be lovely to see a lot of entries; if photography is more your thing 

why not enter our photography competition?  Bring along a photograph of something floral 

– not pets or grandchildren please . 

Our club meets at Prestbury Hall on Bouncers Lane on the fourth Monday of the month, 

and visitors are always welcome - £6 payable at the door.  

If you would like more information about the club, please ring Esther on 01242 515478 or 

Shirley on 01242 234472 or visit our web page www.prestburyflowerarrangingclub.com  

Penny Kennard 
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Prestbury WI 

The Annual Meeting of Prestbury WI will be held on Monday 10th November. There will 

be a 'Social Evening' after the business, with mulled wine, nibbles and cake supplied by the 

committee. A ‘General Knowledge’ quiz will be available on the tables.  

A Coffee Morning will be held at the WI Hall, on Saturday 15th November. Doors open at 

10am and Coffee/Tea and Rock cakes will be served from 10.30am for £2.50. There will be 

a book stall and Christmas 'bring and buy' table and a raffle.  

The Prestbury WI ‘Grand Christmas Draw' will be held on Wednesday 10th December 

preceded by the Drama Group’s presentation ‘An Entertainment at Christmas'. Doors open 

at 6.45pm for 7.15pm. Admission is by programme - Adults £4.50 and accompanied 

children £2.00. This includes seasonal refreshments. Tickets are available from 01242 

523558 and through WI members. Raffle tickets are also available.  

Passers-by may notice that the gate at the entrance to the hall is missing. It has been 

removed to be renovated and repainted and should soon be back in place looking very 

smart.  

Sally Alexander, Publicity Officer 

 

Marle Hill WI 

Josie Gilbert certainly had an eventful life.  She entertained us with her personal story of 

‘From Foster to Doctor’ at our October meeting.  Born in an RAF helicopter over Dundee, 

she roamed the country in a caravan, was taken into care, fostered, sent to a Catholic girls’ 

school, and when she wanted to go to college, was told she must live in a hostel and find 

herself a job.  She got involved in the pub and catering business before joining London 

Transport as an Underground train driver. She married and came to live in Gloucestershire 

where she fulfilled a lifetime’s ambition and went to college.  After A-Levels, a degree and 

then a doctorate,  Josie managed to achieve what she knew she was capable of.  What a 

lady! 

After the business at the County Autumn Council Meeting, we were entertained by ‘Two 

Blokes and a Piano, Flanders and Swann Recaptured’.  An interesting day was had at the 

V&A to see the Wedding Dress exhibition. Our visit to Oxford involved a good lunch at 

the Ashmolean Museum and an afternoon at the needlework exhibition of exquisite 17th 

century handiwork.  We had a number of trips out in October, as the next event was a visit 

to London and a trip on the river to see the Poppies at the Tower of London.   

A meal at the Ballroom Restaurant, a day with Saga at Denman College, a Group Meeting 

when we shall enjoy afternoon tea and a chocolate making demonstration and a visit to see 

Blenheim Palace decorated for Christmas, are all on the list for the next month.  We are 

once again looking forward to our Birthday Party at the Muffin Man. 

Our AGM takes place at our November meeting when we adopt the new Committee and 

elect our President.  The monthly competition is for 6 homemade cookies.  So we shall be 

tucking in to vote for the winner and entertaining ourselves! 

Sara Jefferies  
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ARE YOU LOOKING AFTER SOMEONE WHO IS ELDERLY, FRAIL,  

SUFFERS FROM ILL HEALTH OR IS DISABLED? 

THEN YOU ARE A  

CARER 

AND ARE WELCOME TO COME ALONG TO 

PRESTBURY CARERS GROUP 
 

 

WE MEET ON THE LAST MONDAY 
OF EACH MONTH 

BETWEEN 11 AM – 12.30 PM 
IN THE GARDEN LOUNGE AT  

CUMMING COURT 
NEW BARN LANE 

PRESTBURY 
GL52 3LX 

 

WE HAVE TALKS, SOCIAL EVENTS, 

FRIENDSHIP AND FUN 

PLEASE COME AND JOIN US 
FOR A DRINK 
AND BISCUIT 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTACT 

SANDY ILES,  COMMUNITY NURSE,  ON 01242 676096,  or 

E MAIL:  sandy.iles@glos-care.nhs.uk 
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DEBRA 

My name is Sue Davison and I am the Community Fundraising Manager for DEBRA in the 

South West. 

DEBRA is the national charity that supports individuals and families affected by 

Epidermolysis Bullosa (EB) – a painful genetic skin blistering condition which, in the worst 

cases, can be fatal. There are at least 5,000 people living with this devastating condition in 

the UK and 500,000 people worldwide.  

EB has a number of distinct forms: in the least severe form, blistering is confined to the 

hands and feet. In more severe cases, the whole body is affected and wounds heal very 

slowly, giving rise to scarring, physical deformity and significant disability. This constant skin 

damage often leads to aggressive and terminal skin cancer in young adults.  

Blistering can also affect inner body linings, such as the mouth and throat and, in its most 

advanced form, EB is fatal in infancy.  

DEBRA was founded in 1978 and provides healthcare and support to children and adults 

living with EB, and community support staff to work directly with individuals and families. 

We are currently working to support people across Gloucestershire. The charity also funds 

pioneering research to find effective treatments and, ultimately, a cure for EB.  

Please help us raise the profile of DEBRA in your local area by inviting me to speak to your 

local community group or school. If you would like to find out more about DEBRA please 

contact me on 07917 230193 or email sue.davison@debra.org.uk. 

Sue Davison 

Community Fundraising Manager - South West England & South Wales 

sue.davison@debra.org.uk 

Mobile: 0791 7230193,  Head Office: 01344 771961 

 

 
 

DEBRA is the national charity that supports individuals and families affected by 

Epidermolysis Bullosa (EB) – a painful genetic skin blistering condition which, in 

the worst cases, can be fatal. 

 
A charity registered in England and Wales (1084958) and Scotland (SC039654).  
Company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (4118259). 
DEBRA House, 13 Wellington Business Park, Dukes Ride, Crowthorne, Berks RG45 6LS 
www.debra.org.uk. 

 

 

  

mailto:sue.davison@debra.org.uk
mailto:sue.davison@debra.org.uk
http://www.debra.org.uk/
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M.A.C.S. SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY APPEAL 
FOR £21,000 

To celebrate 21 years of work in Malawi 

 

Thanks to a grant of £25,000 from the White Feather Foundation we hope to complete an 

extended project in Nkope village to pipe the first clean, treated water to: 

 45 bed Health Centre and its Guardian Shelter 

 Primary School (1228 pupils) 

 Residential Unit for 40 blind or low vision learners 

 Secondary School (167 students) 

 23 houses of clinicians, nurses, teachers and priest 

The plan: 

 New sand-filtered extraction system for lake water 

 Replace two old tanks and towers 

 Increase storage capacity to 35,000 litres of chlorinated water 

 Old supply pipelines to be renewed and extended 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help us by making an online donation at  https://mydonate.bt.com/events/water21 

Sent in by Roger Hodges 
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Children’s Corner 
This Month’s Theme is Fire!  

We hear about fire a lot in the Bible and often it is used as a sign from God. Moses was a 

very important person in the Old Testament, and many quite amazing things happened to 

him. When God wanted to speak to him, he appeared in the form of fire.  

 

Parents: Read the story with your children, and perhaps help them to think about these things:  

 How do you think Moses felt when he saw the unusual bush? How would you feel if you 

saw a burning bush and heard the voice of the Lord?  

 Why do you think Moses was asked to take his shoes off? When do you normally do 

that?  

 Why were God’s people crying out?  

 Why do you think God said he would perform wonders among the Egyptians?  

Moses and the Burning Bush: From Exodus 3 

One day, Moses was looking after some sheep in the wilderness. He was wandering across 

the land when he came to Horeb, the 

mountain of God.  Suddenly he saw a 

burning bush, but although the bush was 

on fire, it did not burn up, so he went over 

to investigate! Suddenly, God called him 

from within the bush. “Moses, Moses!“ 

And Moses said, “Here I am.” God told 

him to take off his sandals and listen. 

Moses hid his face, afraid to look at God. 

The Lord said, “I have seen how 

miserable my people are in Egypt, where 

they are slaves. I have come to rescue 

them and send them to a land flowing 

with milk and honey. Go and bring my people out of Egypt! “. 

But Moses said to God, “How can I do this when I am not Pharaoh?” 

 So God said, “I will be with you. And when you are out of Egypt, you will worship God on 

this mountain.” 

 Moses was still not sure, and said, “They may ask who has sent me?” God replied, just say, 

“I AM who I AM, and I AM has sent you”.   

 “Go and see the elders, they will listen to you. Then go to the King of Egypt and say to 

him, let us take a three-day journey into the wilderness to offer sacrifices to our Lord. I will 

make him let you go because my hand is mighty. I will perform wonders among the 

Egyptians and they will let you go. When you leave, ask the Egyptians for silver and gold and 

they will give it to you.”  

So Moses went to do as the Lord said…. 
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Craft activity 

 Here’s a really fun and simple activity for small and older children alike.  

 All you need is: A paper plate (or circle of card), some glue, some small wooden twigs, 

red, orange and yellow tissue paper (or foil, or coloured sweet wrappers) card, scissors. 

 First, colour in your paper plate to look like the ground Moses walked upon. 

 Then, glue your twigs and build a ‘fire’ on your plate.  

 When the glue is dry, add torn up or twisted pieces of tissue, foil or wrappers and poke 

them between the twigs to make a little ‘fire’ 

 If you like, you can cut out some card and make Moses, and even his slippers!  

 Or – pretend your toys are camping, they can cook on the 

fire!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wordsearch Time!  

How many words relating to fire and flames can you find?   

Fire      Heat  

Flame      Burn 

Ash      Smoke 

Kindling     Wood 

Charred      Coal 

Embers       Fuel 
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COLOURING ! 

Colour in this picture of Moses and the Burning Bush  
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North Cheltenham Churches Football Team 

Sponsored by Revolve Studios Ltd 

 

On 6 September NCC began the season against St John’s Cirencester, a team 

new to the league. Tom Burns had an early chance for NCC but his header was 

cleared off the line. Then, in the twenty-second minute, Ian Jones sped down the 

wing and crossed the ball to Charlie Davidson, whose volley sent the ball into 

the net. Soon after this the visitors equalised when a good pass beat the NCC defence, 

allowing an attacker to score. Early in the second half St John’s took the lead from a 

penalty. Charlie Davidson had an effort put over the bar before James Stevens, on the hour, 

levelled the scores. However the new boys grabbed the winner with a late volley.  

NCC 2   St John’s Cirencester 3  

A week later NCC visited C3 Dons; the opening twenty minutes were balanced, 

even though the Dons had a goal ruled out for offside. Then NCC took control 

by scoring thrice inside ten minutes; Barry Styman netted with a long range shot 

and Ian Jones converted a penalty, taking his tally of goals for NCC to 100; an 

astounding achievement. Barry Styman scored his second when his shot beat the diving 

keeper. Although the hosts made a game of it they conceded another goal, on the stroke of 

half time, when Ian Jones sped through the middle of play. In the second half James Stevens 

scored and Aaron Brown notched up the final goal. For NCC Ted Guest made several 

good saves.   C3 Dons 0   NCC 6 

On 20 September NCC was away to St Matthew’s, who dominated the opening 

ten minutes, and scored from close range, following a corner. Following some 

attacks of their own NCC netted two goals inside three minutes; the first, from 

a corner, saw Harry Wilks head a great effort and the second came after Barry 

Styman’s long range shot flew into the net. Early in the second half NCC went further 

ahead when James Stevens volleyed home with the keeper way off his line. Then 

St Matthew’s increased their pressure, and pulled one back after meeting a parry from the 

keeper. In the ninetieth minute St Matthew’s, still dominating, scored an equaliser when a 

speculative shot crept in.   St Matthew’s 3   NCC 3 

A week later NCC hosted the current league leaders in a cup match. Few 

chances were created before NCC won three successive corners. From the last 

Simon Trew headed towards goal, where Aaron Brown fired in, to score. Just 

before half time, and following some close play, James Stevens scored, giving 

NCC a comfortable cushion. In the second half the visitors made several attacks, and, with 

twenty minutes remaining, won a free kick; the low hard struck effort went in! NCC missed 

a number of scoring chances which always kept their visitors in the game, and so it proved 

when, with four minutes left, they scored after the home keeper misjudged the ball. Being a 

tied cup score meant a penalty shoot-out to decide the winners, and unfortunately NCC 

missed out.      NCC 2   St Andrews 2;  St Andrews won 5-4 on penalties  

Michael Wyatt 
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Jeremiah Chapter 29 Verses 4-7 

This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from 

Jerusalem to Babylon: “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 

Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, 

so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. Also 

seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for 

it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 

In Chapter 29:4-7 Jeremiah contradicts what prophets before him have been saying. Their 

message was one of hope and returning to their land. The Lord, through Jeremiah, was 

telling them to remain in exile. This shows how the people’s thinking is expectant - they 

believe they are the people of Israel and will return to their land. They believe therefore 

that God is the God of Israel and will enable this to happen. The false prophets’ message is 

more believable to them than Jeremiah’s. This is what makes Jeremiah’s message in Verses 

4-7 interesting, as when put into context, it is radically different to what other prophets at 

the time were saying. It is the opposite. 

Jeremiah really wants the people to understand his message, and there appear to be lots of 

repetition of words used throughout Jeremiah with a theme of replanting, building and new 

land. It is a parallel of what happens in Genesis chapters 6-9 - the story of the flood and 

Noah’s Ark. Genesis 6 tells us” [when] The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the 

earth had become...” God resolves to “wipe mankind, whom [He] created, from the face of the 

earth... But Noah found favour in the eyes of the LORD.” So God does not destroy all mankind 

but instead cleanses the wickedness, renewing his people through his chosen servant Noah. 

God promises not to destroy the whole world again in Genesis 9 v15 Never again will the 

waters become a flood to destroy all life. However, he has to destroy the things that cause sin 

and injustice, cleansing his people and re-establishing them to his service. The repeated use 

of the words ‘restore’ and ‘rebuild’ in Jeremiah emphasise this. For example in Chapter 30 

v3-5 ‘and restore them to the land’ and 16-20 ‘But I will restore you to health’ God’s attention is 

on the time after the punishment, focusing on how things will be once the old ways are 

gone and Israel is once again in right relationship with Him.  

This idea of a new or ‘right’ relationship is explored in chapter 29 verses 4-7. God tells 

them to “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce…  Effectively 

they should stay in exile and be happy with it. Making a life away from Israel, they should get 

on with their lives in Babylon, accept the kingship of the Babylonian empire and learn to 

know God there. This is confirmed further in verses 12-14 

“Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me 

and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and 

will bring you back from captivity.” 

This challenges me as a youth worker to look at my relationship with God. How can we 

empower young people or challenge their ways if we are not in the right relationship with 

God?  When you are out of your comfort zone you need to seek God’s will, not the will of 

the world. As the writer, Mark Yaconelli, explores ‘We minister among young people whose 

souls are malnourished and depleted by a culture that worships not the God of Jesus, but a God of 

our own making.’   
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This proves to be a challenge to the people of Israel due to the historical context. The 

security of the Israeli people was based on physical symbols. The temple symbolised the 

protection of their God and their lands symbolized their freedom from slavery. Through 

the prophecies of Jeremiah, God threatens to remove both of these things as punishment 

for their sins. This contradicts the whole foundation of Jewish thinking and as such, if they 

accept this, they must consider how to live in a world where God is in exile.  

God challenges his people to seek him where they are. They are no longer in Israel; God is 

no longer with them, he is in exile. The concept that God could be found outside Israel was 

a foreign one to those in exile. God is challenging them to really seek him and to rely on 

him. They are going to be in exile for 70 years. Israel will be restored but it will be a new 

Israel. 

Over just three verses (Jeremiah 29:4-7) God through Jeremiah has turned Israel’s thinking 

upside down!  

As youth workers, it is sometimes necessary to push outside our comfort zones - maybe 

through detached work;  working with difficult people; or any of numerous challenging 

roles which arise when working with young people. This is what God is challenging us to do 

through these verses. He can be found in exile, just as he can be found outside the church 

building, but you have to be willing to seek him with all your heart. This often means going 

to places where you may not be comfortable, but it is in these places that God will meet 

with us, as he did the Jews in exile.  

Chapter 29:4-7, and the wider book of Jeremiah, teach us a lot about different approaches 

to youth work. It reminds us to look back, encouraging reflective practice as the officials 

and the people did in Jeremiah 26:16. Their reflections prevented Jeremiah from being 

killed. It challenges us to explore our relationship with God and to look at ourselves before 

we make a judgment on our young people and their relationship with God. The people in 

exile were challenged to rethink their idea of God. They had to rediscover him whilst away 

from where they were comfortable. They were no longer in Israel; therefore God really 

needed to be sought and his promise of restoration relied upon. The young people we 

work with tend to reflect what we portray.  Therefore if the relationship we have with God 

doesn’t show an element of trust, how can we expect the young people to fully rely on 

God if we aren’t doing so ourselves?  It also sets us the challenge of working outside our 

comfort zones. Accompanying young people on their journey with God, although never 

easy, can be very rewarding and, if we trust in God’s plan, we too will eventually see God’s 

promise of restoration.   

Hannah Bennett 
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary’s, Prestbury 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Eucharist 
   09.30 Celebrate! All-age worship 
   11.00 Sung Eucharist  
   18.30 Evensong 
  Monday 09.00 Morning Prayer 

   09.30 Eucharist  
  Wednesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 

   19.30 Eucharist  
  Thursday 10.30 Eucharist 
  Friday 08.00 Eucharist 
  Saturday 09.30 Eucharist 

St Nicolas, Prestbury 
  Sunday 09.30 Sung Eucharist 
  Tuesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 
   10.00 Said Eucharist 
  Daily (excluding Sundays & Bank Holidays) 

   17.00 Evening Prayer 

All Saints 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Mass 
   10.30 Sung Mass 
   18.30 Choral Evensong 
  Thursday 09.00 Morning Prayer 
   11.15 Said Mass 

St Lawrence,  Swindon Village   

Sundays 1st 10.30 Together at Ten Thirty  -  all-age worship 
  18.30 Sung Holy Communion 
 2nd 09.15  BCP Holy Communion 
  18.30 Evensong 
 3rd & 4th 09.15 Holy Communion 
  18.30 Evensong 
 5th 09.15 Holy Communion 
  18.30 Songs of Praise (alternates with St Mary Magdalene) 

St Mary Magdalene,  Elmstone Harwicke 
  Sundays  1st,2nd,3rd& 4th 10.30 Holy Communion 
   5th 10.30 Holy Communion 
   or 18.30 Songs of Praise  
     (alternates with St Lawrence.  On the Sundays we 
     host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service) 
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