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Team Office admin@northchelt.org.uk 01242 244373   

St Nicolas Church, Swindon Lane, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL50 4PA 
The office is open Monday to Friday 09.00-12.00 

Outside these hours please leave a message on the answer phone 
 

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings 

may be arranged at the Team Surgery on Saturdays 10.30-11.00 am 

in St Nicolas Room, Swindon Lane, Prestbury,  GL50 4PA 

Other Pastoral Matters & Reconciliation (Confession) 

please contact one of the clergy (telephone numbers above) 
 

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Editors, the Clergy, 

the Parochial Church Council, or of any authoritative body of the Church of England 

 

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of  

St Mary and St Nicolas Prestbury Cheltenham – Registered Charity No 1130933 
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Bells 

The sound of Church Bells across the meadow, or across the rooftops: how evocative of 

England; how evocative of Sunday. 

The prime purpose of a Church Bell is to call people to worship. 

There are two principal ways of getting sound from a bell, one is to hit it with a hammer 

(known as chiming), or to swing the bell so that an internally mounted clapper hits it from 

inside (ringing). In England the way in which a Church Bell is rung has evolved uniquely, with 

the bell mounted on a wheel (‘hung’) in such a way that it can be turned upside down. With 

a rope attached to the rim of the wheel and a mechanism to prevent the bell from going 

too far over the top in either direction, it is possible to control when the bell sounds by 

pulling on the rope in a particular way. 

Bells in a tower are normally tuned to a scale with the deepest one (the Tenor) being ‘doh’. 

The number of bells hung for ringing can range from 3 to 16, with the majority being 6 or 8. 

Not all the bells need to be rung at any given time. The lightest ring of bells hung in a 

church are the 6 at St Christopher’s, Warden Hill. The largest of these weighs just over 25 

kilogrammes. The largest bell in the world hung for change ringing is the Tenor in Liverpool 

Cathedral at 4 tonnes. 

Change ringing starts with ‘Rounds’, that is the lightest, highest tuned bell (the Treble) rings 

first and then down the scale to the Tenor. For the next change the order of the bells can 

be altered so that a bell keeps its position, or it swaps either with one ringing immediately 

before it or just after it. It is possible to create a set of rules so that each bell follows a 

clear pattern, returning to Round after a number of changes. There is a wide variety of valid 

patterns and some sets of patterns enable all the possible permutations of changes to be 

rung. For 7 bells there are 5040 changes (mathematicians: factorial 7), and this would take 

about 3 hours. 

Some sets of patterns are more musical than others, and some are easier to ring than 

others. 

Change Ringing requires physical skill (not necessarily strength) and concentration to ring 

the bells in the right sequence and at the right time. 

I was taught to ring in the mid 1950’s here at St Mary’s, and that is where I now ring. Like 

many activities these days, it is difficult to find new people to maintain the tradition. If you 

think you might be interested in learning to ring, please contact Jonathan or Jenni, listed 

under ‘Bellringers’ at the back of the magazine. 

Ringers have a unique and historic way of praising God. It is a very enjoyable and sociable 

way of using the talents we have been given, to His glory. 

Next time you hear Church Bells remember that this is just one of the many ways in which 

we can praise God. 

Blessings.       

 The Rev’d Howard K Nichols 
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Editorial Team Page 

The response to June’s theme of ‘BELLS’ has been magnificent. I especially want to thank 

Jenni Scruton for co-ordinating a fascinating and wide range of articles, which should appeal 

to all ages, men and women. The photos she has collected are rarely seen and thanks to 

Brian Wood, we are publishing historic bells with inscriptions. Bernard Parkin (page 28) 

provides ‘Summoned by bells’, a section of his biographical trilogy. Bernard, along with the 

Revd Howard and other well-known Prestbury Bell ringers are featured in David Lyle’s 

photograph on the tower steps in 2010, when they rang for the Diamond Jubilee. 

How many of our readers watched the BBC 1 ‘One Show’ on St George’s Day (23rd April), 

when a chorus of bells rang across England?  The programme featured Lichfield Cathedral 

and I am sure that Prestbury Mothers’ Union members watching the programme were 

transported back to our absorbing outing in the summer of 2010. What we all love about 

bells is that they are essentially English, ringing across our green and pleasant land.  Within 

these pages we read of how bells call us to prayer and big national events. 

10th May was Rogation Sunday and also the beginning of Christian Aid week. Fr Stephen 

and Neil Jones led Rogation Sunday at St Mary Magdalene with ‘Beating the Bounds’, a 

virtual tour around the Parish asking for God’s blessings on all their work.  With the aid of 

a map and detailed itinerary from Neil, Fr Stephen delivered a fitting service for this most 

rural of Parishes.  At coffee time, we celebrated VE Day and were regaled with stories of 

German Bombers returning to their bases by flying up the River Severn, having dropped 

their bombs on Bristol, together with a quiz: ‘What was this whistle used for during the 

war?’ The gentleman asking the question had served in the Navy! 

Later in the day, at St Nicolas, Daphne Philpot and Revd Liz, supported by an instrumental 

ensemble provided by our Celebrate Band and accomplished musicians from within the 

NCTM, led a beautiful Taizé-style service,  to mark the beginning of Christian Aid week, a 

charity which works to bring an end to poverty around the world.  Details page 14. 

June is a traditional fund-raising month. We have a Prestbury Memorial Trust coffee 

morning and Prestbury Open Gardens (see page 15). Fiona Hall on page 33 updates us on 

URCHINS, an invaluable village resource for young families, and on page 5 Maggie Morris 

highlights the significant issues of Gloucestershire’s 60,000 unpaid Carers, and a care and 

support group for our heroes here in Prestbury. 

This is Stella’s final magazine and we will be saying farewell and thank-you to her in June. 

She has been a tower of strength, providing experience and a steady nerve over three years 

and I frankly do not know how we will manage without her!  She readily stepped into my 

shoes earlier this year, and without her flexibility and hard work we would have struggled 

to produce Magazines! The Magazine team and our readers will miss Stella hugely. We wish 

her well and pray that we soon find her successor. 

Jean Johnson 

___________________________________________________________________ 

July/August Magazine Deadline:  Saturday 13th June 2015 

Future Themes:   July / August English rivers 

    September Schooldays  
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Church Bells 

Leonard Clark, the Gloucestershire poet, wrote one Christmas: 

“I heard bells ringing 

Suddenly all together, one wild, intricate figure, 

Climbing the winter-winged air in December 

Norwich ,Gloucester, Salisbury, combined with York 

To shake Worcester and Paul’s into the old discovery 

Made frost-fresh again. 

I heard these rocketing and wound-remembering chimes 

Running their blessed counterpoint  

Round the mazes of my mind, 

And felt their message brimming over with love,  

Watering my cold heart……” 

This poem captures Christmas for me and ends: 

“And a single golden bell, 

Repeating as knees bowed, the name EMMANUEL.” 

For many people the sound of church bells is part of the English countryside 

You will know that ringers ring their bells to let worshippers know there is going to be a 

service.   There’s an inscription in a Devon church which explains it all: 

"That folk may come to church in time, I chime; 

When pleasure’s on the wing, I ring; 

To speed the parting soul, I toll." 

 

Church bells sound out from bell towers in many countries summoning the Christian 

faithful to recite the Lord’s Prayer, or the Angelus, a prayer recited in honour of the 

Incarnation of God. I’m reminded of a well-known painting which shows two peasants 

bowing their heads in prayer at the Angelus.   

It’s well known that bells are commonly rung in celebration.  They’re an essential part of 

celebrating Christmas and are often heard celebrating a wedding.   

Bells often celebrate a service of thanksgiving. Church bells rang out recently to celebrate 

the anniversary of VE Day.  Some of us will remember that during the first years of the 

Second World War bells were not rung as they were used to indicate a German invasion.  

The ringing of the ‘Angelus’ or Ave Maria which is heard in the countryside on the 

Continent may have developed out of the curfew.  Sometimes (usually just a single bell) 

rings after funerals as the coffin leaves or is interred. In the game of Oranges and Lemons 

the words ‘the great bell of Bow’ refers to the custom of tolling the bell when a criminal 

was executed and you’ll remember that the game ends with a playful version of chopping off 

heads! 

We couldn’t do without our church bells.  God bless the ringers and the listeners. 

Ralph Griffin  
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Who Cares for the Carers? 

Are you caring for someone? Maybe an elderly relative, a child with disabilities or a young 

person struggling with substance abuse or a mental health condition. 

A carer is anyone who gives unpaid support to look after someone who is unable to look 

after themselves. 

It is a challenging role but there is plenty of support out there. 

Carers Gloucestershire is an independent charity and provides many services. Its advisors 

will help with the maze of welfare benefits and help with form filling. 

They can provide counselling for carers who are struggling with the immensity of their task 

and also provide short breaks in their caravan in Burnham on Sea. 

A carer may register on the emergency carers scheme whereby they can carry a card which 

will enable the service to alert next of kin or neighbours and can arrange 48 hour 

emergency help where necessary. 

Local support groups are also available, and in Prestbury the local group meets at Cummins 

Court on the last Monday morning of the month. It is facilitated by Sandy Iles, a nurse with 

one of the local practices. The group decides on the agenda and this can be talks by 

professionals, or social events. Recently they have had talks on First Aid by the Red Cross, 

and from the diabetic nurse, the village agent and a reflexologist.  Interspersed with these 

have been picnics, outings and afternoon teas. 

One of the most important roles of the group is to share experiences, both good and bad.  

Sandy would welcome new members and she can be reached on 01242 676096. 

Spare a thought, too, for our young carers.  Gloucestershire Young Carers help those 

under the age of 24 years who care for a member of their family who is ill or disabled. 

Often these youngsters are missing out on school or work commitments and certainly any 

social life.  Young Carers provide group sessions and activities. They will help to provide 

support both to the carer and to the family. 

Young Carers in this area meet regularly at Oakwood Children’s Centre after school hours. 

If you are in this situation or know anyone else who is, please alert them to the help that is 

available before their own health is at risk. 

For Gloucestershire Carers   Helpline 0300 111 9000  

Sandy Iles  local support   01242 676096 

Young Carers    01452 733060 

Maggie Morris 
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Loughborough Carillon, Bell Foundry and links with St Mary’s 

The market town of Loughborough, Leicestershire was my home town for the first ten 

years of my life. 

This month’s theme of Bells, together with the enduring WW1 theme from  our Aug/Sept 

2014 issue, has not only re-awakened early memories, but also provided the impetus to 

research the town’s Grand Carillon and Taylor’s Bell Foundry, the latter having  a direct 

and important link with St Mary’s, which Arthur describes in detail on page 20. 

1. The Grand Carillon 

From 1954-1959 I attended the Emmanuel Church Sunday school on Forest Road.  A large 

church with an equally large congregation which fully embraced all the festivals. I vividly 

recall going along to a Harvest Festival Service, and walking down the long aisle with a huge 

cabbage, which my father had dug up that morning and then wrapped in newspaper so that 

the soil didn’t spill everywhere!  After Sunday School he would collect me and we would 

either walk or drive down to the Carillon in Queen’s Park and listen to the peal of bells, an 

unparalleled sound which Jennie Scruton helped me to rediscover by providing the 

following link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0lGF2Joc20 

I listened to the unique peal of bells with great joy. I recall the tower as being very, very tall 

and at 152’ it seemed to a 5 year old to almost touch the sky.  

The Carillon is an extraordinary musical instrument dating back five centuries. Just before 

the turn of the 20th Century, it enjoyed a resurgence in Belgium and the concept of the 

Loughborough War Memorial was associated with Belgium, where so many British 

Servicemen lost their lives. 

It is a War memorial built to commemorate the men of the town who gave their lives in 

WW1.  Designed by Sir Walter Tapper and built by William Moss and Sons Ltd, it is now a 

Grade II listed building with 47 bells, all of which were cast by the John Taylor Bell Foundry 

in the town. 

Plans for the tower were finalised in 1919 and when completed in 1923, it was the first and 

only purpose-built Grand Carillon in Britain. The dedication was held on Sunday 22nd July, 

1923, and led by the Bishop of Peterborough - Frank Theodore Woods, and Field Marshall 

Sir William Robertson. Sir Edward Elgar composed ‘Carillon Chimes’ for the occasion. 

The tower is set within the beautiful Queen’s Park.  It houses a museum of three rooms 

packed with military memorabilia, including one room dedicated to the Leicestershire 

Yeomanry.  Visitors can climb the 138 steps, past the 47 bells and enjoy fantastic views 

across Loughborough. There are recitals throughout the summer every Thursday and 

Sunday from 1300-1400hrs. In 1996 the Prestbury Coach party, (see page 21) accompanying 

the bells to the foundry for restoration were given the opportunity of ringing the Carillon 

bells! It would be lovely to hear of your experience in our July/August Magazine. 

  

2. John Taylor Bell Foundry, “Home of the World’s finest Bells”  

In 1881 the foundry cast the largest bell in Britain, the Great Peal of St Paul’s Cathedral.  
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It has also cast numerous bells for international 

customers including Washington Cathedral and Yale 

University in the USA, together with the Canberra 

Monument in Australia. 

The business, which had been in existence since 1784, 

operated in Freehold Street Loughborough from 1840 

until 2009, when the business was sold to UK Bell 

Foundries Ltd, preserving the jobs of the 11 remaining 

employees and protecting the inherent skills and value 

of the business. The sale saved the museum (right) and 

important records, which it is hoped can be placed in a 

Charitable Heritage Trust and developed as part of the 

National Archive. 

Jean Johnson 

 

 

 
The Carillon at Loughborough 

 

 

Other links:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ESFSmsSYE4A 

http://www.taylorbells.co.uk 
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North Cheltenham Team pilgrimage to Walsingham 
This was my second visit to the shrine at Walsingham… however, in many respects it could 

well have been my first, because the previous one was at least 50 years ago!   My only 

recollection from that first one is walking in procession singing “Ave, ave, ave Maria”, and 

indeed, this again was the highlight of the weekend for me during the trip at the beginning 

of May.   The evening procession, with everyone (probably 180 all together) carrying 

candles and singing in unison, is a very special event.   How come everyone sings in unison 

you may ask…. usually on Palm Sunday this is not the case!   Well, music from the organ is 

carried through pipes underground and has outlets at strategic places on the processional 

route through the gardens, so everyone stays together! 

The whole experience was special – the traditional Anglican services and rites – the 

reverence, the stillness of the Holy House inside the church, and the knowledge that 

worship had taken place here for centuries.    

An interesting aside for my husband and me was that we bumped into some people we 

knew there from Cheltenham, and found, in fact, one of them was the official archivist for 

the shrine at Walsingham, and works hard digitising old documents and bringing order to 

chaos!     It was also the weekend where Tamil people from all over the country converge 

at the Roman Catholic shrine down the road, so that was interesting to see. 

Photos courtesy of Colin Holman and Stella Caney. 

Stella Caney 

     
         In fine voice!                          Pilgrimage complex at sunset                 One of the side chapels 
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Who will Toll the Bell? 

“I”, say the bull, “because I can pull.” 

So finishes the old nursery rhyme about Cock Robin, and I was the one, aged 6, who 

recited that last line! I have now learned to ring properly and in fact, you should not pull 

too hard, and it gets easier as you get better. 

There are two groups of people in Prestbury who help to create that sound which 

distinguishes English Churches from The Continent: Clock winders and Bell Ringers. The 

former are a team who take monthly turns to wind three times a week. The duties are 

shared out in a local hostelry over a drink. A large drum, like a musical box, is situated at 

the level of the clock faces, and weights as in a grandfather clock work the mechanism. Pegs 

the size of your thumb activate wires connected to hammers, which strike the outside of 

the bells in the classic “Westminster Chimes”. 

Some churches have a campanile, which is a system to allow one person to pull the wires in 

a tune of their choice. European churches have a wider scale of bells for more complex 

tunes rung by a machine, or a person called a campanologist. 

The second form of bell ringing in Prestbury sounds tuneful, but the bells only make small 

changes of timing among each other. Each bell is separately controlled by one person per 

bell so eight bells need eight people. The bell swings round a full 360-degree circle and a 

clapper inside the bell falls across the mouth to strike the sound. The photo shows lots of 

ringers on the tower steps, all of whom have rung at Prestbury in their time, but a smaller 

number make up the current band. They all returned for the Queen’s Jubilee, and Bernard 

Parkin rang at her Coronation! 

New ringers as well as lapsed are always welcome in order to continue the tradition. We 

have a mix of occupations, educational, industrial, medical, horticultural, financial, civil 

service, domestic, but essentially we come for fun, physical exercise, and mental stimulation. 

Young minds learn quickest but move away, hopefully to ring elsewhere or pick up later as I 

did, having started at Prestbury, and then Dorset in my 20s. Any age is good to start and I 

have rung with someone who took up the art in his 80s! 

The small photo shows some of the current band, and indicates some of the terminology 

used in bell ringing which soon becomes familiar. What is 1260 Plain Bob Doubles? Plain 

Bob is a particular pattern (Method), which mixes up the order of the bells. In Doubles, the 

heaviest bell rings regularly at the back of the group (Change), while the other bells “do the 

work”. Each order in which the bells ring, 123456 – 213456 etc is a change, and 1260 was 

the number of changes we rang. On seven bells it is possible to have 5040 different changes, 

which takes about 3 hours to ring and is a “Peal”. 1260 is a “Quarter Peal”. 

On Sundays and Tuesday practice we ring short “Touches”, stop, have a chat and some 

chocolate before deciding to have another go with a different “Band”, or try another 

“Method”. If there is a new ringer or the method is one we are learning then we might 

“Fire up”, so stop, have a discussion and try again. That is the pleasure, there is always 

something to learn and it is a team effort. Do try us out on Tuesdays 7.30-9.00. 

David Lyle 
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Licensing of Revd Liz Palin as a stipendary associate priest in the benefice 

in St Mary’s on Sunday 26 April 2015 during Evensong led by Archdeacon Robert Springett. 
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Snippets from the Tower 

On 24th March we held our Bellringers’ AGM in the ringing room at St Mary’s after a 

shortened Tuesday practice. Fr Stephen kindly chaired the meeting, which was attended by 

9 of our 11 tower members. 

The officers for 2015-16 remain the same as before i.e. Jonathan Sweetman as Tower 

Captain, Sarah Collacott as his deputy, Jenni Scruton as Secretary and Treasurer (as well as 

being the main point of contact between the Church and ringers), Charles Beardsell as 

Steeplekeeper and Anthony Smith as Quarter Peal Secretary.  

Our practices on Tuesdays are generally well attended; ringers from other towers join us 

and help out with learning new methods and supporting our local band. We are very 

grateful to them. Sunday mornings are more of a struggle for us as we sometimes have 

fewer than 6 people who turn up to ring. We are rarely able to ring all of our 8 bells on a 

Sunday.  People from other towers are busy in their own churches on Sundays.  We would 

love to have more ringers join us on Sundays at 1015, so if you are a lapsed ringer, and wish 

to take up your hobby again, we would love to see you. We are a friendly bunch of folk and 

we don’t try to ring anything too fancy, so you need not be put off by thinking we may ring 

things that you cannot master! 

In Holy Week (when we do not hold a practice) we did our usual spring clean and 

maintenance of the ringing room, the clock chamber and the bell area. Cobwebs were 

removed, floors etc vacuumed and everything generally made more spick and span. The 

bells and fittings were checked and tightened where necessary.  

There are several couples who are to be married at St Mary’s this year who have requested 

that the bells be rung for their happy day, and we look forward to helping to make their day 

special. It is not always easy to get a band of 6 experienced ringers who are free to ring, but 

given enough notice I can usually manage to assemble a band who will make a joyful noise.  

If you feel you would like to learn to ring the bells at St Mary’s please feel free to give either 

Jonathan or Jenni a ring, their phone numbers are inside the back cover of the magazine, 

and we will arrange a time for you to come along and see what we do and if it might be the 

hobby for you. It’s a hobby that really grows on you, you meet new people and there’s 

always something new to learn and new experiences to be had. 

Jenni Scruton 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Cover photograph by Brian Wood 

Love one another, for love is of God 

The Treble bell in St Mary’s Tower 
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Christian Aid Week 2015 

Christian Aid works in some of the world’s poorest communities in around 50 countries at 

any one time. We act where there is great need, regardless of religion, helping people to 

live a full life, free from poverty.  We provide urgent, practical and effective assistance in 

tackling the root causes of poverty as well as its effects. 

In Christian Aid Week in Gloucestershire last year 1390 collectors from 152 churches 

raised £159,458.68.  In the parish of Prestbury between St Nicolas and St Mary’s we raised 

over £6000 and we hope that this year we can do better. 

I now feel like a returning officer at the recent elections. The total collected by St Mary’s 

end of the parish is £5,099 and that collected at St Nicolas’ end of the parish was £1,264. 

I therefore declare that the total collected by the parish of Prestbury during Christian Aid 

week 2015 week was £6,362. 

Thank you to all who worked hard to secure this total, the local organizers and those going 

from door to door, do not be deterred by the comments from some, but rather be 

encouraged by the willingness of others to give. 

We look forward to having your support again next year. 

Allan Philpot  and Roger Hodges 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I to the church the living call  

& to the grave do summon all 

The Tenor bell in St Mary’s Tower 
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Forthcoming Events 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Prestbury URC Coffee Morning – Saturday 6th June 

Our monthly coffee morning takes place as usual at 10.30 am. Cakes, books and a raffle are 

available as well as teas and coffees. 

Thank you to all who supported our May Fair – we made a grand total of £400 !  
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Prestbury Memorial Trust concert:  12th June 
On Friday 12th June, the Prestbury Memorial Trust is delighted to welcome the 

Gloucestershire Police Male Voice Choir, under the direction of George Taylor, who will 

be giving a varied recital of music at St Mary’s Church beginning at 7.30pm. Tickets cost £6 

and are available from the Trust’s Warden - please email prestburymt@gmail.com or call 

01242 579097.  Refreshments will be served during the interval. The Choir, established in 

1970, performs in aid of a wide variety of charities. We are very fortunate to host the choir 

in our beautiful church and hope that the event will be well supported.  

Jane Banwell 

 

C4 Choir – Free Performance – 19th June 
C4 Children’s Choir will give one performance only of ‘Pirates versus Mermaids’ on Friday 

19th June, 7pm at Prestbury URC. Free entry. All are most welcome. 

 

Prestbury Open Gardens 
Saturday 20th & Sunday 21st June, 2 - 5pm 

Once again visitors will be able to wander around the village exploring some of the beautiful 

gardens, so do tell your family and friends. Tickets (£5 per person, accompanied children 

free) from any participating garden displaying ‘Prestbury Open Gardens’ sign or from 

St Mary’s Church, during opening times.  Delicious cream teas will be on sale in church 

from 3 - 5pm and all profits go to St Mary’s funds. 

As an added attraction, again there will be a Plant Sale in Prestbury Library grounds, 

organised by Cheltenham Horticultural Society. As well as members’ plants for sale, Ireley 

Hardy Plants will be there, and The Butterfly Garden will sell plants grown by people of all 

ages dealing with disablement of any kind. 

Enquiries: open-gardens@prestbury.net 

Janet White 

 

Cheltenham Philharmonic Orchestra concert: 21st June 
Joanna MacGregor joins the Cheltenham Philharmonic Orchestra  

Our Summer Concert takes place on Sunday 21st June at 3.00pm in Pittville Pump Room. 

This renowned pianist, now Professor of piano at The Royal Academy of Music, will play 

Benjamin Britten’s Piano Concerto. The full programme is: 

Britten  Piano Concerto -  soloist Joanna MacGregor 

Ivor Gurney Gloucestershire Rhapsody 

Britten  Sea Interludes 

Tickets £15 adult; Students under 25 £7; 16 and under free, from Town Hall Box Office 

0844 576 2210 

We invite you to join us for the amazing opportunity to hear this rarely performed 

concerto.  

Wendy Price  
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Support Sue Ryder in the Cheltenham Challenge 
 – Sunday 21st June 2015  

Take part in the 2015 Cheltenham Challenge and support Sue Ryder’s incredible hospice 

and neurological care. 

Starting and ending at Cheltenham Racecourse, the multi-terrain routes present fabulous 

views and challenges for all who take part – whether you chose to run, walk or participate 

as a family. 

The routes use public footpaths through glorious Cotswold countryside, offering choice of 

a 5k, 10k, Half Marathon, Full Marathon and Ultimate challenges. There is something for 

everyone, including experienced runners, novices, juniors, families, children and walkers. 

Sign up and register your support for Sue Ryder, and your participation will support 

Leckhampton Court Hospice, Cheltenham. You will find a direct JustGiving link on the 

charity page within the event registration system. Early bird discounts available. 

Register today at www.cheltenhamchallenge.org.uk 

With grateful thanks, 

Angela Walker 

Volunteer with Fundraising Team 

Sue Ryder, Leckhampton Court Hospice 

 

 

EVENING OF ENTERTAINMENT 

We will be holding our third Evening of Entertainment on Saturday June 27 at 

7pm in St Nicolas Church. 

We already have a wealth of talent for your enjoyment, including dance 
routines, musical items, spoken word and drama performances. There is still 

time to offer your services, and add to the programme. 

Entry to this popular event will be £5, and there will be a licensed bar. 

 

Please come along and enjoy yourselves, whilst at the same time supporting our 
fundraising efforts. 

Janet Ford  

  

http://www.cheltenhamchallenge.org.uk/
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June Diary and Calendar 
Mon 1 Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth 

Tue 2 1030-1200   Coffee Drop In St Mary’s 

  1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

Thu 4 Corpus Christi 

  1030 Said Eucharist St Mary’s 

  1115  Said Mass All Saints 

  1930 Team Sung Mass, Procession of the  

Blessed Sacrament and Benediction All Saints 

Fri 5 Boniface (Wynfrith), bishop 

Sat 6 1400 Baptism of Thomas Holcombe St Mary’s 

SUNDAY 7 1st Sunday after Trinity 

  1530 Baptism of Oliver Simpson-Daniel St Mary’s 

Tue 9 1030-1200   Coffee Drop In St Mary’s 

Thu 11 Barnabas the Apostle 

Fri 12 1900 The Glos Male Voice Police Choir Concert St Mary’s 

Sat 13 1330 Wedding of Richard Creech and Nikki Lewis St Mary’s 

 13 to Sunday 21    Open Studios Art Exhibition All Saints 

SUNDAY 14 2nd Sunday after Trinity 

  1530 Baptism of Finley Adams St Mary’s 

Tue 16 Richard, bishop 

  1030-1200   Coffee Drop In St Mary’s 

  1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

  1930 LMT St Mary’s 

Wed 17 1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 

Thu 18 1100 Commemoration service in Churchyard  

   marking Bi-Centenary of the Battle of Waterloo St Mary’s 

Fri 19 1400 John Mead Art Group St Nicolas 

Sat 20 Prestbury Open Gardens 

  1500-1700   Cream Teas for Prestbury Open Gardens St Mary’s 

SUNDAY 21 3rd Sunday after Trinity 

  Prestbury Open Gardens 

  1500-1700   Cream Teas for Prestbury Open Gardens St Mary’s 

Mon 22 Alban, first Martyr of Britain 

  1000-1200   Monday Club                                  Uckington Village Hall 

Tue 23 Etheldreda, abbess 

  1030-1200   Coffee Drop In St Mary’s 

  1930 Mothers’ Union St Nicolas 

Wed 24 Birth of John the Baptist 

Sat 27 1900 Evening of Entertainment St Nicolas 

SUNDAY 28 4th Sunday after Trinity 

  0930 Baptism of Harry Gillard during Celebrate! St Mary’s 

Mon 29 Peter and Paul, Apostles 

Tue 30 1030-1200   Coffee Drop In St Mary’s 
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From the Registers 

Baptisms 

  March 1 Mary Anne Simmonds 

  

Freya Violet Simmonds 

  

Isabella May Reeve-McKew 

 

8 Thomas George Clark MacDonald 

  

Kirsty Edith MacDonald 

  

Tilly Sarah Collins 

  

Edward Mark Collins 

  

Queenie Rae Dennett 

 

15 Harry Jack Bowen 

 

22 Freya Lena Wilkins 

 

29 Hylton Jay Jamieson 

  

Aston Josh Jamieson 

  

Asha Devi Jamieson 

April 12 Ellie Sienna Bence 

  

Hughie Jacob Bence 

 

26 Matthew Peter Boon 

   Weddings 

 April 10 Benjamin Jones and Harriet Bird 

 

18 Daniel Capindale and Keri Simmonds 

  

Colin Maltby and Patricia Bossio 

 

25 David Setchell and Shirley Whitten 

Burials of ashes 

 April 8 Maxine McDowell 

    

 

 

 

Out of the strong  

came forth sweetness 

The Second Bell in St Mary’s Tower  
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The Bells of St Mary Prestbury 

We have eight bells, forming an octave in the key of F sharp. The six heaviest bells were 

cast in 1748 by Abel Rudhall, a member of the famous Rudhall family of bellfounders in 

Gloucester who supplied bells to churches all over this country and abroad. Two lighter 

bells were added in 1886; these were cast by Mears and Stainbank of London, now known 

as the Whitechapel foundry. 

In 1995 it was decided that the bells needed major restoration. (An earlier restoration 

costing £293 had been done in 1952). A sum of £36,000 needed to be raised, and this was 

achieved mainly in the form of donations from local residents, plus the proceeds of events 

such as a barn dance and a sponsored walk, sales of tea towels and other items, and grants 

from the Gloucester and Bristol Diocesan Association of Church Bell Ringers and the 

Prince’s Trust.  

The John Taylor bell foundry, Loughborough, provided a bellhanger who, with the help of 

church volunteers, dismantled the eight bells from the frame and lowered them through 

three floors into the choir vestry. From there they were wheeled on a trolley to the Mill 

Street entrance and loaded on to a lorry for transport to Loughborough, where the six 

older bells were minimally retuned (by shaving small amounts of metal from the inside) and 

were fitted with canon-retaining headstocks to allow the bells to be turned when required 

to alter the point of impact of the clapper. The two 1886 bells were recast to make two 

new ones. A coach party of interested people from Prestbury was allowed to visit the 

foundry and some of us were able to take a hand at stirring the molten metal to minimize 

the formation of bubbles. The bells were returned and rehung in the tower in time to ring 

out joyously for Christmas 1996. 

The weights of bells are traditionally expressed in hundredweights. A hundredweight (cwt) 

is 112 pounds, and 20 cwt make a ton. Our bells range in weight from just over 5 cwt (the 

treble bell) to nearly 13 cwt (the tenor). Traditionally also, the bells have inscriptions which 

are made as part of the casting process. The inscriptions on our bells are as follows: 

Treble Love one another, for love is of God 

Second Out of the strong came forth sweetness 

Third When you us ring, we’ll sweetly sing 

Fourth Prosperity to the Church of England 

Fifth Abel Rudhall cast us all 

Sixth George Newman & John Cox Churchwardens 

Seventh The Revd Mr Francis Wells Vicar 

Tenor I to the church the living call & to the grave do summon all. 

 

We are so grateful that we now have such a fine set of bells. This is known widely 

throughout the ringing community, and opportunities to ring here are frequently sought by 

bands from towers in other parts of the country. Naturally, because of church services and 

our own ringing arrangements, we are not able to satisfy everyone’s desires! 

Arthur Scruton 
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Bells in St Mary’s Tower 

 

     
Getting the bells ready to take to the foundry in 1996  
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary’s, Prestbury 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Eucharist 
   09.30 Celebrate! All-age worship 
   11.00 Sung Eucharist  
 1st Sunday 18.30 Evening Prayer held in Chapel at Capel Court 
 2nd Sunday 18.30 Benediction in St Mary’s 
 Other Sundays 18.30 Evening Prayer in St Mary’s 
  Monday 09.00 Morning Prayer 

   09.30 Eucharist  
  Wednesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 

   19.30 Eucharist  
  Thursday 10.30 Eucharist 
  Friday 08.00 Eucharist 
  Saturday 09.30 Eucharist 

St Nicolas, Prestbury 
  Sunday 09.30 Sung Eucharist 
  Tuesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 

   10.00 Said Eucharist 
  Daily (excluding Sundays & Bank Holidays) 
   17.00 Evening Prayer 

All Saints 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Mass 

   10.30 Sung Mass 
  18.30 Choral Evensong  
 Last Sunday 18.30 Choral Evensong with Benediction 
  Thursday 09.00 Morning Prayer 
   11.15 Said Mass 

St Lawrence, Swindon Village 
  Sundays 1st 10.30 Together @ Ten Thirty 

    18.30 Sung Holy Communion 
   2nd  09.15 BCP Holy Communion  
    18.30 Evensong  
   3rd & 4th  09.15 Holy Communion 
    18.30 Evensong 
   5th  09.15 Holy Communion  
    18.30 Songs of Praise  
     (alternates with St Mary Magdalene) 

St Mary Magdalene 
  Sundays  1st,2nd,3rd& 4th 10.30 Holy Communion 
   5th 10.30 Holy Communion 
   or 18.30 Songs of Praise  
     (alternates with St Lawrence.  On the Sundays we 
     host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service)  
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St George’s Day Parade – Windsor Castle  

On April 26th our family attended the annual parade of new Queen’s Scouts at Windsor 

Castle.  Our son Geoffrey, and his girlfriend Emma Franklin (as well as Charlotte Brewer 

and Matt Evans who also have Prestbury connections) had received their awards last year at 

Berkeley Castle and now they joined with scouts from the whole of the UK to be reviewed 

by the Duchess of Gloucester.   Geoff is the Prestbury Cub Leader and is also involved in 

the local scouts and explorers. He is leading a patrol of scouts from Gloucestershire and 

Cornwall to the Jamboree in Japan in August. Rachel Jackson is also going as part of his 

group.  The Head of the Parade was Rob Butcher - the son of Andy Butcher who was a 

Prestbury Scout Leader (and is Rachel Jackson’s uncle). 

We were not due there until lunchtime, but the scouts taking part had to be there to 

practise at the Barracks in the morning, so we were able to listen to Emma’s live  interview 

with Richard Atkins on BBC Radio Gloucestershire just after at 9am.  The phone interview 

outside the Castle had to be moved to a bus shelter because of all the noise from the 

planes arriving at Heathrow.  

Geoff’s brother Richard, who had arrived the day before with the Durham contingent, 

knew just where we should stand to get a good view of the Gloucestershire scouts.  

The arrival of the Chief Scout, Bear Grylls, who is known to many for his survival 

programmes on TV, caused a great stir – a film star would have received the same attention 

- and a number of selfies!  The new Queen’s Scouts were then led in by the Band of the 

Coldstream Guards and formed up to await the arrival of the Duchess.  She inspected the 

front rank of scouts and Bear Grylls the second – he somehow managed to shake hands 

with all those he inspected! 

After inspection, the scouts lined up again and marched past the Duchess and the Chief 

Scout and then to St George’s Chapel for a short service which was relayed outside.  

The day was a great celebration of the 

scouts’ endeavours. There was a good 

mix of formality and informality with 

scouts waving to their friends and 

families as they marched to the 

Chapel, and precision straight lines of 

scouts at attention for inspection;  

clergy in robes and scout ‘neckers’ 

and as a final touch the service ending 

with not a solemn classical organ piece 

but  ‘Don’t stop me now’ by Queen 

(naturally the congregation all joined in!). 

It was a privilege to be at the Castle 

for this event; it was just one of those 

amazing days that we will remember forever. Congratulations to Geoff and Emma and all 

their friends for their achievements. 

Fiona Hall 
Photo taken at the barracks: l-r Emma Franklin, Bear Grylls, Charlotte Brewer and Geoffrey Hall  
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Report of St Mary’s Annual Flower Meeting held on 

13th March 2015 

The Annual Meeting was held again in the Prestbury Hall which 13 people attended, and 

apologies for 9 given.  Previous minutes had been circulated and Matters Arising discussed.  

We had lost three members during the year, and one new member was welcomed, 

although not present.  Margaret Waker, our Treasurer, gave her report, and on the 

strength of a fairly healthy bank balance, it was voted that £250 would be given to the 

church.  Margaret had decided that after 25 years as Treasurer she felt it was time for her 

to “retire”.  She was thanked for all she had contributed over the years and was presented 

with a card and a basket of spring bulbs in flower.  Ann Eldridge is to take over as 

Treasurer.  Although we had many weddings, for various reasons, fewer brides wished to 

avail themselves of our services.   

Since the Annual Meeting we have celebrated Mothering Sunday and Easter.  It must be 

noted that the lovely posies made for Mothering Sunday were much appreciated.  The 

church at Easter, with the profusion of lilies, was quite beautiful, as was the Easter Garden 

at the altar which was removed at Pentecost – thank you, Helen Mann.   

Thank you to every person, who week by week, and at Festivals and Weddings, contribute 

to make our church look so spectacular.  Thank you, everyone, who has donated lilies in 

memory of loved ones and contributed to the Festival owers. 

Sheila Beer   

 

 

Pray the Streets update 

We have printed new Pray the Streets cards for both St Mary’s and St Nicolas’ areas of 

Prestbury parish.  The only change is new clergy contact details on the back.  Copies of 

both cards are available in both churches; do take one for use at home if you have not 

already got one.  Or take one to give to a friend or neighbour who would like to join us in 

praying for our parish street by street. 

Members of St Lawrence and St Peter’s also pray for their parish daily by street name, 

covering the whole parish every month.  They have now produced a dated card similar to 

ours.  There are a few of these in both our churches for you to take if you would like to 

add them to your prayers.  Let me know if they run out as more can be printed. 

Frances Murton, Prestbury LMT 
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“Summoned by bells” 

I was brought up in the family home in Pittville.  Unknown to me, my parents had plans to 

move to Prestbury, where my father had attended junior school, as soon as World War II 

ended.  This they did four months after my “architectural involvement” with St Mary’s.  At 

the same time I answered an advert in the Gloucestershire Echo asking for trainee bell 

ringers.  Those interested were asked to contact one Frank Pendry, the Tower Captain of 

St Mary’s Church.  He was a man of 60-plus years whose father had held this prestigious 

post before him.  I very soon learned how to handle a bell and was accepted into this 

elderly all-male band of ringers.  My bell was the third (of eight) which bore the inscription 

“When you us ring, we’ll sweetly sing” – which was not always the case when I was 

“learning the ropes”. 

At Christmas time, an extravagant nativity tableau was staged in the church by Miss 

Dorothy Dymock, an artist who lived in the thatched cottage opposite the chemist in Deep 

Street.  This was not a children’s tableau but one for adults, and Miss Dymock’s wardrobe 

could rival that of the Royal Shakespeare Company!  It was, in fact, hired from a London 

theatrical company.  I was “bowled over” by her Angel Gabriel,  clad from head to toe in 

shimmering gold with magnificent, gigantic golden wings.  She was slim, fair-haired and 

looked quite beautiful. 

When I discovered that this girl was a member of the ladies’ choir, I immediately joined the 

men’s choir so that I could see a little more of her.  We sat opposite each other in the 

choir stalls, the ladies being in the area where coffee is now served after services.  I would 

position myself so that I could see her between the heads of Frank Parker and Arthur 

Pockett who sat in the stalls across the chancel and opposite me.  The Angel Gabriel and I 

became good friends and then I was whisked away to do my National Service in the Royal 

Artillery on that historic island of a thousand bells, Malta GC.  After a couple of years I 

returned to Prestbury and our relationship continued “at the double”. 

Pamela Humphreys was a Prestbury girl.  Her father, a horologist, was one-time Sacristan of 

St Mary’s and her mother served on the PCC.  Her great-aunt was Kate Drew, landlady of 

The Plough of which the family had been licensees for nearly 50 years from 1910 to 1958. 

Very soon enveloped in village life and church activities, in addition to ringing the bells and 

singing in the choir, I became an acolyte, server, crucifer, clock-winder, PCC member and 

flag-warden.  In those days the diocesan flag was always flown from the church tower on 

festivals, a tradition which I strongly feel should be reinstated. 

In 1952, with the Queen’s Coronation fast approaching,  a major project was undertaken.  

The church bells had fallen into disrepair during the war years (when they were only to be 

rung as an alert if we were invaded) and needed rehanging.  The ringers were anxious that 

the bells should be sound, and in full working order to enable them to ring a celebratory 

Coronation peal when the time came.  This was an expensive operation and the bell fund at 

the time amounted to about £3 10s.  The ringers, with the help of the Prestbury Scouts, 

organised various functions and events, eventually collecting together more than enough 

money to pay for the project.  The deadline was met and the Coronation peal went ahead.  

It was recorded as being “true and well-struck” by a satisfied and happy band of ringers. 
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For the ten years I was a ringer at Prestbury, the handbells were taken out of their chest 

one month before Christmas.  In addition to regular practice nights on the “bells proper”, 

an additional session was arranged for the handbells.  Christmas carols sound particularly 

good on those little bells (it is called tintinnabulation as opposed to campanology) and inns 

around the Cotswolds,  great houses and our own village inns were regular hosts to the 

Prestbury handbell ringers.  Money collected went mainly towards the “tower expenses” of 

new ropes and the like, with the surplus to worthy charities.  Needless to say, the handbells 

played a big part in boosting funds for the re-hanging of the bells prior to the Coronation. 

Soon after my return from the Army, Fr Hill asked if I would make a chapbook for the use 

of visitors to the church.  Parchment was used for this project with the lettering in 

monastic style and a couple of sketches added for interest.  It was then put into a wooden 

frame with an extended handle and positioned near the South door.  It is pleasing to see 

that after 64 years it is still in service and, in spite of being handled by probably thousands 

over the years, is still in very good order. 

Other artwork (rarely seen and kept under lock and key by the Tower Captain) is a set of 

caricatures of bell ringers of the 1950s, each accompanied by a lengthy, humorous poem 

relating to the subject.  They used to be positioned around the ringing chamber amongst 

the peal boards and photographs of ringers past but are now “in storage”.  This artwork 

came to an end when I stood my bell for the last time in August 1955, and moved away 

from the village. 

Bernard Parkin 

...to be continued 

Start them young! 

During the North Cheltenham Team pilgrimage to Walsingham, we took a trip to Norwich. 

The 300th anniversary of the first peal at the church of St Peter Mancroft in the centre of 

the city was being celebrated.  In the photo below the little ones were making it look easy! 

Stella Caney 
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Out to Africa with a cardboard box and a pair of tights    Part 5 

Phone rings…What are you doing in 3 weeks time?...Well……Are you free to go to Kenya 

for 2 weeks ? YESSSSSS!!!!!! 

I was standing in for another physio who sadly had to pull out, and would be part of a team 

with a charity Disability Wales Africa who had asked Cerebral Palsy Africa to facilitate a 

course on Appropriate Paper based Technology (APT) cardboard furniture, to 5 groups of 

5 Kenyans from 5 different areas of the country, hopefully creating areas of expertise 

around Kenya. 

I had double luggage allowance so decided to take both chairs that David and I had made, 

and fill the remainder with tights and cardboard which everybody gathered with great 

enthusiasm and which was invaluable when we were out there, so ASANTE. 

We met, some for the first time, at Heathrow, difficult to miss us, look for those with large 

handmade cardboard boxes.  We flew to Nairobi then drove in a mini bus 200 miles north 

through the Rift Valley to Nyahururu and the Tabor Hill Spirituality centre which was 

accommodating us and the course. It was an oasis of calm run by nuns and the meal bell. 

Talk about hitting the ground running - we were sprinting. The four of us (Jean and I from 

Cerebral Palsy Africa, and Rachel and Ceri from Disability Wales Africa) were joined by 

Timothy and Peter, two lovely Kenyan guys who already did some APT and whom we want 

to train up as trainers, and Michael, an occupational therapist.  Our participants were an 

amazingly diverse group, but the one thing we all shared was a real passion for improving 

the lives of children with disabilities and we all worked 16+hour days for 13 of the 14 days. 

Initially, they learnt the basic techniques, making a stool or table for themselves. The 

children came on Thursday for assessment, aged 6 months to 6 years, all with severe 

cerebral palsy. Ceri, an occupational therapist, and I did assessments which we are hoping 

will be the type we use in a research project when Kenyan ethical approval is granted 

(Africa time!) and prescribed the types of chairs and standing devices each of them needed. 

We all then pulled out every stop to finish them in a week.  

We did have some of Saturday off to see the spectacular Thomson Waterfall and we 

peered at basking hippos on the far side of a lake then returned to our centre, passing the 

equator at 7,474 feet. 

My African dolly Ephrim went on numerous administrative travels with Rachel, a 

paediatrician, taking his chair, stander and communication board; he was an excellent 

ambassador.  Battledown Brian Mwangi, my little bear, stayed with me and broke down 

various barriers, created much amusement and was even kidnapped. Hard negotiations 

followed and he was eventually exchanged for a large piece of yummy cake! 

The following Thursday the children returned, there were tears of joy from carers, and 

frantic alterations and adjustments from us. There was a bit of a funding issue, just as we 

got a message to say a member of St Mary’s was offering a donation that covered it - God’s 

timing was impeccable! We left at 9.15 on Saturday morning - back to Nairobi and London 

after our holiday!!!!  
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We have had some amazing feedback already, and Ceri and I are hoping to return later in 

the year to assess other children for the pilot research project and visit Emmanuel, Charles, 

Vanessa and Jayden with their equipment. 

THANK YOU to all for saving cereal packets and tights. Please do continue, as I shall take 

them out next time.  

Diane Lyle 

 

 

 

 
Brian the bear rings the meal bell at  

Tabor Hill, Kenya 

Photographs by Diane Lyle 

© Cerebral Palsy Africa 
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Parish Walk from Whittington 

Margaret took us on a delightful walk from Whittington on a bright morning, and the traffic 

noise from the A40 was soon lost to birdsong. The woodland was full of bluebells and after 

Syreford we walked alongside the infant River Coln. We paused at St Andrew’s, 

Sevenhampton (Norman with the addition of a 15th century central tower), a very tranquil 

spot for a rest. Soon a very bright splash of pink ahead caused comment. It turned out to 

be a crop of pink campion, though whether grown for wild flower seed, or some medicinal 

use, none of us knew. For those interested in Cotswold stiles, we clambered over quite a 

few, of several different designs! Many thanks, Margaret. The next walk will be on 6th June 

– see below and watch the Pewsheet for details.             

Janet White  (Photo by John White)  

 

 

 

Walking Group 

Our next walk will be on 6th June, leaving as usual from St Nicolas car park at 9:30am. 

We will be walking the ‘Laurie Lee Wildlife Way’, in and around the Slad valley. 

This is a slightly longer walk than usual (6.5 miles), with some short steep climbs (mainly at 

the beginning).  After these, you will be rewarded with beautiful views as the trail meanders 

through a succession of nature reserves, with posts displaying Lee’s locally-inspired poems. 

We think it best to bring a packed lunch to eat on the walk, and we can finish at the 

Woolpack Inn in Slad for a well-deserved drink. 

There is an alternative walk (shorter and flatter) from the same starting point. If a few 

people would like to ‘self-guide’, I have maps/directions and we could all rendezvous at the 

pub before returning to the carpark. 

Janet Ford   
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Prestbury WI 

On Monday 8th June Di Alexander will be presenting a talk on ‘The Mitfords – The Times 

and Their Friends’. Our speaker is a writer who lives in the Cotswolds. She is a former 

Wilts and Glos Standard journalist. Her first book was published in 2012, “The Other 

Mitford: Pamela’s Story”. It sold out its first print run within three weeks. She worked for a 

time for Pamela Jackson, née Mitford, and the book covers her life, the rest of the family, 

and their friends. 

Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings. They are held on the second Monday of 

each month and commence at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road. 

For further information on WI activities our website can be accessed at 

prestburygloswi.btck.co.uk  where you will find information on the monthly talks and other 

activities and photographs of recent events. 

Sally Alexander 

 

 

Prestbury URChins 

Strangers to Prestbury URC sometimes get a bit of a surprise at the end of the service, for 

no sooner has everyone has had a nice chat, than the whole congregation sets to and 

pushes the chairs back and sets out the toys for the toddler group for the next day! 

Prestbury URChins Baby and Toddler Group has been running now for 18 years. It is a 

busy group and we welcome all children from birth to 5 with their Mums and Dads and all 

carers from Nannies to Great-grandparents. Our helpers are a dedicated group of church 

members and friends on rota who run the sessions and make the tea. 

Although we attract members from a wide area, most of the children are from Prestbury, 

and the children that they meet here may be with them through play group, primary school 

and even into secondary school. 

The sessions run from 10.00 till 11.30 on all Mondays excluding Bank Holidays and school 

holidays, but including half-terms. The format is a drop in, with conversation for the grown-

ups and playing for the children until all toys are cleared away for a 15 minute sing-along at 

the end. Refreshments for all ages are available throughout in the small hall as are craft 

activities like play-doh, jigsaws, crayoning, card making etc - all for £1.50 per family. 

The group also looks outward; we sponsor a child in Kenya, continually collect toiletries for 

a women’s refuge, donate to a relevant children’s charity at Christmas and often bring food 

for the Food Bank. New members are always very welcome ! 

Fiona Hall  

 prestbury.urchins@urcic.org.uk 
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Marle Hill WI 

The day of our May meeting happened to be Betty’s Birthday, and so we presented her 

with a card and sang ‘Happy Birthday’ to her.  This year’s Resolution for the National 

Annual Meeting, to encourage better and more supportive care programmes, was discussed 

and mulled over.  Sue will vote on our wishes when she represents us at the Royal Albert 

Hall.  After tea and coffee, and stocking up with plants from the sales table, Eunice Owen 

showed us some of the many attractive decorated eggs she had made.   

The Skittles and Supper Evening at the Suffolk Arms proved very popular again, with any 

profits going into our funds.  Speaking of skittles, we had an enjoyable practice evening in 

Charlton Kings in readiness for the next round of the County Tournament when we have 

been drawn against Tibberton and Taynton WI.   

A few members met at the Theatre to see ‘Rebecca’, a meal at the Tarragon Restaurant 

was much enjoyed, and Annette hosted a coffee morning with delicious cakes.  Mo is 

collecting the names of those who would like to make up a regular Theatre/Cinema Group. 

A great time was had at Jenny’s Hen Night.  We sent Steve in his open top Morgan to 

chauffeur her to the Daffodil where we all met up to sup cocktails.  Then round the corner 

to the Suffolk Arms with the Bride-to-be bedecked with tiara, veil, sash and balloons.  

There we enjoyed a meal of chicken and chips and a few rounds of skittles and ‘Killer’.    

In June, Sue and Linda are off to Buckingham Palace to a WI Centenary garden party to be 

hosted by the Duchess of Cornwall.  The National Annual Meeting in the Royal Albert Hall 

will also be a royal occasion as the Duchess will be joined there by the Queen, Princess 

Anne and the Duchess of Wessex, all WI members.  This event is to be relayed live to 

venues all over the country, including the Roses in Tewkesbury, and over the internet.  In 

Gloucestershire we are holding a Centenary Picnic at Highnam Court, which was the home 

of Hubert Parry of ‘Jerusalem’ fame.  More food will be served at the WI Racing Club 

annual lunch at the Panoramic Restaurant on the Racecourse! 

For our annual outing we are joining Rover’s coach trip to Shrewsbury with a trip on the 

river and tea.  There is a talk by a Criminal Barrister, tea at Eileen’s and a celebratory 

evening hosted by Gotherington, Woolstone and Oxenton WI.  Craft demonstrators are 

required at the WI Exhibition in the Gloucester Folk Museum being held from June until the 

end of October.  We are looking forward to hearing how Jayne got on with her jewellery 

making course at Denman College.  She won our biannual bursary to attend any course she 

chose. 

Mr Mason is to reveal the facts of Motor Cycle Safety at our meeting on Monday 1st June if 

anyone would like to join us at 7.30pm at St Nicolas Church Hall, Swindon Lane.   

 Sara Jefferies 
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Prestbury Flower Arranging Club  

At our April meeting we enjoyed a talk by nurseryman Paul Green 

[Greens Leaves in Newent] on “unusual plants”. Paul arrived in a 

large van bursting with gorgeous plants, and during his interesting 

and amusing talk he introduced us to some of them, and gave 

helpful hints concerning their care and gardening in general.  I 

bought far more plants than I should have, and far fewer than I 

wanted  

 

It is with great fondness that the Club remembers Betty Littley, who 

was an enthusiastic club member for many years and who instigated 

the Flower Arranging Cup which is awarded each year to the person 

who wins the flower arranging competitions.  Betty’s funeral was 

held in the United Reform Church, Prestbury on 29th April 2015. 

The Club donated spring flower arrangements; thanks to Joan 

Britton and Shirley Price for their beautiful arrangements, to 

Rosemary Sandberg for raiding her garden and to Esther Wilson for 

the splendid table arrangements.   

 

Our next event is the trip to Pam Lewis’s Gardens, Marston, Nr. Devizes, Wiltshire on 

Thursday 11th June 2015.  Itinerary   coffee and biscuits on arrival  garden tour  two 

course lunch (ham, quiche, salad, etc. and choice of three desserts)   flower arranging 

demonstration  tea and homemade cake  raffle (of Pam’s arrangements). The cost of 

the outing is £35.00 per person which includes coach travel. The trip is open to members 

and non-members – so bring a non-arranging friend.  As Pam is a blacksmith, as well as 

flower arranger and renowned gardener, they are bound to find the day enjoyable and 

interesting. 

On Monday 22nd June, we have a demonstration by Carol Gardiner “Paper to China” and 

the flower arranging competition topic is “In a Tea Cup”- photography competition as usual 

(see website for guidance). Carol’s arrangements will be raffled, and there will be a sales 

table and tea/coffee and biscuits. 

The 27th July meeting will be a workshop, making a twig covered container for a simple 

arrangement. 

Our club meets at Prestbury Hall on Bouncers Lane, usually on the fourth Monday of the 

month, visitors are always welcome - £6 payable at the door.  

If you would like more information about the club, please ring Esther on 01242 515478 or 

Shirley on 01242 234472 or visit our web page www.prestburyflowerarrangingclub.com  

Penny Kennard 

 

  



June 2015  Prestbury Parish Magazine 
 

~ 38 ~ 

 

North Cheltenham Churches FC 

A disappointing March for NCC 

On 7th March NCC travelled to Upton upon Severn to play in a Plate match. In 

the opening twenty minutes each side created chances to score. Then, in the 

twenty-fifth minute, NCC had a free kick from inside the centre circle. A high 

ball was sent into the penalty area where Harry Styman headed towards goal; a 

mix up in the home defence allowed Charlie Davidson to prod home.  

In the second half both teams’ attacks were easily cleared by the defences. Subsequently, in 

the space of ten minutes, the hosts scored two quick goals, setting up victory. The first, 

approaching seventy-minutes, came when a cross was headed in and the winner was from a 

penalty.      Upton Cornerstone 2   NCC 1 

A week later NCC hosted St Andrew’s. The visitors started well by creating 

several good runs which forced the home keeper to make numerous saves. 

Following a throw-on, St Andrew’s attacked and forced the ball past James 

Stevens. St Andrew’s continued to pressurise the NCC defence and it paid off 

when they scored two more goals just before half time. One followed after an attacker, 

rounding the NCC defence, shot into an empty net and the other came after a cross was 

met by an unmarked forward.  

In the second half the visitors scored twice in the opening five minutes; each from a long 

diagonal shot. NCC did tighten up, and had two good chances themselves, but a 

combination of match-won and good keeping from James Stevens resulted in the rest of the 

game being scoreless.    NCC 0   St Andrew’s 5 

On 21st March NCC travelled to Cirencester to play the undefeated league 

leaders St John’s. The hosts started well, and approaching fifteen minutes, took 

an early lead when a high cross was headed home. On half time the keeper 

deflected an Ian Jones’ effort behind. As the corner came over Ian out-jumped all, and 

headed in a stunner. Although the hosts hit the woodwork twice, NCC was on top for 

much of the second half. Having played exemplary football NCC deserved a most creditable 

draw.   St John’s, Cirencester 1   NCC 1  

On the last Saturday in March NCC hosted Trinity & Quedgeley. The visitors 

scored after four minutes when an attacker sped through the NCC defence and 

sent a diagonal effort past their keeper. Then, approaching fifteen minutes, NCC 

equalised when Patrick Gardner fired a fierce volley through several players. The visitors 

replicated their earlier score; again a diagonal effort entered the net for them to regain the 

lead. Although NCC played the better football, this remained the score until a minute 

before half time. Then Andrew Murton sent a stunning long range shot into the net, the 

best goal of the game. For much of the second half NCC were on the defensive, and played 

well to deny their opponents. With twelve minutes remaining NCC failed to clear a corner, 

allowing an attacker to hit home the winner.   NCC 2   Trinity & Quedgeley 3  
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An Abysmal April, NCC lose three 

On 4 April NCC visited Innsworth, to play St Andrews. Despondently they lost 

a high-scoring thriller by the odd goal in nine; an exciting and pulsating game 

when the lead changed four times. Andrew Murton opened the scoring inside 

the first ten minutes, but then the hosts scored twice in a four-minute spell. 

Although Steve Cipriani restored parity on the half hour St Andrews managed a half-time 

lead. 

Almost from the restart Andrew Murton netted again, to tie the match at 3-3. Shortly after 

this the hosts scored two more, and denied NCC for a lengthy period. With ten minutes 

remaining Aaron Batchelor opened his account for the visitors, and so set up an exciting 

finale. Try as they might NCC could not snatch a deserved draw.   St Andrews 5  NCC 4  

On 11 April NCC went to Cambray, in their last away game of the season. The 

opening half was goalless, and few chances were created. The best, from 

Cambray, was shot wide. Soon after the restart Cambray took the lead 

following a scramble near a post, which resulted in the keeper being unsighted. 

NCC had two good chances, one was hit over the bar and the other saw the keeper make 

a reflex save, using his legs. With seven minutes remaining the hosts sealed victory when a 

forward was able to side-step both the advancing keeper and a returning defender and 

direct the ball into an empty net.    Cambray 2   NCC 0    

On 18 April, a gorgeous sunny morning, NCC hosted their local rivals St 

Matthews. The goalless first half showed exciting and flowing football, with both 

teams creating several good chances. Perhaps the best saw Harry Styman deliver 

a well-struck free kick, which beat the wall but was superbly saved by the 

opposition keeper as he moved to his right and made a finger-tip save.  

At the start of the second half Ian Jones scored when he lifted the ball over the keeper; this 

after thirty seconds. With twenty minutes left NCC doubled their lead when Harry Styman 

sent a long range shot past the keeper, from the edge of the box. In the final ten minutes 

the visitors got a consolation goal, following a mix up in the home defence; this set up an 

electrifying final period when St Matthew’s tried hard to equalise, but NCC hung on 

comfortably in the end.          NCC 2    St Matthew’s 1 

On 25 April NCC played Upton Cornerstone, in their final match of the season. 

In an exciting end-to-end game each keeper had little time for rest. Around the 

half hour NCC conceded a brace of goals; thereafter the team was always 

playing catch-up. 

Early in the second half Andrew Murton pulled one back. Encouraged by this the hosts 

created a series of penetrating runs, and threatened to score on several occasions. 

Ultimately they were always denied by a closely packed goal area. Upton Cornerstone 

sealed victory ten minutes from the end, leaving NCC looking at a forlorn score-line. 

NCC 1   Upton Cornerstone 3 

Michael Wyatt 

Fuller reports with photos are carried on our website : www.prestbury.net  



June 2015  Prestbury Parish Magazine 
 

~ 40 ~ 

 

Bells – A reflection  

‘If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong 

or a clanging cymbal.’     1 Corinthians 13 vs 1, RSV. 

In this popular passage from Corinthians  St Paul reminds us of the way of Love, telling us 

that without Love we might sound like a clanging cymbal. Some translations refer to long 

tongued bells, possibly referring to an overly long clapper so the bell will not strike as well 

as it could. Surely, St Paul would have chosen this analogy for a reason and I think this is 

worth exploring. 

But what comes to mind when you think of bells? Maybe church bells summoning us to 

church or announcing the death of a parishioner – the passing bell? They are rung in 

celebration, as wedding bells or welcome news like the end of a war. Since the 8th Century 

bells have been blessed by Bishops and widely used by the church. Then there are ship’s 

bells that make note of the watches at sea. There are alarm bells; which really grab our 

attention in the moment. One way or another bells get our attention, bringing us into the 

present moment whilst also noting the passage of time, announcing news and evoking 

emotion. 

There are many biblical references to ‘cymbals’ which were often used in processions and 

frequently with music. Importantly Psalm 150:5 refers to ‘Praise him with sounding cymbals; 

praise him with loud clashing cymbals!’ There are fewer references to bells but Exodus 

28:33 refers to the golden bells worn by Priests around the bottom of their robes. These 

would have been heard when the Priest entered or left the Holy of Holies.  

Singing in the St Mary’s choir I am aware of how our feelings can affect the sound of our 

voices. It is very difficult to sing if you feel upset. Bad enough if nervous or tense, then the 

voice gets all raspy as the throat closes up and the mouth gets dry. Everyone sings better 

when relaxed and when the body feels free. There needs to be space to produce a 

resounding quality. In normal speech we key into this when we are aware that someone 

‘does not sound themselves’ today. This can alert us to a change of mood or health about 

which the other person may be totally unaware. I am not thinking about the use of words 

but rather the vocal tone; the flatness of depression, the shrillness that comes with anxiety. 

How we sound says a lot about how we are in ourselves. 

But what of the ‘clanging bell’?  Certainly this makes us wince, is to be shut out and not 

listened to for comfort or inspiration. Perhaps this is part of the warning that St Paul gives 

us, of speech without love, love of God or love of others. If we are being envious or 

impatient we ‘clang’. In 1 John 4:18-19 we are reminded of how ‘perfect love casts out fear’ 

and that ‘we love because he loves us first’. 

I think there is a message both personal and collective in thinking about what is being 

communicated, both knowingly and unknowingly, when we speak, both to ourselves, our 

inner voice, or to others.  As a church community we need love to appreciate and listen to 

each other despite our differences. We cannot resonate with love if we do not pay 

attention to the space within ourselves – the sounding place, the quiet space of encounter 

and communication. 

Valerie Roach 
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