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St Nicolas Church, Swindon Lane, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL50 4PA 
The office is open Monday to Friday 09.00-12.00 
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Consider the lilies of the field 

Growing things involves hard work. And yet sometimes Jesus can make it all sound so easy. 

“Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow – they toil not neither do they spin.” 

“Do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink.” 

Do not worry - I think that’s the key to what Jesus is getting at here. I don’t think He’s 

saying all you need to do is sit around and wait for God to act and everything you need will 

appear out of nowhere.  Jesus isn’t telling us not to work but He is telling us not to worry.  

Jesus teaches us that we waste energy worrying needlessly while God is there waiting for us 

to trust Him to care for us. He cares for the birds of the air, for the lilies of the field; He 

will care for us too.  

The lilies grow in soil that’s been turned over by the earthworms - the lilies have their 

beauty and life because of those brown creatures, which spend their lives toiling away 

underground. The worms are as valuable as the lilies. 

All growth involves hard work and everything is growing. All of creation is – you and I are. 

We’re all learning, growing. That’s why life is such hard work. But it becomes a whole lot 

easier when we co-operate with God the master creator, when we trust in Him as Jesus 

trusted. 

God involves us in the process of creating the world – the process of building the Kingdom. 

Because we’re invited to help in building the kingdom life can seem chaotic, rather like the 

cakes I made with my children when they were little – cakes we all made together, not just 

made by me the adult with them the children watching. If I’d made the cakes on my own 

they might have turned out a bit neater but it wouldn’t have been as much fun. When it was 

time to eat the cakes I think we all enjoyed them more because we had all shared in the 

work which had gone into making them. 

I think Heaven might be a bit like that – knowing we’ve played our part in the feast we shall 

have there – knowing everybody’s contribution counts.  

For God, everybody’s contribution counts – not just those who produce spectacular things 

like the giant marrows that win prizes at competitions. All our efforts, however insignificant 

are precious to God. All the little everyday acts of kindness which seem to pass unnoticed 

and the prayers we offer up for others in our hearts.  

So let us work together to help build God’s kingdom here and now, knowing we’re playing 

our part in producing the greatest harvest of all. 

Like the delicious harvest fruit and vegetables grown by human hands but nurtured by the 

power of the love of God – like these each and every one of us can grow into the 

wonderful people God intends us to be, tended by the same power that brought Jesus out 

of the tomb and the same power which cares for the lilies of the field.   

Reverend Angela 
 

Cover Photo 

Lorna sports her Gold Medal   by John Dymock  
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Editorial Team Page 

The flame-red moon, the harvest moon, 

Rolls along the hills, gently bouncing.   

A vast balloon, 

Till it takes off, and sinks upward 

To lie in the bottom of the sky, like a gold doubloon. 

          Ted Hughes 

That bright moon now in the evening sky is waxing towards a Harvest moon on the night of 

27th and 29th September, the week that your Magazine will be on sale in the churches and 

village outlets. 

As our contributors have been busy writing and taking photos to create the harvest themed 

magazine, the combines have been coursing through the fields reaping the bounty of the 

land.  As the fields turned to gold Lorna on page 16 describes a recent golden moment:  the 

finale of one of the most exciting weeks of her life.  Congratulations Lorna on your gold 

medal, seen on the front cover.  An outstanding achievement for you and the England 

Ladies Masters in the European Hockey Championships. 

Angela, on page 1, introduces our Harvest theme.  In September, Margaret Compton and 

Janet White hosted delicious tea parties in their homes to raise funds for the St Nicolas 

Harvest lunch on Sunday 4th October, see page 7.  They were lovely occasions where 

people mingled, enjoyed the gardens and delightful company.  On page 6 you will find 

Nigel’s first experience of a Harvest festival and on page 8 a story relating to Gilbert 

White’s discovery in the 1750’s of the now rapidly declining harvest mouse. 

I am delighted to feature illustrated articles from two Community resources.  On page 22 

you will find a tribute to Helen Davies and a welcome to Sam Fitzsimmons, Abbeyfield ’s 

departing and newly arrived managers.  On page 27 Jenny Roden from the Prestbury 

Memorial Trust highlights the summer activities.  On page 25 you can see pictures of their 

trip to Waitrose.  Many of you will recognise the ladies in the photos!  

We received great praise for Fr Stephen’s anniversary photo in our September Issue… we 

are still trying to track down the photographer.  Please tell us if you know who it is. 

Our September contributors who wrote of their early life schooldays received excellent 

feedback from many readers.  Thank you so much for this feedback.  Just to add to this 

good news! Yesterday morning I saw Tudor and Shelagh Davson sitting in the porch at 

St Mary’s, following the 10.30am Eucharist, pouring over a long black and white rollup 

photo of Tudor’s Grammar school in Lydney.  Shelagh, having read his article, told him that 

after WW2 she had taught there.  As they were recalling names and faces, I smiled.  This 

cameo demonstrated the value of the amazing stories that you produce for our themes, and 

how they touch so many people.  Keep on writing! 

Jean Johnson 

_________________________________________________________ 

November Magazine Deadline:    Sunday 11 October 2015 

   Future Themes: November  Baptism 

   December  Candles  
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Harvest thanksgiving 

        We plough the fields and scatter  
            the good seed on the land,  
        but it is fed and watered  
           by God’s almighty hand. 
        He sends the snow in winter, 
            the warmth to swell the grain, 
        the breezes, and the sunshine,  
            and soft, refreshing rain. 

I love harvest - as many people do - including those who aren’t regular church goers.  “We 

plough the fields and scatter” is for some people the favourite hymn of all. 

I read the other day of a farmer who was prone to saying in the harvest service: “all is not 

gathered in, before the winter storms begin” as one hymn has it.  So he sang “all is nearly all 

gathered in”!  When I lived as a boy in a country village in Hampshire I remember thinking, 

wondering why we were singing when a lot of waving or rain flattened corn was still in the 

fields around us. 

And we don’t “plough the fields and scatter the good seed on the land” nowadays, do we?   

Farmers and agricultural and horticultural workers do the work for us, some from miles 

and miles away.  ‘Except for those of us who have allotments and gardens and who love 

gardening and growing things,’ I hear you cry.  OK, most of us don’t plough the fields and 

scatter to produce our daily bread. 

Never mind, we can all sing:  

        We thank thee then, O Father 
            For all things bright and good, 
        the seed-time and the harvest,  
            our life, our health, food 

We believe, in Mattias Claudius’ and his translator’s lovely poetic language: 

        He only is the maker 
            of all things near and far 
        He paints the wayside flower, 
            he lights the evening star 
        the winds and waves obey him, 
            by him the birds are fed;  
        much more to us, his children, 
            he gives our daily bread 

        All good gifts around us 
            are sent from heaven above; 
        then thank the Lord, 
            for all his love. 

That’s why I called this piece:  ‘Harvest Thanksgiving’.  We are so fortunate and blessed 

these days. 
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Another thing I love about the harvest celebrations is the sense of history underlying them 

- right back.  The origins of harvest celebrations are thought to stem from a belief in a corn 

[grain] spirit or corn mother.  In some regions the farmers believed that a spirit resided in 

the last sheaf of grain to be harvested. To chase out the spirit, they beat the grain to the 

ground or they ploughed the ears of grain back into the soil in hopes that this would bless 

the new crop.  The corn dolly was made from the last sheaf of corn harvested and she 

often had a place of honour at the banquet table, and was kept until the following spring.  I 

have seen corn dollies in many harvest services - a pagan celebration? 

The horse, bringing the last cart load, was decorated with garlands of flowers and colourful 

ribbons.  A magnificent Harvest feast was held at the farmer’s house and games played to 

celebrate the end of the harvest.  We follow with our harvest suppers don’t we?  It’s not 

the first example of Christian churches building on previous beliefs. 

Another of the thanksgiving hymns that fits here is Joseph Addison’s: 

        When all thy mercies, O my God, 
            my rising soul surveys, 
        transported with the view, I’m lost 
            in wonder, love and praise 

        Ten thousand thousand precious gifts 
            my daily thanks employ, 
        and not the least a cheerful heart 
            which tastes those gifts with joy. 

I can’t resist finishing with a modern hymn by John Arlott, the cricket commentator, who 

went to the same school as I did: 

        All our labour, all our watching, 
            all our calendar of care 
        in these crops of your creation, 
            take, O God: they are our prayer. 

God bless our harvest celebrations. 

Ralph Griffin 
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HARVEST  

Harvest is to collect in or dig up a product usually connected with food that is edible. I 

suppose if I wanted I could go on the computer and obtain details of how the word was 

first ‘Invented’. Maybe it is derived from a Latin word originally or from a middle-eastern 

word. I will ask about among my learned acquaintances.  

If ancient man and woman had any hope of sustained life then they were going to have to 

get busy and produce something we call food. As the seasons came and went it was thought 

prudent to offer up some form of thanks to the gods. Nobody has told me this but it 

appears a good idea to ensure that if one wants a repeat supply of food next year it is 

important to say ‘Thank you’.  

‘We plough the fields and scatter the good seed on the land’ are the words of the well-

known hymn that signalled the arrival of Harvest time to me as a young child. I did not live 

near any fields and so I learned about the event through looking at pictures and words in 

books and from the teachers at Junior school.  

I have a distant memory of a van pulling up in the street outside our school and out jumped 

a lady with a very red face wearing ‘cor blimey’ spectacles and clothes you would wear to 

ride a horse. I later learned her name was Miss Bradley and she carefully pulled out of the 

van a basket full of straw or something similar. This was my first experience of a Harvest 

celebration. I have no memory of children being requested to bring farm produce to school. 

I could have obtained some vegetables because my father rented an allotment from the city 

council but we were not asked.  

Wind forward a year or so and my brother and I were cajoled into joining our local parish 

church choir. Now you are talking ... wow ... a week or two ahead of this celebration 

known as ‘Harvest’, (we adults take it all in our stride each year) we were left in no doubt 

whatsoever that this was a massive celeb. The grown-ups in the church were seen to be 

competing with each other to see who could bring in the largest carrots or leeks or similar. 

He or she who produced the biggest and best was assured of being favoured with the best 

seats in Heaven! The produce was laid out near the altar and the sexton who was a builder 

and who had an abundance of white hair around his ears but not much on top was in 

charge of the whole proceedings. Whenever I saw the sexton either out and about in the 

street or fussing about in church he was resplendent in a long cassock and I used to imagine 

he wore it in bed at night.  

The amount of food produce that appeared on the occasion of Harvest Festival was mind 

blowing and not a tin of peas to be seen. We always enjoyed the whole celebration because 

to us youngsters it was novel. Older members of the congregation were well familiar with 

the event. We choir youngsters liked Harvest Festival Sunday because it was ‘different’, the 

Psalm we sang was always a bit special, Ps 150 was one favourite ‘Sing it with loud 

trumpets’.. or words to that effect. Upon completion of the Festival I remember the 

products of the countryside were taken away to a local hospital where the vegetables were 

welcomed with open arms.  

The following Sunday at church somehow seemed slightly flat with no garden produce to be 

seen and also not quite as many people came to church as on Harvest Sunday. Harvest 

Sunday certainly appeared to draw more worshippers to our church. We could forecast 
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looking down from the choir stalls who would be absent from the congregation but would 

reappear a month or two later either on Christmas Day or the service of nine lessons and 

carols. Yes, we boys in the choir were fairly savvy at knowing that HARVEST would be a 

celebration to remember!  

Nigel Woodcock 

 

Recently there have been Tea and Cake parties to help raise money to provide the Harvest 

Lunch at St Nicolas this month.  Here we see people gathered at Janet’s and Margaret’s. 

Pictures by Marilyn Powell and Margaret Compton  
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ENDEARING HARVEST MOUSE 

Some 260 years ago Gilbert White, the great 18th century naturalist discovered the 

diminutive reddish/brown harvest mouse, 2 inches in length and weighing ⅓ounce, less than 

a two pence piece. 

During the 1750’s at Gilbert White’s home in Selborne Hampshire, his attention was drawn 

to this new species of mouse by a neighbouring farmer who discovered about 100 of them 

when covering an oat–rick.  This it seemed was where they were most likely and easily to 

be found. It is also likely that the farmer found that though they hang their nests for 

breeding up amidst the straws of the standing corn, in winter they burrow deep into the 

earth making warm beds of grass. 

The harvest mice nests are intricately plaited with blades of wheat and hay. They are 

perfectly round and about the size of a cricket ball. They can also be found above ground in 

plants and hedgerows. They are so compact and so well filled that Gilbert White could roll 

one across the table without it breaking up! 

 

Zwergmaus (Micromys minutus), fotografiert 9/2005 von Hendrik Osadnik 
first upload in de wikipedia on 17:21, 16. Sep 2005 by Hecke. Licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0 via Commons  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eurasian_harvest_mouse 

Overtime these smallest British rodents have suffered through loss of habitat such as tall 

vegetation and protective ground cover, due to overwhelming monoculture and lots of 

pesticides. Changes in habitat are thought to be putting the future of the harvest mice at 

risk. Population figures are hazy. Conservationists have at times tried to encourage harvest 

mice to nest by putting out old tennis balls for them… but to no avail, as they are now rare 

in many places. 
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In a recent BBC One Countryfile 

programme Matt Baker 

introduced viewers to Pauline 

Kidner’s wildlife rescue 

programme at ‘Secret World’ in 

Somerset. She was keen to do 

what she could for the harvest 

mice.  Since 2008 she has 

developed captive breeding and 

all of the harvest mice at her 

centre have been bred there.  

She is now at the stage of trying 

to spread them further across 

the country.  

In order for them to breed 

successfully in the wild Pauline 

has selected 3 males and 3 

females with different bloodlines. 

This autumn they will be 

transported to a special site in a 

uniquely prepared tank, mirroring 

their natural environment. The 

owner of this special nature 

reserve is the renowned natural 

history film maker Simon King, 

whom many of you will know 

after years of watching his 

remarkable filming all over the 

British Isles for programmes such 

as Spring and Autumn Watch.  

Simon has planted two and a half thousand trees and managed the grassland so that it is 

rather more fallow than historically, with cover and seeds, thereby providing the ideal 

habitat and conditions for the harvest mice. Once the site has a dry spell (not easy this 

year!) he will release them from the tank and as they are so adept it will take them no time 

at all to build nests. 

Perhaps some of you are thinking, ‘how can we with ordinary gardens help?’ So as to create 

conditions to encourage breeding we can leave a part of our garden wild and ensure food, 

such as seeds and water are available. 

Updates of the harvest mice at Simon King’s Nature Reserve can be seen on the following 

web-site.  bbc.co.uk/countryfile. 

Jean Johnson 

SOURCES: 

   Gilbert White in his Village  -  C.S. Emden 

   BBC ONE Countryfile (30 August 2015)  
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Forthcoming Events 

Prestbury URC Coffee Morning –  

Saturday 3rd October & 7th November 

Our monthly Coffee Mornings continue through the Autumn. Please do join us on Saturday 

3rd October and Saturday 7th November from 10.00am for conversation, books, cakes and 

a raffle as well as teas and coffees. 

September Coffee Morning / Autumn Bric-a-Brac  

A massive ‘thank you’ to all who attended this event – it was a great success and raised 

£377 for Church funds. 

 

Cheltenham Cantilena Orchestra 

Beethoven’s Choral Symphony    

Sunday 18th October  at  3.00pm in Cheltenham Town Hall 

‘Ode to Joy’ 

The major work in this year’s Cheltenham Cantilena Orchestra charity concert is 

Beethoven’s Choral Symphony. 

The orchestra, conductor Stephen Belinfante and leader Geoff Short, will be joining forces 

with Charlton Kings and Kidderminster Choral Societies, and Cleeve Chorale in what 

promises to be a thrilling and unforgettable musical treat. 

The programme also includes Barber’s Violin Concerto, soloist Sophie Coles, and Prokofiev’s 

2nd Suite from Romeo and Juliet. 

The concert is dedicated to the memory of Sally Preece and will be raising money for the 

Alzheimer’s Society and the British Heart Foundation. 

You are warmly invited to join us; for further information please contact Wendy 

Price  01242 523534 

Tickets £15  available from Cheltenham Town Hall: 0844 576 2210  

http://www.cheltenhamtownhall.org.uk 

Wendy Price 

 

Harvest Festival & Lunch – Sunday 25th October 

Prestbury URC will be celebrating the Harvest on Sunday 25th October at 10.30. 

Afterwards there will be a lunch (cost £6) – if you wish to join us for lunch, could you let 

Fiona Hall (on Cheltenham 511143) know by Monday 19th October please. 
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Prestbury Remembers 1915 

WWI display, walk & afternoon tea 

 
On Sunday 11th October 2015 St Mary’s Church will be holding a WWI history 

afternoon to mark 100 years since 1915. Join us from 2:45-5 pm to discover more. 
 

Following the positive response to the Prestbury Remembers WWI village history weekend 

last October I have agreed to organise an annual event between now and 1918 highlighting 

the key events and battles of each year and displaying my latest research. We will also be 

remembering the servicemen who died from the wider Parish (some 40+ men) and focusing 

on the stories of the men who died during each year of the war. 

 
There will be a wealth of photographs and information to bring the stories to life plus tea & 

cake, a reprint of the WWI Memorial Trail booklet and free children’s activities.  

 
 

- FREE advice about tracing your WWI ancestors 

- Remembering the servicemen who died in each year 

- Key national events and battles and how they effected our village 

- Military Tribunals: how war effected local farming communities   

- 1919 electoral register: See who signed up from your street 

- Prisoners of war: Prestbury men held abroad & local German POWs 

- Home Front: the role of local women & children 

- Racecourse Hospital and Prestbury’s injured men 

 
 

I would love to share your family stories and photographs. If you have any information, 
ephemera or photographs relating to WWI please get in touch.  

 
 prestburyremembers@gmail.com       

 
Rebecca Sillence 

 

 

 
            

 

mailto:prestburyremembers@gmail.com
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Food for Thought 

A talk by Canon John Mead 
 

Searching for the invisible man 

The book of Job has been described as one of the classics of our heritage, 

to stand alongside the great tragedies of Shakespeare, Hardy and 
Dostoyevsky. 
 

We shall try to fathom some of the book’s mysteries and its place within 
the human quest for an acquaintance with the Divine being. 

St Nicolas Church 

Saturday 7  November at 7pm 

 

 

Advent Bazaar 

Saturday 21st November, noon until 3pm at St. Nicolas Church Hall 

There will be soup lunches, and stalls offering: 

crafts,  preserves,  children’s Christmas activities,  cakes,  Christmas cards. 

 

Prom Praise – Royal Albert Hall – Saturday 2nd April 2016 

A Christian ‘Last Night of the Proms’ 

Cost approx. £47 (depending on numbers) 

Coach travel, leaving Cheltenham 4pm and returning approx. 1am 

A £40 deposit per person is required by 21st DECEMBER 2015 

Send to Revd. Maz Allen,  

19 The Oaks, Up Hatherley, Cheltenham, GL51 3TS  

along with your contact details. 

This is a wonderful experience - Don’t miss it !! 
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October Diary and Calendar 

Sat 3 1900 for 1930 Harvest Supper Uckington Village Hall 

SUNDAY 4 Harvest Thanksgiving 

   0930 Community Celebration of Harvest St Nicolas 

Tue 6 1015 St Mary’s Junior School Harvest Service St Mary’s Junior School 

  1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary’s   

  1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  1700 Children’s Communion Group St Nicolas 

  1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

  1930 LMT St Nicolas 

  1930 Tuesday Group 13 Rivelands Road 

Wed 7 0945 Bible Study Group 320 Prestbury Road 

Thu 8 1830 Wedding rehearsal St Mary’s 

Sat  10 Paulinus, bishop, missionary 

   1130-1230 Cantate Domino rehearsal St Nicolas 

  1330 Wedding of Ricardo Simmons and 

Katie Hitchen St Mary’s 

  1500 Visiting bellringers - full peal St Mary’s 

  1730 Harvest Supper and celebration St Mary’s 

SUNDAY 11 Trinity 19 

   1445-1700 WW1 display, walk and afternoon tea St Mary’s 

  1530 Baptism of Thomas Allen St Lawrence 

Mon 12 Wilfrid, bishop, missionary 

 Tue 13 Edward the Confessor, king 

   1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary’s   

  1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  1330 Wives Fellowship Service St Nicolas 

  1700 Children’s Communion Group St Nicolas 

  1900 Communion followed by Tuesday 

Group St Lawrence 

Wed 14 0945 Bible Study Group 320 Prestbury Road 

Thu 15 Teresa of Avila, teacher of the faith 

 Sat 17 Ignatius, bishop, martyr 

   1130-1230 Cantate Domino rehearsal St Nicolas 

  1330 Wedding of Robert Henderson and 

Kelly-Marie Clark St Mary’s 

SUNDAY 18 Luke the Evangelist 

   1530 Baptism of Jack Parford St Lawrence 

Mon 19 1030 Reading Group Library at Capel Court 

  1900 for1930 Bereavement Support Group meeting St Nicolas 

Tue 20 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary’s   

  1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

  1930 Tuesday Group 13 Rivelands Road 

Wed 21 0945 Bible Study Group 320 Prestbury Road 
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  1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 

  1930 Passion Play rehearsal St Nicolas 

Sat 24 1400 Jumble Sale Uckington Village Hall 

SUNDAY 25 Last Sunday after Trinity 

   1400 Baptism of Lincoln Newman St Lawrence 

  1530 Baptism of Maxwell Newman St Mary’s 

Mon 26 1000-1200 Monday Club Uckington Village Hall 

Tue 27 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary’s   

  1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  1930 Mothers’ Union St Nicolas 

  1930 Tuesday Group 13 Rivelands Road 

Wed  28 Simon and Jude, Apostles 

   1930 Passion Play rehearsal St Nicolas 

    
 November Diary and Calendar 

SUNDAY 1 All Saints Day 

   1530 Memorial Service St Mary’s 

  1830 Communion with commemoration 

 of the faithful departed St Lawrence 

 

From the Registers 

Prestbury Swindon Village 

Baptisms Baptisms 
August 2 Alexander James Davis August 2 Joshua Febery (adult) 

  Eloise Lucy Hunt   Matthew Oldham (adult) 

 9 Gesela Grace Dagnall   Maisie-Grace Savage 

 16 Jacob Robert Sandford  9 Cruz Carter Chislett 

  Tristan Bryan Green  30 Edward Peter Perry 

 23 Ronnie Isabelle Stedman Weddings 

  Emilie Bridget Head August 7 Tyrone Perkins and Rebecca Durrant 

 30 Ellis Jay Patel Funerals 

  Asher Jay Patel August 6 Alfred Lewis 

Weddings   Joan Hayter 

August 1 Steen Rooney and Rachel Logan    

 14 Peter Ross and Gail Loveridge    

 15 Nicholas Caddy and Isabel Gallacher    

  Nathan Gilbert and Alexandra Green    

Funerals    
August 11 Janet Joy Peters    

Burials of ashes    
August 25 Kenneth Pearce    
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A Week in Essex 

Friday 21st August found me crawling along the M25 on my way to 

Chigwell in Essex - not a very auspicious start to what turned out 

to be one of the most exciting weeks of my life! I was on my way 

to play hockey for England Ladies Masters in the European 

Championships. 

The atmosphere at the Championships was amazing with teams 

from England, Ireland, Wales, Scotland, Italy, Spain and Holland, in 

age groups ranging from over forty to over sixty. 

We played five matches over six days winning our pool and then 

beating Holland 5-0 in the final! It’s hard to describe the thrill of 

putting on an England shirt, lining up with your opponents, walking 

onto the pitch and exchanging pins and pennants - it’s something I 

have seen on television but never thought I would experience! 

Then to win a gold medal was like the icing on the cake! I don’t 

think I have ever sung the National Anthem so loudly and, yes, 

there were a few tears!  

 

I am so thankful to have remained so fit and healthy, allowing me to continue playing 

hockey for so long. I am now waiting to hear if I have been selected for the squad for the 

2016 World Cup which will be held in Australia - with my daughter living in Australia that 

really will be a dream come true! 

Lorna Dymock 

Just before going to press we have heard that Lorna has been selected – our congratulations! - Ed 



Prestbury Parish Magazine  October 2015 
 

~ 17 ~ 

 

Flowers at St Nicolas 

 

For more years than she can remember, Molly Campbell has organised the flower rota at 

St Nicolas.  She has persuaded members of the congregation to create lovely arrangements 

that are always appreciated, and she has done this in her quiet and inspirational 

manner.  For every Festival in the church year she has ordered flowers and come up with 

original ideas.  For weddings, funerals and special celebrations Molly has been the one to 

consult, with her time and help so willingly given.  Everyone at St Nicolas thanks her as she 

gives up the role, though she will continue to take her turn on the rota. 

Janet White 
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Friends of St Mary’s Prestbury Wine Tasting – 21st August 

If success can be measured in terms of both profit and the enthusiasm of those who 

imbibed, this was a most successful evening.  We made a profit of £700 which, as ever, goes 

to a special fund ear-marked exclusively for the upkeep of the fabric of the church and the 

maintenance of the churchyard. 

We were very fortunate in our presenters who talked about the wines of their choice.  

Anne and Neil Parrack know France well and spoke of their choices with insight and 

experience.  Debbie and Duncan Forbes brought more than a touch of theatre to the 

proceedings: an abiding memory of the evening will be Debbie’s description of herself going 

to a fancy dress ball as a bottle of Nuits-Saint-Georges.  Pierre Coeur, as a Frenchman now 

living in exile in Cheltenham, provided a strong note of authenticity.  One particularly 

appreciated feature of the evening was the generosity of those who made special donations 

as well as sponsoring the wine quiz. 

We are much indebted to the body of unsung helpers who not only organised the food on 

a hair-shirt budget but also decorated the tables in the Prestbury Hall in such a welcoming 

and attractive manner.  When the last guests had gone these same helpers then buckled 

down to the unglamorous tasks of cleaning up, washing up and sweeping up.  Without them 

these events would not happen.  

Jim Mackie 

 

 

Prestbury Local History Society  

Meetings are held on the fourth Monday of each month (except July, August and 

December) at Prestbury Women's Institute Hall (unless otherwise indicated) at 7.30p.m. All 

are welcome.  

Members have free admission and guests pay £2. Membership is open to all and costs £10 

per calendar year.  

Website: www.prestburyhistory.com  

Secretary: Norman Baker, njb123@talktalk.net   583187   

 

28th September: ‘The Craven’s influence in Prestbury’  

The Craven family were Lords of the manor at one time and had extensive land holdings. 

Val Porter has been researching the part they played in our community.  

26th October: ‘Travelling Through Time’ with Lynda Hodges. This is a fascinating video of 

our history made by local people. And well worth seeing (and owning).  

23rd November: ‘The Burgage’  

by Margaret Davies. The Burgage is an imposing physical presence in Prestbury and has 

been for 750 year or more. The road and its residents have played a big part in our story. 
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Miss Garnett’s Angel 

A Holiday Read by Salley Vickers 

Are Angels and Devils real? Life’s changes find Miss Garnett taking lodgings for six months 

in Venice, a city she thinks she knows well as a retired teacher of The Renaissance. 

However, the local people she meets take her beneath the surface of the marbles and 

paintings into the Catholic stories and beliefs depicted, their more-ancient origins and 

current expression in the unfolding knowledge of the life experiences told to her by 

Venetians, art historians, and English twins engaged in a Restoration. 

Woven through her stages of enlightenment is the Apocryphal story of Tobit, whose self-

righteousness is challenged by his son, travelling companion, and his dog, the story of which 

is painted on the ceiling of the restored chapel. “All one’s experiences are somehow 

necessary.” 

A friend gave us this book for holiday reading, and it makes a gentle story easily followed. 

Those familiar with Venice will find fresh perspective, but there is inducement if you have 

not visited. The rich culture and antiquity of the fables are “dripped like honey” so do not 

overwhelm but leave a sense of intrigue for more knowledge, and wonder at forgotten 

facts. 

The real-time lives will have resonance for every reader, and reflection helps to move one 

forward with renewed hope. Our everyday meetings have angels in them, but we ourselves 

can be the devils if we allow it to be so, or the angels. The friend who lent us the book was 

our “Raphael”. 

Waterstones £11.95 

Amazon Paperback £6.74 

Amazon Kindle £4.13 

Diane & David Lyle 

 

HOST at Christmas 

Room at the inn? Small charity HOST is seeking friendly people who would like to learn 

more about other countries and cultures and share their home life with adult international 

students at UK universities. Young adults from many countries would love to have a short 

homely break and discover the real life of this country. 

Host Kit Millington-Hore wrote “Meeting students from around the world is hugely fulfilling 

and satisfying. Watching their pleasure as you introduce them to our ways of living, 

particularly over Christmas, is extremely rewarding.” 

Visits can be for a day, weekend, or four days at Christmas. Offering a Christmas invitation 

to someone who would otherwise be alone on a University campus can make a big 

difference. Invitations are urgently needed from volunteer hosts, no matter their age, or 

how far they live from a university. To find out more, or to be put in touch with your local 

organiser, please visit www.hostuk.org or call 020 7739 6292. 
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All Change At Abbeyfield 

It’s all change at Abbeyfield Prestbury – we say goodbye to retiring house manager Helen 

Davies and hello to her successor Sam Fitzsimmons. 

 

Helen Davies Sam Fitzsimmons 

“Our residents are my extended family,” says Helen Davies after eight years at Abbeyfield 

Prestbury. 

“They’ve shown me a lot of great friendship and I’ve loved every minute. I’m sad to be 

stepping down for medical reasons otherwise I’d have liked to have gone on for longer.” 

Helen will still be involved in the life of the house, though, as she’s joined the volunteer 

team at the Prestbury Road community for the active elderly, part of the national 

Abbeyfield Society which has Prince Charles as its patron. 

“I’m very pleased that I’ll still be keeping in contact with everyone,” says Prestbury-based 

Helen, who was a deputy house manager for four years before taking on the full role in 

2011. 

As well as preparing meals and coordinating staffing and volunteer support, Helen has also 

organised charity events and residents’ outings. 

“I worked closely with the executive committee that manages the house,” says Helen, 

whose career also includes time as manager of Llandeilo Abbeyfield in west Wales and as a 

hospice care worker. 

 “You need to be adaptable, patient and compassionate, and have a good sense of humour. 

And there’s a lot of organising and paperwork involved, too. It gets very busy. 



Prestbury Parish Magazine  October 2015 
 

~ 23 ~ 

 

“Now, I’m looking forward to seeing more of my friends in Gloucestershire and in Wales, 

and having time to follow my interests – I like painting and am keen on wildlife, natural 

history and alternative medicine,” says Helen, who has two grown-up sons and two 

granddaughters. 

Her dedication, enthusiasm and great kitchen skills were praised by executive committee 

chairman Noel Brick at a retirement lunch in her honour last month (September) with 

residents, colleagues and volunteers at the Royal Oak. 

“Helen’s been fantastic and we’re delighted that she’s continuing to support the residents as 

one of our volunteers,” says Noel. 

“And we’re pleased to welcome Sam Fitzsimmons to our team and hope that she’ll be as 

happy and as successful in the job as Helen has been.” 

The former head chef at the Windsor Street Care Centre says she’s settling in well. 

“Finding out about Abbeyfield, both our house here and nationally, has been new for me,” 

says Sam, who also lives in Prestbury. 

“I started in catering 17 years ago when my parents asked me to be the cook in a bar 

they’d opened, and I carried on as I found I liked working in a kitchen.” 

As well as Windsor Street, Sam has also held senior posts at two other Cheltenham care 

homes and at Swindon Village Primary School. 

When not cooking professionally, she enjoys family life with husband Mark and daughters 

Chloe, 17, and Emily, 14, who are both at Cleeve School. 

“My brother’s family live just down the road from us and we spend a lot of time with 

them,” says Sam, who’s also studying for a level three NVQ in hospitality supervision and 

leadership alongside her new job. 

“I’ve always preferred working in the elder sector as I feel I can talk to older people better, 

and they always have such interesting stories to tell.” 

Jason Ashworth 

 

 

A Long Time Between Drinks 

A man goes into the confessional box after years being away from the Catholic Church.  

He pulls aside the curtain, enters and sits himself down.  

There’s a fully equipped bar with crystal glasses, the best vestry wine, Guinness on tap, 

cigars and liqueur chocolates nearby, every creature comfort. 

He hears a priest come in: “Father, forgive me for it’s been a very long time since I’ve been 

to confession and I must admit that the confessional box is much more inviting than it used 

to be.”  

The priest replies, “Get out, you fool. You’re in my side.”  

From Nigel Woodcock  
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Prestbury Memorial Trust Trip to Waitrose 

A group of our members were pleased to accept an invitation from Waitrose to join in one 

of their cookery demonstrations and taster sessions. 

Waitrose have a great demonstration kitchen and certainly put on a fabulous display making 

a three course meal in an impressive one and half hours and it tasted fabulous. Many of the 

group are eager to try the recipes at home 

The members of Prestbury Memorial Trust are grateful to Waitrose for an interesting and 

very tasty morning which was very much enjoyed by all.  
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Summer Days with Prestbury Memorial Trust 

As I sit at my computer and write a few words as to how the members of Prestbury 

Memorial Trust have spent the past few weeks, I’m a little confused…the person on the 

radio said that today (1st September) is the first day of autumn. 

Did I miss the summer? Was I sleeping or do the days really go quicker as you get older?! So 

with a slightly heavy heart that summer is officially over and a mental scan of my shed to make 

sure I know where the snow shovel is (because as things are going with my time perception 

we could be in the depths of winter by tomorrow) I would like to let you know how the 

wonderful members of Prestbury Memorial Trust have spent some of their summer days. 

Things have run slightly differently to previous years. In the past the groups didn’t run in 

August and day trips on our minibus were arranged during these weeks. This meant that 

some members were left disappointed with neither a group to attend or, because the 

minibus was full, couldn’t go on the outing. This year we kept all groups running and 

decided to spread the days out over a longer period. 

At the beginning of August we had a trip to Stratford-upon-Avon. It was a pleasant day out 

with some of our group visiting the town for the first time in many years. As usual it was 

bustling with visitors and the cloudy sky didn’t seem to deter many folk, including ourselves. 

Sitting by the river watching the narrowboats come and go is certainly a tonic and the town 

centre itself, with different shops, made a nice change. 

Our next outing towards the end of the month was to Weston-super-Mare, a very popular 

destination among our members. The weather was atrocious! Heavy rain ALL day, but we 

were determined to have a good day and if the donkeys could still be out on the beach then 

the heavy rain wasn’t going to stop our wonderful members. So with brollies in hand and 

bracing ourselves against the wind we continued with the outing. Thankfully the shops were 

open and cafés served piping hot tea at tables with a sea view. Everybody, without exception, 

said they enjoyed the day out and were full of chatter and laughter on the drive home. 

Unfortunately I wasn’t able to take pictures of the ladies enjoying their day in Stratford or 

the brave soul who sat on Weston’s sea front eating ice cream (I had my camera stolen at 

the beginning of the year) but the images will certainly never leave my memory.  

As for future trips…we have an outing to Waitrose for a cookery demonstration and food 

taster and an outing to Earls Croome & Ripple WI for afternoon tea and we will also be 

visiting Bourton-on-the-Water. In November we are running an outing to Cribbs Causeway 

so some of our members can do some Christmas shopping. 

A fun date for everyone’s diary is Thursday 19th November when Prestbury Memorial 

Trust will hold a fund raising, general knowledge pub quiz at The Pavilion, The Royal Oak, 

The Burgage. 

All-in-all a fun time is had by all members of Prestbury Memorial Trust, whether it’s the sit 

& fit group, luncheon club, craft group or the shopping runs to Sainsbury’s and Tesco and 

our days out.  If you wish to become a member then please get in touch on 01242 579097.  

Also, if you have any spare time we are always on the look-out for minibus drivers to 

ensure our members are able to access these much enjoyed activities. 

Jennifer Roden –Warden, Prestbury Memorial Trust  
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VILLAGE AND COMMUNITY AGENTS - Prestbury 

Village agents bridge the gap between the local community and statutory and voluntary 

organisations. 

They provide high quality information and identify unmet needs in the community. 

The service is aimed primarily at the over 50 age group and was begun in 2006 as a scheme 

funded by the Department for Work and Pensions. By the end of 2008 the scheme 

consisted of 162 parishes. 

There are 39 village and community agents in rural and urban areas of Cheltenham and 

Gloucester. They are funded by the Gloucestershire County Council and the 

Gloucestershire Rural Community Council. 

Agents are trusted members of their communities who can be approached for advice and 

support.  They work in partnership with many other agencies such as Age UK, Healthwatch 

GlosCarers, Glos Department of Work and Pensions, Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue and 

Police, Mears Safe at Home and Citizens Advice Bureau. 

There is also a specialist cancer support service providing face to face information on how 

to manage and adapt to changes in health, returning to work, benefits, diets and nutrition. 

There is also a specialist team offering services to black, minority ethnic and migrant 

communities. 

The local village agent for Prestbury is Lorraine Demir. She would be happy to help you 

with pension and benefit queries, keeping your home warm, organising a free home safety 

check and adapting your home if you have a disability. She will advise about bogus and 

nuisance telephone calls and arrange all manner of other information including getting out 

and about and befriending services. If she doesn’t know the answers she will know 

someone who does! 

Lorraine can be reached on 07810 630 077 

Maggie Morris 

 

 

 

 

Pray for the Rugby World Cup 

Is your church holding an event to celebrate the Rugby World Cup? Diocesan Sports 

Ambassador the Revd John Longuet-Higgins would like to encourage prayer across the 

diocese for all the events that are happening. A prayer calendar is on the diocesan website 

www.gloucester.anglican.org/church-outreach/rugby-world-cup Send your events to 

kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk 
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Prestbury WI 

At the meeting on Monday 12th October Marion Beagley will be exploring the 

idiosyncrasies and expressions of the English language. Her talk is entitled ‘English is a Crazy 

Language’. She gives her talks to support the Chernobyl Children’s Life Line which brings 

groups of children to the UK for a respite holiday. 

Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings. They are held on the second Monday of 

each month and commence at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road. 

For further information on WI activities please contact Sally on  523558. Our website can 

be accessed at prestburygloswi.btck.co.uk. 

Sally Alexander 

 

 

 

Marle Hill WI 

Our September meeting was an activity evening.  Helen Barry arrived with packets of 

coloured paper napkins and showed us how to turn them into carnations with the aid of a 

pair of pinking shears and some floral wire.  So, armed with the necessary equipment, we all 

had a go and the results appeared very colourful and realistic.  We continued with some 

napkin folding and made a fan and a boat. 

Two members joined a coachload of county members for a three day trip to Harrogate to 

see the WI Centenary Exhibition.  It was an excellent event with lots to do, see and spend 

our money on!  We also visited Harlow Carr Gardens and York, where there was an 

interesting exhibition in the Quilt Museum.  A group of us enjoyed a very informative visit 

to the Masonic Hall in Cheltenham. 

We are looking forward to the Autumn Council meeting in the Pittville Pump Room, a 

theatre visit to see Guys and Dolls, a silk craft day in Chipping Campden, a cookery 

demonstration of sponge puddings and lunch at the Montpellier Chapter, a wine tasting 

afternoon, a meal at Strada, a skittles match against Berkley WI and a coffee morning 

hosted by Marilyn.  There are also our usual Craft and Book Club meetings and the Racing 

Club members are visiting Kim Bailey’s Stables near Andoversford.  Our diaries are filling 

up fast after the summer break! 

We have our excellent regular speaker, Arthur Ball, at our meeting on Monday 5th 

October.  This time he is bringing the pictures of his visit to Botswana.  If you would like to 

join us for the evening we meet at 7.30pm at St Nicolas Church Hall, Swindon Lane.  

Visitors are always made very welcome. 

Sara Jefferies. 
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary’s, Prestbury 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Eucharist 
   09.30 Celebrate! All-age worship 
   11.00 Sung Eucharist  
 1st Sunday 18.30 Evening Prayer held in Chapel at Capel Court 
 2nd Sunday 18.30 Benediction in St Mary’s 
 Other Sundays 18.30 Evening Prayer in St Mary’s 
  Monday 09.00 Morning Prayer  (excluding Bank Holidays) 

   09.30 Eucharist  (excluding Bank Holidays) 
  Wednesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 

   19.30 Eucharist  
  Thursday 10.30 Eucharist 
  Friday 08.00 Eucharist 
  Saturday 09.30 Eucharist 

St Nicolas, Prestbury 
  Sunday 09.30 Sung Eucharist 
  Tuesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 

   10.00 Said Eucharist 
  Daily  17.00 Evening Prayer  (excluding Sundays & Bank Holidays) 

All Saints 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Mass 
   10.30 Sung Mass 
  18.30 Choral Evensong  
 Last Sunday 18.30 Choral Evensong with Benediction 
  Thursday 09.00 Morning Prayer 
   11.15 Said Mass 

St Lawrence, Swindon Village 
  1st Sunday 10.30 Together @ Ten Thirty 
   18.30 Sung Holy Communion 
  2nd Sunday 09.15 BCP Holy Communion  
   18.30 Evensong  
  3rd & 4th  09.15 Holy Communion 
   18.30 Evensong 
  5th Sunday 09.15 Holy Communion  
   18.30 Songs of Praise  
     (alternates with St Mary Magdalene) 

St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke 
  1st,2nd,3rd & 4th 10.30 Holy Communion 

  5th Sunday 10.30 Holy Communion 
           or 18.30 Songs of Praise  
     (alternates with St Lawrence.  On the Sundays we 

      host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service)  
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 “The Dark is Light Enough” 

“Then God said, “Let there be light” and there was light. And God saw that the light was 

good and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day and the 

darkness he called Night.”       Genesis 1: 3 – 5a, NRSV  

 

The heading of this piece is the title of a play about the Hungarian Revolution by 

Christopher Fry.  Recently reading these opening verses of the Book of Genesis, I recalled 

the play and its ambiguous title. I was struck by the equality given in the opening chapter of 

Genesis to day and night, to darkness and to light, a sentiment repeated in verses 16 and 17 

when God set the sun and the moon to rule over the day and the night. 

We tend to use darkness to express the idea of evil. In everyday life we use darkness in 

many derogatory ways - black sheep, black market. Dictionary definitions describe the 

adjective ‘dark’ as having a number of evil connotations such as sinister, dismal, sullen.  But 

we need to be aware that about half the human race is dark and the constant use of 

darkness can have damaging impact on both black and white –skinned members of our 

society. 

How many children’s stories feature darkness as a state to be feared,  allied to fear of the 

unknown. Woods bring the terror of not knowing what is behind the next tree, the anxiety 

of not knowing where everything familiar has gone. From Hansel and Gretel to Snow White 

darkness is a state to be feared. Nowadays children are faced with so many more violent 

and frightening portrayals both fictional - Vampires and Zombies, and real - news reports of 

massacres and executions. Sights of horror come back to haunt their (and our) night-time 

sleep in the shape of the sudden nightmare. They need our constant reassurance.  At night 

they look for that chink in the door or the parent’s voice from the light downstairs to be 

there to provide comfort.  As indeed we all do. 

But we need to recognise that darkness can be a time of rest, of forgetting pain or loss. We 

often welcome its arrival with relief. Darkness is also called the womb of creation.  Seeds 

need darkness to germinate. Roots grow in the dark earth even when plants outwardly 

appear to be dead. For the first nine months of a human baby’s life, it is nurtured in the 

darkness of a mother’s womb.  We shut our eyes to pray. We recognise the immensity of 

God’s creation when standing outside in a dark garden. To suggest that darkness is evil 

could infer that creation is also unnatural. 

The Bible does often stress the connection between evil and darkness, in John 3.19 or 

1 John 1.5 or the many occasions when evildoers are thrown into outer darkness.  But 

there are also occasions when the writer sees darkness as much the representative as the 

creation of God, read Psalm 18.11 or 136.9.    Christian writers too have recognised the 

value of darkness when we can be closer to God, from the 14th century ‘Cloud of 

Unknowing’ and the 16th writings of St John of the Cross to modern poetry. 

T S Eliot in ‘East Coker’ provides an epitaph to what I have been trying to say:  “I said to 

my soul be still and let the dark come upon you, which shall be the darkness of God”.  

John Elliott 
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