
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

 

Team Office admin@northchelt.org.uk 01242 244373   

St Nicolas Church, Swindon Lane, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL50 4PA 
The office is open Monday to Friday 09.00-12.00 

Outside these hours please leave a message on the answer phone 
 

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings 

may be arranged at the Team Surgery on Saturdays 10.30-11.00 am 
(except Holy Saturday, the day after Good Friday) 

in St Nicolas Room, Swindon Lane, Prestbury,  GL50 4PA 

Other Pastoral Matters & Reconciliation (Confession) 

please contact one of the clergy (telephone numbers above) 
 

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Editors, the Clergy, 

the Parochial Church Council, or of any authoritative body of the Church of England 

 

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of  

St Mary and St Nicolas Prestbury Cheltenham – Registered Charity No 1130933 

continued inside back cover 
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Dear Friends,  

f you don’t like sport then this summer has been hard for you. There 
does seem to have been rather an excess of it but we should bear with 
those who enjoy watching and even participating in sport, and perhaps 

with me as I share some reflections I read on what we have seen over 
the summer.  

High levels of sport require sheer determination of those who compete, the 

determination to push the boundaries of what can’t be done until those things 
become achievable. As we watch athletes of so many different sports I am 
reminded that we are born to strive, and as we strive to become better 

followers of Jesus Christ, more loving, more generous caring people I think that 
we, like those athletes we have witnessed over the summer, become more 
fulfilled.  

Christians don’t expect that their life of discipleship will be easy; it can be hard 
to love your neighbour, it requires commitment to sustain a life of prayer and 
worship, it can sometimes feel quite challenging to be generous, and yet we are 
called to do all these things by a God who was prepared to give up his Son for 

the sake of humanity.  Surely the image of Jesus on the cross (St Paul reminds 
us) is the reason we should keep our eyes on the finish line in our race of life, 
because out of that situation comes the hope of the resurrection and being one 

with God, which is our ultimate fulfilment – how we were created to be. 

In the Olympics the majority of the athletes will face failure; but the greatest 
stories of the Olympics are the stories of those who have overcome failure and 

ultimately achieved success.  

Their example gives those of us who have embarked on a faith journey great 
encouragement, and points us to the level of determination we need to succeed 

in our lives, especially when things go wrong.  One other reflection from the 
Olympics is that although athletes compete with each other, there is a palpable 
sense of support and mutual encouragement as they strive to achieve greater 
things.  

Whilst the church is not essentially about competing with one another it is a 
group of people who encourage one another in the journey of faith, and that 
mutual support sustains and refreshes us as we follow countless millions of 

Christians on the journey of faith following in the footsteps of Christ. May you 
be blessed in your own journey of faith and may we continue to encourage one 
another as we journey together. 

Revd Liz 

  

I 
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Prestbury Parish Magazine 

s you read through this issue of your magazine you will see several people have 

already left or are leaving us soon. 

Fr David and the Revd Angela Smith have already left us and are settling in their 

new benefice.  We wish them well.   Now we wait for the Reverend Nicholas Bromfield to 

take up the post of Rector in the North Cheltenham Team Ministry and become the 41st 

known incumbent of Prestbury.  

Fr Stephen will at last take his long-overdue retirement.  He writes to us about his career. 

Fr David Gardiner left us long ago but he is now back in Gloucester.  I asked him to write 

on the topic of “What does a bishop’s chaplain do?” 

The landlady of the Plough Inn, Cathy Richards, and her partner Keith Fagan are also retiring.  

Valerie Roach examines the connexion between their public house and the church of St Mary. 

Elsewhere you will find news of what has been happening in our parish.  Remember: you will 

find it all in the Prestbury Parish Magazine! 

The underlying theme this month is museums.  As usual the response has 

been most varied.  Several of you have written for us to share 

experiences in such places.  We, in Cheltenham, are lucky to have a fine 

museum in our town, The Wilson.  There you will find all manner of 

exhibits:  fine art, furniture, porcelain, clothes. local history, as well as a 

display about Edward Wilson who left Cheltenham to perish in 

Antarctica.  You can even find a post-war Ration Book belonging to the 

Revd Norman Kent.  

My favourite is a display about a business of chimney sweeps from Sherbourne Street 

started by John Russell in the nineteenth century.  When he died his widow employed 

James Short as the foreman.  On his death the business was taken over by one of his 

‘climbing boys’, William Field.  Upon his death his eldest son, Frederick, took over the 

business.  There is a photograph of Frederick, a humble sweep, at his last chimney in 1950.  

For those that look up there are the brushes Frederick used and a splendid zinc trade sign, 

in the form of a sweep in top hat and frock coat, that hung over the door of the terraced 

house at 43 Sherbourne Street. 

In Pittville is the Holst Birthplace Museum. There is a strong link with the music in All Saints 

Church.  Perhaps someone will write for us about that, for our theme next month is music! 

Brian Wood 
 

Cover Photograph: 

The Wilson by Brian Wood 

 

October Magazine Deadline:    Sunday 11 September 2016 

  Future Themes:  October Music 

    November Radio Listening 

    December / January Family Favourite   

A 
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Museums 

A dictionary definition of a museum is:  a place or building where objects of historical, 
artistic or scientific interest are exhibited, preserved or studied. 

One meaning of ‘church’ is ‘a building designed for Christian worship’. 

I seem to remember that one of the aims of the new atheist Communist rulers of Russia in 
the last century was to turn churches into museums. 

Some thinkers ruminating about the loss of faith in our present day society have bemoaned 
the fact that many seem to view our beautiful and historic English churches as museums 
containing objects - pictures, statues, or images of historic or artistic interest.   

So how does a church building differ from a religious museum? The answer is, of course, 
that this structure, whether new or ancient, is a holy place - a place set apart to enable and 
assist people who are drawn to sit and think on their own or join with others in singing and 
worshipping together or listening actively to inspiring music. 

I am encouraged by the undoubted fact that our nation cannot do without an 
acknowledgement of a higher power in our lives.  We cannot, it seems, manage in this 
overwhelmingly secular age without our Christian worship. We need holy buildings where 
we can worship.  Our God, who works in sometimes mysterious and wondrous ways, is with 
us in national tragedy or celebration as we go to our legacy of beautiful cathedrals, 
ministers or chapels and parish churches. 

I love visiting old churches and cathedrals because they are places which preserve objects 
and works of art and historic reminders of bygone times when, I believe:  “Thy hand, O God, 
has guided thy flock from age to age”.  Our church graveyards - God’s holy acres - are a 
reminder of the history of individual faith.  Thomas Gray in his poem, Elegy written in a 
Country Church-Yard muses: 

     Beneath those rugged elms, that yew trees shade 
     Where heaves the turf in many a mouldering heap, 
     Each in his narrow cell for ever laid, 
     The rude Forefathers of the hamlet sleep. 

He goes on to put into immortal verse the thoughts that come to us in a quiet church 
yard.  Graveyards and gravestones for me are a fascinating reminder of the lives and beliefs 
of ordinary folk down the ages 

I love visiting museums and I’m fascinated by the relics, objects, and evidence of scientific 
discovery.  When I was in my early teens I attended a school some distance from my home 
(and tea).  My route homewards passed a museum.  In those days museums were furnished 
with many glass cases and contained a rather jumbled collection of strange objects instead 
of today’s carefully constructed displays and informatively labelled exhibits.   I still 
remember the carcase of the Basingstoke trapdoor spider which fascinated me! 

One of the many blessings of living in the 21st century that I thank God for is museums.   O, 
and I mustn’t forget, the blessings provided by churches and my sometimes faltering faith. 

Ralph Griffin   
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Father David and Revd Angela’s Farewell Party 

 

On Sunday 3rd July 2016 Fr David presided at his final service in the North Cheltenham 

Team - the 11am Eucharist at St Mary’s Church, Prestbury. Later on in the day, from 

3.00pm onwards, there was a Farewell Tea Party, again in St Mary’s, when representatives 

from all the North Cheltenham churches attended to wish him and Revd Angela every good 

wish in their new Benefice. They will both be very much missed. The rest of the month of 

July was spent packing up and moving everything (including the cats!) to their new home in 

Horning, Norwich. 

Mary Turner 

Pictures by Kate Bestwick 

 

On Sunday afternoon, 3rd July 2016, parishioners from throughout the Team gathered at 

St Mary's to bid Farewell to David and Angela as they left Gloucestershire to start a new 

life in Norfolk. 

After speeches expressing sadness, thanks and good wishes 

for the future, presents were given to David and Angela.  The 

atmosphere was further enlivened by the appearance of a cake 

in the shape of a bomb, with a smoking fuse! This was 

provided by David Williams from Elmstone Hardwicke, and 

related to Father David's skills in bomb-disposal.  

We then all enjoyed that most English of experiences, Tea and 

Cake, before finally bidding farewell to David and Angela. 

Janet Ford 

 

Institution and Induction of the Revd David Smith 

On Sunday 31st July 2016 a group of nine people from St Mary’s Church represented the 

North Cheltenham Team at the Institution and Induction of the Revd David Smith as 

Rector of the Benefice of Ashmanhaugh, Barton Turf, Beeston St Lawrence, Horning, 

Irstead and Neatishead.  The service was held at the Church of St Michael and All Angels, 
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Barton Turf and was led by the Bishop of Norwich, the Rt Revd Graham James.  At the 

same service the Bishop gave Revd Angela permission to officiate in the Diocese of 

Norwich.  Following the service there was a reception in the New Victory Hall in the 

nearby village of Neatishead, to which everyone was invited. 

 
Fr David and Revd Angela with the Rt Revd Graham James, Bishop of Norwich 

It was a long day but very much worth it to be there to see Fr David and Revd Angela 

settled into their new environment, and to meet some of the people David and Angela will 

be caring for; we were very well looked-after and made to feel extremely welcome. 

At the reception we all had an opportunity to chat with both David and Angela (and some 

members of their family), and to wish them once again joy, peace and happiness in their 

new home. 

Mary Turner 

 

 
Fr David and Revd Angela with St Mary’s churchwardens,  

Lynda Hodges (left) and Frances Murton (right),  

who presented Fr David to his new benefice  

on behalf of the North Cheltenham Team Ministry 

Pictures by Stephen Murton  
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And it’s good bye from me, good bye.  (Jeremy Paxman) 

It has been said that life begins at retirement, while retired friends often say that their 

retirement is so full that they don’t know how they ever found the time to go to work. For 

me the next part of life’s adventure is about to begin and I can’t help noticing that after 

18th September my diary has little or nothing in it save for family birthdays and an 

occasional appointment with the dentist. And so it’s happening. After just short of fifty 

years at work I am about to retire. The sixteen year old tall, slim, dark-haired lad (yes all of 

those things) who stepped through the doors of the local Tax Office to report for his first 

full time job on an early April morning in 1967 is no more. The years have passed and in 

many respects I have changed and been changed by my experiences in the world of work 

and by life itself.  

After twelve years in the Inland Revenue I spent almost eight and a half years as a police 

officer in Gloucester and Stroud before training for ordination at Chichester. That time as a 

policeman was probably one of the best ways of learning about the needs of people 

experiencing difficulties and troubles of many and varied sorts, of people who succumb to 

greed and violence for various reasons and of those who are vulnerable and depend upon a 

police presence in the community to help them feel safe and cared for.  

There have been some things though that have remained the same and have become 

stronger with the passing of time. First among them was my desire to be a priest which I 

sensed as a teenager even though that vocation was not to be fulfilled for many years. 

However, for the past twenty-seven years I have been able to give thanks to God for calling 

me to ordained ministry and to those who were eventually brave enough to put their faith 

in me and agree that God was indeed calling me to be ordained. They have been eventful 

years from the very beginning: the training incumbent who went on holiday and never came 

back just after I was ordained deacon, the Bishop Peter affair, the Cromwell Street mass 

murder enquiry during my time living and working in the centre of Gloucester and in the 

eye of the storm. Then there was the charge I was given to pull a disunited group of village 

parishes together followed only a few years later by a further charge to prepare them to be 

broken up in a pastoral re-organisation. My time at St Peter’s, Tewkesbury Road, ended 

with the closure of the church in another pastoral re-organisation after which I arrived as a 

Team Vicar in a newly expanded North Cheltenham Team Ministry.  

Throughout this time I have been able to trust in God to uphold me when things have been 

difficult and to have given me the love and support of my family as well as good friends and 

colleagues at the times when I most needed them. Above all, I have had the joy of serving 

the people, among whom I have been placed, in the name of God, to lead them in worship 

and to offer them prayer, comfort and help in their good times and in their sad times too. 

Ministry in the Church has changed over the years and different demands are increasingly 

being made upon the clergy but one thing that we must not lose is a heart for the people 

and for the sacraments and those rites of passage – weddings, baptisms and funerals - that 

we administer among them Sunday by Sunday and day by day. It is an invaluable task that 

clergy and people share in our parishes and wider communities as we try to draw others to 

know the love of God for them. 

Someone else has passed on a piece of wisdom that as we step back from what has 

occupied so much of our time and energy in the workplace we need to be able to “retire 
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from work, but not from life”. Retired clergy friends also tell me that a great advantage in 

having retired from active full-time or non-stipendiary ministry is in the gift of being able to 

help out here or there when possible but also politely to say, “sorry but not this time,” and 

not to feel guilty about it.  

But let me offer myself one last piece of advice on retirement from that great philosopher 

Winnie-the-Pooh: “Don’t underestimate the value of Doing Nothing, of just going along, 

listening to all the things you can’t hear, and not bothering.” (Pooh’s Little Instruction Book, 

inspired by A A Milne). 

I hope that as many of you as possible will be able to join me for a farewell tea at 4.00pm 

on Sunday, 18th September at All Saints Church and then take the opportunity to stay for 

Choral Evensong at the earlier time of 6.00pm. 

May God bless us all, 

Fr Stephen 

 

 

Our work with schools 

Prestbury Parish is part of the North Cheltenham Team Ministry.  As well as our church 

schools in Prestbury and our secondary school at Pittville, the team covers other schools – 

Swindon Village Primary School, Gardners Lane School, as well as Berkhamstead School. 

We have Open the Book teams in Swindon Village, Gardners Lane and the Infant and Junior 

schools in Prestbury.  Open the Book teams go into school to tell bible stories in a very 

gentle open way, and the children enjoy dressing up and hearing the stories.  Prestbury and 

Swindon Village also run ‘Experience Easter’ for the local schools, an interactive reflective 

way for children to engage with the Easter story.  

The clergy also regularly lead collective worship in our church schools (fortnightly) and 

assemblies in our community schools (usually at least once per half term).  They also help 

out with the RE curriculum by talking to classes about baptism, weddings, the artefacts in 

the church and Christian symbols. 

We can sometimes feel that children are absent from our church – (they are not, just turn 

up to Celebrate! on a Sunday morning and you will find lots of them), but the church is 

most definitely not absent from children!  We never know what impact our work in 

schools will have. 

The other week it was a privilege to baptise a girl called Katie at St Lawrence, Swindon 

Village.  Katie is seven years old, and decided she wanted to be baptised after learning about 

it from me as part of her RE lesson at school.  The service was lovely and Katie is so 

pleased to have been baptised.  Who knows how many other stories there are that we 

never hear about. 

Please continue to pray for our schools, particularly at the beginning of the new school 

year, and if you want to know more about our work in our schools, or want to join one of 

the Open the Book teams, please let us know! 

Revd Liz  
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The Woodhall Spa Cottage Museum  

We all know the V&A, The Wilson and the various museums in Gloucester but the one I 

am drawn back to as often as possible is The Woodhall Spa Cottage Museum in 

Lincolnshire. The “cottage” is a corrugated iron building and has been standing there for 

well over a hundred years. Originally it housed Thomas and Mary Ann Wield who worked 

at the nearby Spa. Then Thomas started a bath chair business meeting patients at the 

railway station and transporting them to 

their hotels and to the Baths for their 

treatments etc. Later his son John joined 

the business and the family was one of 

the best known in the village. The coming 

of the motor car eventually closed the 

business and John made a business from 

his hobbies of photography, watch and 

clock repairing and anything related. He 

had a keen interest in the history of the 

Spa and when he died he left a vast amount of glass photographic plates and written 

archives.  Luckily one man realised the potential and eventually the bungalow was bought 

and turned into the local museum. 

My interest lies in the fact that John was my 

Grandfather. 

Each room has a theme. There is a Magic 

Lantern Room reflecting John’s photographic 

work and the shows he used to give. This was 

my mother’s bedroom turned into his 

workroom and office when she left home.  A 

room telling the story of the village and the 

history of the Spa was my grandparents’ bed 

room. “My” bedroom when we stayed there is 

now the War Room. Lincolnshire was the 

home of Operation Market Garden and The Dambusters. The local “posh” hotel was the  

Officers’ Mess for RAF Coningsby and 617 squadron. Soldiers and Airmen comprised a 

large percentage of the population during WW2 as I distinctly remember.  In the front 

garden of the Museum is an Arnhem Memorial and in the village a big one to The 

Dambusters.   The “front room” has been set up as a family room reflecting the life that 

went on for about a hundred years. There are games, toys and books and several items I 

have donated over the years and they are now back in their own home. Other aspects of 

past and present village life are in other rooms and together they make a comprehensive 

and interesting story. The main street also has changed little over the years. 

I thoroughly recommend a visit to Woodhall Spa. It is about twenty miles east of Lincoln 

fifteen north from Boston with its Stump and three or four from Tattershall Castle (NT) 

and Coningsby the home of the Memorial Flight. 

Gillian Jackson  

Mary Ann buying bread at her front door 

Thomas Wield and donkey about to take a lady 

in a bath chair for her treatment 
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Museum piece/Wilson 

 

Transparent cuboids of glass 

assembled to make 

one large cuboid of glass. 

 

Rooms seen into from other rooms 

not all, of course – we have our privacies – 

and floors can’t be seen through. 

 

A penguins greets in the entrance hall, 

three others with an albatross and a cape pigeon 

hidden within the old museum, 

 

offshoot of a gallery 

in the second floor, 

museum of convolutions, 

 

a maze preserved from former times 

before the glass, seeming to reach 

over the library next door. 

 

So what’s inside? The usual 

miscellany in museum and gallery 

local and general, and Wilson at the Pole. 

 

To the right of the entrance hall 

is a gap where once I saw 

one of the versions of Rodin’s “Thinker”. 

 

There is a Turner 

in the Wilson 

at least for now. 

Michael Skaife d’Ingerthorpe     
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Madame Tussauds 

One of the places we went to when my father took me to London in 1936 was to Madame 

Tussauds. I had heard the name of the waxworks but did not have too much idea of what 

to expect. I was impressed by the life like looking models of the Royal Family whom we had 

seen a lot of in newsreels when it was the Silver Jubilee year. 

My father tricked me by suggesting that I go over and ask the attendant where the ice 

creams were sold, only to find that he was indeed one of the dummies. Another attraction 

but one which I would not be allowed to go into, was the Chamber of Horrors, famous for 

the dark deeds depicted there. I did catch up with that department when I went there again 

in 1951and then agreed with his decision, as several of the scenes were on the gruesome 

side. French leader Marat was stabbed in his bath and there he was. 

At that time Hollywood was sending over some of its stars to appear in variety at the 

London Palladium. That week, the MGM comedian Red Skelton was appearing there nightly 

but he was also to be seen in the waxworks on the day we were there. Being in show 

business, it meant that he and his family were on a conducted tour but were going in the 

opposite direction to ourselves. We certainly noticed him and the smart American clothes 

his wife and children were wearing. 

Another show business connection is in the Andrew Lloyd Webber musical, “Stephen 

Ward.” This opens with the name character bemoaning the fact that he is a feature in the 

Tussauds exhibition in Blackpool where he is between the acid bath murderer and the 

moors murderer. Such is fame. 

It has all come a long way since Marie opened her exhibition which is now in the 

Marylebone Road but it goes from strength to strength and is high on the list for tourist 

visits. There are price variations around the £25 mark. There is also the Planetarium to 

widen interest and they have a Star Wars exhibition. 

Oddly enough, in the daily paper before Wimbledon, it was said that tennis ace Andy 

Murray did not have a model as he is said to be not popular enough, though the models of 

Boris Becker and Rafael Nadal remain. I wonder if they have changed their minds after his 

latest win. There are models of Kendal Jenner (Khardishans) and Clara Delavingne whom 

many of us may not have heard of at all. 

In the Echo there was a summer day out to the show with a “Kids go free” coupon for the 

v15 interactive areas, and the incredible Star Wars experience, with over 300 lifelike 

figures. 

Until September 30 there is “The Game’s Afoot”, which is an “interactive Sherlock Holmes 

mystery-solving show.” For roughly an hour, aspiring detectives can wander through a set 

rather like a live Cluedo board. It is recommended in The Stage newspaper, though at £50 a 

head you could have second (or third) thoughts. 

What Marie would have made of it all is a job to say, but then show business goes on in 

different ways. 

Tudor Williams 
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ISingPOP - Christian values through song 

Back in June we gathered in a marquee on the school field for the first ever combined Infant 

and Junior performance, which was to reflect Christian values through a selection of new 

songs.  It became a delightful fresh take on children’s hymn singing. 

Almost unnoticed the classes were gathering behind the audience.  Then they marched into 

the marquee, single file, to their own clapping.  The rhythm was immediately engaging and 

built expectation as the numbers grew and the stage filled. 

Jake Munn 

 

We were all asked to join with the swaying and whooping, (including a Mexican wave), 

whilst the teachers boogied on the sidelines.  The children sang without a moment’s 

hesitation or loss of focus.  A mini Promenade concert after one week’s rehearsal!  Hats off 

to the ISingPOP movement.   

As everyone filed out there was a final treat - an amazing body popping finale from the last 

boy on stage. 

Please let this joint effort be the first of many. 

Anya Jary 
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Opening of the Extension of St Nicolas Hall 

On Sunday 10th July the just completed extension to the Church Hall at St Nicolas was 

formally blessed and opened.  The blessing was led by the Venerable John Lewis and the 

ribbon was cut by Peter Attwood.  Peter was instrumental in getting the project off the 

ground and in raising the funds, which came from some of the hall users, some charities and 

an anonymous donor.  The extension provides much improved access for the disabled, a 

proper toilet for the disabled, and storage for chairs as well as a nice entrance hall.  The 

regular users are very pleased with the improved facilities and the flexible layout of the 

building and we are very fortunate to have such a wonderful facility at St Nicolas. 

Marcus Steel 

 

 
Picture by Marcus Steel 

 

 
Picture by John Gann 
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Forthcoming Events 

Prestbury URC Coffee Morning  

Please do join us for our monthly coffee morning on Saturday 3 September from 

10.30am-Noon.  As ever, the legendary toasted teacakes will be on offer!  There will also 

be a raffle and cakes  and  books for sale. 

 

GHCT Ride and Stride 

This year’s Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust event 

takes place on Saturday 10th September. The purpose is to 

raise vital funds through sponsorship, which are then shared 

between a church of your choice and GHCT which provides 

grants for historic churches in the county in need of repair and maintenance. 

Why not join us?  Invite friends and family to sponsor you then ride your 

bicycle/scooter/horse, walk or run, visiting some of Gloucestershire’s beautiful churches 

and taking in the landscape along the way. Many churches will be open especially on the day 

and some will be providing refreshments too ! 

If that sounds a bit too energetic, why not volunteer to help for a short while at St Mary’s 

with the refreshments and a much needed smile for the weary participants. For further 

information and sponsor forms please contact your area organiser, Helen Mann on 

01242 232413.  I look forward to hearing from you. 

Helen Mann 

 

Church Heritage Open Days 

St Mary Magdalene Church 

Saturday 10th September at 10:00am-3:00pm, and 

Sunday 11th September at 12:00noon-3:00pm 

Come and take a look at the local history on display in our beautiful church. With the site 

dating back to Saxon times, the church contains examples of Saxon, Norman and Victorian 

architecture. Parish records will be available for inspection, some of which qualify as the 

oldest in the country. The tower will also be open, enabling fantastic views of the open 

countryside. 

David Williams 

 

National Heritage Weekend 

Prestbury URC will be open on Saturday 10 September from 10am until 4pm as part of the 

National Heritage Weekend.  Our 150th birthday celebrations are an excuse to display 

some of our historical items from Gloucestershire Archives and to examine the 125th 

anniversary cushions.   Rebecca Sillence from the Prestbury Local History Society will be 

there with an exhibition of local history, and for the children (and young-at-heart!) there 
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will be a Beatrix Potter corner (also celebrating her 150th birthday)  with contributions 

from our own Potter expert, Anne Grant. 

It goes without saying that we will also be serving teas and coffees throughout.  We are 

wheelchair accessible and guide dogs are welcome in the church. 

 

 

Barn Dance, Baily’s Beads, St Mary Magdalene fund raising 

Village Hall (GL51 9SR), Saturday 17 September, 7:30pm 

Baily’s Beads is a traditional barn dance/ceilidh band that plays European, British and 

American music from 18th to 21st centuries … so are you interested? Please come along 

and join us – you’ll have a great time. Bring & share supper. Raffle with cash prize(s). Bar 

will be open. Entry – £12. 

Shelagh Holder 

 

 

Cheltenham Cantilena Concert   -  Chichester Psalms 

Sunday 25th September 2016   3.00pm     Cheltenham Town Hall 

Our annual concert involves musicians from across Gloucestershire, including many local 

singers and players, performing   

Leonard Bernstein  Chichester Psalms  

This moving work was commissioned by the Dean of Chichester in 1965, and our 

performance will feature Ben Sawyer as soloist.  The concert will be conducted by 

Stephen Belinfante, and will also include: 

Brahms  Academic Festival Overture 

Rachmaninov  Symphony No 2 

We will be raising money for British Heart Foundation.  

Tickets: Adult £15, under 16 £5, available from the Town Hall Box Office 0844 576 2210 

and from members of the orchestra and choir. 

This will be an exciting, varied and emotional concert, and we look forward to seeing you there. 

Wendy Price 

 

 

Harvest Supper, St Mary Magdalene fund raising 

Village Hall (GL51 9SR), Saturday 1 October, 7:00pm for 7:30pm 

Come along to join in our Harvest Supper celebration! Good food, a raffle, a relaxing 

atmosphere and the Bar will be open. Entry – £8.50 adults, £4.50 children. Tickets will be 

limited, so please get in contact to reserve your seat(s) by Sunday 24 September. 

Ian Richings  
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September 2016 Diary 

Sat 3 1130-1300 Cantate Domino rehearsal St Nicolas 

SUN 4 1330 Baptism of Alfie Peacock St Mary Magdalene 

  1430-1530    Visiting bellringers from Tewkesbury St Mary’s 

Mon 5 1900 Swindon Village PCC St Mary’s 

Tue 6 1430 Building and Fabric Meeting St Nicolas 

  1800 Study at Six Kings Arms 

  1930 Tuesday Group 13 Rivelands Road 

Thu 8 1930 Prestbury PCC St Mary’s 

Sat 10 1000-1600    Heritage Open Day St Mary Magdalene 

  1000-1800    Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust Ride and Stride 

  1130-1300    Cantate Domino rehearsal St Nicolas 

  1130 Wedding of Alun Williams and Raquel Oosthuizen St Mary’s 

SUN 11 1200-1600    Heritage Open Day St Mary Magdalene 

  1430 Baptism of Nelly Kearns St Lawrence 

Mon 12 1915 Communications Group St Nicolas 

  1930 LMT Meeting St Mary’s 

Tue 13 1900 Communion followed by Tuesday Group St Lawrence 

Wed 14 1930 Bereavement Group St Nicolas 

Sat 17 1030 Visiting bellringers from Charlton Kings St Mary’s 

  1130-1300    Cantate Domino rehearsal St Nicolas 

  1930 Barn dance Uckington Village Hall 

SUN 18 1100 Baptism of Imogen Ahearne during the Sung Eucharist St Mary’s 

Tue 20 1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

  1930 Tuesday Group 13 Rivelands Road 

Wed 21 1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 

Fri 23 1330 Wedding of Ashley Cole Williams and Kerri Smith St Mary’s 

Sat 24 1130-1300    Cantate Domino rehearsal St Nicolas 

SUN 25  Cheltenham Half Marathon  

  1400 Baptism of Leia-Rae Ann Sykes St Lawrence 

  1430 Sian Louise Farley St Mary’s 

Mon 26 1000-1200    Monday Club Uckington Village Hall 

Tue 27 1930 Tuesday Group 13 Rivelands Road 

   Mothers’ Union Outing and Lunch (For details contact Gill Cartwright) 

October 2016 Diary 

Sat 1 1930 Harvest Supper Uckington Village Hall 

SUN 2 0930 Celebration of Harvest followed by Community Lunch  St Nicolas 

  1100 Baptism of Bluebelle Wheatley during the Eucharist    St Mary’s 

  1530 Baptisms of Frederick Charles Banwell  

and Ruth Louise Adamson 

St Mary’s 

 

4 1430-1530  Visiting bellringers from Tewkesbury  St Mary’s 

 

Regular Events 
 Tuesdays 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary’s  

 1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence  

Saturdays 1030-1100 Team Surgery St Nicolas  
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September 2016 

Calendar 

 

SUNDAY 4 Trinity 15 

SUNDAY 11 Trinity 16 

SUNDAY 18 Trinity 17 

SUNDAY 25 Trinity 18 
  

From the Registers 

Prestbury 
Baptisms 

June 5 John Benjamin Wilson 

 

12 Ella Louise Bradbury 

  

Evie Rose Bradbury 

 

19 George Francis Nicholas Wheeler 

July 10 Ella Rose Hartley 

 

17 Jonathan Joash Dale 

  

Christopher George Lynden Pearce 

 

31 Elsie Rose Patricia Capindale 

Weddings 

June 18 Martin Macey and Clare Watkins 

July 2 Kenneth Edward and Amy Paddock 

 

9 David Hover and Claire Daventry 

Funeral 

July 22 Christopher Smith 

Burials of ashes 

July 15 Joan Norma Woolgar 

 

29 Tania Susan Richardson 

   Elmstone Hardwicke 
Funeral 

June 22 Colin Pockett  

Burials of ashes 

June 13 Robert Walter West 

   Swindon Village 
Baptisms 

June 26 Ruby Patricia Williams 

  

Isaac Dennis Bailey 

July 17 Skyla Violet Jones 

 

31 Lilac Faith Beaver 

Weddings 

July 21 Adrian Edwards and Hollie Denston 

Funerals 

June 23 Elizabeth Heathcott  

July 21 Valerie Cooper 

Burials of ashes 

June 6 Patricia Gwendoline Stone 

July 8 Caroline Gregory 
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The Pig Roast at The Moat House on 9th July 2016 

At the Gate meals are paid for on entry. 

Just cross the moat on the Telford Bridge. 
The pig arrives, just checking. 

The team are ready to start serving up. Final adjustments to the heaters. 

The plant stall is set up with grateful thanks 

to the donors. 
No event cannot have a Raffle.  Again thanks 

for the prizes given. 
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More folks arrive. The Spa-keleles are in good voice and 

harmony and the audience soon join in. 

  

The evening was dull and overcast, this was not going to stop the hardy folk of Cheltenham 

from sitting outside enjoying their meals and having a good time. 

 

The event was a great success and we welcomed many people from the other churches in 

the team.  We estimate over 160 people attended and we raised £980 for the funds of 

St Mary Magdalene Church, that evening.  Thank you everyone for coming and supporting 

us. 

Next year we have been invited to this lovely venue for Strawberry Teas.  Maybe see you 

there.  Date to be arranged. 

David Williams 
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Now our Fr David Gardiner is back with us in Gloucester your stand-in editor asked him: 

What does a Bishop’s Chaplain do? 

The visible side of things is, of course, deceptively simple. I hold the order of service (at 

arm’s length, so my left arm is getting quite strong now!) and take the mitre and pastoral 

staff from her when she needs them gone, and have them ready for her when she needs 

them again. 

I can also often be seen carting vestments and ecclesiastical items around, which hints at 

one of the other major elements of my role: behind the scenes work. The job description 

of the Bishop’s Chaplain is sometimes deliberately vague. The part about my relationship to 

Bishop Rachel’s suffragan, the Bishop of Tewkesbury, says “and sundry duties for the Bishop 

of Tewkesbury as required.” What this generally looks like in reality is trying to arrange and 

organise things so that the work of the bishops is as seamless as possible. 

So, I will try to anticipate when +Rachel will need her mitre and staff, so that she doesn’t 

have to ask for them. I try to anticipate the needs of any service or event, so that when 

something is found to be needed, it’s already in the car or the vestry, rather than back at 

the office, No 2 College Green. 

It’s a steep learning curve, not least because I’ve had to learn what types of vestments go 

with which occasions and why (red or black rochet? Chimere? Cope or Chasuble? White, 

gold, or ornate mitre?). I’m aided in negotiating that curve by a very generous bishop, and a 

very welcoming and able team at No 2 College Green. Di and Sheena run the bishops’ 

office below, and Alison and Kay run the Archdeacons’ office upstairs, and Archdeacons 

Jackie and Robert are themselves great founts of knowledge and wisdom. 

Knowledge and wisdom are extremely useful as well, as another part of our collective job 

at No 2 is answering the questions that have typically been successively kicked up from 

pews, to officers, to ministers, to PCCs, to area deans, to us. Thankfully we also have some 

wonderful staff working in the various departments of the Diocesan offices at Church 

House, and we can kick questions across there most of the time. But sometimes it comes 

down to researching something that is either obscure or simply so contextually complex 

that the ordinary answers don’t fit.  

But I’d be lying if I said I didn’t enjoy those kinds of challenges! 

The other challenges I relish are the liturgical ones. It’s my job to liaise with those in 

churches, schools, or wherever the Bishop is attending a service, and help make that 

service great. And mostly that’s about knowing the rules well enough to be able to give 

people permission to try things they don’t expect to be able to do. There is a massive 

amount of creativity in this Diocese, and it’s wonderful to be involved in releasing it in the 

expression of worshipping God. 

Of course, it’s not all roses. One of the most difficult things I’ve had to get my head into is 

the complex yet vital area of safeguarding. I have a responsibility, shared with all members 

of the church, but focussed in its ministers and in the offices of the Bishop and the Diocese, 

for making sure we do what we can to ensure the safety and flourishing of all God’s people. 

This isn’t just an add-on thing we do ‘because we have to’, or a silly exercise in preventing 

ourselves against litigation, or about making life difficult for ourselves and for volunteers. It’s 

about ensuring that what we do is the best it can be, and that we recognise and adapt our 



Prestbury Parish Magazine  September 2016 
 

~ 23 ~ 

ministry to the needs of the people of all ages and vulnerabilities we encounter. Our 

churches have to be places of safety, where the ministry we offer enables people to 

encounter God, rather than fear. 

On that subject, I can heartily recommend the services of our safeguarding department, and 

especially our Safeguarding Officer, Becca, who is always ready to answer questions and 

give advice, no matter how complex or trivial the question may seem. (You can call them 

on 01452 835 516 or, out of hours or urgently: 07944 680 320) 

A part of my job that I really enjoy is one that seems most ordinary: I get to drive the 

Bishop around the diocese. Although Bishop Rachel has her own driver for most weekday 

events, if she requires my presence too, then I will drive. I find car journeys are often like 

taking a walk with someone. It is a chance to unload, discuss situations without other ears 

listening, or just to be. And in those times I often feel the most like I am living up to the 

chaplaincy that my role is titled for.  

I hope this has given you a flavour of what I do. If you’re still left wondering exactly how all 

this joins together, then welcome to the club! But you might find the following useful; it’s 

the opening sentence of the job description that I read when first looking into this post, and 

it’s the reason I applied, and the reason I keep going. 

“You will be a support to the Bishop and a friend to her household.” 

The Revd David Gardiner 

Bishop’s Chaplain 

Diocese of Gloucester 

 

 

Confirmation 

Confirmation is when a Christian confirms the promises made for him or her at baptism. 

We hope to run a group for anyone considering confirmation next year.  Please get in 

touch with one of the clergy or churchwardens if you are interested.  

Revd Liz 

 

 

Thanks from Fr Mike 

On behalf of Diane and myself, I would like to sincerely thank everyone who expressed 

their concerns following my recent illness. It was a great comfort to us both to feel the 

outpouring of prayers and good wishes for us both. We are starting to work our way 

round the different churches to see you all (but strictly no work you understand). My wife 

tells me this is the first time since we met that I am doing as I’m told! 

Yours in Christ 

Fr Mike  
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Volunteering at a Museum 

For many years now it has been my pleasure and privilege to work as a volunteer at the 

Cheltenham Art Gallery and Museum, now The Wilson. Most of my time has been spent in 

the Education department, though during the lengthy packing-up period, when much of the 

collection had to be prepared for storage while the museum was closed, I worked amid a 

sea of tissue paper! 

At that time I was lucky enough to delight in the sight of many beautiful things that are seldom 

on display, notably Edward Wilson’s watercolours and some remarkable theatre posters. 

People often ask what I do each Wednesday, and the list of my regular tasks is too long and 

varied to describe in a sentence. At the “sublime” end, I have done some research about 

objects in the collection or around the town, contributing to the information section of the 

museum’s website. I have helped at umpteen school visits and holiday drop-in sessions, 

meeting and greeting or acting as an informal information point! 

I am often involved with making apparatus and equipment for such events, and at the 

“ridiculous” end of my duties I spend time combing the local press for any allusions to the 

museum, sorting felt pens, sharpening pencils and generally tidying things up. 

I am lucky enough to work alongside charming, dedicated people, and I seldom know until I 

arrive whether I will be asked to mend dressing-up clothes, catalogue some items or 

explain the use of objects familiar in my childhood but quite unknown to my much younger 

colleagues! It is this variety that makes my job such fun. 

Sue Fairclough 

 

The Ashmolean Museum, Broadway 

Over recent years the Ashmolean has opened a new museum in Broadway.  Tudor House 

on the High Street, originally a coaching inn, latterly Keils Antiques, lends itself perfectly to 

the wide-ranging displays.  Where an object complements the period of the surroundings 

the effect is particularly pleasing. 

Just the pleasure of wandering through the panelled rooms, some with leaded windows and 

original fireplaces, is sufficient reason for a visit.  The fall of the light and the quiet give a 

tangible sense of past centuries. 

The seven rooms on three floors mean there is no crowding of exhibits.  A 17th century 

oak livery cupboard stands in isolation, as in Shakespeare’s time you might imagine! 

There is a cast of the Uffizi marble, William Morris tiles, Chinese porcelain commissioned 

by local families, works by Landseer and Joshua Reynolds.  The cabinet of curiosities would 

appeal to children with its Egyptian artefacts, a flint hand axe, precious rings, a small ivory 

inlaid cabinet and many more pieces to be lingered over.  A Venetian leaded amber glass 

triptych pendant, possible ceremonial, was exquisite. 

From 14th September there is a display of Japanese woodblock prints, lasting to 20th 

December.  Opening times are Tuesday to Sunday, 10.00 am to 5.00 pm, admission £5, 

children £2. 

Anya Jary  
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The Flowerbed at St Nicolas 

During the spring and early summer, several members of the congregation at St Nicolas 

have cleared the main flowerbed in front of the church and, under Linda Marsh’s expert 

guidance, have planted it up with some choice specimens, which are now in full 

flower.  This surely is a wonderful, if small, example of the glory of God’s creation, for 

which we must always be grateful and never take for granted. 

 

 

Marcus Steel 
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Cockleford Walk 

 

We had a fine day for our pleasant walk from the Green Dragon led by Marion Povey on 

16 July. We had barely set out on our route when we saw another group coming towards 

us and were amazed to find that it was the St Nicolas Brownies who were camping at 

Cowley! Marion pointed out various landmarks and several of us remembered Cowley 

manor not as the boutique hotel it has become but as a nursing home or even as a county 

council training venue!  We ended with a pub lunch and the opportunity to reflect on our 

very enjoyable morning. 

Janet Waters 

Picture from Brian Pearmain 
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Seen and Heard  

The Children’s Society works with children living in poverty and teenagers at 

risk. As you can imagine, this covers a broad range of work. Each month we are 

bringing you a story from one of the areas of our work. Last month we heard 

from Sian, one of our project workers who works with children who run away 

from home or care. This month, I’d like to talk about our very latest piece of 

work called Seen and Heard. 

One in 20 children in the UK has been sexually abused. Many of these 

young people want to disclose their abuse, but don’t feel they can.  

Seen and Heard is a one hour e-learning course, based on the 

powerful story of a young boy called Tyler. It is aimed at supporting 

workers, particularly those in healthcare settings, to help them to spot the signs of child 

sexual abuse and exploitation and to understand what children have said they need, in 

order to disclose what is happening to them. The course was developed by listening to 

over 100 young people, who told us what they needed from healthcare professionals, to 

take that first step towards disclosing their abuse.  

The Department of Health funded this project costing £550k to allow more than 75,000 

healthcare professionals to watch the video and undertake the training. As you can imagine, 

this is a massive opportunity for The Children’s Society to make a positive impact for 

children everywhere.  

Young people who have been supported by The Children’s Society following their own 

sexual abuse have helped direct this powerful and emotional training session. It hopes to 

allow those who may come into contact with children who may be victims of sexual abuse 

to feel comfortable and confident to recognise and ask a child about what might be going 

on when they see the signs of abuse. Most young people tell us they would have told a 

nurse or doctor if only they had asked.  

Although this has been put together for those working in healthcare, we are keen to 

develop this training further for other professionals such as police, social care and 

education providers. As part of this development work we are inviting you to test Seen and 

Heard and to work with us to explore how it could support other sectors in understanding 

the needs of young people who have been abused or exploited. 

As a first step, please visit the website at www.seenandheard.org.uk so you can take the 

training and register your interest. 

If you work for the NHS or you know someone who does, or are interested in 

the training for another setting, please help us spread the word of this new 

training and let people know we are also looking for Champions to support this 

training in workplaces across the country. http://www.seenandheard.org.uk/ 

Roseann Thompson 
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Cobalt 

Having lost several family members to cancer, Sheila Cook has for many years supported 

Cobalt through the regular donation of penny pots from St Mary and St Nicolas Church.  

She would like to thank all those who have put their pennies in the pots. 

Here is part of a letter Sheila has received from Cobalt: 

 

Linton House 

Thirlestaine Road 

Cheltenham 

GL53 7AS 
 

01242 535 922 

www.cobalthealth.co.uk 

09 August 2016 

Dear Sheila 

St Mary and St Nicolas Church Prestbury Penny Pots for Cobalt 

Thank you so much for your support of Cobalt through the regular donation of penny 

pots from St Mary and St Nicolas Church. I have the following recent donations 

recorded. 

11/07/16 £14.29 

11/07/16 £13.02 

24/03/16 £8.35 

11/01/16 £19.32 

Since you started collecting we have the amazing total of £817.35. 

The donations generated help support the diagnosis of local people affected by cancer, 

dementia and other life-limiting conditions.  Every day Cobalt’s skilled staff provide 

specialist scans and diagnosis that help guide treatment and offer a much better chance 

of surviving.  Our imaging research contributes to national programmes that could 

provide new diagnostic methods for many thousands of people in years to come.  We 

provide a vital diagnostic service for people when they need it most. 

Every diagnosis represents a personal journey and every day about 80 people visit a 

Cobalt scanner and begin theirs.  This is the amazing everyday work you are 

supporting, thank you.  It requires long term and significant investment and your 

support is much appreciated. 

With best wishes 

 

Julia Jenkins 

Head of Fundraising   

Cobalt Health.  Registered Charity Number 1090790.  Company Limited by guarantee. 
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Prestbury WI 

On Monday 12th September Jerry Porter will take a look at the fascinating world of the 

honey bee and the ancient practice of beekeeping.  Discover the connection between bees 

and a Stradivarius violin, why Gloucestershire is unique in the world of beekeeping, and 

what the typical career path for a honey bee looks like.  I’m sure this will be a very 

interesting evening. 

Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings. They are held on the second Monday of 

each month and start at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road. 

For further information on WI activities please contact me on 01242 517964. 

Hilary Brick 

Marle Hill WI 

Orthopaedic surgeon Mr Jeremy Field gave a very interesting, well-illustrated and 

informative talk at our July meeting on the subject ‘What Goes Wrong with Hands’.  

Accidents, arthritis, tremors, carpel tunnel syndrome and genetic disorders all make life 

difficult as we use our hands to grip, touch, feel and communicate.  Simple corrective 

surgery can often make life easier and with more complicated reconstruction in the most 

severe cases.  With the aid of pictures and diagrams, to help understand the complexities of 

our hands and how they work, we came away appreciating his skills and knowledge.  We 

had invited fellow members from the Cleeve Hill WI Group to join us and continued the 

evening with an appetising spread of eats and drinks. 

Unfortunately we lost our skittles match with Stone WI, but only after an enjoyable evening 

and a very close score.  The inclement weather meant that the Picnic in the Park was held 

inside Pittville Pump Room but this did not seem not dampen spirits.  Whilst we manned 

the Tombola Stall in aid of Denman College there was live music and dancing, giving a great 

party atmosphere.  The Racing Club annual lunch in the Panoramic Restaurant was followed 

by a conducted tour of the new grandstand.  The Royal Box and the views were very 

impressive.  Gloria’s garden was much admired when she invited us for the afternoon and 

we had a meal at the Brassiere Blanc.  A group of members met up at the Snowshill 

Lavender Farm, where we enjoyed the sight and smells of the acres of purple just before 

they started to cut and harvest the flowers, mainly for lavender oil.  The lavender scones 

and shortbread went well with the coffee! 

In August, instead of our normal meeting, a party of members met at St Mary’s, now called 

the Minster, for a conducted tour led by Roger Jones.  The stained glass, though not very 

old, is quite spectacular and interesting, despite not being very impressive from the outside.  

Afterwards we proceeded to the Star Bistro for lunch.  A few members then went on to The 

Wilson (museum) for a browse around.  Wendy had her usual supper party, ‘bring a plate of 

food and a chair’.  We enjoyed a glorious summer evening in her garden eating and drinking!  

A meal at the Hobnails and the Autumn Council Meeting at the Pump Room are on the 

programme for September.  Ken Brightwell, the speaker at our meeting on Monday 5th 

September at 7.30pm, will be telling us of the ‘Experience of a Town Cryer’.  If you would like 

to join us for the evening at St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane you will be made most welcome. 

Sara Jefferies.  
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Your local library - a real museum of curiosities! 

A typical month at Prestbury Library finds us hosting many groups 

exploring their interests and passions – sometimes even when we’ve 

all gone home for the evening. The library is home to local 

historians, councillors, philatelists, knitters and crafters. We even 

have a library Ukulele group! 

If your interest or hobby means you need some information or even 

a place to meet, let us help. With our non-fiction stock and other 

resources we can help with everything from maps to music scores, 

online encyclopaedias to free family history records. Just don’t ask 

us to play the Ukulele - we leave that to the experts! 

Jo, Karen, Laura, Tessa and Becky 

 

Our non-fiction collection – at Prestbury and around the county 

In our non-fiction collection we have books on health, cookery, travel, 

gardening as well as our popular local history collection with books 

and resources about Prestbury, Cheltenham and Gloucestershire. We 

can also show you how to reserve a book from any Gloucestershire 

library including the great resources and archives at Library HQ in 

Gloucester. We can even track down titles in any library in the U.K. 

via our Inter Library Loan System. 

 

Online Reference - a world of information awaits with your library card 

With just a few clicks of the keyboard and your library card, you can access a world of 

online encyclopaedias and databases via Gloucester Libraries’ membership. Take a look at 

the Times Digital Archive, music and film online libraries or encyclopaedias. For young 

drivers, the popular driving test site - Theory Test Pro - is available free if you’re a library 

member.  Other reference areas such as legal, business and family history sites are available 

at certain libraries only – give us a call for advice or call the excellent ‘Ask Us’ service from 

Gloucestershire Libraries and Archives on 0845 230 5421. They help with all sort sorts of 

enquiries and can email you relevant documents and information. 

Get online here to start your research:  www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries/reference 

 

Family History Help – online and in person 

Ancestry.co.uk is a popular resource for family history and free if you access 

it from a library computer. At Prestbury Library we can go a step further 

with our Family History Advice session every Tuesday afternoon at 2pm. Our 

knowledgeable volunteer, June Brady, comes along every week for an hour to 

answer your questions on how to dig deeper into your family roots.   
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St Mary’s and the Plough Inn 

A Farewell Appreciation  

Sitting beside the old fireplace with Cathy Richards (Landlady) and her partner Keith Fagan 

discussing this article was a real experience of how church and pub come together. Looking 

through the window and out onto the churchyard, Cathy pointed to the grave stone that is 

leaning to one side. That’s Richard Wiggall (1875-1903) and his wife Jane Guilding Wiggall who 

were former landlords explained Cathy who exclaimed ‘I am really going to miss seeing that!’  

Now recognised by CAMRA as a Heritage Pub, Cathy was in her element talking about the 

history of the Plough – formerly the Bakery for the Bishop of Hereford’s Palace in Prestbury 

Park. Photographs of former landlords are displayed on the walls and apparently there are 

descendants still living in the village. We moved on to some of the characters who have sat 

here. It made me think of former Archbishop Rowan Williams’ writings about the Desert 

Fathers and how a tour of the Monastery involved pointing out where the brothers had stood 

back in the 13th Century. The characters – or regulars – or ‘Brothers’ become part of the 

fabric of the place.  Perhaps it is no accident that the Plough has many pews! 

Connections between churches and pubs have been ongoing for centuries, typically located 

close together as part of the hub of village life.  There is even a Patron Saint of Landlords – 

St Theodotus of Ancyra (MM A.D. 303) who was a vintner, keeping an inn and selling wine. 

Today, in their different roles, both church and pub encourage the life of the community 

and it is this aspect of their work that has been particularly satisfying for both Cathy and 

Keith. Certainly there are many ‘regulars’ who share allegiance to both St Mary’s and the 

Plough, especially on a sunny afternoon. 

As may be expected, Cathy and Keith will take away a host of stories. Being on the church 

doorstep it is no surprise that they find themselves involved with wedding parties, wakes and 

celebrations after baptisms.  But not all their services are traditional – as well as the obvious 

refreshments they have also found themselves offering a helping hand with the wayward 

corsage or the tie that won’t cooperate and dealing with the sewn up pockets of new suits!  

The Plough has been host to a number of regular groups who range from the Boules 

players and the Prestbury Chamber of Commerce to WassAlers, the Scrumpy Wheelers, 

an Allotment Group, ghost walkers, the ‘Black Abbots’ and the St Mary’s Choir after Friday 

practice! As well as their own Cider, Beer or Sausage Festivals they have a keen following in 

the National Hunt Festival and some will be travelling from Ireland for the farewell 

weekend! When the church was closed for repair the choir were very pleased to make use 

of the back room – Keith even lent us his keyboard – as were the Thursday Book Group. 

There’s more but that’s enough to demonstrate their hospitality! 

With their departure date set for 4th September I asked Cathy and Keith if they had any regrets 

about leaving and heading for a more leisured life. They both spoke of the pub as a way of life 

and the importance of this being part of a long tradition, how they really enjoy talking to 

everyone and being a listening post to anyone wanting a friendly ear. Keith will not miss banging 

his head on the low doorway upstairs and Cathy will miss her morning walks in the churchyard. 

But being a publican is also hard work with many hours so it can be exhausting and stressful at 

really busy times. So really worthwhile, but time now to move on and we the customers can 

look forward to seeing them both on ‘our’ side of the bar after their long holiday!  
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Cathy first came to the Plough nine years ago and worked part time. This was a massive 

change from her previous career as a chartered surveyor. But she clearly enjoyed it and so 

five years ago she became the landlady. I asked if the Plough had changed her at all. With a 

quizzical look she explained that she has learned to appreciate life more and was getting 

better at finding new ideas. She had arrived as a Cat person and is leaving a Dog person – 

certainly our Dog can’t wait to get through the door! 

So a very big thank you to Cathy and Keith for playing their part in the long history 

between church and inn. They will be missed and let’s hope as many of us as possible will 

pass through the doors over their last weekend to wish them both all the best for the next 

stage of their own personal journey. 

Valerie Roach 

 

Book Review 

The Life Changing Magic of Tidying 

Marie Kondo  £10.99 paperback 

With such a catchy title does this book live up to expectations? From the opening Kondo 

asks ‘Have you ever tidied madly, only to find that all too soon your home or workspace is 

cluttered again? But this isn’t just a book about how to un-clutter, her claim is to help the 

reader ‘put your space in order in a way that will change your life forever’. She cites 

success with clients who by doing this, literally putting their house in order, have positively 

affected all other aspects of their lives. 

Kondo is passionate about her vocation for facilitating life changes through tidying and this 

comes across in her un-cluttered, straightforward and systematic approach to her work and 

to her writing. She has developed a philosophy which takes the reader through a process of 

non- judgemental self- exploration of untidiness (how can we be tidy if we have never learnt 

to do it!) towards a stage by stage methodology. Her inspiring outlook encourages the 

reader through discarding, organising and storing to the final climax on how ‘the magic of 

tidying dramatically transforms your life’. 

It would be too easy to set out and extol the many psychological insights into our 

relationships with our possessions. But the real ‘magic’ of this book comes in the 

experience of reading it and setting off on the journey.  Since reading the book I have been 

captivated by one simple yet powerful concept. Kondo’s mantra is ‘Does it spark joy?’  If 

the answer is ‘Yes’ then it deserves a place, if ‘No’ then it goes.  This is applied to every 

item which has to be handled individually. We are encouraged to begin with easy things like 

our clothes as we learn to recognise and use the experience of joy. We need experience 

before eventually tackling more sentimental items. But this can be applied to so many 

aspects of our lives, not just our possessions.  Personally I found myself having what I would 

call a Mary & Martha moment (Luke 10:38-42) – the urge to be busy, practical and just get it 

done,  versus the quieter need to be reflective and related.    

We may be familiar with the Gospel quote of ‘where your treasure is there will your heart 

be also’ (Matthew 6:21). I would suggest that if you are looking for a practical way of 

reflecting on your lifestyle and perspectives this could be the book for you.   

Valerie Roach  
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary’s, Prestbury 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Eucharist 
   09.30 Celebrate! All-age worship 
   11.00 Sung Eucharist  
 1st Sunday 18.30 Evening Prayer held in Chapel at Capel Court 
 2nd Sunday 18.30 Benediction in St Mary’s 
 Other Sundays 18.30 Evening Prayer in St Mary’s 
  Monday 09.00 Morning Prayer  (excluding Bank Holidays) 

   09.30 Eucharist  (excluding Bank Holidays) 
  Wednesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 

   19.30 Eucharist  
  Thursday 10.30 Eucharist 
  Friday 08.00 Eucharist 
  Saturday 09.30 Eucharist 

St Nicolas, Prestbury 
  Sunday 09.30 Sung Eucharist 
  Tuesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 

   10.00 Said Eucharist 
  Daily  17.00 Evening Prayer  (excluding Sundays & Bank Holidays) 

All Saints 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Mass 
   10.30 Sung Mass 
  18.30 Choral Evensong    (18.00 on 18th September) 
 Last Sunday 18.30 Choral Evensong with Benediction 
  Thursday 09.00 Morning Prayer 
   11.15 Said Mass 

St Lawrence, Swindon Village 
  1st Sunday 10.30 Together @ Ten Thirty 
   18.30 Sung Holy Communion 
  2nd Sunday 09.15 BCP Holy Communion  
   18.30 Evensong 
  3rd & 4th  09.15 Holy Communion 
   18.30 Evensong 
  5th Sunday 09.15 Holy Communion  
   18.30 Songs of Praise          Next is on 30 October  
   (alternates with St Mary Magdalene) 

St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke 

  1st,2nd,3rd & 4th 10.30 Holy Communion 
  5th Sunday 10.30 Holy Communion 
           or 18.30 Songs of Praise          Next is on 29 January 2017  
     (alternates with St Lawrence.  On the Sundays we 

      host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service)  
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Who wraps up the oceans in his cloak? 

he sea is rather on my mind at the moment.  This summer we’re 
having two short holidays, the first in Norfolk, the second in Sussex, 
and both as it happens by the sea,.  I love the sea – I grew up by the 

English Channel and a number of my not too distant ancestors gained 
their living, and sometimes lost their lives, at sea.   And I’ve just read Paul 
Heiney’s extraordinary book “One Wild Song” about his journey to Cape Horn 

under sail as he tries to come to terms with the suicide of his son.  So I thought 
this month I’d dip into what the Bible has to say about the sea. 

“They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; these see 

the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep.”  (Psalm 107:23-24, KJV)  “Down 
to the sea in ships” is a line that has gained some popular currency, without 

necessarily being recognised as a quotation from the Bible.  It’s the title of a film 
starring Richard Widmark, and a version of the phrase is echoed in the opening line 

of John Masefield’s poem “Sea Fever”.    

The part of Psalm 107 dealing with the sea is one of four short stories, maybe 

allegorical rather than a literal description of real events, which have a common 
structure:  a distressing situation; a prayer to the Lord; deliverance; thanksgiving.   

The moral of the story is clear:  have faith in the Lord and you will be delivered.  (By 
the way, the recent TV series about the extraordinary work of the volunteers of the 

RNLI reminds us that God’s saving work is often performed through human agency - 
“Christ has no body now on earth but yours”, as St Teresa put it.) 

The vivid scene in Psalm 107 is mirrored in the New Testament.  But whereas the 

storm-tossed sailors in Psalm 107 demonstrated abundant faith, the fury of the sea in 
Matthew’s gospel provides Jesus with a teaching moment, from which the fearful and 

faithless disciples learn that He is indeed a force to be reckoned with, and worthy of 
faith:  “But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, that even the 

winds and the sea obey him!” (Matthew 8:27) 

But in the Bible the sea is not just a source of peril.  Even the terrified sailors in Psalm 

107 recognised God’s astonishing creation:  “These see the works of the Lord, and 
his wonders in the deep.” (v. 24)  The beauty and complexity of the oceans and of the 

creatures which live in them make it hard to deny the work of a Creator’s hand.   
The poetry of Proverbs 30 says it well:  “Who holds the wind in his fists?  Who 

wraps up the oceans in his cloak?  Who has created the whole wide world?” 
(Proverbs 30: 4, NLT)    And the very next verse states:  “He is a shield to all who 

come to him for protection.”   Which brings us back more or less to where we 
started, with the faithful sailors of Psalm 107 experiencing God’s deliverance.  May it 

be the same with us, on land or sea. 

Jerry Porter 
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The deadline for copy is the Sunday 2 weeks before this. 

Please see Editorial Page (page 2). 
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c/o 2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN 
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