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Hungry for Love 

ITH THIS MONTH’S theme of ‘If I ruled the world’ in mind, I thought I 
would try to eliminate malnutrition and hunger. I am grateful to have 

been given a story about this. 

An American journalist tells of a trip to East Africa during which he learnt a valuable 

lesson. He was in Mogadishu, Somalia, covering a terrible famine. The situation was 
so bad that as he walked toward the village he was due to visit, he saw many people 
already lying exhausted on the ground.  As the journalist made his way along the 

road, he came across a little boy. The boy was severely malnourished; his stomach 
was protruding and his skin wrinkled like a very old man.  

The photographer travelling with him had a grapefruit, which he gave to the starving 
boy. But the boy was so weak that he couldn’t hold the whole grapefruit. So they cut 

the grapefruit in half and gave it to him. He took the grapefruit, looked up at the two 
men as if to say “thank you” and began to walk slowly towards his village. The boy 

didn’t realise that the photographer and reporter were following him from a distance.  

The boy entered the village and stopped at the side of a younger child, a girl who lay 

at the roadside over the kerb. She was the little boy’s younger sister. The older boy 
knelt down next to his younger sister, bit off a piece of the grapefruit and chewed it. 

Then he opened his sister’s mouth, put the grapefruit in and worked his sister’s jaw 
up and down. The reporter and photographer later learned that the older brother 

had been feeding his sister in this way for two weeks.  

Let’s go back there in our heads. Imagine you’re with that reporter and 

photographer, following that little boy a few yards behind. You’re walking quietly on 
the edge of your feet on the dusty, red sandy road to make sure he can’t hear the 

soft crunch of your sandals. As the boy bends down to his sister, you get closer. You 
can see his sister’s tired eyes. You walk up behind him as the boy is engrossed with 

his sister, biting off one or two strips of the salty-sweet grapefruit, and then you 
watch him slowly place those strips through her dry, cracked lips, his fingers gently 

move his sister’s jaws up and down to help her chew…. You start to feel your hands 
copying his and the taste of grapefruit. You walk back, slowly, knowing that you have 
just witnessed Christ at work, moving that boy’s fingers. 

That day, the journalist learned what true love looks like. That was his conversion 
moment. The younger girl, saved by her brother’s unrelenting kindness and care, will 

never forget what it means to love and be loved. Her older brother’s self-sacrifice 
will be etched on her heart forever. That was her conversion moment. 

Love causes us to do things for others that we would never have done before. Love 
enables us to give when it seems we have nothing left to offer. Love is like a piece of 

grapefruit, chewed in advance so you then can manage it. Step out with Christ’s love 
in your heart today and see what He enables you to give away.  

Fr Nick  

W 
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IF I RULED THE WORLD 

“Every day would be the first day of Spring…” – perhaps. But let’s set on one side the 

happily optimistic lyrics by Leslie Bricusse and Cyril Ornadel for the musical ‘Pickwick’ sung 

so memorably by the Welsh tenor and comedian Harry Secombe.  (If you love the Goon 

show, pause to reflect, Neddy and “Shut up Eccles!”). 

As a signed-up follower of the Western liberal tradition, I would focus immediately on the 

great inequalities: distribution of wealth, education, freedom from war, persecution, disease. 

Let’s start with wealth. What could be simpler than ordering the wealthy to hand it over. 

Of course, there would be no resistance, but if there were, how would I enforce it? Would 

the judiciary oblige, the prisons expand, the police and the army cheerfully carry out their 

orders? What if there were not just civil disobedience, but armed resistance?  

To mix my metaphors, are we on the horns of many dilemmas, at the top of slippery 

slopes?  

History, ancient and modern, is replete with examples of (mainly) men who would rule the 

world (or at least some portion of it). If they began with sincere beliefs and Pickwickian 

good intentions, Mussolini, Stalin, Hitler and Franco soon filled the prisons and the 

graveyards. In the past 100 years, without bothering to go too deeply into history, we can 

find dictators, if not in every country, then on virtually every continent, excepting only the 

(geographic) poles. (And I think I’m also safe in excepting Australia and, naturally, New 

Zealand.) Power tends to corrupt. Absolute power corrupts absolutely, as the First Baron 

Acton had it. 

I really think that inviting any one individual, even from the liberal (small ‘l’) tradition, (and 

even if supported by a coterie of equally liberal colleagues) is tempting fate. I’m not saying 

benevolent dictatorships are impossible. There are a few credible historical examples, in the 

tolerance in early Islam of other faiths for instance.  

What I assert is that democracy creates a better society. In this country, think that political 

enfranchisement, abolition of the death penalty, the decriminalisation of aspects of private 

life, have all come about through peaceful democratic change. On a global scale, think of the 

work of the UN, the NGOs, (plus some very wealthy individuals like the Gates). Think of 

lifting people out of poverty, raising life expectancy, lowering infant mortality, combating 

great killer diseases such as malaria, HIV and tuberculosis. Maybe we are also starting to 

take the reality of climate change seriously at last. It is only democracy that truly attempts 

to respect the rights of individuals. 

If I ruled the world, yes it would be nice if every day were Spring and we all woke up 

together to sing a new song. I know that democracy is not perfect. Nor are we likely to 

easily eliminate all our social failings, poverty, homelessness, of the criminal justice system 

and more. But at least problems are largely out in the open and, in our society, the voices 

of those in need are more likely to be heard and, we hope, answered. 

So this is what I’d do. It really is simple. Resign. Let democracy flourish. 

Andrew White 
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Introducing Myself 

Until about three years ago my visits to Cheltenham had only one purpose – camping at the 

racecourse for the Greenbelt Christian arts festival. For 10 years or so from 2000 I was 

here every year, come rain (mostly) or shine (occasionally), rushing from marquee to 

grandstand to Centaur to catch an astonishing variety of talks, worship and music, and 

sometimes leading events with a group of friends from Christ Church Gipsy Hill, where I 

was curate from 2007-2009. So Prestbury for me was the nightmare double roundabout at 

Tatchley Lane. Bishops Cleeve was the place I got to if exhaustion led me to turn the wrong 

way out of the car park as we left to go home, and Cleeve Common was the dreamlike 

landscape that presided over the whole festival…. 

Things are very different for me now, as I’ve retired from being Rector of Haslemere and 

Grayswood, in Surrey, to live in Bishops Cleeve where I have close friends from university.  

I’m delighted to be part of Prestbury parish and the North Cheltenham Team and to have 

the opportunity to work with Frs Nick, Robert and George, and I thought it might be good 

if I introduced myself a bit more fully than can happen in the context of a service. 

I grew up in Chichester, went on from boarding school to read English at university and 

from there into the Civil Service where I had a varied career over nearly 30 years, 

beginning in education but moving on to the Home Office, where I was involved in prisons, 

mentally disordered offenders, probation, human resources, terrorism (the letters GCHQ 

would never have appeared on a bus or road sign then!) and finally in immigration, where I 

ran the Immigration and Asylum Appeals Directorate. After a short spell in the Magistrates 

Court Service I was lucky to get early retirement, leaving the way clear for self-supporting 

ordained ministry to become stipendiary, so that I could eventually become an incumbent – 

although as an ordinand and curate in the Diocese of Southwark I never envisaged leaving 

London, let alone for commuter belt Surrey….  

Family-wise, I have two grown up sons, and an ex-husband with whom I’m on good terms. 

Alan, the elder son, is married to Hannah and they have a 2 year old daughter, Martha. 

Don’t ask me about her or I might start showing you photos and you will never get 

away….. They live in London and all three commute into Whitehall every day – Alan and 

Martha to the Ministry of Defence where M is in the nursery, and Hannah to the Cabinet 

Office. Both Alan and Hannah have PhDs in philosophy, so you can draw your own 

conclusions about whether the country is in safe hands. My younger son, David, in contrast, 

is a freelance jazz musician, a bass player and composer, and having left London to study at 

the Conservatoire in Glasgow has never come home. In fact, he was Young Scottish Jazz 

Musician of the Year in 2017, so I think we can safely say he has properly adopted Scotland. 

His band’s new album – Mezcla: Shoot the Moon – is out in a week or so, and he is also a 

member of the Fergus Macreadie Trio who are making a name for themselves nationally 

and internationally. 

I was Rector of Haslemere for nearly eight years, deciding eventually that it was time for 

someone else to take on the next stage of the changes that I’d led and facilitated. It was 

hard to leave, but by that time my friends were settled here and I’d visited them enough to 

know that I could find a home here too. Which I have – my two cats and I are feeling 

increasingly that this is our place (to be honest, with food and a garden anywhere would be 

home to Joshua and Jacob). And I’m feeling increasingly a part of the North Cheltenham 
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Team, for which I’m really grateful to the many people who have welcomed and 

encouraged me, and of course to Fr Nick, Fr Robert and Fr George. 

It will be interesting to see what shape my ministry here will take, but for the time being 

I’ve committed to being involved in services on two Sundays a month, and to leading the 

Celtic worship that started last summer. The pilgrimage to Iona in 2021 will be relaunched 

very soon – I just need details of costs to finalise the leaflet. As you may have gathered, 

pilgrimage is a particular passion for me and I’ve led journeys to Turkey, the Holy Land and 

of course Ethiopia. I’m leading a group to the Holy Land in March, culminating in the Palm 

Sunday procession from the Mount of Olives into Jerusalem, which should be an amazing 

experience. Poetry is among my other passions, and I love creating liturgy, using the riches 

of different traditions to help us understand and experience the different feast days and 

seasons of the liturgical year more deeply. I’m looking forward to seeing how my 

experience, gifts and weaknesses can be used here in North Cheltenham – all suggestions 

gratefully received! 

And thank you again for your welcome. 

Revd Mary Bowden 

 

 

 

 

Installation of Fr David Gardiner in the Parish of Lydney 

We had a very pleasant afternoon down in the Forest of Dean.  It was not possible to 

travel together so we took cars and set off from St Nics car park at 1.15 pm on Sunday 24 

November.  The journey was very pretty although there was quite a lot of water in the 

surrounding fields. We arrived at St Mary’s, Lydney, in good time. 

Bishop Rachel told us what a great pleasure it was to conduct the ceremony, particularly as 

David had been her Chaplain.   Sarah watched on very proudly and afterwards we were 

able to catch up with Michael and Gill Cozens.    The welcome and the food were first 

class!!!!   Thanks to the drivers for taking us ..and good luck to David and Sarah in their new 

venture. 

 Marilyn Powell 
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Carols at St Peter’s church 

The first service to be held since 2008 in St Peter’s church was a carols and readings 

service held on Saturday 21 December 2019.   Fr George officiated and Fr Mike French 

recalled many memories of his time worshipping in this church.  The choir was led by Jerry 

Spence from the piano.  We were grateful to The Rock for the generous welcome.  

 

 

Pictures by Gill Wood 

Above: the choir with Jerry Spence 

at the right. 

 

Right: The clergy from the North 

Cheltenham Team Ministry 

(clockwise from lower left) 

Fr Mike French, Fr Robert Wright, 

Fr Nick Bromfield, Fr George Davis, 

Revd Mary Bowden 
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MY NAME IS OZYMANDIAS 

IF I RULED THE WORLD by KING DUNCAN III 

Megalomaniacs unite! The idea of world domination seems to have occurred in various 

forms in history. Alexander the Great briefly conquered 

much of the known world to the east of Macedonia but he 

died campaigning in India aged 32. With his grande armée, 

Napoleon overpowered much of Europe but was defeated by 

the Russian winter. Similarly, the troops of Adolf Hitler 

dominated much of Europe but he too over-extended 

himself by attacking the Russians.  

There is a fine scene in Charlie Chaplin’s film, The Great 

Dictator (1940), in which the Hitler figure, Adenoid Hinkle, 

acted by Chaplin with toothbrush moustache, plays with a 

balloon-like globe which finally bursts in his hands. In exile 

from Germany, Hitler’s satirical enemy, Bertholt Brecht, 

mocked him as the Housepainter and in one of Brecht’s 

striking poems, ‘German Miserere’ (1943) he understands the 

sheer impossibility and overreaching of what the common 

German soldiery were then being asked to do.  

One fine day our superiors are still commanding us 

To conquer the bed of the ocean and the mountains of the moon. 

And it is already hard with this Russia 

And the enemy strong and the winter cold and the way home unknown. 

God preserve us and lead us home again. 

 

The carving up of the world 

between William Pitt the 

Younger and Napoleon is 

also a graphic image in one of 

Gillray’s savage cartoons. 

  

 

I have recently read an 

excellent book by Tim 

Marshall called Prisoners of 

Geography (2015) which 

makes much geopolitical 

sense of recent politics and 

historic conflicts, as nations 

try to ensure their own 
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safety in the various land-masses around the globe. In The Best of Times, the Worst of Times: 

A History of Now (2017), Michael Burleigh analyses the current global superpowers and 

writes incisively and sometimes scathingly about Presidents Trump, Putin and Xi. 

However, the expression ‘If I ruled the world’ has less to do with global power or 

hegemony and more to do with social hopes and utopian dreams: aims and ambitions. Well, 

first of all, if I ruled the world, I should like to see the human population in healthy decline. 

The current talk of climate change and extinction often focuses on the phrase ‘our planet’ 

as if it were really ours rather than under human stewardship (i.e. mismanagement and 

exploitation) for the time being. Many of the underlying causes of current concerns seem to 

be attributable to a massive growth of the human population. Ask the other species. Ten 

billion people are predicted by 2050. Malthus may have been proved wrong since 1798 but 

reality cannot bear too much humankind. It is an irony that human population has grown so 

very fast in an era when reliable means of contraception have been discovered at last.  

Next, I would like the nation’s (if not the world’s) prisons and the prison service to be 

improved. As one lawyer said, ‘Prison is a very poor system but it’s the best we’ve got.’ I 

can see the justice of it; if you abuse your liberty and especially if others suffer as a result, 

then you deserve to lose your precious liberty for an appropriate length of time but what 

should happen then? It is said to cost over £37,000 per year, on average, to keep a prisoner 

in custody in England and Wales, which is almost equivalent to the current boarding fees at 

Eton. In addition, the criminal justice system needs to be properly funded and improved. 

See The Secret Barrister (2018) for a well-informed argument. 

As world leader, I would write an etiquette book or rather A Little Book of Rants which 

would eliminate the following: boorishness and discourtesy, bad driving (my own included) 

and especially by those in road-hogging Range Rovers or equivalent, and people (mainly 

men) noisily snorting or heedlessly sniffing. For a start, I would also improve the diction of 

the young by asking them to emulate that of Paul Clifton, the BBC transport correspondent 

on South Today. As the Honorary Commander-in-Chief of the Language Police, I would also 

restrict use of the word ‘like’ as a filler and ‘So’ as a non-sequitur sentence starter.  

At a stroke, I would find myself able to improve all public transport. With my imperious 

magic traffic wand, I would eliminate potholes by allowing Dutch engineers to explain to 

Highways England (Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland) how in the Netherlands all road 

surfaces are admirably smooth. 

I would close all zoos and, wherever possible, return their captive animals to the wild. 

Money no object. The same would apply to circuses and ocean-dwelling mammals (such as 

dolphins and orcas) in aquaria. If captive creatures are extinct in the wild, then breeding 

programmes would be conducted to reintroduce them (venomous snakes, perhaps, 

excepted).  

Assuming that I had not managed to end the legalised extortion of needless taxes in all my 

kingdoms, I would tax all bogus bonuses at 120% or more.    

With a sweep of my hand, I would ban and banish almost all referenda. In the US, I would 

place a maximum financial limit of $100 US on all spending by candidates for election. No 

more bankrupt-minded billionaire ignoramuses ever, please, in my territories in the 

Americas. And so on and so forth.  



Prestbury Parish Magazine  February 2020 
 

~ 9 ~ 

On the publication of my verbose million-word manifesto of which this is a mere foretaste 

or preface, I would soon be named the man who put men into menace. I would be called an 

arrogant, self-righteous and self-regarding airy-fairy, arty-farty, fuddy-duddy, wishy-washy, 

self-indulgent liberal by my people and rapidly be deposed as utterly ineffectual and 

condescending.  In literature, any mild-mannered philosopher or king called Duncan tends 

to be swiftly murdered (see both Shakespeare and Stoppard). Strangely enough, I have a gift 

from some of my former pupils (girls) which is a pen engraved with these presumptuous 

words, ‘I shall play the Prince.’ 

Duncan Forbes REX, IMPERATOR MUNDI 

 

‘My name is Ozymandias, King of Kings: 

Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair.’ 

 

 

 

 

A big thank you 

I would like to offer a very big “thank you” to all the people who were involved in 

decorating St Mary’s church over the Christmas period. Whether it was a window sill, font 

and bookcase arrangement, pedestals, church porch, pillar and screen arrangements, under 

the altar nativity and the Christmas tree, they were all beautiful. 

It was worth all the hard work and planning and we were blessed with well over 1,000 

visitors who came to worship in our beautiful church. 

Sheila Beer (on behalf of St Mary’s Flower Arrangers) 

 

 

 

Church Poster 

Whilst visiting Nantgwyllt church in the Elan Valley a poster was spotted with these words: 

 

“When you enter this church it may be possible that you hear ‘The Call of God’. 

However it is unlikely that He will call you on your mobile. 

Thank you for turning off your phones. 

If you want to talk to God, enter, choose a quiet place and talk to Him. 

If you want to see Him, then text while driving.” 

Submitted by Mark Jackson 
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If I ruled the world…? 

The key word here is ‘If’ because, strange as it may seem, it is highly unlikely that I will ever 

get the opportunity to rule over the world.  It is hard enough to have influence over what 

happens at home, so it would be quite a leap to go from there to world ruler.  Starting 

from a low base, however, has never stopped people from trying to take over the world.  

We have plenty of recent examples: Hitler, Stalin, and Mao Zedong, all started out as 

unknowns, and although they never achieved complete world domination they did end up 

imposing their will on millions of people.  Further back in time we can look to the antics of 

Napoleon, Ghengis Khan, various Roman emperors (e.g. Tiberius, Constantine, Justinian), 

and, of course, Alexander the Great (356 – 323 BC).  Tutored by Aristotle he went on to 

create one of the largest empires of the ancient world, and all before he was thirty years 

old.   

 

Alexander the Great – Top Ruler (briefly) of the ancient world 

Source: https://www.history.com/news/alexander-the-great-defeat-persian-empire 

 

‘If only I ruled the world…’ is a hypothetical proposition, which provides ample fuel for 

daydreaming when faced with inefficient bureaucracy, sitting in the early morning traffic, or 

in front of a blank computer screen pretending to work.  You can let your mind wander 

about how you would change things, how you would do good, deal with the injustices of 

the world, solve environmental problems, improve education, lift people out of poverty and 

create a more equitable world.  But in these dreamscapes one seldom dwells on the 

practicalities of undertaking such tasks, or of dealing with opposition, with those who 

prefer the status quo to any change, to vested interests who profit from the current 

situation, and those that would fight against stronger environmental regulations or thwart 

any redistribution of wealth.   

Concerns are always expressed about how far you can go with redistribution of wealth 

without making society weaker and less able to invest in improvement and development.  

Economic theory tells us that development requires investment, and investment only comes 

when there is an accumulation of resources (i.e. wealth).  Without surplus resources 

(wealth) there is nothing available to invest in making things better, which implies the need 

for some mechanism to enable generation of surplus wealth, either at individual, 

organisational, or state level.  But someone must still decide how to utilise that wealth.  

Controlling the accumulation and distribution of wealth is a fundamental task of rulers.   
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Illegal settlements encroaching on the 

Lomas, a fragile ecosystem covering the hills 

on the eastern side of Lima.  Inequality, 

removal of land and water rights, 

corruption, and foreign mining interests 

drive environmental destruction across Peru 

and Latin America. 

 

Economic theory is also utilised to justify large scale public spending programmes on the 

basis of ‘efficient use of society’s scarce resources’ (for example, on defence, new 

motorways, high-speed rail, hospitals and schools).  Unfortunately ‘efficient use’ of 

resources tends to be measured at the national level and in a very narrow way - full of 

uncertainties and omissions.  Neither does such an approach tell us anything about the 

trade-offs that need to be made, about who or how many might be made worse off in 

order for ‘society overall to be better off’.  At the same time constraints on uncontrolled 

economic growth.  Environmental science and ecology point towards a limited carrying 

capacity on a planet with finite resources, in particular the ability to absorb waste products 

(think greenhouse gas emissions for one).  

 

Money – more zeros, less value.  More is not always better…! 

We face a conundrum.  We want economic prosperity and a clean environment, but our 

way of living is producing ecological catastrophe at every level.  We want a fair and just 

society that affords opportunities for all, but we have an political-economic system that 

delivers huge inequalities and a wide range of negative social impacts.  We act at the 
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national level, but we need solutions at a global scale.  Developing new economic concepts 

powerful enough to challenge the current paradigm will not be an easy task.  A new 

economic system must enable economic development to take place, but only within the 

ecological and resource constraints of the planet.  It’s going to take more than recycling and 

tree planting to solve the crisis towards which we are heading.  More growth and more 

money are not going to solve anything. 

As TWR (Top World Ruler), seeking solutions to this series of conundrums would be high 

on my agenda.  As ‘top ruler’ one would also suppose that any opposition could be 

relatively easily dealt with.  But rulers seldom achieve complete domination.  Overcoming 

those with different values and belief systems, who might disagree with your own personal 

view of what is right and good for society is likely to remain difficult.  In addition, however 

good the initial intention, it is highly unlikely that a single person would have the wisdom, 

the understanding, or the capacity to impose a specific set of actions across such a wide 

range of cultures, beliefs, and ways of living.  Even though I may hold Christian values highly 

and believe they would create a better world if applied more widely, it is not necessarily 

right, or even helpful, to impose such thinking on all cultures and belief systems.  This in 

turn might lead to doubt regarding whether or not my personal values and beliefs are 

actually the right ones (there have been suggestions, for example, that Biblical 

interpretations of Man being given dominion over the earth are the root cause of our 

current ecological crisisi).  Doubt, while essential to good governance, along with 

engagement and discussion, is not conducive to world domination.  So, I would probably 

not last long as TWR. 

There is, however, more than one way to ‘rule the world’.  Ruling the world in the 

traditional sense means overpowering enemies, invading and conquering other countries 

and enslaving its people. Ultimately, it’s about controlling what people do, and how they 

live.  But people are also ‘ruled’ by ideas or cultural change which can influence their 

behaviour, and what we need to do now is change the way people think and act by 

developing a whole new set of relationships between humans, their ‘economy’, and their 

environment.  We need a new set of ideas that ‘rule’ in the sense of altering our thinking 

about society-economy-technology-ecology relationships, at all levels from the local to the 

global.  We need an entirely new concept of how to live sustainably within the planet’s 

ecological limits while accommodating an exponentially growing population.  One that will 

alter the way we look at the world and society, and one that is flexible enough to be 

adapted to different cultural, religious, and political systems.   

In order to bring about global change, it will not be sufficient to ‘rule’ by trying to control 

the flow of resources or other countries actions through international conventions.  It will 

not be sufficient to wait for political leadership, because politicians are followers, not 

leaders, and our current political leaders are in hock to the status quo.  It can only be done 

through engagement by each one of us with our neighbours and local communities.  It can 

only be done through germinating a new way of thinking - about the relationship between 

the way each of us live our lives (our economy), the way we engage with others (wider 

society), and the impact we have on our surroundings (our environment).  Ambitious you 

might say; even arrogant, to consider that we might influence how others think and behave, 

but where such widespread changes are required, everyone can play a part.  It’s happened 

before, we have the example of our own religious beliefs, and we have to start somewhere.  
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Our own communities are probably the best place to experiment with what works, and 

there are many examples of local community action, here in the UK and in many other 

countries.   

 

 

Alternative currencies – one way to support 

local development.   

Bristol Pounds keep the money flowing 

around the local community 

 

 

 

 

Testing an innovative low-

cost small-scale water 

treatment plant in an 

‘unrecognised’ Bedouin 

village, Negev Desert, 

Israel.  The system is solar 

powered, incorporates 

mobile phone technology, 

and is cheap to maintain. 

 

We are not going to change the world economic order in one great stride, but at the same 

time we cannot afford to wait for governments to take the lead, because they will not.  The 

current trend in the western world is to elect governments who promise no change.  It is 

going to take billions of small, uncertain steps over the coming decades.  This is not only 

the challenge of our lives, but also that of our children and our grandchildren; to bring 

about economic and social change, not in order to rule the world, but to save it from 

ourselves.   

Remember, upon the conduct of each depends the fate of all. 

Alexander the Great 

John Powell 
i Lynn White, The Historical Roots of Our Ecologic Crisis.  Science, 10 March 1967.  White’s views have led to much discussion 
over the role of Christianity and other religious beliefs in causing and finding solutions to our ecological problems.     
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Bible Reading Fellowship Daily Notes  May 2020 - April 2021 

Have you always intended to spend more time getting to know your Bible? If so, perhaps 

you would like to try the BRF daily Bible reading notes which can introduce us to some 

unfamiliar passages as well as provoke thought about the more well-known readings. Notes 

are written by a variety of different authors. The new members of our congregations who 

started a subscription last year have found the notes very useful. 

The time for renewal of subscriptions is approaching. There has been a small price increase, 

but we pay no postage charge when ordering all our books as a group. Currently our order 

is for 32 readers, and I would be very pleased to hear from any member of our Team 

congregations who would like to join the scheme and place an order with the group. If 

there are any changes or cancellations by existing readers please let me know as soon as 

possible as our order should be submitted before 15th February 2020. 

The available titles are as follows:  

New Daylight £4.70  per copy 

New Daylight Large Print  £5.95 

Guidelines £4.70 

Day by Day with God  £4.70 

Get Messy  £4.70 

Upper Room  £4.70 

Bible reflections for Older People £5.15 

BRF Prayer Diary   FREE 

 

I have samples of most of these if you would like to borrow and look at them. 

All books are issued 3 times a year and the subscription is paid for the whole year in 

advance, for the period May 2020 – April 2021. However, the order can be cancelled 

during the year and a refund obtained if necessary. 

Please let me know if you wish to change your order, or start a new one. For further 

information please contact Wendy Price 01242 523534    wendy.price@prestbury.net            

Thank you   Wendy Price 
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Is Bible Study Boring? 

Not on Wednesdays!  Last term we set ourselves the challenge of reading the whole of 

Revelation, not just the familiar chapters at beginning and end, but all the weird scenes in 

between as well.  Among other things we met beasts with multiple heads, different 

coloured horses, a woman and a dragon, locusts with lions’ teeth and so many angels – 

seven with trumpets, seven with bowls and seven with plagues, to mention just a few.  So 

what did we make of it all?   

One of the joys of our bible study group is that we freely admit when we don’t understand 

something.  We take turns to lead the meeting, and often consult commentaries, which give 

interesting background information, but even they 

differ.  There is no right answer.  We look at the 

passage in the context of when it was written and 

who its first readers were, but we also try to see a 

message for us today.  With Revelation this was not 

particularly easy.  Most of the book seems to be a 

series of tableaux depicting how the world will finally 

be reconciled with God.  Each scene is a different 

take on what has to happen – evil seems to prevail, 

but ultimately good will triumph, as in many films.   

At the beginning of term we also set the challenge of 

drawing or painting some of the scenes.  Here is 

Chris Rimell’s interpretation of the moment in 

chapter one when John is so overawed that he falls 

at the feet of Jesus. 

So No! Bible study is anything but boring! 

Frances Murton 
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The Development of the Churchyard, Part One 

There is a subtle difference between a cemetery and a churchyard. The cemetery is older, 

and the word comes from the Greek for a sleeping place. It was applied to the Roman 

catacombs, and other places of interment, invariably outside the main areas of settlement. 

Following the Reformation cemeteries became necessary as other branches of Christianity, 

apart from Roman Catholicism, were practised, and by Victorian times churchyards were 

becoming full. The churchyard has an atmosphere of antiquity which a cemetery lacks, and 

reflects the history of the parish. The colour and texture of its monuments blend with 

those of established buildings, and, with churchyard entrances, (gates and stiles) and 

boundaries (stone walls and hedges) add to the character of the setting. 

Britannia becomes Christianised 

It must be obvious that once the early settlers became settled, and took up farming, they 

chose certain local sites as places of special importance. These locations were meeting 

places, designed to be filled with people. Their builders knew enough basic geometry to 

make them circular, the shape which maximises the relationship between area and 

circumference, something still found in the main dwellings of many societies. Later-

colonisers, such as the Beaker people, and Celts, would have taken over many of these 

locations as their own special place. In AD 43 the conquering Roman legions came, and 

then in 330 Constantine proclaimed Christianity as the religion of the Roman Empire, 

including Britannia. Although the Roman army departed many converts remained, and then 

Angles, Saxons and Jutes came and settled. Those living in the north were converted by 

Christian missionaries from Iona, around 563, and those living in the south were converted 

by Augustine, sent from Rome in 597. In 601 Pope Gregory advised that pagan shrines 

should be purified with holy water so that in time they would become temples of the true 

God. Thus much of Britannia was Christianised for the second time. In 793 the dreaded 

attacks by the Norsemen began, to be followed by one of their settlement and conversion 

to Christianity; for the third time much of the island was again Christian. Its popularity must 

have spread as church buildings and monastic settlements began to appear; many churches 

claim their physical and spiritual foundation from this time.  

  

Creating the Churchyard 

Following the adoption of Christianity the inhabitants continued to take their dead to 

Roman cemeteries, located outside of towns, even though most were buried rather than 

cremated. Recent archaeological excavations have discovered that in early monasteries the 

monks were buried together, and on site; so often the monastic system provided a model 

for others to follow. In 752 Cuthbert, archbishop of Canterbury (not to be confused with 

the Cuthbert buried in Durham Cathedral) was given permission to create a burial region 

around churches in which the local dead could be buried, without monuments then, thus 

overturning the practice of Roman burial. Its four cardinal points were marked with 

boundary crosses and a vague representation of the margin of church-land was recognised. 

According to English Heritage it is possible that such a boundary marker may lie in the 

churchyard at Prestbury.  
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During the ninth century the consecration of (parts) of 

churchyards became customary and invariably a churchyard cross 

was erected. Today countless can be found gracing our 

churchyards. The cross served a variety of purposes; it marked 

the sanctified area of the churchyard and became its focus. Here, 

if there was no regular minister, itinerant priests would conduct a 

service or say prayers for those being buried, or already interred. 

People would gather there to hear proclamations, news or 

recruitment drives for the Crusades, as practised by Gerald of 

Wales in 1188, at Partrishow, Powys. Some early crosses were 

wooden, later ones were carved with delicate and beautiful 

images, or designs, much eroded now, examples include that at 

Ampney Crucis, a survivor of the Reformation because it was 

buried, or that, shown here, at Gosforth, Cumbria, standing 

almost fifteen feet and full of Norse and Christian imagery. 

Following the Reformation they were ordered to be reduced in 

height although some, in less accessible areas, survived to amaze 

us with the skills involved in their creations. 

After the death of King John, 1216, England gained its own 

identity with its many different inhabitants, Celt, Angle, Saxon, 

Dane, Norman, uniting in a new wave of religious commitment, 

one in which the churchyard became the official place for burial; 

respected and honoured. In 1229 William de Bluys, the Bishop of 

Worcester, ordered all churchyards in his diocese to be enclosed 

by a wall, hedge or ditch. This delineated the boundary of 

consecrated ground and kept out unwanted animals, especially 

pigs, which roamed about at will and left an area of ploughed land 

in their wake. Other bishops, such as those of Exeter and Lincoln, 

reiterated his decree and over the many ensuing centuries the 

churchyard became enclosed. As a result entrances had to be 

made. Most churches have gates, or a lych-gate, steps (up or 

down) and a few have a style, often part of a public footpath that 

proudly wends its way through the calm and quiet churchyard. A 

very small number of gates have external hinges (to keep out evil) 

shaped as a crocodile, snake or other reptilian creature deemed a 

servant of the devil; Tredington provides an example.  

Once the churchyard had been created, and enclosed, respect for it, and for those interred 

there, grew, and it was still the centre and focus of the surrounding village. The churchyard 

became more peaceful, a haven and sanctuary for both man and beast, as each sought to 

follow God’s laws and man’s imprecise and hazy decrees. Many churchyards offer an island 

of tranquillity and harmony, with panoramic vistas stretching out and over bounteous rural 

landscapes frequently punctuated by red soils or green pastures, depending on the season, 

or reach up to idyllic views of hills and mountains, or down to serene rivers and 

tempestuous seas. 

Edward Wyatt  
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Prestbury Memorial Trust’s Christmas Party 

The advent of December saw the start of Christmas festivities with the Memorial Trust tea 

party for over 60 of the parish’s senior citizens. With a small army of volunteer drivers our 

guests were collected and delivered to the Women’s Institute Hall. Here they were greeted 

with a festive glass of sherry - or beer if the gentlemen preferred!  

 

 

 

The school choir from Prestbury St Mary 

arrived and set the mood with a medley of 

carols and Christmas songs and plenty of 

audience participation. Further 

entertainment came from the Alderton 

group of bell ringers with neither a ding nor 

a dong in the wrong place! There is 

something very special about the sound of 

bells at Christmas!  

The W.I. had prepared a wonderful afternoon tea 

of sandwiches and cake, so it was just a matter of 

pulling crackers and sporting Christmas hats. No 

Christmas party would be complete without a visit 

from Father Christmas who gave out presents. 

As in previous years the Trustees would like to 

thank Prestbury United Charities for their very 

generous support of this event.  

If you would like to contact the Trust to find out 

what other events we run, both weekly and 

seasonal, please speak to Jenny, our warden, on 

01242 579097. 

Jane Banwell 

 

Pictures from Jane Banwell and Nigel Woodcock 
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Prestbury Memorial Trust 100 Club 

In 2019 the Prestbury Memorial Trust 

launched a 100 Club to help raise funds for 

the trust. 

The draw for the January 2020 winners took 

place during the first meeting of the year of 

the Trust’s Luncheon Club at Cleeve Golf 

Club.  Here we see  Jenny Roden (standing) 

with  Pat Lorton’s assistance drawing the first 

January winner for the Memorial Trust’s 100 

Club 

If you would like to join the 100 Club or the 

Luncheon Club or any of the activities of the 

Prestbury Memorial Trust please contact 

Jenny on 01242 579097. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Epiphany Supper in St Mary’s Church 

Saturday 4 January 2020 

Fine dining in style:  two-course hot meal with wine with good company in St Mary’s 

Church.  An excellent evening 

Pictures by Brian Wood 
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They rest in St Mary’s churchyard 

I suppose that like many Prestbury people when I walk through the churchyard and glance 

at some of the tomb stones, I wonder about the lives of the people who rest here. 

Back in 2015 a troop from the Royal Artillery at Tidworth, came to St Mary’s to celebrate 

the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo. They held a service to remember the 

regiment’s part in the battle and to pay tribute to one of their own buried here, General Sir 

Edward Charles Whinyates. 

He joined the Army at 14 years old as a Cadet, later served in Europe and the West Indies. 

After taking part in the Peninsular war, Captain Edward Charles Whinyates commanded the 

Second Rocket Troops at the famous battle.  

Rockets were not popular in Wellington’s army as they were notoriously inaccurate and 

often exploded prematurely. Wellington himself did not believe in the Rockets and initially 

insisted that Whinyates’ force be left behind. But it is said that he needed their horses so 

that eventually Whinyates’ men took to the field with 200 Rockets and six guns.  They 

fought well in the battle where he had three horses shot from under him and received a 

serious wound to his arm. 

He married Elizabeth Compton from North Yorkshire in 1827, they had no children. He 

had a successful career in the army eventually being promoted to General and received the 

KCB in 1860. 

Edward Charles and Elizabeth retired to Cheltenham in 1858, where they lived at 

Dorset Villa, 83 Pittville Lawn, then part of the Parish of Prestbury. He died there on the 

25th December 1865 and was buried at St Mary’s. 

It was said of him “an officer whose ability, zeal and services have hardly been surpassed in 

the regiment”. 

Dr Thomas Christie was born in Carnwath, Lanarkshire in 1774. He was educated at 

Aberdeen University and then entered the service of the East India Company as a surgeon. 

After being posted to Ceylon he became superintendent of military hospitals and head of 

small-pox hospitals. He organised the systematic introduction of vaccination replacing the 

previous treatment of inoculation in 1802. This removed the disease from all but a small 

part of Ceylon where foreign traders were said to reintroduce the illness. 

In 1810 he opened a practice in Cheltenham at Cambray Street. In 1813 he was made 

physician extraordinary to the Prince Regent. He continued to practise in Cheltenham until 

his death in 1829. He is buried with his wife Mary Isabella in our churchyard. 

Tony Noel 
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MARLE HILL WI 

Now that we are well into the New Year December seems a long time ago. The speaker at 

our meeting that month was Matthew Gacek who took a refreshing look at the meaning of 

Christmas and the different traditions and ways that we celebrate the festival.  Jayne 

organised a special raffle and there were plenty of festive nibbles on offer with our tea and 

coffee.  The Carol Concerts in the Town Hall were much enjoyed and Wendy organised 

the raffle there with some great prizes.  The Christmas meal at the Langton was such a 

success that we have already booked the venue for our Birthday Party next November.  

There is nothing like thinking well ahead!  When we asked for ‘stars’ to decorate our tree 

at the Swindon Village Christmas Tree Festival we were inundated with contributions.  Our 

tree was certainly well dressed and sparkled with many starry lights. 

Into the New Year:  Versha Patel arrived at our January meeting and demonstrated how to 

make samosas.  She then had us all supplied with the necessary ingredients and we all had 

much fun making some for ourselves.  After cooking them at home I can assure you that 

they were very tasty.  Keeping to the Indian theme our monthly meal-out was at Voojan’s.  

Still keeping to the food theme, several members enjoyed a cookery demonstration at 

Waitrose. 

The County-organised holidays this year are to the Isle of Wight in April and then to Lake 

Garda, with visits to Venice and Verona, in September.  The Walking Netball is an on-going 

activity and we have been very successful playing in ‘social’ matches, as opposed to League 

matches.  Members join in many of the County-organised walks.  A Lampshade Making 

workshop and training days for Institute officers are on the calendar for February, as are 

the usual Book and Craft Club afternoons. 

We have Virginia and David Adsett as the speakers on Monday February 3rd.  They will 

entertain us with ‘Those Were the Days’.  Visitors are welcome to join us for the evening at 

St Nicolas’ Hall, Swindon Lane, at 7.30pm. 

Sara Jefferies 

 

 

2020 Prestbury Local History Society Talks 

Meetings are usually held at 7:30pm at the WI hall, Membership £10 per year, Guests 

welcome entry fee £2 per event, free tea and coffee. 

January 27th The history of Cleeve Hill Common David Aldred 

February 24th The curious will of George Perton Tony Noel 

March 23rd Travel in the coaching era Nicholas Herbert 

April 27th Prestbury in the 18th Century Norman Baker 

May 18th Prestbury Trams Rebecca Sillence 

June 22nd A Day at the Races Peter McNeil 

September 28th The Prestbury High Street David Jones 

October 26th More Prestbury Pubs Rebecca Sillence 

November 23rd Prestbury old paths Michelle Rees  
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I’m relieved I do not rule the world 

The world seems not to lend itself to being ruled.  The Holy Roman Empire, Napoleon, 

Hitler, all tried with some terrible results. 

Small local groups working towards a common goal, to suit specific needs within their own 

community, tend to be more successful, but would need an inspirational figure up front. 

It would be amazing if we could take care of the disadvantaged, fund healthcare for 

everyone and put up housing wherever needed.  Idealism is not enough, however, and the 

finance is surely only part of any solution?  Getting everyone to come to agreement over 

issues would be an ongoing bugbear.  Carrots not sticks spring to mind.   

Small local volunteer groups answerable to their professional peers might donate, say,  one 

day a fortnight for the good of the community.   Most of us would benefit from a better 

grasp of the economy for instance, and dare I suggest some parenting skills may need  

refreshing?   Perhaps instead of flying to our usual holiday destination we could help combat 

global warming by taking week-long boat trips offering seminars on whatever skills we lack.   

The slower pace of life on board might benefit family life and provide employment for the 

crews and instructors, and time without screens for everyone else.  Hopefully it could be 

an affordable break for everyone, a sort of Butlins meets the Open University.  No?   

Drinks could be served?  So long as the weather holds we could stay offshore and frequent 

the on board casino and pool until we have gained our certificates of competence, with 

ceremonial as in crossing the equator parties. 

I am so mightily relieved not to be charged with world management control.   Can we just 

all try to make a real effort in our own little corner of the world, and trust in the Man in 

the Sky? 

Anya Jary 

 

 

 

Wanted:  Caretaker for Prestbury WI Hall 

to look after the iconic WI Hall in the heart of the Prestbury community. 

Would suit fit, active, local person with time on their hands.  

Work to include a variety of weekly, monthly and seasonal maintenance tasks.  

Ideally computer literate with admin skills. DIY experience a definite advantage.  

Circa seven hours per week. 

For further information, please phone Helen on 245644 or email: hammersleyh@gmail.com 

Closing date:  29 February 2020 
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Visiting Ian Richings at his ‘Sleep Out’  

It was a cold unfriendly evening when I ventured forth to visit Ian Richings and his 

companion Matt in the porch of St Mary’s Church.  They were in the process of tucking 

themselves in for the night of 27 December.  

It was getting quite late and walking through the church yard in the black of the night was 

‘refreshing’ shall we say!  I am not easily spooked.  It was dead still, not a soul about. 

I spent time with Ian and Matt and as we were conversing about generalities, I was thinking, what 

a selfless person Ian is to initiate this one small event in order to benefit those less fortunate. 

 

Ian (left) and Matt 

At approaching mid-night, I bid the intrepid pair a fond farewell and stole away into the night. 

As I drove home to a warmer environment I was pondering, I hope that Ian’s great efforts 

will benefit the poorer section of society.  

Nigel Woodcock   
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Twenty Years of Local Ministry 

Prestbury Local Ministry Team (LMT) quietly came to an end in December after twenty 

years. 

In the autumn of 1999 the Vicar wrote in the parish magazine: 

 “The main recommendation from this year’s Consultation Day was to develop a Parish Ministry 

Team.  … With the Bishop’s blessing, all on our Family Roll have been asked for nominations.  … 

The Ministry team will be answerable to the PCC.  … The period of appointment will be for an 

agreed, limited time.” 

That first team consisted of the parish clergy, the reader and eight other lay people, four 

from St Mary’s and four from St Nicolas, who all underwent a three-year period of 

intensive training.   

After ten years it was decided to recruit new members to the ministry team.  A letter from 

the parish clergy inviting nominations was sent in the autumn of 2009 to all on the parish 

Electoral Roll.  The letter reminded us that the purpose of the ministry team was “to 

encourage and equip every member to take their part in God’s mission in the world.”   

Another ten years later the LMT felt it was time to review the membership again.  The 

PCC had agreed in 2018 that we would continue as we were until the end of 2019.  During 

the year we held discussions with a representative from the Diocese and with the PCC.  

The advice from the Diocese was that there should be a fresh start, another parish 

Consultation Day, that it was important to identify today’s needs and how best to meet 

them now. 

The Diocese also encouraged us to consider all that we had “achieved” in our twenty years.  

At the end of this article is a condensed version of the list which we sent to the PCC in 

October 2019. 

So the LMT which has been serving Prestbury parish for twenty years has now come to an 

end.  Of the current team, five members have served the whole twenty years and three of 

us for ten years.  Most of us will continue serving in various ways in St Mary’s and 

St Nicolas, but as individuals rather than part of a specified team.  We shall miss our 

monthly meetings, which have always included a short time of prayer and worship, and we 

shall particularly miss the fellowship and trust which has developed over the years.  But we 

feel the time is right for something new.   

Frances Murton 
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Activities the Local Ministry Team has set up, run or been otherwise 
involved in during the 20 years from 1999 to 2019  

 acting as extra eyes and ears among our congregations, so helping clergy to be aware of 

needs 

 encouraging congregations to be aware of and understand new initiatives and inviting 

their comments; review of special services eg Christmas, Easter, Harvest 

 setting up of hospital/sick visiting group and bereavement support group 

 Saturday surgery and responsibility for organising it 

 Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion preparation and follow up 

 running Marriage preparation days 

 devising and delivering parish Quiet Days and a parish away weekend at Sidmouth 

 initial planning and setting up of the Celebrate! service at St Mary’s 

 Messy Church trial 

 restarting St Mary’s Sunday Club after 15 year break 

 Lay Communion Assistants, including home communions 

 on rota for leading services: Sunday Evening Prayer; weekday Morning and Evening 

Prayer; at a local care home; occasional Prayers for Peace, particularly after 9/11 in 2001;  

Stations of the Cross at St Nicolas and for children at St Mary’s; Good Friday reflections 

at St Nicolas 

 organising activities during Ascension to Pentecost week and during National Prayer 

Weekend 

 Pray the Streets scheme 

 organising refreshments after 11am service at St Mary’s; starting coffee drop in at 

St Mary’s 
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Forthcoming Events 
 

Prestbury URC February Coffee Morning 

 – Saturday 1st February from 10.30 until Noon 

Please join between 10.30 and noon for good company, toasted teacakes (of course!) not 

to mention books, a raffle and cakes. 

We would love to welcome new faces as well as enjoying the company of our regular 

attenders; you can be sure of a warm welcome. 

 

 

Taizé style service for Candlemas 

 

Sunday 2 February at 6.30pm  

St Nicolas Church, Swindon Lane 

  Music  
  Readings   
  Meditation   
  Refreshments 

 

 

FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S, 

PRESTBURY 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

6.30pm on Thursday, 6 February 2020  

The Annual General Meeting will be held at 

6.30pm on 6 February 2020 in St Mary’s Church, 

Prestbury.  

 

  

Drinks and refreshments will accompany the 

A.G.M. and we hope as many friends as possible 

will be able to come. It will be followed by an 

illustrated talk by Guy Rooker entitled The Hands 

of Leonardo. All welcome.   
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Exploring Celtic Spirituality with Mary Bowden 

Wednesday 19th February at 7.00pm at St Mary’s Church 

Quiet, informal worship, reflection and conversation on the theme of darkness and light. 

Revd Mary Bowden, marybowden753@gmail.com, 07921 315894 

 

BURNS NIGHT 

Saturday 29 February, 6.30pm for 7.00pm, Village Hall, Uckington GL51 9SR  

Haggis, Tatties and Neeps washed down with whisky or wine. Music, dancing, tartan and a 

piper for the Haggis. Please do join us to celebrate Scotland’s National Poet. Entry Price inc. 

food is £15 (veggie option available). Ticket only, payment in advance please. All proceeds 

will be donated to Christian Aid. Contact: Ian Richings, 07771 792865 

 

Jumble Sale 

Saturday 21 March, 2.00pm, Village Hall, Uckington GL51 9SR 

Back by popular demand! Please donate and please come along to this sought-after event. 

Donations gladly accepted from Saturday 10.00am onwards, or as agreed. Contact Verina 

Morgan on 01242 234480 for further details. 

 

FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S PRESENT 

WHO DUMPED HUMPTY? 
A Murder Mystery Play  
 

6.15pm, Saturday, 28 March 2020, in the  
WI Hall, Prestbury, Cheltenham GL52 3DF. 

Tickets (£20 each)  

include a welcome drink and supper   
available from:  
David Lyle 570453 shawgreenlyle@hotmail.com; 

Helen Eagger 573035; or members of the cast. 

All welcome. 

BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT! 

CAST INCLUDES: Helen Eagger, Steve Murton, David Price, Jerry Porter, Diane Lyle,  

John and Anne Pritchard, Gill Cartwright, Henry Moss-Blundell. 

If you are not yet on our emailing list, please send your current email address to us at: 

friendsofstmarys@prestbury.net  
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February 2020 Diary 

Sat 1 1730 Said Eucharist All Saints 

SUN 2 1830 Taizé service for Candlemas St Nicolas 

Thu 6 1830 Friends of St Mary’s AGM St Mary 

Sat 8 1000 Wedding Preparation Day St Nicolas 

  1730 Said Eucharist St Mary 

SUN 9    

Mon 10 1945 Gotherington Singers’ rehearsal St Nicolas 

Tue 11 1900 Holy Communion   St Lawrence 

Sat 15 1730 Said Eucharist All Saints 

SUN 16 1430 Baptism of Rosie Merryn Smith St Lawrence 

Tue 18 1900 Easter Planning Meeting St Nicolas 

Wed 19 1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 

  1900 Exploring Celtic Spirituality St Mary 

Fri 21 1415 Visiting bellringers St Mary 

Sat 22 1730 Said Eucharist St Mary 

SUN 23 1100-1600   Wedding Fayre Racecourse 

Mon 24 1000 Monday Club   Uckington Village Hall 

  1945 Gotherington Singers’ rehearsal St Nicolas 

Wed 26 1030 Said Imposition of Ashes and Eucharist St Nicolas 

  1800 Sung Imposition of Ashes and Eucharist St Mary 

  1900 Said Imposition of Ashes and Eucharist St Lawrence 

  1930 Sung Imposition of Ashes and Eucharist All Saints 

Sat 29 1730 Said Eucharist All Saints 

  1830 for 1900    Burns Night  Uckington Village Hall 

 

 

 

Regular Weekly Events   

Mondays 1000-1130 URChins Toddler Group (in term time) URC, Deep Street 

Tuesdays 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary 

 1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

Fridays 1000-1200 Prestbury Friday Circle  URC, Deep Street 
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February 2020 Calendar 

SUNDAY 2 Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas) 

SUNDAY 9 3rd Sunday before Lent 

SUNDAY 16 St Valentine 

SUNDAY 23 Sunday next before Lent 

 

 

From the Registers 

Prestbury  

Baptisms  

November 17 Miles Christopher Larry Harmon St Mary 

 24 Alfie George Bowen St Mary 

December 1 Summer Anne Minihane-Wilkinson St Mary 

Funerals  

November 1 Bernard Charles Clews Crematorium 

 20 Joan Ashley Crematorium 

 22 Sheila Cook St Mary 

 27 David Newman Crematorium 

  Elizabeth Hearl Crematorium 

 28 Reginald Wyatt Crematorium 

  James Tucker-Brown Crematorium 

December 3 John Elliott St Nicolas 

 6 Pamela Stephens Crematorium 

 16 Anthony Hawkes Crematorium 

 17 Alan Mckie Crematorium 

 19 Julia Willetts St Mary 

Burials of ashes  

December 14 Joan Ashley St Mary 

 10 Michael Green St Mary 

 27 John Elliott St Mary 

Memorial Service 

November 29 James Tucker-Brown St Mary 

    

Elmstone Hardwicke  

Funeral  

November 6 Janice Ledeux  

    

Swindon Village  

Baptism  

November 24 Elijah Peter Vincent-Barbour  
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary, Prestbury 
 Sunday 08.00 Said Eucharist 

   09.30 Celebrate! All-age worship  
   11.00 Sung Eucharist  
  2nd Sunday 18.30 Benediction in St Mary 
  Other Sundays* 18.30 Evening Prayer held in Chapel at Capel Court* 
   (* Until end of February.  From March only 1st Sunday of month at Capel Court) 
 Monday 12.15 Eucharist 
  Wednesday  18.00 Eucharist  
  Thursday 10.30 Eucharist 
  Saturday 09.30 Eucharist 
  17.30 Vigil Eucharist (alternates with All Saints)  

St Nicolas, Prestbury 
  Sunday 09.30 Sung Eucharist 
  Tuesday  10.00 Said Eucharist 
 Thursday 17.00 Evening Prayer 

All Saints 
 Sunday 08.00 Said Mass 
   10.30 Sung Mass 
   18.30 Choral Evensong 
  Last Sunday 18.30 Choral Evensong with Benediction 
  Thursday 09.00 Morning Prayer 
   11.15 Said Mass 
 Saturday 17.30 Vigil Mass (alternates with St Mary) 

 St Lawrence, Swindon Village 
  1st Sunday 10.30 Together @ Ten Thirty (all-age service) 

   18.30 Sung Holy Communion 
  2nd & 4th 09.15 BCP Holy Communion  
   18.30 Evensong 
  3rd Sunday 10.30 Together @ The Table (family communion) 
   18.30 Evensong 
  5th Sunday 09.15 Holy Communion  
   18.30 Songs of Praise  Next is on 31 May 2020 
   (alternates with St Mary Magdalene) 

St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke 

  1st,2nd,3rd & 4th 10.45 Holy Communion 
  5th Sunday either

 10.45 Holy Communion 
   or 18.30 Songs of Praise  Next is on 29 March 2020  
    (alternates with St Lawrence.  On the Sundays we 

    host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service)  
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The Bread of Life 
 “I am the bread of life, he who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will 

never go thirsty…  Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life and I will raise him 

up on the last day.  For my flesh is real food, and my blood is real drink.  Whoever eats my flesh 

and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him.”   John 6:35, 54-56 NRSV 

 

S A NATION we eat our way through loaves and loaves of bread 

every day.  It does us good by providing us with a valuable source of 
energy and is generally easy on the palate.  It does us good and 

comes in a form we can easily take naturally – by eating.   Bread is the visible 

form of all kinds of goodness and life giving nourishment.   

When Jesus talked of himself being the bread of life, he was describing how he is the 

invisible God in visible form – in the familiar shape of a human being, who we can talk to, 

watch, touch, and listen to. Jesus said, I am the bread that gives life.  He who comes to me 

will never be hungry.  He who believes in me will never be thirsty. 

For many of us bread is an important part of our daily diet so too is bread an essential part 

of our spiritual diet.  As Christians we meet with Christ through the bread and wine of the 

Eucharist and in so doing he becomes the host of all our meals.  The body and blood of 

Christ is the food that enables us to grow inside, to feed us from within and without this 

food we cannot grow in our faith.  Our pilgrimage of faith is a long journey, and just like any 

long journey we go on, when we pack our sandwiches, we need nourishment.  The body 

and blood of Christ is the food we need on that journey, it gives is the spiritual 

nourishment we need, enabling us to grow in faith. 

John Macquarrie refers to the Eucharist as the ‘Jewel in the Crown’ of the sacraments. 

Through the Eucharist – the sharing of a meal, our relationship with God is renewed, 

meeting Christ through the sacrament, then enables us to go out into the world to offer 

our lives to God, to share them with others and to find Christ in our neighbours.  

Especially in the outcast and deprived, the weak and the vulnerable.  For unless we go out 

into the world and witness as Eucharistic people and feed the world as Christ feeds us, then 

our symbols of Eucharist are empty and our phrases are meaningless.  In this way Christ 

reveals himself and is made known to us during each action. 

In the earliest accounts of the Last Supper Jesus commands the disciples to ‘do this as a 

memorial of me’.  He ordered the twelve to continue this Eucharistic action, feeding them 

within.  So, when communion is celebrated, it is not an optional extra, but a necessary part 

of our Christian obedience. 

Jesus urges his listeners to seek food that does not perish, and offers himself as the bread 

and water of eternal life, so that those who follow him will never be hungry or thirsty.  

Jesus is the bread of life, if we believe in him then we have food for our souls which is food 

for eternal life.  If we believe in Jesus we shall never hunger again.   

Linda Biggs 
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Parish Directory continued 

 St Mary’s C of E (VA) Schools 

Executive Head Teacher : Mr Matt Fletcher 
Junior School:  244387 

Infant School:  244054 

Hall Letting 
Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane 239590 

prestbury.hall@prestbury.net 

St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane 244373 
stnicolas.hall@prestbury.net 

Parish Giving Scheme 
Church House, College Green, 

Gloucester  GL1 2LY 01452 835595 
giving@glosdioc.org.uk 

 
 

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine is published on the last Sunday of the month. 

The deadline for copy is the Sunday 2 weeks before this. 

Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’ 

2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN 

or by email to magazine@prestbury.net 

  

  March Magazine Deadline:   9 February 2020 

Future Theme:   March:   Ambitions 
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