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Spirit of the Living God 
ROMPTED BY A SPEAKER on Radio 4’s “Thought for the Day” I’ve 

been re-reading the Old Testament Book of Ruth. I discovered a story 
that’s very relevant to our world today. 

Ruth is the daughter-in-law of Naomi, who has moved from her Jewish homeland to the 

land of Moab with her husband and two sons, because there’s a famine in Judah. Her sons 

take Moabite wives, Orpah and Ruth, but after ten years, both men die, leaving no heirs. So 

Naomi sets out to return home, having heard that there is food in Judah. She attempts to 

persuade her daughters-in-law to remain in their own country and Orpah agrees, but Ruth 

refuses to leave Naomi, so they return to Bethlehem together. 

Naomi has a kinsman whose name is Boaz, so she sends Ruth to glean barley in his fields, where 

Ruth finds protection and support, and finally is married to Boaz and bears him a son. Naomi 

rejoices over her longed-for grandson and he, in the fullness of time, becomes the father of Jesse 

and grandfather of King David, thereby establishing the ancestral line of Jesus himself. 

Ruth’s story illustrates how God is at work through characters whose situation speaks into 

the daily circumstances of our lives here and now. Naomi returns home with a daughter-in-

law of a different nationality, following the tragic bereavement of close family members. She 

comes back from Moab because she has heard that “the Lord has considered His people.” 

Her faith in God’s providence is rewarded by the welcome and support they receive from 

the community around them, and their experience reflects the faithful commitment of God, 

who sustains us in bad times and good, in need and in plenty. 

The Acts of the Apostles tells us that, after the Day of Pentecost, “those who were 

baptised were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and 

goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much 

time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and 

generous hearts.”  (Acts 2) 

As we approach the feast of Pentecost and celebrate the giving of the Holy Spirit to the 

early Church, we can reflect how we too have seen the Spirit at work, in an outpouring of 

love and support in our own communities. Many people have responded to the needs of 

those around them with selfless generosity, establishing new friendships and strengthening 

the bonds of trust and interdependence. 

Amongst the many ways in which our lives could change as a result of the current 

pandemic, we pray that we will learn from our present experience how to build a society in 

which the differing contribution of each individual is recognised and valued for the benefit of all, 

irrespective of status, religion or race. May the Holy Spirit continue to be at work in all our lives. 

Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, gentle as is the dove; 

teach us the truth and help us believe, show us the Saviour's love! 

You spoke to us long, long ago, gave us the written word; 

we read it still, needing its truth; through it, God’s voice is heard. 

Without your help we fail our Lord, we cannot live His way; 

We need your power, we need Your strength; following Christ each day. 

Deacon Jennifer  

P 
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Keeping Busy 

My father was a woodcarver and a craftsman of great ability, as was his father before him. 

Both in their turn were foreman woodcarvers at RL Boulton & Son in Cheltenham, the 

foremost ecclesiastical monumental sculptors. After WW1, there was great demand for 

memorials of one sort or another and most of these were installed in churches and 

cathedrals throughout the world. In the early thirties this work began to diminish as work 

of all description became hard to come by and there was mass unemployment. Father was 

laid off but found work at Mowbrays in Oxford and he motorcycled the 80-mile return 

journey daily. 

It was not long before he was re-employed at Boultons to 

work alongside his father and, at the same time found extra 

work in the evenings as a tutor at Cheltenham School of 

Art. He also took in “private patients” to learn the art of 

woodcarving in his workshop in our home in Pittville. In 

addition he made drawings of topical interest for a local 

magazine and made one-off carvings of house place names, 

swallows, elephants, bookends, breadboards, paper knives, 

plaques of famous buildings, firescreens and work of an 

ecclesiastical nature. These he exhibited at the annual 

Three Counties Show under the banner of “Guild of 

Gloucestershire Craftsmen”. All of which was to promote 

his art and encourage bespoke orders. He was very 

successful but, in those days, his work was sold for a 

pittance of what it would fetch nowadays. 

My point is that he worked extremely hard and I grew up with him being “Kept Busy”. I 

almost forgot, he was always trying to make a fortune with his inventions, all of which were 

sent to the Patents Office. None was successful but he certainly tried. After war broke out 

in 1939 he was too old to be called up but was registered as having a “reserved 

occupation”. Because he worked in wood he was drafted into the factory of HH Martyn to 

help construct Mosquito fighter-bombers and Horsa Gliders, both of which were made of 

that material. 

As soon as it was formed he joined the Home Guard and was quickly appointed Bayonet-

fighting instructor for the county. This meant that as soon as he down-tooled at the factory 

he raced home on his bicycle, changed into uniform and was transported to all corners of 

Gloucestershire to teach butchers, bakers, etc, the fine art of hand-to-hand fighting (his 

name appeared in the New Years Honours List of 1944). Four years in the Glosters in the 

post WW1 1920’s had given him sound military experience. Sadly his heavy workload 

ruined his health, and he died aged 49 and is buried in Prestbury churchyard where he was 

christened in 1900. 

My father encouraged me not to waste my time from an early age. At five I produced my 

own Easter, Christmas and birthday cards (for relations!) and at nine I took on the task of 

mowing neighbours’ front lawns. This continued throughout the war years and at the same 

time I made model aeroplanes and warships which were sold to a toy shop in The Strand 

(Cheltenham - not London!) 

A Lectern carved by 

Horace Parkin 
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I was allowed to leave school before I was 15 and joined a local firm of architects as trainee. 

I was paid 5/- a week and prospects were dim, so after doing a one-man survey at 

Prestbury Church, I handed in my notice and joined Spirax-Sarco just as the offices were 

moving from Pittville Circus to Charlton Kings. The pay was four times as much, there 

were good bonuses and the future looked bright. The staff at that time was less than 30 and 

the factory workforce about 150, now it’s nearly 6000 worldwide. The whole place was a 

buzz of excitement, orders flowed in and would-be engineers were being recruited thick 

and fast from a wide variety of young men who were being demobbed from the forces. 

Lionel Northcroft was keen to expand the company, especially the overseas market, and 

India was targeted as a “must-have”. 

It is at Spirax-Sarco that I learned to work hard and “Keep Busy”. Office hours were from 

8:30am until 6pm with ¾ hour for lunch and on Saturdays from 8:30am until 1pm. 

Overtime was not paid and I was required to stay at my drawing board until the project I 

was working on was completed (I was a technical illustrator). Every job had a strict deadline 

and I sometimes found myself at work until 8pm but I loved the work, the “drive to 

achieve” and the satisfaction of seeing the company expand so rapidly. Above all it was the 

motivation of a most exceptional man in Lionel Northcroft, the managing director. I stayed 

with the company throughout my working life of 48 years and it is where I learned the 

meaning and reward of hard work and Keeping Busy. 

Two of those early years, 1948 and 1949, saw me conscripted for National Service. After 

initial training I was posted to Malta, handed a set of drawing instruments and required to 

sign the Official Secrets Act. My work on the drawing board was TOP SECRET and, although 

summer time (very hot), working hours for soldiers was from 8am until 1pm, I was often 

obliged to work afternoons and evenings, sometimes I found myself hard at it at midnight 

and beyond to meet official deadlines. It was because of this that my CO saw to it that I had 

a month’s complete rest and had me transferred to the Royal Navy to enjoy their Spring 

Cruise on and off the French Riviera. Once again I found that hard work and keeping busy 

was well rewarded. In 1949 holidays abroad where unheard of. 

For 38 of the years spent at Spirax-Sarco I ran my own business of racehorse photography 

and allied artwork alongside that of my “day job”. This took up evenings and weekends with 

much midnight oil being used in my darkroom. Pen nibs became red-hot on the drawing 

board and I often fell asleep over my developing dishes. 

My racecourse business was booming and I was becoming busier and busier, so much so 

that I could no longer have my feet in both camps. At the age of 61 I retired from industry 

and devoted all my time to racing which, incidentally, has been an overriding passion since 

the age of ten. As soon as my commitment to the company to which I owe so much ended, 

I was granted my first Royal Warrant of Appointment (to Queen Elizabeth the Queen 

Mother). The second Royal Warrant (to the Queen) was granted in 2003. 

There is no higher recognition for tradespeople than to be granted a Royal Warrant of 

Appointment. To retire completely in 2017 at the age of 87 with such prestigious 

recognition pleases me greatly. 

This would never have been the case without much hard work and “Keeping Busy”. 

Bernard Parkin  
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Source of all things, fount of all knowledge, propaganda weapon, 

welcome to – ‘THE INTERNET’ 

 

Just like a virus the Internet is something you cannot see, cannot touch, yet it infects almost 

everything we do, changing the way we live.  Unlike a virus there is a need for some hard 

infrastructure, wires, equipment to send and receive wireless signals, energy required to 

make it operate, but early worries about location of transmission masts have all but 

disappeared and most of the infrastructure is not apparent.  We now have the notion that 

everything resides in a ‘cloud’ somewhere in virtual space with no environmental impact, 

while socially and economically this new technology has altered almost every aspect of our 

lives, it is so insidious we can barely remember what life was like before we had 

‘THE INTERNET’.   

 

 

It's finally here!  Does this mean our lives are now complete? 

 

Before the internet if you wanted to learn about something or check a fact, you started 

with an encyclopaedia, or went to a library – or you asked an expert – someone who knew 

more than you did.  You still had to gauge the veracity of the information received by, for 

example, checking the date of the encyclopaedia, how long ago it was written, finding out 

whether the author of a book was well respected, what others have said about the quality 

of their work, and asking ‘does the expert I talk to have a good reputation, in what way is 

he/she biased or opinionated, or is the person just a blagger?’.  If you wanted to learn ‘how’ 

to do something you had to go and find someone who could show you.  If you wanted to 

know ‘The TRUTH’ you had to find a reliable source, or a range of sources of information 

who might give conflicting views and opinions, and then you had to decide for yourself what 

to believe.  It took time and effort, giving an opportunity to cogitate and reflect on what 

people or books were telling you.  It is not surprising that groups or communities using the 

same set of trusted resources came to think the same way, reinforced by the human desire 

to fit in to the social system to which they belong. 
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Wires or wireless – which is better? 

 

In many ways that approach has not altered, you still need to go through the same steps but 

the whole process has accelerated (or been ‘ramped-up’ in today’s popular political jargon).  

‘THE INTERNET’ promises everything – instantaneously – but what does it deliver?  You 

want to know how fast light travels - go to Wikipedia, you want a recipe for a sponge cake 

- then Google it and get multiple options, you can even access videos that show you how to 

make the cake (and almost anything else you can think of).  You want to know when the 

supermarket opens - then Google it and you can find information on the opening hours of 

every supermarket in the country, you want to book a hotel in Spain, then Google it and 

you will get multiple options to choose from covering the whole price range.  It’s fast, you 

can access vast amounts of ‘information’, it has speeded up access to all sorts of data, 

written, audio and visual, without you having to get up off the couch, and increasingly we 

are having to live our lives using the internet to gain access to public, retail, and other 

services.  It’s not surprising that people turn to ‘THE INTERNET’ to find out what they 

want to know because the system will always provide some information that chimes with 

existing beliefs and biases, supporting what people already think and providing the 

comforting reassurance of certainty that they are supported  by ‘experts’ in the wider 

society.  Humans crave certainty in an uncertain world, we want the re-assurance that 

other people think like us, or that we are right in our beliefs – ‘THE INTERNET’ can give 

the illusion it is satisfying those needs by providing information.  But information does not 

solve problems or make decisions; that requires the application of understanding and 

judgement.  
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Ask ‘THE INTERNET’ about how government works, ask Google how political decisions 

are made, ask it whether your persistent cough is the Corona virus, whether something is 

true or not, or even whether God exists, and you still get reams of information, including 

‘proof that God exists’.  What you do not get are definitive answers.  You still have to filter 

the information, and decide which set of ‘facts’ is true, or believable, only now you have 

whole ‘libraries’ of information at your fingertips.  Does it help?  Which cake recipe do you 

use because experience soon tells you that some of the information available is erroneous, 

or incomplete.  Who do you believe when it comes to understanding political decisions?  

There are so many competing opinions, and they all seem biased in some way.  Add in the 

danger of ‘fake news’ (deliberate falsehoods or lies) and unseen algorithms directing you to 

specific websites to raise advertising revenue, or sending certain kinds of information to 

your computer while blocking others, and you soon realise you might not be getting a 

rounded view of the world, or a full set of alternative explanations.  To whom can you 

turn?  What or where are the trusted sources of advice we can use to help us understand 

things or make better decisions?  Are we any better off than before we had 

‘THE INTERNET’? 

Like any piece of technology ‘THE INTERNET’ is a tool that can be used and mis-used.  We 

have to learn how to use it, and like any tool you need to understand how it works, what it 

can and cannot do, and its limits.  The internet can perform many functions efficiently, 
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finding out about local services, what’s on at the cinema, enable you to buy tickets without 

having to travel physically somewhere, enable you to order stuff and have it delivered to 

your door.  But, it does not provide us with unbiased information, and it does not tell us 

the ‘truth’ any more than a second-hand car salesman trying to unload a fault-riven vehicle, 

a real-estate agent trying to sell an overpriced house, or comments on Trip Advisor telling 

you about a wonderful stay in a self-catering cottage on the Algarve.  In each case you know 

you are not going to get an accurate set of information, and some aspects will not be 

mentioned or hidden from view.  As ever, you have to make a judgement, based on your 

own experience, incomplete information, and uncertainty.   

 

 

The internet - trillions and trillions of bits of information flying around the world 

 – but to what purpose? 

 

The internet is a means of providing a vast range of information.  But it is also more than 

that, it is a tool used for selling things, everything from vegetables to ideas and it is also a 

weapon for persuasion, for changing opinions and beliefs, to convince people that a 

particular set of ‘facts’ are true, or a particular way of thinking is acceptable.  The internet is 

not a weapon that has been beaten into a ploughshare (or computer), it is the opposite; it is 

an arrangement of micro-chips and electricity  that has been forged into a weapon – ‘THE 

INTERNET’.  It is technology that started out as a means of sharing information between 

universities and academics (the J-NET, or joint academic network set up in 1984 – also 

referred to as ‘Janet’
1
 was a forerunner of the internet and still exists linking universities 

and research councils), but it has become a weapon for changing attitudes and influencing 

underlying values and  beliefs, as well as a tool for selling goods and services.   

                                       
1
  It is worth noting that in the TV programme ‘The Good Place’, the robot-like human computer is called Janet.  “She is a 

programmed guide and knowledge bank who acts as the Good Place's main source of information and can provide its residents 

with whatever they desire. Later, Janet…begins to act differently from the way she was designed.”  Sound familiar?  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Good_Place If you have not seen ‘The Good Place’ you can see a clip here where Eleanor 
meets Janet for the first time  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QQztZd48UaE  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Good_Place
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QQztZd48UaE
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Like any weapon ‘THE INTERNET’ cannot make judgements, tell right from wrong, or good 

from bad, or whether people are right to believe in God.  Like any weapon it is those who 

wield it that decide how it is used to accomplish different objectives, and whether it will be 

used for good or evil.  Like any weapon it is wielded by different groups to attain different 

ends.  When we engage with such a weapon we still have to decide whether it is being used 

benignly in our favour, or against us for some ulterior purpose.  

In short, everything about the way we live has changed because of the internet, while 

nothing has changed about how we can know what is true.  If anything, there is less 

certainty than before.  Nothing has changed concerning how we must make decisions, or 

about the right way to live, or what to believe.  How to live valued and fulfilling lives on a 

planet of finite resources, increasing population, and vast inequalities is a question the 

internet cannot answer.  That is something we must work out for ourselves.  But like any 

good con artist ‘THE INTERNET’ will try to persuade you it has the answers.  Treating 

‘THE INTERNET’ as a weapon that is potentially being used against us may help us to be 

more wary, as well as more effective in utilising its multiple benefits.   

As for making judgements and decisions, we still have to share our views or check 

information with trusted sources, we still need to gauge our thoughts and actions against 

principles and objective values, and our beliefs.  We still need to educate ourselves to 

understand how this weapon is being used and learn from experience and mistakes.  In 

some ways nothing has changed, except that our need for belief that grounds us is greater 

than ever, and the need for checking our sources of information has become more 

essential.  

Right now I need some answers.  I feel the need to go and check up on a few things…but 

where should I go…? 

John Powell 
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The Queen’s Official Birthday 

We should not forget that on June 13, it is the official birthday of the Queen. She will be 94 

years of age and will have reigned over us for 68 years, longer than the age of most of her 

subjects. 

As we all know, there will be no Birthday Parade on Horseguards this year to remind us of 

the occasion, but we should all, in our own way, celebrate the moment. So, apart from 

raising glasses to toast Her Majesty, this is how my wife and I will mark the day (and I quote 

from my ‘letter to the editor’ and published in The Daily Telegraph of April 25th 2020): 

 

 

 

Sadly we have no 78 recording of the 

bells of St Mary‘s, Prestbury (which I 

rang to celebrate the Coronation in 

1953 and the Diamond Jubilee in 

2012) so those of Stow-on-the-Wold 

will have to deputise! 

Bernard Parkin 

 

 

 

The Prestbury Diamond Jubilee Ringers 
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Internal Church Monuments: Altar Tombs 

Early memorials 

In 658 burials inside the church were sanctioned, a privilege reserved for people of status, 

mainly royalty, knights and clergy; internal burial was to last for almost one thousand years. 

Interment was in a stone coffin, covered by a stone top often carved with a cross or a 

symbol denoting the status of the deceased; a broadsword for a knight, a chalice for a priest 

and shears or scissors for the Lady of the Manor. A fine example of a stone coffin and lid 

resides in the church at Deerhurst. Later stones had more elaborate imagery, and some 

had words. Then few bodies were interred within a churchyard, and none had a memorial. 

Effigies 

During the 12th century effigies, usually of knights or priests, began to appear, carved out of 

stone, alabaster, timber or latten, which was an early form of brass, made from copper and 

tin. Such examples include the wooden effigy of Robert, Duke of Normandy, in Gloucester 

Cathedral, and the latten effigy of the Black Prince, at Canterbury. Some effigies were set 

within an arch, often with a trefoil or cinquefoil top, as found in the tracery of windows. 

By the 13th century the effigy had been elevated onto a chest, made from wood or stone; 

early examples were plain. Many churches have a stone figure of a knight, complete with 

shield, spurs and full armour, often with realistic carving, although lots have suffered and 

may be missing a limb or a sword. This was the time of the Crusades and many coloured 

images showed the local Lord displayed in armour. Effigies are shown with the head lying on 

a pillow, sometimes on two, and occasionally on a shield or heraldic emblem; the feet rest 

on a lion, indicating valour and nobility, or sometimes on a dog, although this was usually 

used for Ladies. In order to imply movement knights would be carved as if they were about 

to unsheathe their sword, or ready to turn whilst lying on their side. Early examples show 

the difficulty the mason had in making the curve of an arm or leg realistic, and often the 

bend is a long arc without character. Numerous effigies have their legs crossed, either at 

the ankle or at the knee; recent thinking believes this has nothing to do with the frequency 

of visits to the Crusades. In later designs legs are straight, and the recumbent effigy has 

hands held in prayer. For a few the hands were cupped, and may have held a replica of the 

heart. Such a heart-burial indicates that the person died a long way (in those days) from 

home, and so the body was buried at the place of death but the heart was taken to the 

abode of the deceased for interment. Inside the church at Coberley is the heart burial of Sir 

Giles Berkeley, who died in 1290 at Malvern; it is the only heart burial in the Cotswolds.  

Effigy of Richard de Crupes, at Whittington Church, an early 14th century knight 
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Chests were made larger, and replicated the shape of stone-altars which were common in a 

pre-Reformation church. Around the sides were decorations of heraldry or foliage, often 

framed within an arch, reflecting the latest designs chosen by the donor and able to be 

carved by the mason. Many different types of arch were available, from the round arch to 

some of the many types of pointed arch; lancet, horseshoe, basket, ogee, or Tudor; to 

name but a few. On the sides of altar-tombs carved figures, known as weepers, replaced 

heraldry. From the 14th century weepers were in the form of angels holding shields, and 

these evolved into saints, apostles and prophets, and then, from the 15th century, into family 

members. It was believed that reciting prayers would hasten the speed of the deceased’s 

journey to Heaven, and so Guilds built Chantry Chapels in which prayers were said by paid 

officials, especially if the deceased belonged to a Guild. One such official was known as a 

bedesman (beadsman) a man of prayer whose job was to pray for those listed on a bede-

roll, the bedes for prayers. Another way to have prayers recited frequently for the soul of 

the departed was to locate his tomb as near to the altar as possible, in the belief that the 

incumbent would notice it and so 

say a prayer.  

It was common for a man and his 

wife to be represented on a 

chest, even if only one had died 

and the survivor was later buried 

in a different place. Shown here is 

the tomb, in Hereford Cathedral, 

of Elizabeth Denton, who died in 

childbirth in 1566, aged eighteen 

years, even though her husband 

was living; he died in 1576 and 

was buried in Buckinghamshire. 

Elizabeth, with ruff and black 

gown, has her child next to her; 

much colour still remains. 

In the Reformation many altar-

tombs suffered desecration when references to the old religion, for example weepers or 

other carvings, were defaced. Relations could 1) move an ancestor’s tomb from a doomed 

monastery to a more favourable location, or 2) take more care in what was put on a new 

altar tomb or 3) create an entirely different type of memorial. Many monuments built after 

these times reflect this, as we shall see in the next article, but some people simplified the 

tomb. Sides were devoid of weepers and the top lost its effigies and became flat, like a 

table-top. There was method in this because it was hoped that the flat top would be seen 

sympathetically by the current incumbent because he could place church furnishings on it, 

for example an Easter Sepulchre, and so would encourage it being built in a more 

favourable position, such as nearer to the high altar.  

It is amazing that so many altar-tombs, and other tombs, have survived the many religious 

upheavals and church rebuildings, when many were moved to a different location within the 

church and others were destroyed. 

Edward Wyatt  
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THE INTERNET 

PANDORA’S TANGLED WEB 

 
The internet by Deleuran (2003) 

 

‘A computer once beat me at chess, but it was no match for me at kickboxing.’       Emo Philips 

‘They call it ‘surfing’ the net. It’s not surfing. It’s typing in your bedroom.’                   Jack Dee  

 

The internet has provided us with hours of futile fun and frustration. It has also enabled us 

to have conversations in colour with relatives across the globe. It has largely become the 

reference library of choice. What’s the gastronomic French for ‘Toad in a hole’? Ask 

Professor Google. Or if you want to know the history of hedgehogs, for example, and what 

their spines are made of, you can now look it up on the internet and most probably on 

Wikipedia and find the answer in seconds with luck.  

Have you ever used Wikipedia and have you contributed any money to support that 

amazing free encyclopaedia? Incidentally, it even claims that I wrote a book called The Liberal 

Anglican Idea of History (1952) shortly before going to school at the age of 5. The internet is 

indeed full of wonders. One of the more provocative comments on it by the fictional 

character, Doug Heffernan, may be unsuitable but here goes: ‘It all boils down to just a 

bunch of ones and zeroes. I don’t know how that enables me to see naked women, but 

however it works, God bless you guys.’ 

And therein lie some of the problems. What was intended by Tim Berners-Lee as an 

altruistically free gift to mankind and a way of sharing ideas and information has opened the 

ways to mass exploitation and manipulation. In addition to enhancing human 

communication, the world wide web has also provided a field day for petty, prejudiced and 
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criminal minds: fraudsters, spiteful trolls, pornographers, dark websters, illicit sales, bitcoin, 

blackmail, scams, hackers, spam, cyber-attacks, propaganda, state control and something 

resembling Orwell’s Thought Police. Do you remember it being called the Information 

Superhighway? 

Similarly, it is interesting to see how quickly the liberal internet has been exploited and 

taken over by commercial interests and by advertising. We have become even more 

enslaved by our own technology and machinery, while ‘social media’ such as Facebook, 

Twitter, WhatsApp and Instagram have started to dominate online lives which can become 

substitutes for real company and companionship. It is a situation which is in some ways 

weirdly reminiscent of the dystopian world imagined by EM Forster in his 1909 novella The 

Machine Stops.  

What then are the benefits of the internet? They include speed of communication, 

freedoms of expression, wider availability of visual, printed and recorded musical resources 

in reproduction, diversions and distractions. How does it all work? The internet has 

brought with it many benefits but it has also altered the ways in which we interact. 

Furthermore, as one commentator has said: ‘A new shopping mall has opened in every 

town and village in the land. It is called the internet.’ The phrase ‘internet shopping’ was 

unthinkable about thirty years ago and before the dot.com boom and bubble but look at it 

now, especially during lockdown. And if you are a commercial operator, it helps to have an 

enticing presence on the web. Click-bait. Buy with one click. And along with shopping, 

there’s shipping when much of the cargo and merchandise simply goes overland and there’s 

never a ship ahoy. Inevitably, many high streets and town centres have suffered as a result 

of these pervasive new market forces. 

Erudite and learned articles can be published online and made more widely available. There 

are ebooks and people now blog. In some ways, the internet appears to have altered the 

nature of publishing and education. But has it increased or enhanced literacy? Because there 

is little or no quality control, the internet has also become the natural home of illiterate 

verbiage and verbosity unchained. Huge amounts of money can be made by commerce on 

the global internet (Amazon, Facebook and YouTube) but loopholes and variations in tax 

laws enable such operators to pay unjustly little tax on the vast incomes they generate for 

themselves. 

It has been said that we are moving from print culture towards an image culture. To some 

extent, words are being replaced by such pictograms as emojis or emoticons. Some people 

watch films rather than read books, even on screens such as Kindle. For films, there are 

now streaming services like Netflix and others. One mother said that the way to get her 

grown-up gap-year children to phone her was to change the family Netflix password. As it 

now costs 76p to post a first-class letter, no wonder we use email or texts to communicate 

or was it really the other way round? A sharp decline in postal revenue has pushed prices 

up. 

One of the best pieces recently delivered on the web was by its founder or inventor, Tim 

Berners-Lee, thirty years on in 2019. And of course you can look it up on the internet or 

rather find mediated and abbreviated reports of what he said. Sir Tim is genuinely worried 

about the future health of his life-changing creation. He can see some of what it has 

achieved and, as he puts it, ‘The web has become a public square, a library, a doctor’s office, 

a shop, a school, a design studio, an office, a cinema, a bank, and so much more. Of course 
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with every new feature, every new website, the divide between those who are online and 

those who are not increases, making it all the more imperative to make the web available 

to everyone.’ 

While he can see the benefits which the internet has brought to roughly half the world’s 

population, he thinks it needs more regulation and real commitment as well as vigilance, if 

we are to have the web we or he wants. He condemns the arrant opportunism and 

commercialisation promoted on the web, seeing the main dangers as threefold and I 

paraphrase them as follows:   

1. Malicious and criminal activity  

2. Crudely commercial incentives and mass misinformation  

3. Hatred and outrage in online discourse.  

To which list, one might add  

4. Data harvesting for nefarious and underhand purposes. 

(See https://webfoundation.org/2019/03/web-birthday-30/)  

Nevertheless, computers and the internet bring out much human wit and individuality. They 

provide satirists and cartoonists with fresh material and some of it is now available online: 

‘Don’t anthropomorphize computers. They hate it.’  Or as an unidentified employee at 

Tory HQ said: ‘Our computer system is about as much use as a cat-flap in a submarine.’ 

What one can say with some certainty is that the internet has altered social patterns. If you 

are reading this article, it is likely that you are doing so digitally, whatever that means. 

Duncan Forbes  

 

www.duncanforbes.com  

  

https://webfoundation.org/2019/03/web-birthday-30/
http://www.duncanforbes.com/
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Revd Tom Cook 

Revd Tom Cook, who is a Curate in West Cheltenham 

Benefice having been ordained Deacon last summer 2019, is 

joining the North Cheltenham Team for three months from 

the 1st June. During his placement we hope Tom will get to 

know us in person, in time, as well as ‘virtually’ and we look 

forward to having him with us. Tom is married to Debbie 

and they have two young boys. You can see Tom’s 

introductory video on the YouTube channel of the North 

Cheltenham Team Ministry (dated 31st May 2020). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ka5ce_aAynk 

Fr Nick        

 

 ADS C3 

 ADS C3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ka5ce_aAynk
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June 2020 Diary 

All our events have been suspended, postponed or cancelled because of the Corvid-19 

outbreak.  Our church buildings are closed to everyone except the clergy.  Services are 

being streamed on the internet by our clergy.  You may find details of these on the 

team web page – live.northchelt.org.uk 

 

 

June 2020 Calendar 

SUNDAY 7 TRINITY SUNDAY 

Thursday 11 Day of Thanksgiving for the 

Institution of Holy Communion 

(Corpus Christi) 

SUNDAY 14 1st Sunday after Trinity 

SUNDAY 21 2nd Sunday after Trinity 

SUNDAY 28 3rd Sunday after Trinity 

 

 

From the Registers 

Prestbury 

   Funerals 

   April 2 David Axton St Mary - Graveside 

 

3 Roy Lambert Crematorium 

 

3 Marjorie Thomas Crematorium 

 

7 Stephen Murton Crematorium 

 

9 Gavin Harrison Crematorium 

 

27 Vera Ford Crematorium 

 

29 Brenda White Crematorium 

    Elmstone Hardwicke 

Burial 

   April 6 Mark Hancox Graveside 

    Swindon Village 

Funeral 

   April 24 Anthony Jefferies Crematorium 
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 Feeding the 5000 
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We share, and God multiplies our gifts 
HEN ASKED TO write the Bible page for this month two passages immediately 

came to mind.  So often we can find passages in the Bible (and these are not the 

only ones) that are relevant to the situation we find ourselves in.  

It wasn’t lockdown but famine in the land and Elijah had been relying on God who sent 

ravens to bring him bread and meat but now he is sent to a widow in Zarephath: a woman 

not of his faith. He called to her and asked, “Would you bring me a little water in a jar so I may 

have a drink?... And bring me, please, a piece of bread.”  And she replied, “I don’t have any bread . 

. . only a handful of flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to take 

home and make a meal for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.”  “Don’t be afraid. Go 

home and do as you have said. But first make a small loaf … for me from what you have and 

bring it to me, and then make something for yourself and your son. . . the God of Israel, says: ‘The 

jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry. …   She went away and did as 

Elijah had told her and there was food every day for Elijah and for the woman and her family.  The 

jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry.        1 Kings 17: 8-16 (NIV abbreviated) 

 

But by an act of faith she did as she was asked and received the blessing and the 

understanding that obedience to God leads to life. 

My second passage is from the gospels. Jesus has been teaching the crowds. It is late. The 

disciples suggest he send them away to get food but Jesus tells the disciples to feed the 

people. All they have is five loaves of bread and two fish.   “Bring them here to me,” he 

said.  And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish 

and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the 

disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people.  They all ate and were satisfied, and the 

disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.  The number of those 

who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children.         Matthew 14: 13-21 

The story of the feeding of the five thousand appears in all four Gospels. The disciples bring 

the small offering of loaves and fish to Jesus (John’s account includes, “But what are they 

among so many?”), and obediently they follow his direction to make the people sit down. 

Jesus gives thanks and breaks the bread before it is shared, reminding us of the last supper 

and at Emmaus on the day of the resurrection: so this social miracle is anticipating the 

eucharist and in John’s gospel Jesus’ statement, “I am the bread of life” (another discussion 

altogether!)  Setting the theology aside for now, we have witnessed in the last two months, 

an obedience and desire among those of all faiths and none to share and provide food and 

much more wherever there has been a need, and there is enough.     

Gill Cartwright 

 

 

 

Check out https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/feeding-the-5000/   to see how our 

diocese has joined with the Christian charity The Long Table, to do this and contribute if 

you can.   

W 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/feeding-the-5000/


 

 

Parish Directory continued 

Parish Magazine 
Editor: (vacancy)  contact 515941 

magazine@prestbury.net 

Advertising & Sales: Richard Johnson 224823 
advertising@prestbury.net 

St Mary’s C of E (VA) Schools 

Executive Head Teacher : Mr Matt Fletcher 
Junior School:  244387 

Infant School:  244054 

Hall Letting 
Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane 239590 

prestbury.hall@prestbury.net 

St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane 244373 
stnicolas.hall@prestbury.net 

Parish Giving Scheme 
76 Kingsholm Road, 

Gloucester  GL1 3BD 0333 002 1260 
info@parishgiving.org.uk 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine is usually published on the last Sunday of the month. 

The deadline for copy is the Sunday 2 weeks before this. 

Because we are not printing at present the magazine first appears on the website  

by the last day of the preceding month and the deadline is more relaxed. 

Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’ 

2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN 

or, preferably, by email to magazine@prestbury.net 

 

 July Magazine Deadline:  21 June 2020 

Future Theme: July:    Keeping in touch 
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