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Parish Direct ory

Team Rector
) Read
Revd Nicholas Broffield 232883 Liﬁzaeéiggs 510856
The Rectory, Tatchley LaneGL52 3DQ linda.biggs@northchelt.org.uk
nick.bronfield@northchelt.org.uk
. Churchwardens
Team Vicar s St Mary
Revd Robert Wright 241398 Matthieu Allison 255508
8 BouItqn Road GL50 4RZ matt.allison@prestbury.net
robert.wright@northchelt.org.uk Clare Wyatt 510413
Revd George Davis 702890 clare.wyatt@prestbury.net
The Rectory Rectory Lane, Swindon Village | st Nicolas
CheltenhamGL51 9RD Marcus Steel 529539
george.davis@northchelt.org.uk marcus.steel@prestbury.net
Curate Bria_n Wood 515941
Revd Tom Cook 07539 551398 | brian.wood@prestbury.net
tom.cook@northchelt.org.uk PCC Secretary
Honorary Assistant Priests Stella Caney 676143
Revd Mary Bowden 07921 315894 | stella.cane@northchelt.org.uk
mary.bowde@northchelt.org.uk PCC Treasurer
Revd Dr Adam Dunning viaTeam Office | kevin Holmes 583201
Team Deacon kevin.holme&prestbury.net
Revd Jennifer Wood 700128
jennifer.wood@northchelt.org.uk

Team Of fice admin @northchelt.org.uk 01242 244373
StNicolasChurch, Swindon Lane, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL50 4PA
The ofice isusuallyopen Monday to Friday 09.00 -12.00
Outside these hours please leave a message on the answer phone

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings
may be arrangedith the Team Officgcontact details above)
Other Pastoral Matters & Reconciliation (Confession)
please contact one of the clergtelephone numbers above)

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the @ditgys, the
the Parochial Church Council, or of any authoritative body of the Church of Eng

yland

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of
StMaryandStNicolafrestbury Cheltenhé&megistered Charity No 1130933

continued inside backezov

Cover Picture : St Mary & Church
from a Christmas Card of 1954 by Bernard Parkin
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A Normal Christmas?

N THE WORDSof a seasonal jingl&so, here it is, Merry Christmaiyedé
I having fun...look to the futut®, ito n | y joAfseithe lyeamgwde Bad,
there is a sense in which Christmas cannot come soon enough; decoration
are being put up even earlier than usual, shops are full of seasonal chintz, a
the Government want us to have as close to normal a iStmas as we can in
the circumstances. Christmas for many is the light at the end of the tunnel o
the second Lockdown.

This Christmas we have much to reflect upon; not least the sobering reality of how
many people have died, and the disruption, bereavémeneliness and isolation
which have characterised most of 2020, and we shall undoubtedly have a renews
appreciation of everything traditionally associated with the season of good will; famil
food, friendship and warmth. There is a determination, eala desperation this year
that Christmas ismormahk and yet the further we reflect, the more we realise sadly
that loneliness, isolation, poverty and sickness is, and always hasitmesrabfor far

too many people, at this or any other time of yedf.the pandemic has taught us
anything at all, it has taught us the need to be together, to care for, and to love one
another- and so it shines a bright searchlight of judgement on our past failures to dc
S0, as a nation and as individuals.

We long for Christmas, we long for the familiar; we seek reassurance and comfort ir
family, friends, and in social rituals. We want it to be normal, and nice for the
children, we want a break from the bleak grey misery of disease and social distanc
But there is, | submit, more to it than this. At the root of our longing for@ermab
Christmas this year there is a deeper and more universal lor@gsigply to know love.
Many adults like to pretend that Christmas is just for children, and they go to grest
extraordinary lengths to make it special for them. The truth of the matter is that
Christmas is for all of us, and in fact the older and more jaded we are, the more we nee
to hear the true message of Christmas, the Arggg above the seasonal noise

The Christmas story proclaims the birth of a love stronger than death, not as an idea
but as a human child. Born in poverty, raised in obscurity, recognised for what he wa
only by other outsiders, and after a brief flourishing executed in his prim¢éhby
State.In this birth, in this life, in this death, and what happened aftesrteabasfound

the true meaning of Christmas, and indeed of life itskibokto the future, its only just
begun... The truth of Christmas and the truth of Easter are @@and the same. Love
conquers, love wins. Love is at the heart of reality. The light of Jesus the Christ shine
from the manger, from the Cross, and from the Empty Tomb. This transcendent light
shines in the deepest darkness of our world, and the darkmassot overcome it.

So however normal, or abnormal your Christmas is this year, please know that yot
are not alone, know that you are loved; after all, the first Christmas was hardly
mormabfor Mary and Joseph, and baby Jesus!

Fr Robert Wright
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