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A Reflection on Money and Justice 

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 

wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.      1 Timothy 6.10 

 

HIS IS ONE of those passages which often gets people a little hot and 

bothered. Both those who have money and those who have none. For 

me, this is one of the most helpful passages to help answer that 

question, ‘Why is there suffering in the world?’ 

A quick story, “A man was sitting on a bench chatting to God and the man asked, 

‘When are you going to stop the suffering in the world?’ and God replied, ‘I was going 

to ask you the same thing.’” 

So much suffering is in the world and so often people want the ‘quick fix’ or someone 

else to step in and sort things out. The crazy thing is the solution to the suffering of 

the world is within our power to solve. 

This section of Timothy teaches us that it is our own desire to be rich which keeps 

us unhappy and the world pierced with grief. It is our own desire to hold onto 

excessive wealth that keeps others in trouble. As a ‘western civilisation’ we keep the 

rest of the world in a form of indentured servitude and we exploit the world’s 

resources to keep ourselves in a standard of living that we have become familiar with. 

This is our love of money, our love of comfort. 

When we are looking for the roots of evil in the world then we must look inwardly 

and ask ourselves if our misplaced love might be one of the things causing the 

problems. Are we eager for justice, peace and love, or are we eager for money and 

ourselves? 

When we ask, ‘Why is there suffering in the world?’ we need to face the scary reality 

the answer might be, ‘Me’. So how might we stop suffering? We can use our money 

in ways which bring about a more just society. Not solely locally, but globally. We 

have it within our ability to help others, to see the pain in the world and bring about 

healing. 

I don’t know what your thoughts are on the church, faith and whether you think that 

the church is just after your money? But the truth I see in the gospel is one where 

faith seeks to inspire believers to use all they have to bring the love of God into 

everyday reality. 

As you reflect on this passage and what it means to you, I ask that you spend a few 

moments to think or pray about how you might use whatever level of wealth you 

have to bring about something of love, justice and peace to a hurting world. 

Revd Tom 
  

T 
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St Mary’s Flower Arrangers 

Diane Singleton has announced she wishes to step down from being St Mary’s Wedding 

Flowers Co-ordinator, a job she has held very efficiently for the past nine years, and found 

very rewarding. 

St Mary’s Flower Arrangers are now looking for someone who has experience in Flower 

Arranging, or knows of someone who has, and would be prepared to take over from 

Diane. 

At this point in time St Mary’s Flower Arrangers are sadly unable to offer a Wedding 

Flower Service for weddings during 2021.  

Do please give this request some serious thought.  

Thank you.  Sheila Beer. Tel. 373372 

 

 

 

 

  ADS 
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Introducing the Revd Iain McLaren 

As some of you may know Iain has joined the URC in Cheltenham. He was inducted into the 

Cheltenham United Reformed Church Pastorate (Prestbury URC, St Andrew’s URC and The Church 

in Warden Hill) on 16 January in a Zoom service. 

Iain introduces himself thus: 

 

Despite my Scottish name, I have spent most of my life living in the Thames Valley. I was 

born in 1963 in Windsor, but moved to Wokingham at the age of 4. Though both of my 

parents were born in England, I had a Scottish grandmother and it was through her 

influence that I came into the United Reformed Church via the Presbyterian Church of 

England. 

I was educated at St Crispin’s School, Wokingham, and at St Catherine’s College, Oxford, 

where I studied History and French. After university I trained as an accountant and 

embarked upon a career in local government finance, working for Hampshire County 

Council and the London Boroughs of Ealing, Hounslow and Hackney.  

Between 2000 and 2002 I took a career break to work with Voluntary Service Overseas in 

Zambia. It was while in Zambia that I met my wife and acquired two Zambian stepchildren. 

We did not have long together, however, for at the end of 2003 my wife was killed in a 

road accident. Overnight I became a widower and single parent. It was a difficult time and I 

am grateful for the many people who supported me through it. The experience has 

informed the way in which I seek to minister to the bereaved. 

After years of being challenged to test a call to ministry, I undertook theological training at 

Mansfield College, Oxford, where I gained the dubious distinction of being the last ever 

URC ordinand to be trained by the college.  

In 2010 I was ordained and inducted to serve the Trinity group of Dulwich Grove URC, 

Camberwell Green URC and the Copleston Centre Church (URC/C of E), a multicultural 

pastorate in south London. I was 

inducted to Cheltenham URC in 

January 2021. 

I look forward to building 

relationships between St Andrew’s, 

Prestbury and the Church in Warden 

Hill and the wider community in 

Cheltenham. I particularly value the 

opportunities for ecumenical working 

afforded by our links with the 

Church of England via The Church in 

Warden Hill. It is by working 

together that we give witness to the 

unity of all God’s people. 

Iain McLaren 
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NEW MONEY FOR OLD 

 

Athens, Attica, silver tetradrachm c. 450 - 404 BC 

 

Coins are where art, commerce, symbolism, propaganda and history meet. The earliest 

coins are thought to be Lydian or Ancient Greek from before 600 BC. A lump of gold, 

silver or copper of an agreed weight and impressed with a design rapidly became a standard 

means of payment in the Greek world and beyond.  All money depends upon a degree of 

trust in its worth and is therefore fiduciary, to use that expressive word. 

Many coins tell a story and so I have chosen as examples two very different silver pieces 

which do just that. The first is the famous Athenian tetradrachm produced in the state of 

Attica. On one side, the obverse, there is the armed head of Athena in a crested helmet 

with horse-hair plume. On the reverse there is an image of the owl sacred to Athena, a 

crescent moon and an olive branch. The downward capital letters spell Α Θ Ε , an 

abbreviation for ‘of the Athenians’. This hammered silver coin of four drachmas is said to 

have represented about a month’s wages for a labourer in Athens at the time or a week’s 

pay for a soldier. The silver mines were at Laurion, in Attica, and the old workings there 

can still be traced.  Although the coin has been described as ‘a fine example of Classical art’, 

the grim work of mining the silver itself was apparently done by slaves and is depicted on at 

least one vase-painting,  

The power of Athens and the currency of the silver tetradrachm was so widespread in the 

Fifth Century BC and later that the coin and its variants were struck in large quantities over 

a long period and travelled far, as we know from various hoards distributed across the 

Ancient World. A number of the coins have test cuts made in them to check that they 

were silver throughout. The coin is now a collector’s item and sells for between about 

£350 and £1,500, depending on condition, image, weight and quality of strike.  

For centuries, coins were hammered and we now move to one of the first milled coins 

produced in Britain. It is also said to be the first to bear a commoner’s head, that of Oliver 

Cromwell dated 1658/7. Less than ten years after Charles I had been executed, Cromwell 

himself had refused the crown but here is his head, laureate like that of a Roman emperor, 

on a silver crown coin worth five shillings.  
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Oliver Cromwell Crown 1658/7 

 

Apart from the portrait bust by Thomas Simon, the Latin legend or inscription is an 

interesting one: OLIVAR  D G R P ANG SCO HIB &c PRO meaning: Oliver by the Grace 

of God Protector of the Republic of England Scotland and Ireland. The challenging legend 

on the reverse (PAX QUAERITUR BELLO) means ‘Peace is sought by War’.  

On the edge of the coin is a dire warning also in Latin to anyone who might be tempted to 

shave or clip some silver from the coin. HAS NISI PERITURUS MIHI ADIMAT NEMO: On 

pain of death let no one remove these [letters] from me. A very fine example of this 

historic crown will currently set you back around £8,000 – 10,000. Furthermore, a 

significantly rare example of a Cromwell gold broad coin worth fifty shillings (£2.50) in its 

time recently reached a hammer price of £380,000 at auction. With fees and VAT, that’s 

nearly half a million modern pounds.  

Oliver Cromwell died on 3 September 1658 and was succeeded by his son Richard, who 

had none of his father’s zeal, steel or authority. Indeed, his nicknames were Tumbledown 

Dick and Queen Dick. Consequently, in 1660, the monarchy was restored and Charles II 

duly counted this as the twelfth year of his reign, since he did not recognise the 

interregnum of Commonwealth or Cromwell. Charles’s later crown coins bear witness on 

the edge to this royal insistence, as 1663 falls in the fifteenth year of his reign (ANNO 

REGNI XV) and so on. 

Moving rapidly on to the decimal coinage introduced in 

1971, there is the 50 pence piece from 1973 which 

welcomed the UK to the EEC with a ring of nine joined 

hands and in 2020 the commemorative 50p with which we 

left the EU.  As a traditionalist, I am not so keen on the 

recent populist coins which elevate Elton John and Mrs 

Tiggywinkle, for example, to coins of the realm but I was 

intrigued to see the Queen on the obverse of the 

bimetallic two pound 2016 coin commemorating Shakespeare’s quatercentenary and his 

tragedies with a skull and rose on the reverse. It made for a strangely unspendable and 

modern memento mori.   

 



March 2021  Prestbury Parish Magazine 
 

~ 8 ~ 

Otherwise, how easy it is to spend money and how hard it is to earn. One of my favourite 

short poems about expenditure is by the American poet, Robert Frost: 

                                      The Hardship of Accounting 

                                            Never ask of money spent 

                                            Where the spender thinks it went. 

                                            Nobody was ever meant 

                                            To remember or invent 

                                            What he did with every cent. 

More than once I have committed this verse to memory and I try to recall it, especially if I 

have just inexplicably spent some extravagant sum on an old coin and what is therefore no 

longer legal tender.  

Duncan Forbes 

P.S. NEVER clean old (or new) coins as it can reduce their value considerably. 

 

MONEY CODE SPACE 

The hidden power of Bitcoin, Blockchain and Decentralisation  

Your editor very kindly drew attention in the previous issue of this magazine to the 

forthcoming publication of my first book which will surface very soon. I shall be in my 92nd 

year. My eldest grandson has recently had his first book published at the age of 29, my age 

in reverse order! He is an Adjunct Fellow of the Institute for Culture and Society, Western 

Sydney University. The book, “MONEY CODE SPACE” by Dr Jack Parkin is published by 

Oxford University Press and has been accepted by universities throughout the world. 

Matthew Zook at the University of Kentucky writes: “Jack Parkin’s book expertly integrates 

the fields of financial and digital geographies. It is an excellent piece of scholarship and highly 

recommended for those studying the construction of financial and digital spaces.” It retails 

at £60 (hardback) and I cannot understand a single word of it! Is Bitcoin to be the currency 

of the future? We shall see. 

When I was Jack’s age much of the currency I used was in art form. All cash earned was 

ploughed back into improving our home, educating our children and enhancing our business 

with the very best of cameras and equipment. When our adopted charities came knocking 

on the door they were fed, not with cash but with drawings, photographs and designs. 

These were usually auctioned at prestigious events in London to which my wife and I were 

invited. It was always exciting to see the “big spenders” out-bidding each other and the final 

figure going through the roof. 

There was constant demand for design work, Christmas cards, invitations, posters, tea- 

towels, et cetera. Over the years there is no telling how much money they made when sold 

in the thousands for various charities. Certainly the figure would have been substantial. 

I must stress that all I did was to provide the means to make money, I did not part with any. 

My currency was artwork. It is the generosity of others who parted with the cash, 

sometimes in huge sums, who are to be applauded. 

Bernard Parkin  
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PRESTBURY WI 

On February 14th Prestbury WI turned 100! Under normal circumstances we would have 

enjoyed a big celebration, but as this was not to be.  Our committee decided it would be a 

great idea to decorate our own front windows with a poster along with our own 

decorative contribution. These are a few I came across on over half term but I’m sure there 

were more.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also put together a little quiz along with a short history of how Prestbury WI started all 

those years ago, which was very interesting and provided many new facts about our great 

organisation. To top it off, everyone was given a celebratory pin badge to mark the 

occasion, which was a lovely surprise.  

For further information contact Hilary Brick – 01242 517964  
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OAKLEY FARM AONB 

UP TO 250 DWELLINGS HERE? 

 

 

 

The theme for this month’s magazine is ‘Money’ and, as readers may be aware, an 

application has been made by Robert Hitchins Limited for a development of up to 250 

dwellings on the site known as Oakley Farm. It is designated as an Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty and numerous eloquent objections to the application were lodged before 

the deadline of 29 January 2021, although I believe that objections are now being received 

until further notice.  

If you want to know more, the Friends of the Oakley Farm Pastures Slopes has a highly 

informative, helpful and attractive website devoted to the subject which is well worth 

visiting at www.oakleyfarmpastures.wixsite.com   It also provides a link to the Cheltenham 

Borough Council website which contains full details of the application. 

 

 

Meanwhile, here is the body of the letter and email which I sent to CBC: 

 

OAKLEY FARM, AONB 

20/01069/OUT | Outline application for development comprising of up to 250 residential 

dwellings including provision of associated infrastructure, ancillary facilities, open space and 

landscaping, demolition of existing buildings and formation of new vehicular access from 

Harp Hill. All matters reserved except for means of access to site from Harp Hill. | Oakley 

Farm Priors Road Cheltenham Gloucestershire GL52 5AQ 

 

http://www.oakleyfarmpastures.wixsite.com/
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I am writing to object to the above application. 

Many compelling and cogent objections have already been made to this outline application 

and for very good reasons.  In particular, the Council for the Protection for Rural England 

(CPRE) and the Friends of Oakley Farm Pastures Slopes (FOFPS) have written most 

pertinently and eloquently in their comments and objections. I should like to endorse these 

objections and rather than repeat them all in other terms I should like to summarise my 

main objections as follows. 

The site is a designated Area of Outstanding Beauty. If that entity is to mean anything then 

the terms ‘Area’, ‘Outstanding’, ‘Natural’ and ‘Beauty’ need to be properly emphasised and 

appreciated. There is no justification in replacing here or elsewhere an AONB with a 

development such as that proposed. Such changes tend to be irreparable.  

Although human experts can point to irreversible human damage, wildlife cannot be 

consulted about the irrevocable loss of their precious natural habitat. The proposal for up 

to 250 human habitations would inevitably affect wildlife in the area adversely and 

irreplaceably. 

Building up to 250 dwellings on a limited space would do nothing to improve the look of 

what is in effect an outstandingly attractive piece of countryside within the town and in 

clear sight of Cheltenham and its Circular Walk. The term development itself is a relatively 

neutral word and others may see the proposal in other terms. 

If the development were to be allowed, then there would be yet further and serious traffic 

congestion on Harp Hill, Greenway Lane and Prior’s Road at least. The proposed exit from 

the estate onto Harp Hill looks utterly inadequate and intrusive and pedestrians on Harp 

Hill are already remarkably ill-served. Greenway Lane/Harp Hill has already become a 

short-cut and ‘rat-run’ for traffic travelling to and from the A40. The proposed 

development would only make matters much worse. 

Up to 250 new dwellings would add very considerably to pressure on local amenities, such 

as schools, health centres, doctors, shops, etc.  

As someone who has lived in Cheltenham from 1974 to 1993 and returned to live in 

Prestbury from 2010, I object most emphatically to the prospect of up to 250 residential 

dwellings on the site. One of the significant and regrettable changes we have noticed to the 

town over time has been the relatively rapid development of urban and suburban sprawl 

visible both in the town itself and from the escarpment and surrounding hills. This proposed 

development would remove yet another valued space in what is, and should remain in 

perpetuity, an area of outstanding natural beauty. Put that term in capitals AONB and it should 

also have legally protected status which the present application, if approved, could only erode.  

If this AONB were to be compromised, then it would set a precedent for others to 

become similarly at risk.  

Any persons, firm or company fortunate enough to purchase or own such a designated 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty should surely have a duty to maintain it as stewards for 

posterity.  

Yours sincerely, 

      Duncan Forbes  
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15th February 1971 - Decimal Day!  

It’s been 50 years since the UK switched to decimal currency. I was only 7 when this 

happened, so the only pre-decimal coins I really knew were the penny, the threepenny bit 

(my weekly pocket money) and the sixpence piece (found in the Christmas pudding). There 

were 240 pennies to a pound, and large paper notes.  

In the weeks leading up to ‘D-Day’ the country was swamped with newspaper and 

television articles about the ‘new’ money, and we school children had lessons in which we 

coloured charts and played with cardboard coins and practised buying things with old 

money and getting the change in the new decimal coins. There were also conversion charts 

issued to every household, and tea towels, mugs and even teapots were sold with the 

conversion tables printed on them. 

5 coins were introduced, all marked ‘new pence’ They were - ½p, 1p, 2p, 5p and 10p 

Over the intervening years we have had several additions / deletions to the coinage.  

in 1980 the sixpence was withdrawn (this had been retained as useful for paying tube fares).  

in 1982 the word ‘new’ was dropped from the coins and a 20p piece was introduced.  

in 1983 a £1 coin arrived (round at first).  

in 1984 the ½p coin was withdrawn 

in 1988 the paper £1 note was phased out completely and the £2 coin arrived.  

in 1990 the 5p coin arrived 

in 2017 the round £1 coin was replaced by a 12-sided two-tone coin, and characters of 

the Beatrix Potter stories appeared on 50p coins 

Banknotes have changed a lot too –  

after D-Day there were paper notes in denominations of £1, £5, £10, £20 and £50.  

These were eventually replaced by smaller versions, and then - 

in 2016 a plastic £5 note was launched.  

In 2017 the paper £5 was withdrawn and a plastic £10 note was introduced. 

In 2018 the paper £10 note was withdrawn. 

in 2019 the plastic £20 note arrived.  

The paper £20 is due to be withdrawn this year, and a plastic £50 note is due. 

The plastic notes are more flexible, without tearing so easily, and are ‘supposed’ to be able 

to withstand an accidental spin in the washing machine … Unfortunately, they have a 

tendency to stick together, so care must be taken to ensure you only give away one at a 

time! 

Since the Covid-19 pandemic began, cash is being used less and less. Most shops ask you to 

pay by card, taxi drivers have a card reader you can pay with and even my window cleaner 

asks me to pay by card! 

I have a £10 note in my purse which has been there since 17th March last year - I took it 

out of the cashpoint on the way to work that morning as it was my friend’s birthday, and 

we were going out to lunch. We got sent home at 10am that morning, so we never made it 

to lunch, and the note is still there.  

I may get it framed, as a reminder of the ‘Good Old Days’!   
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How times have changed … 

In 1971 the UK Inflation rate was 8.6% 

the average house price was £5,632 

a gallon of petrol cost 33p 

a pint of beer cost 15p 

a loaf of bread cost 9p 

a pint of milk cost 5p 

Jackie Smith 

 

 

They rest in St Mary’s churchyard 

Choristers are not always remembered in our churches. At St Mary’s there is an exception. On 

a brass plaque in the choir stalls it is recorded that George James Barnett Sumption sang 

in the choir for 50 years, quite a record. But George is also remembered as the start of the 

Sumption dynasty which ran our Post Office for 140 years. 

George was born in Cheltenham in 1850. He was married to Mary at St Mary’s by the Revd 

John Edwards in 1875. In 1879 he was appointed Sub Postmaster for the village and his 

Receiving Office was set at The Laurels on the Prestbury Road.    

By 1881 he and Mary were living at Prescot, no 11 Deep Street.  

In the Census of 1891 George and Mary are recorded with three sons, two daughters, a 

servant and a lodger living in the High Street, which some may remember as a grocery and 

the village Post Office, until 1964.  

Felix, the youngest son, was married to Ethel Graham by the Revd Henry Urling-Smith at 

St Mary’s on the 17th April 1911.  Felix’s occupation is given as a Postman. 

George died rather suddenly on Sunday 28 March 1915, aged 64 years. He was described in 

the Cheltenham press as one best known and most respected inhabitants of the village. The 

Revd Urling-Smith was still the Vicar. 

Mary, who had concentrated on the postal business whilst George was a book binder, died 

on the 30th July 1924. 

Felix took over as Postmaster and held the position until 1958. He died on 11th July 1959. 

His burial service was conducted by the Revd Norman Kent.  Ethel followed two years 

after him, in July 1963. 

I was surprised to find my mother’s burial is on the same page as Felix in the parish 

records. In this case her service was conducted by the Curate, the late Revd Gordon 

Ruming. In July 2016 Gordon came to the village and met up with some of his old friends at 

Capel Court. He lived near to Plymouth where he died last year. 

Tony Noel 

Prestbury Local History Society 
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Diary 

Most of our events have been suspended, postponed or cancelled because of the Covid-19 

outbreak. TEA WITH TOM is every Wednesday at 11.00 am via Zoom.  This is a light 

hearted time to have a drink and a cake from the comfort of your home.  Our church 

buildings are open for public worship on Sundays and occasional stewarded private prayer 

at set times (see northchelt.org.uk for times) and closed at all other times.   

A Sunday Service is streamed on the internet each week.  These and other services are 

recorded so may be accessed later by those who cannot watch them live.  You may find 

details of these on our website and on the team’s YouTube page –  

https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry 

Go to  www.northchelt.org.uk for the latest news. 

 

TALKS WITH TOM 

I would like to invite you to ‘Talks with Tom’. This will 

be a safe space for guided conversations about some 

of the challenging subjects facing the church at this 

time. Throughout my faith journey, I have been 

attracted to the questions that seemed to go 

unaddressed in church. I am passionate about helping 

other people to learn and navigate these more tricky 

areas of discipleship and faith. If you would like to join me as we work through these 

subjects together I would love to see you. 

‘Talks With Tom’ will be monthly on Zoom on the first Sunday evening of each month from 

19:45 to 21:00. See weekly notice sheet for details. 

 March 7th:  Do you have to be rich to be ethical? 

Revd Tom Cook 
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From the Registers 

Prestbury   

Funerals    

January 12 Colin Marsh Crematorium 

  15 Williams Nicholls Crematorium 

  22 Rosemary Cox Crematorium 

  27 Bridget Cannon Crematorium 

Burials of ashes    

January 15 Desmond Weeks St Mary 

        

Swindon Village   

Funerals    

January 18 Bryn Jones Crematorium 

  20 Frances Bonnette St Lawrence 

Burial    

January 20 Frances Bonnette St Lawrence 

 

 

 

 

March 2021 Calendar 

SUNDAY 7   3rd Sunday of Lent 

SUNDAY 14   Mothering Sunday 

SUNDAY 21   5th Sunday of Lent 

SUNDAY 28   Palm Sunday  

  

 

Easter Services across the Team 

At the time of writing this (17th February), we are still waiting to hear how the 

Government will be bringing us out of lockdown, so we have worked out our Easter 

services based on the current restrictions.   However, if restrictions do lighten we may be 

able to offer more. See opposite for the services we are planning to hold in our churches as 

well as offering some online. Please note that these may change as time goes on, so keep a 

close eye on the website, www.northchelt.org.uk and our weekly News Sheet and social 

media. 
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Easter Services across the Team 

March    

SUN 28 0800 Said Eucharist with Blessing of the Palms St Mary 

  0800 Said Mass with Blessing of the Palms All Saints 

  0915 Holy Communion with Blessing of the Palms St Lawrence 

  0930 Said Eucharist with Blessing of the Palms St Nicolas 

  1030 Said Mass with Blessing of the Palms (streamed live) All Saints 

  1045 Holy Communion with Blessing of the Palms St Mary Magdalene 

  1100 Said Eucharist with Blessing of the Palms St Mary 

  1630 Celebrate! Online via Zoom Zoom 

  1830 Evening Prayer St Mary 

  1830 Evening Prayer St Lawrence 

  1830 Evening Service All Saints 

April    

Thu 1 1030 Service of the Word/Prayers St Mary 

  1115 Service of the Word/Prayers All Saints 

  1930 Sung Mass and Watch (streamed live) All Saints 

  2100 Watch at Altar of Repose  St Nicolas 

  2100 Watch at Altar of Repose  St Mary 

Fri 2 1030 Good Friday reflection (streamed live) St Nicolas 

  1030 Service at the Cross St Mary Magdalene 

  1200 Good Friday Meditation St Lawrence 

  1400 Celebration of the Lord's Passion St Mary 

  1400 Good Friday Liturgy All Saints 

   Pre-recorded video to be premiered - Journey to the Cross 

  1630 Celebrate! All age service - tbc as to whether on Zoom or at St Mary 

Sat 3 2000 Paschal Liturgy and First Mass of Easter (streamed live) All Saints 

  2100 Paschal Liturgy and First Eucharist of Easter St Mary 

SUN 4 0600 Dawn Celtic Communion  St Mary's Churchyard 

  0800 Said Eucharist for Easter Day St Mary 

  0800 Said Eucharist for Easter Day All Saints 

  0915 Holy Communion for Easter Day St Lawrence 

  0930 Said Eucharist for Easter Day (streamed live) St Nicolas 

  1030 Said Mass for Easter Day (streamed live) All Saints 

  1045 Holy Communion for Easter Day St Mary Magdalene 

  1100 Said Communion for Easter Day St Mary 

  1830 Evening Prayer St Mary 

  1830 Evening Prayer St Lawrence 

  1830 Evening Service All Saints 
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Arguing with God 

ONAH WAS SWALLOWED by a whale” (strictly speaking it was a large 

fish). We all know that, but how did it come about?    

The book of Jonah begins with God instructing Jonah to go and preach to Nineveh, 

a great and wicked city. Jonah was unwilling to say the least, and took a ship in the opposite 

direction. A bad idea: “the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea… the ship threatened to 

break up” Jonah 1.4,   and Jonah was finally thrown overboard by the terrified crew.   God 

was far from finished with his prophet, and after 3 days inside the giant fish Jonah found 

himself back on dry land, faced with a repeated command to go and preach to Nineveh. 

Never was there a more unwilling missionary, but he met with surprising success.  “The 

people of Nineveh believed God, they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put 

on sackcloth…  God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring 

upon them, and he did not do it.” Jonah 3.5-10.  

Far from sharing God’s pleasure in the repentance of Nineveh, Jonah had really wanted to 

see the Ninevites suffer. “This was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry.  And he 

prayed to the Lord and said… ‘Is not this what I said when I was still in my own country? 

That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious God and 

merciful’” Jonah 4.1b-2.   Without waiting for a reply, the disappointed prophet went and 

sat down in a comfortable spot outside the city where he could watch the destruction he 

still hoped for. 

Most Christians would say that Jonah’s attitude was wrong. We might be more sympathetic 

to the approach of Abraham when Sodom, another wicked city, was likewise threatened 

with divine destruction. Unlike Jonah, Abraham was horrified at the thought of the few 

righteous inhabitants perishing along with the rest. He engaged in a sort of reverse auction 

with God to allow the city to be saved for the sake of an ever-decreasing minority of good 

people. “‘Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city… suppose forty are found 

there…  suppose ten are found there.’ He answered, ‘For the sake of ten I will not destroy 

it’” Genesis 18.24–32.  (The narrative might almost make us suspect that God thought that 

way all along).  

But never mind what we think, what does the Bible show us of God’s attitude to the 

arguer?  Even Jonah, with his obstinate refusal to abandon his hatred of Nineveh, does not 

incur the wrath of God. He does not get his way, but is led patiently towards reconsidering 

his bitterness.  It is a hard for him, and the story ends with a question mark about whether 

he ever did change his mind. But God was not ready to abandon him.   

The unknown author of Jonah seems to take it for granted that God is not offended by 

honest protest. His message to righteous readers now as then is a challenge. We are 

unlikely to be faced with a city full of penitent sinners, but there may well be individuals or 

whole groups about whom we can find nothing good to say. Do we continue to pray for 

them, and hope for change?  or have we written them off for good? 

Beryl Elliott 

Bible texts are from NRSV  

 “J 
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Safeguarding Officer 

Linda Biggs 07783 019902 
 

Parish Magazine 
Editor: (vacancy)  contact 515941 

magazine@prestbury.net 

Advertising & Sales: Richard Johnson 224823 
advertising@prestbury.net 

St Mary’s C of E (VA) Schools 

Executive Head Teacher : Mr Matt Fletcher 
Junior School:  244387 

Infant School:  244054 

Hall Letting 
Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane 239590 

prestbury.hall@prestbury.net 

St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane 244373 
stnicolas.hall@prestbury.net 

Parish Giving Scheme 
76 Kingsholm Road, 

Gloucester  GL1 3BD 0333 002 1260 
info@parishgiving.org.uk 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine is usually published on the last Sunday of the month. 

The deadline for copy is usually the Sunday 2 weeks before this, but  

during these Covid times there may be scope for some flexibility. 

Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’ 

2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN 

or preferably by email to magazine@prestbury.net 

 

April Magazine Deadline:   

Sunday, 14 March 2021 

April Theme:  Confectionary 
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