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robert.wright@northchelt.org.uk 

 

Revd George Davis  702890 

The Rectory, Rectory Lane, Swindon Village 
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jennifer.wood@northchelt.org.uk 

 

Reader 
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Matthieu Allison 255508 
matt.allison@prestbury.net 

Clare Wyatt 510413 
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Jackie Smith 07593 444023 
jackie.smith@prestbury.net 

Brian Wood 515941 
brian.wood@prestbury.net 
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Stella Caney 676143 
stella.caney@northchelt.org.uk 
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Gerald Hawke 226242 
gerald.hawke@northchelt.org.uk 

 

  

Team Office admin@northchelt.org.uk 01242 244373 
St Nicolas Church, Swindon Lane, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL50 4PA 

The office is usually open Monday to Friday 09.00-12.00 

Outside these hours please leave a message on the answer phone 
 

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings 

may be arranged with the Team Office (contact details above) 

Other Pastoral Matters & Reconciliation (Confession) 

please contact one of the clergy (telephone numbers above) 
 

 

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Editors, the Clergy, 
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Celebrations 

Your editor gives the theme for this month’s story as celebrations so he’s obviously hoping 

for more than one. 

We have all enjoyed masses of celebrations throughout our lives, especially if you are as old 

as me! But when you think about it there is one celebration that concerns us all and is 

paramount and that is the celebration of the Holy Eucharist. 

When I was 20 I had the good fortune to be trained as a server at St Mary’s, a position that 

lasted from 1950 until I married and moved out of the village in 1955. Two of my fellow 

servers were Bob Frost, who moved to Prestbury from Birmingham as a schoolboy before 

the war, and Jack Chamberlain who farmed at Home Farm, the wisteria-covered house at 

Fourways. Both Bob and Jack also wielded the censor with reverence and expertise. 

I remember one Christmas at Midnight Mass Jack was detailed to waft the incense over all 

and sundry. There was much thicker smoke to the incense then and it took longer to 

disperse - it was made by the monks at Prinknash Abbey. 

We had spent the evening helping to ring the handbells around the village and at 11:15pm 

repaired up into the tower to ring the bells proper for the midnight service. Jack always 

rose very early in order to milk his herd of 40 cows so by the time 9:30pm came he was 

extremely tired and, wherever he was he usually fell asleep. By midnight he was out on his 

feet. However, being a devout Christian, nothing was going to stop him doing his duty on 

this most important day in the church’s calendar. 

Seeing Jack standing on the chancel steps, through a haze of incense, censor in hand, flinging 

it towards the congregation was a sight deeply engraved in my memory. It seemed as if his 

feet were glued to the steps and the censor and its chain were all part of his arm. He 

swayed so far forward and backward from the vertical everyone seemed to sway with him, 

the choir and I certainly did! It was a miracle he was able to turn around and glide back to 

the altar. If ever there was an example of Divine Intervention that was it! 

 

Others I would like to add here are Thanksgiving celebrations for very good friends and I 

have selected three names that are well known. First of all the celebration for the life of: 

Terry Biddlecombe 

Terry died in January 2014 aged 73 after a long illness. His memorial service was in the 

panoramic restaurant at the top of the Cheltenham racecourse grandstand. It was attended 

by about 300 of his friends and admirers and where jockeys who rode with him in the 50s, 

60s and 70s each gave an amusing and poignant eulogy. 

Terry Biddlecombe was frequently laid-up with injury. He broke no less than 29 bones in 

his body and suffered plenty of other injuries during his time as a jockey otherwise he 

would have been champion more than the three times he claimed the title. Nothing 

stopped his laughter and the ability to make others laugh and that included the Queen and 

Queen Mother. The latter loved him to bits. Here is a quote from his funeral order-of-service: 

“He was a unique man who lived his days to the full. Despite his wicked sense of humour, 

he was a giver and enriched the lives of others. His passion for fun was infectious!” 



October 2021  Prestbury Parish Magazine 
 

~ 2 ~ 

Now the celebration for the life of: 

Lord John Oaksey 

John died in September 2012 aged 83. His service was at St Paul’s Church, Knightsbridge 

where, before he became John Baghot de la Bere, vicar of Prestbury, he was John Edwards 

curate at St Paul’s, Knightsbridge. It was at this fine building in Belgravia that my 

grandparents worshipped when they lived close to the church between 1879 and 1899. My 

Aunt Lucy was christened there in 1887. 

I had visited St Paul’s many times and listened to choirs and orchestras rehearsing for 

concerts there later in the day but I never had the opportunity to attend a service. John 

Oaksey’s passing enabled me, at last, to do so. 

John’s father will be remembered as being the presiding judge at the Nuremberg trials of 

Nazi war criminals. John himself is famous for being twice champion amateur steeplechase 

jockey and also for founding The Injured Jockeys Fund in 1964. In his order-of-service there 

is but one quote and it is this: 

“A man’s reach must exceed his grasp 

  Or what is heaven for?” 

 

Finally the Thanksgiving celebration for the life of  

Dick Francis 

Dick died in June 2010 aged 90 and a celebration for his life took place at the church of 

St Martin-in-the-Fields, Trafalgar Square. 

A best-selling thriller-writer in retirement, Dick was champion steeplechase jockey in 1954 

and our friendship began at that time. I had the pleasure of being his technical advisor for 

the 19th of his 42 books. It was titled REFLEX and was all about a racing photographer. 

Both he and his wife Mary learned how to print and develop film in my Woodmancote 

darkroom and Mary became so proficient she turned professional! 

The service at St Martin’s was as much a musical concert as a religious service. Tony 

Bennett sang “I left my heart in San Francisco”, Pink Champagne sang “Chattanooga Choo 

Choo” and Anthony Andrews sang “Oh what a beautiful morning”. There was also a video 

tribute from Larry Adler playing music from Genevieve on his mouth-organ and “Winner 

takes it all” by Abba. These musical renderings were interspersed with music played on his 

harp by Eugenio Leon, who, with his great instrument, was flown over from Grand Cayman 

where he, Dick and Mary lived. 

The after-service party was held at the Goring Hotel close to Buckingham Palace Mews. 

This was a favourite hotel of the Queen Mother for whom Dick almost won the 1956 

Grand National on Devon Loch. If you remember (and who doesn’t?) the horse spread-

eagled itself just before the winning post with the race as good as won*. 

The quote at the end of the order of service was: 

MAY I DEAL WITH HONOUR 

MAY I ACT WITH COURAGE 

MAY I ACHIEVE HUMILITY 
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A brother (far left) from Mirfield Priory conducted a Mission in conjunction with St Mary’s 

in 1951. Bob Frost carried the cross to lead a procession around Lynworth Estate which 

4 years beforehand had been cornfields. Jack Chamberlain (hidden) was banner-bearer and I 

was server (to the left of Bob). Next to the banner is Len Jones, a chorister, behind him the 

vicar, Henry Wilmot Hill and the small face with spectacles next to him is choirmaster 

Derek Brown. Churchwarden Geoffrey Lake is on the right of the banner and the Sunday 

School with their banner is out in force. Music for marching and for the hymns was 

provided by Cheltenham Salvation Army band. 

 

Bernard Parkin 

 *  Search for “Grand National Devon Loch” on YouTube 

 to see a clip from Pathé News  

 

 

 

 

 

To all our friends in the North Cheltenham Team  

This comes with heartfelt thanks from myself and my family for the wonderful service held 

for my dear wife at St Nicolas.  My family said how conscious they all were at being 

surrounded by so much inspirational love and joy that day.  Di’s wish that ‘her friends 

would sing out for her’ was certainly fulfilled.   

God bless you all. 

    Fr Mike and family   
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CELEBRATIONS !! 

 

Everyone loves a reason to celebrate, and these celebrations can mark many diverse 

occasions - I personally have ‘celebrated’ -   

58 Christmases 

58 Birthdays 

59 Mother’s days 

29 Father’s days 

36 Wedding anniversaries 

and many more, miscellaneous occasions. 

When I was a child, birthdays were very different - my 

mum would arrange a ‘tea party’ for a few friends (usually about 7 or 8) after school, at our 

house. There would be sandwiches and crisps, coloured jelly and ice-cream and a cake. We 

would play games (pin the tail on the donkey, musical chairs / bumps / statues) and finish 

with Pass the Parcel, which had one prize only, and no sweets in every layer! 

As my friends left, they were given a party bag, typically containing a balloon, a small toy of 

some description (my mum always saved the cracker presents for this) some sweets, and 

maybe a slice of cake. 

I was always a bit miffed about my birthday as, it 

being in December, I always had to have an ‘indoor’ 

party, whilst my sister, whose birthday is in May, 

usually had a picnic in the park, or a trip to the 

swimming pool or even an animal park! Also, as my 

birthday is just two weeks before Christmas, I had a 

few aunts who would send me a ‘joint’ Birthday / 

Christmas present, and I had to go through the 

agony of deciding on which occasion to open them. 

As Christmas approached, it was time to make our 

‘list for Santa’. We were allowed to ask for one ‘big’ 

present and a few smaller presents. This done, we 

sent our lists up the chimney, and waited - hoping that we would get what we wanted.  

One particular year, I remember, I was desperate for a bike (red, with a basket on the 

front) and I tried really hard to be good, so that Santa would bring me my bike. Christmas 

morning came and I had several lovely presents - but no bike. “Maybe next year” my mum 

said, and I faced the prospect of being good for a whole year ….  On Boxing Day, we 

always went to my grandparents’ house (it was also their wedding anniversary) and that 

year we went, as usual. As we ate lunch, my Grandad said, “Oh, we have a parcel for you, 

Jackie. Santa couldn’t get it down your chimney, so he left it with us.”  

I raced into the front room (which was only ever used at Christmas) and …. Yes, there was 

my bike! 

Jackie Smith  
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Celebration of a life 

Earlier this week, peacefully in Norfolk, a family friend died.  Her daughter had ‘phoned my 

niece, who got in touch with me.  Maud, always Mrs Pat to us, was 99 last May, and had not 

been her old self for a year or two. 

When I first met her she had been coming to the house since Ian and Nicola were very 

small, and throughout their mother’s illness.  Once we were comfortable with each other 

she told me she couldn’t have felt worse if it had been her own daughter who had been 

lost.  When I married into the family dear Mrs Pat turned down a better offer, saying she 

wouldn’t leave us now.  I realised without really comprehending the immensity of what this 

meant - her support was vital to my confidence, and gave some continuity to the children. 

A small capable woman from a farming background, Mrs Pat would turn silently into the 

drive on her pushbike, smiling with pinny at the ready, and work steadily for as long as was 

needed, chatting as she went.  At lunchtime she’d lift the 3 year old onto the saddle for a 

ride to the gate.  She was a very good listener, and was reassuring without necessarily 

putting much into words.  I was expertly eased into my new role.   

Trust in her was absolute but the rewards must have sometimes seemed questionable  

Nicola’s best “pearl” ring (!) was calmly rescued from the loo, a year later the baby casually 

threw up over her shoulder, no matter.  Only when her first grandchild was stillborn did 

she give in to her own feelings, and even then her thoughts were that she was letting us 

down in taking time off to put her family first.  When she did return she was heartened by 

Nicola’s suggestion that maybe her old mummy was looking after the lost baby.  Smiles and 

tears in equal measure. 

We eventually embarked on the first of the Company moves but always wrote at 

Christmas.  When my (Norfolk) niece married a Methodist minister I registered on arrival 

at the wedding that this was “Pat’s chapel” and thought no further.  Walking in the aisle 

after the ceremony I couldn’t believe the faces in front of me - Pat and her daughter!  

Amazement all round that we should be at the same wedding:  after repeated squeals and 

hugs it emerged that the mother of the groom had known Pat for years, and from their 

viewpoint that my brother was the father of the bride. 

So it was that some years later Pat appeared at my brother’s funeral and was able to meet 

my latest daughter-in-law (they immediately hit it off) and new grandson.  It really helped 

the day along.   I could always feel at home with Pat, and there are not too many people I 

could say that of. 

I have emailed Kuala Lumpur to let the 54 year old toddler know there will be no more 

rides to the gate.  For myself I can only be thankful that Mrs Pat has found herself again, and 

I will always be grateful for everything she brought to us. 

Anya Jary 
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Not so much Wallace and Gromit’s ‘The Wrong Trousers’  

Rather in this instance….. No Trousers!! 

At 0445 hrs Angie and I left our hotel and started to walk up the street. Coming towards 

us down the centre of the road, was a very well dressed young man, wearing a white 

college blazer with scarlet trim and crested pocket, crisp white shirt, brightly coloured 

striped club tie, incongruously wearing striped rugby socks, no shoes and above which he 

disported only pink spotted boxer shorts and therefore ‘No Trousers’!  

This was not a complete surprise to us as, after all, this was Oxford and it was May 

Morning. The young man politely greeted us and then proceeded into The Oxford Union 

where an all-night party was still in progress. We continued on our way and met many 

young gentlemen in white tie and tails and young ladies in extravagant ball gowns. Some it 

must be said covered in mud or clinging to their bodies as obviously a swim in the 

Cherwell, to cool down, after all-night dancing was the order of the day.  

We continued on our way past crowded 

pubs serving breakfast and we grabbed a 

bacon butty from the cafe at the University 

Church.  All this had happened by just 05:00 

hrs. When we arrived below the Tower of 

Magdalen College we were able to climb 

onto a wall alongside the Botanical Gardens 

and there we waited as the crowds grew.  

Whilst here we were well entertained by a 

great variety of humanity in all types of 

attire, some wearing more than others on 

this freezing morning.  At about 06:00 the 

crowd had expanded to about 5000, 

according to The Oxford Mail, standing 

room only on Magdalen Bridge and The High 

alongside the college gates. 

With a roar the speakers mounted atop the 

tower burst into life and after the Dean of 

Magdalen welcomed the crowd the boys and 

girls of Magdalen School burst into a Latin 

hymn. (This was the first time in my life that I 

heard it clearly, without the wonders of 

modern technology, previous renditions had 

been lost in the wind. (Not that this clear 

broadcast aided my understanding of words, 

I had given up Latin at age 11.)  The Dean 

then preached a short sermon explaining the pagan origins of May Day and how over time 

the festival had been absorbed into the Christian traditions of the college.   
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Then at 06:20 the college gate burst open and with the rattling of bells, lusty beating of 

drums and blasts of brass instruments and the vibrant pitch of stringed instruments the 

Morris dancers issued forth and led the assembled throng into the various streets and 

squares and quads of the university. 

The pubs, cafes, restaurants and University church were doing a roaring trade, and it was 

still only 06:30 hrs!!!  

What a start to a day of celebration! 

John Moles 

 

 

A calm May Morning in Christchurch Meadows, Oxford 

Photograph by Angie Brassey 
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“The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; pray therefore  
the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest” 

Matthew 9 : 37-38 

 

 

 

The Prestbury United Charities 

REGISTERED CHARITY 202655 

Could you help this charity, PUC, which provides essentials for local people who are facing 

hardship, using money from our longstanding investments? 

PUC have a vacancy for a self-employed Clerk to the Trustees. 

If you are well organised, have some IT and bookkeeping experience and would like to 

work from home for approximately 10 hours a month at £15 an hour, please contact me 

for further details: 

wendy.price@puc.org.uk 
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HIPS AND KNEES HOORAH HOORAH  

 

 

 

‘The development of total knee-replacement began in 1890, when the German surgeon, 

Themistocles Gluck, surgically implanted the first primitive hinge joints made of ivory.’ 

In June 2019 when the Conservative Party was electing a new leader (remember that?), I 

had chosen to have joint-replacement surgery on my right knee. I had osteo-arthritis and it 

had been giving me increasing trouble since May 2015, when I had an arthroscopy and torn 

cartilage was removed. That operation left my right leg bent and the knee-joint in pain, as 

bone was now rubbing on bone when I walked. Medical term: knackered knee. 

Thanks to the excellent work of Professor Price, I emerged in 2019 with a replacement 

knee-joint and now I am walking properly again and coping with most things pedestrian. The 

whole process took about six weeks and there was no absolute guarantee that it would 

work or work perfectly. As many of you know, it involves pre-op, hospital, operation, 

recuperation, pain-killers, blood-thinners, surgical stockings, exercises, pills, physiotherapy 

and, as a pleasant extra, aquatherapy. Then it’s fresh air and exercise, initially walking with 

sticks or crutches. Six months on, I felt much better and a year later it seemed an excellent 

improvement. But it still doesn’t feel exactly like the same knee because it isn’t. The new 

one is made of metal and plastic. 

And now I’m looking after the intact left knee in the hope that I don’t have to go through 

the same again with the other leg. Meanwhile it’s hoorah for those who manufacture the 

best of these artificial knee- and hip-joints and for the skilful orthopaedic surgeons who fit 

them while we are under anaesthetic. What a capability that is, even though they think of it 

as a routine operation.  

Many of you will already know what I am talking about and why the freedom from knee or 

hip pain is such a modern cause for celebration. An arthroplasty is a wonder of modern 

medical science and inventive engineering. Numbers are hard to estimate but thousands of 

hips and knees are now replaced each year, even though the Coronavirus epidemic has 

delayed many procedures. It is said that almost a million hip and knee replacements are 

performed per year in the USA and in the UK the figure is estimated as above 180,000. 

According the National Joint Registry, whose records began in 2003, the three million mark 

for joint replacements in the UK was passed in 2019.  

A lot of weight is borne by the knee joints. If you try to research the topic online, you find 

sentences like this: ‘A two-dimensional static analysis of maximum voluntary isokinetic knee 

https://www.almuderis.com.au/knee-surgery/knee-arthroplasty/159-information/knee-arthroplasty-information
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extension with a single quadriceps muscle estimated peak tibiofemoral compressive forces 

up to 9 times body weight (×BW)’ (D’Lima et al. 2012). Generally speaking, however, it 

seems that at least three times your bodyweight is felt by your knees when you’re walking, 

and that’s why losing weight and exercise are regarded as so important for long-term 

health. 

In addition, having benefited from a right hip-resurfacing back in 2008 which freed her from 

intense pain, my wife Debbie has just had a left hip replacement and, seven weeks on, she is 

enjoying the manifold advantages of walking more freely again.  

It’s no longer only a matter of grin and bear it, alcohol and aspirin, wheelchair and whisky, 

ow, ow, ow, over and out. ‘Aye, yi, yi.’ My grandmother used to wince and moan as she 

walked with the aid of a stick and I now know why she was in such osteo-arthritic pain. 

Thanks to huge advances in medical science and engineering, the past forty years and more 

have seen a marked improvement in our quality of life and indeed longevity. Jubilate. 

Celebrations. Knees-up and Hip Hip Hooray. 

Duncan Forbes  

 

 

 

 

WOODMANCOTE BRIDGE CLUB 

has relocated to 

PRESTBURY HALL 

Bouncers Lane, Prestbury. 

We meet every Tuesday at 2pm 

New members welcome. 

 

For more information please contact 

Elizabeth Barker, Chair, by ehbarker25@gmail.com 

Bill Boyer, Treasurer, on 07840932662 
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Return of Live Music 

Glamping at the Southwell Folk Festival 

Musicians; singers and dancers were relieved to be back on stage at ‘The Gate Way to 

Southwell Folk Festival’. For many, this was the first time they had worked with live 

audiences in 18 months to two years.  Angie and I were fortunate enough to be there and 

what a super site it was alongside the lake at Kirtlington just north of Southwell.  It must be 

said that we have largely retired from camping under our own canvas and now treat 

ourselves to Glamping, namely a 5M Bell Tent fully equipped ready for us to move into on 

arrival. 

As well as the live performances on the three stages, there was a dance floor on-site and 

pubs in Southwell opened their courtyards to performers, all this is backed by a hectic 

programme of events to ensure these facilities were well used. 

We will leave the pictures on the opposite page, all taken by Angie, tell the story. 

Glamping may be booked through Tom at: teeandtoastglamping.com 

The festival concluded with a fly past by ‘The Red Arrows’ followed immediately on the 

same course by a flight of geese in perfect Red Arrows’ formation!!!!  

Angie Brassey and John Moles 
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Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust  

Ride and Stride 2021 

A BIG thank you to Matt and Kate !! 

On 11th September Matt Allison cycled a VERY hilly route for about six hours in the 

Coberley / Daglingworth area, calling in at the village churches along the way and Kate 

Bestwick ran 6 miles, visiting all the NCTM churches. All in aid of raising funds for GHCT. 

We are so grateful for their time and physical effort. There is still time to sponsor them if 

you wish and the total raised will appear in the November magazine.  

Helen Mann 

 

 

 

 

Prestbury Open Gardens 

Opening in September brought new challenges for the 15 gardens involved and the 1,600 

visitors who came to Prestbury over the sunny weekend appreciated the efforts made. 

They loved exploring every pathway, commenting on autumn flowering plants and the 

variety of vegetables and fruit. 

Over £11,000 was raised from ticket and plant sales, raffle, silent auction, teas in St Mary’s 

and at Foxcote. Huge thanks and congratulations are due to Jo Simons and her team, and 

the hard-working gardeners. 

Janet White 

 

 

PRESTBURY MEMORIAL TRUST –  

End of Thursday Bus Run to Bishops Cleeve 

For the past few weeks we have been supporting the villagers of Prestbury with a Thursday 

mini bus route from Prestbury to Bishops Cleeve, calling in at Cleevelands Medical Centre. 

Sadly, although this initially received a positive reaction, there has been only a few who have 

used the route and therefore we are financially unable to continue. 

Our final Thursday run to Bishops Cleeve was on 16th September 2021. 

The Prestbury Memorial Trust would like to thank everyone for their continued support in 

our many other activities and we are happy to continue our support to the village of 

Prestbury. 

If you would like more information on the Trust please visit our website 

prestburymemorialtrust.co.uk   or contact our warden Jenny on 579097. 

Jenny Roden 
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From the Registers 

Prestbury   

Baptisms      

 July 18 Adam Robert Banks Pugh St Mary 

 August 8 Ella Elizabeth Guthrie St Mary 

      Owen Douglas Jo Parker St Nicolas 

    15 Andrew Jacob Mukori St Mary 

      Olivia-Grace Mukori St Mary 

    22 Charles Patrick Webster Robinson St Mary 

      Flora Avery May Robinson St Mary 

    29 Edward John Hill St Mary 

Weddings      

 July 10 Robert Saunders and Sandra Collins St Mary 

   17 Richard Holland and Katharina Ahlert St Mary 

 August 21 Mark John Finch and Kathryn Margaret Rudd St Mary 

Renewal of Vows      

 August 13 Graham Thomas Birch and Susan Caroline Birch St Mary 

Funerals      

 July 27 Kenneth Eric Birt Crematorium 

 August 9 Valerie Gourlay Crematorium 

    10 Pat Else Crematorium 

    11 Elizabeth Chantree Crematorium 

    20 Terry Pyke Crematorium 

    24 Bee Clough Crematorium 

Burial of Ashes      

 July 16 Brian Weeks St Mary 

          

Elmstone Hardwicke   

Wedding      

 August 21 Stephen Newman and Siobhan Holmes   

Funerals      

 July 28 Stephanie Godwin   

 August 31 Brenda Thompson   

Burial      

 August 31 Brenda Thompson   

   
 

 

Swindon Village   

Baptisms    

 July 11 Arthur Nick Quinn   

 August 29 Freddie Boyd Warren  

Funeral      

 July 14 Alan Brettel Crematorium 
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October 2021 Diary 

Friday 1 14:00 Set up for Macmillian coffee morning All Saints 

Sat 2 10:00 Macmillian Coffee Morning All Saints 

  15:00 Memorial service for the late 

 Richard Maloney  

St Lawrence 

SUN 3 13:30 Baptism of Verity Robin Grace Ottridge St Mary 

  14:30 Baptism of Florence Nicola Wilson St Mary 

Tue 5 19:00 50th Anniversary service for St Nicolas St Nicolas 

Sat 9 14:00 Baptism of Ivy-Jae Holt St Lawrence 

  14:00 Wedding of Vonjisoa Rasolonjanahary 

and Kathryn Scobie 

St Mary 

SUN 10 14:30 Baptism of Arlo Bermingham All Saints 

Wed 13 19:00 Sunset Celtic Communion St Mary Magdalene 

Fri 15 14:00 School Harvest Service All Saints 

SUN 17 14:30 Baptism of Henry Dean St Lawrence 

    14:30 Baptism of Seb Corbett St Mary Magdalene 

Thu 21 14:30 Flower Arrangers Meeting St Mary 

Sat 23 13:30 Burial of Ashes for the late 

 Stella Hamblin (tbc) 

All Saints 

SUN 24    

Sat 30 12:00 Private Party St Nicolas Hall 

  19:30 Organ Recital All Saints 

SUN 31    

 

 

Regular Events 

Sundays 09:00 Breakfast Celebrate!  (from Oct 10)  Prestbury St Mary Infant School 

Mondays 15:00 - 20:00  Helen Gill Ballet St Nicolas Room & Hall 

Tuesdays 10:30 Coffee Drop-in St Mary 

Tuesdays 10:30 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

Wednesdays 19:30 Musica Vera Rehearsals St Mary 

Thursdays 15:05 - 20:15  Helen Gill Ballet St Nicolas Room & Hall 

Fridays 09:00 Art Group St Nicolas Hall 
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary’s Church, Prestbury: 

  Sunday 0800 Said Eucharist 

   0900 Breakfast Celebrate! All-age worship in the Infant School, 

        Bouncers Lane (from 10th October 2021) 

   1100 Sung Eucharist 

  1st Sunday 1830 Evening Prayer at St Mary’s * 

  2nd Sunday 1830 Benediction at St Mary’s 

  Other Sundays 1830 Evening Prayer at St Mary’s * 

    * From November until February Evening Prayer will be at 

       Capel Court on the 1st, 3rd, 4th and 5th Sundays  

  Thursday 1030 Eucharist 

 

St Nicolas Church, Prestbury: 

  Sunday 0930 Sung Eucharist 

  Tuesday 1000 Said Eucharist 

 

All Saints Church, Pittville: 

  Sunday 0800 Said Mass 

  1030 Sung Mass 

 1st & 3rd Sunday 1830 Choral Evensong  

 Last Sunday 1830 Choral Evening with Benediction  

  Thursday 1115 Said Mass 

 

St Lawrence Church, Swindon Village 

  Sunday 

  1st Sunday 1030 Together @ 1030 (from October 2021) 

  1830 Holy Communion 

  2nd Sunday 0915 BCP Holy Communion 

  1830 Evening Prayer 

  Other Sundays 0915 Holy Communion 

  1830 Evening Prayer 

 

St Mary Magdalene Church, Elmstone Hardwicke 

  Sunday 

  1st Sunday 1045 Holy Communion 

  2nd Sunday 1045 Family Service (no communion) 

  3rd Sunday 1045 BCP Holy Communion 

  4th Sunday 1045 Family service (no communion) 

  5th Sunday 1045 Family service – style to be decided each time 
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As well as our church buildings being open for public worship on Sundays at the usual times 

there are said Eucharist services on Tuesdays at 10.00 in St Nicolas; Thursdays at 10.30 in 

St Mary and 11.15 in All Saints.  Also occasional stewarded private prayer at set times (see 

northchelt.org.uk for times) and closed at all other times.  

A Sunday Service is streamed on the internet each week. These and other services are 

recorded so may be accessed later by those who cannot watch them live. You may find 

details of these on the North Cheltenham website and on the team’s YouTube page –  

https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry 

Go to www.northchelt.org.uk for the latest news. 
 

October 2021 Calendar 

SUNDAY 3  HARVEST 

SUNDAY 10  19th Sunday after Trinity 

SUNDAY 17  ST LUKE 

SUNDAY 24  Last Sunday after Trinity 

SUNDAY 31  ALL SAINTS   

(All Saints,  St Lawrence,  St Mary Magdalene) 

ALL SOULS / MEMORIAL SERVICE  

(St Mary and St Nicolas) 

 

November 2021 Calendar 

SUNDAY 7  3rd Sunday before Advent 

ALL SOULS / MEMORIAL  

(am at St Mary Magdalene    pm at St Lawrence) 

SUNDAY 14  Remembrance Sunday 

SUNDAY 21  Christ the King 

SUNDAY 28  Advent Sunday 

 

 

50th Anniversary Celebrations of St Nicolas’ Church 

On Tuesday 5 October 2021 at 19:00 (7pm) the Bishop of Gloucester, the Rt Revd 

Rachel Treweek, will preside and preach at a service to celebrate the 50th anniversary of 

St Nicolas’ church.  This was to have been on 21 September 2020 but was postponed 

because of the Covid pandemic. 

Many of the clergy who have conducted services in St Nicolas during the last 50 or so years 

are expected to attend.  
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Celebrating our differences 

IVERSITY WAS GOD’S IDEA. From Genesis to Revelation, 
He created and delighted in the differences of His people in 
every corner of the world. 

Go and fill the earth! His exuberant decree to Noah (Genesis 9.1) saw cultures, races 
and languages emerge to create the diversity we now know. Humanity in all its 

richness reached across land and sea to create nations, communities, families. 

And in the final gathering (Revelation 7.9) God’s people come ‘from every race, tribe, 

nation, and language’ to stand before the throne and before the Lamb… 

So I guess it hurts Him right now to see so much intolerance and division 

incited by something He created in love. 

Racial injustice, gender inequality, disability discrimination dominate the news headlines and 

scream over social media. Cases create causes, and the world is angry. 

The battle cries for justice and fairness echo through the corridors of power, and on the 

well-worn pavements pounded by lobbyists and activists. Yet the unprintable abuse of the 

perpetrators continues to thunder across football pitches and on city streets. Passive 

intolerance still creeps into the workplace, undermining and humiliating… 

At what point did God’s vision of diversity take such a slant? When did this philosophy, 

rooted in such purity, become destined to highlight differences and deepen divisions that 

threaten to tear us apart? 

Where can we find the unity, the cohesion, to glue us together with love and 

respect – in the way that God intended? 

Paul strips back to the raw truth: ‘There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is 

there male or female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.’ (Galations 3.28 NIV). First and 

foremost, he declares, we are God’s children. Together. In union. As one. 

And our diversity should sit at the heart of our oneness. Because it enriches us. Through 

race, ethnicity, age, gender, disability – we bring different sets of experiences, thoughts, 

ideas and perspectives. 

Our coming together helps us learn from each other, to understand and appreciate one 

another – with our human differences accepted, incorporated and respected. 

‘I am one with them, and you are one with me, so that they may become completely one. Then this 

world’s people will know that you sent me. They will know that you love my followers as much as 

you love me.’ (John 17. 22-23) 

Let’s rejoice in God’s love and plans for us by celebrating everything he created. Especially 

our differences. 

‘I pray that he will help you live at peace with each other as you follow Christ.’ Romans 15.5 

Caroline Sexton 
Bible passages from CEV unless otherwise stated 

  

D 



 

 

Parish Directory continued 

Children’s Work 
Linda Biggs 510856 

linda.biggs@prestbury.net 

Safeguarding Officer 

Linda Biggs 07783 019902 
 

Parish Magazine 
Editor: (vacancy)  contact 515941 

magazine@prestbury.net 

Advertising & Sales: Richard Johnson 224823 
advertising@prestbury.net 

St Mary’s C of E (VA) Schools 

Executive Head Teacher : Mr Matt Fletcher 
Junior School:  244387 

Infant School:  244054 

Hall Letting 
Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane 239590 

prestbury.hall@prestbury.net 

St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane 244373 
stnicolas.hall@prestbury.net 

Parish Giving Scheme 
76 Kingsholm Road, 

Gloucester GL1 3BD 0333 002 1260 
info@parishgiving.org.uk 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine is usually published on the last Sunday of the month. 

The deadline for copy is usually the Sunday 2 weeks before this, but  

during these Covid times there may be scope for some flexibility. 

Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’ 

2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN 

or preferably by email to magazine@prestbury.net 

 

November Magazine Deadline:   Sunday, 17 October 2021 

November Theme:   My Very-First Friend 
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