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 232883 

The Rectory, Tatchley Lane  GL52 3DQ 
nick.bromfield@northchelt.org.uk 
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Revd Robert Wright  241398 

8 Boulton Road  GL50 4RZ 
robert.wright@northchelt.org.uk 

 

Revd George Davis  702890 

The Rectory, Rectory Lane, Swindon Village 

Cheltenham GL51 9RD 
george.davis@northchelt.org.uk 

Curate 

Revd Tom Cook 07539 551398 
tom.cook@northchelt.org.uk 

Honorary Assistant Priest 

Revd Dr Adam Dunning via Team Office 

Team Deacon 

Revd Jennifer Wood 700128 
jennifer.wood@northchelt.org.uk 

 

Reader 

Linda Biggs 510856 
linda.biggs@northchelt.org.uk 

Churchwardens 

St Mary 

Matthieu Allison 255508 
matt.allison@prestbury.net 

Clare Wyatt 510413 
clare.wyatt@prestbury.net 

St Nicolas 

Jackie Smith 07593 444023 
jackie.smith@prestbury.net 

Brian Wood 515941 
brian.wood@prestbury.net 

PCC Secretary 

Stella Caney 676143 
stella.caney@northchelt.org.uk 

PCC Treasurer 

Gerald Hawke 226242 
gerald.hawke@northchelt.org.uk 

 

  

Team Office admin@northchelt.org.uk 01242 244373 
St Nicolas Church, Swindon Lane, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL50 4PA 

The office is usually open Monday to Friday 09.00-12.00 

Outside these hours please leave a message on the answer phone 
 

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings 

may be arranged with the Team Office (contact details above) 

Other Pastoral Matters & Reconciliation (Confession) 

please contact one of the clergy (telephone numbers above) 
 

 

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Editors, the Clergy, 

the Parochial Church Council, or of any authoritative body of the Church of England 

 

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of  

St Mary and St Nicolas Prestbury Cheltenham – Registered Charity No 1130933 
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Cover Picture: 

Morning over Kyiv 

Early in March the clouds formed an image of an angel above the city where the  

main cathedral is dedicated to the Archangel Michael who cast Lucifer into Hell 
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BEHOLD THE WOOD OF THE CROSS 

N GOOD FRIDAY in Churches across the world, a Crucifix is carried 
in procession, acclaimed by the words, ‘Behold the wood of the 
Cross…..O come let us worship.’ People are invited to gaze upon, and kiss 

the image of the crucified Jesus. I often wonder about what went through the 

minds of the crowd who witnessed the execution of the preacher from 
Nazareth. Who is this forsaken figure hanging from the Cross, cut down in his 
prime, in the most horrific way possible?; a heretic?, a lunatic?, a criminal?, a 

fool?, The Saviour of the World?? 

Really, only God can answer such a question. Crucifixion was such a vile and 
humiliating end, that to see it as anything other than a horror, either you would 

have to be completely mad, or else something amazing must have happened to 
make you see it like that – nothing less than a miracle in fact. For the early 
Christians, that miracle has happened. God has answered the question by raising 

Jesus from the dead – it is only because they personally encountered him, alive, 
victorious over death, that they could come to speak of the cross as God’s 
decisive victory over death. 

The instrument of death has become the means of life, and in its light we see a 
judgement. If this is how humanity treats its own, then there is something 
deeply wrong with humanity. Violence, domination and greed are shown not to 
be the true way to live. So we as a human race stand judged and convicted, but 

not written off. 

As we behold the Cross, we see a love more powerful than all the hatred and 
violence of this world. Throughout his life, Jesus showed love for the excluded. 

When he was nailed to the cross he prayed,  ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not 
know what they are doing.’  The love he showed in his life, shone through to the 
end. He dies, not in a crumpled heap on the ground, but lifted up above the 

crowds, with his arms outstretched in loving embrace. Just before he died, he 
said ‘It is finished’  – I have loved till the very end.  All would agree that this is 
beautiful and noble. But only on the basis of resurrection faith can we say that 

such love is not only beautiful, but it is in fact the most powerful thing in the 
universe. 

We celebrate the events of Holy Week and Easter this year in the context of 
war, and fears of its escalation, so we must trust more deeply in Christ’s victory 

of love over power, and pray for the conversion of those whose lives and 
ambitions are given over to the destructive and futile power of violence and 
domination. 

Fr Robert Wright  

O 
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Penfriend and Best Friend 

My penfriend called Jeanne Alluin and I started corresponding when we were 16 years old 

and we continued corresponding for 12 years.  Jeanne’s family owned two houses in France, 

one in Bethune which was their main family house, and the other house was in Le Touquet  

at the seaside. Jeanne had a younger sister. Her father was a business man and also the 

Mayor of Bethune and her mother didn’t work outside of the home but cared for the 

family. 

I lived in a small two bedroom terraced cottage in Winchcombe.  I had a brother aged 10 

and we shared a birthday. My Father was dead and my mother didn’t work outside of the 

home but cared for us. 

I sent off for a trip to France to stay with Jeanne’s family for two weeks in 1967 and stayed 

a week at each of their houses. I had never been abroad before so it was a big adventure. It 

was the first time that I had a passport. I went on the ferry from Dover to Calais and had a 

wonderful time in France. 

In 1968 Jeanne came to stay with us in England and she enjoyed visits to Sudeley Castle, 

Broadway Tower and many Cotswold Villages. 

Jeanne was married in 1971 and became Jeanne Dolobel and she had two children. We 

didn’t correspond after 1976.  

 

My best friend was Carol Read and we became friends when we were both 15 and met at 

the North Gloucestershire Technical College when we were studying for our “O” levels. 

Carol grew up in Keynsham Street in Cheltenham and she was an only child. Carol wished 

that she would have a sibling but it didn’t happen. After “O” levels Carol went to work at 

GCHQ and I stayed at the North Gloucestershire Technical College to take “A” levels and 

then to Cheshire College of Education in Crewe for 3 years to train as a teacher. Carol and 

I always met in the holidays for theatre trips and cinema visits and just to walk and talk. My 

first job was at North Nibley C of E Primary School. 

Carol was my chief bridesmaid when I was married in 1972, Carol was married in 1973 and 

their first son, Andrew was born in February 1976 and my first son, Iain was born in 

September 1976. Carol’s second son, Robert was born in September 1978 and my second 

son, Paul was born in February 1979. Both Carol and I gave up work when we had our first 

sons and we used to meet up once a week in each other’s homes so the boys were friends 

and played together. 

Our wonderful friendship lasted for 58 years, 4 months and 11 days until sadly Carol died 

from Covid in January 2021. 

Marion Godden 
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The Evil Consequences? 

I have deliberately kept this article from your editor until after the March races have taken 

place. The last thing I want is to be labelled a disciple of the Reverend Francis Close and be 

responsible for the readership of this magazine invading Prestbury Park and destroying the 

grandstand prior to the most important meeting in the racing calendar. 

Most people know that it is what the followers of Dean Close did when the races were 

held on the top of Cleeve Hill nearly 200 years ago. Few, if any, know just how this master- 

wordsmith and powerful orator inspired his flock to march from town up onto Cleeve 

Common and set fire to the grandstand. 

The Reverend, at the time, was the incumbent of St Mary’s Parish Church in Cheltenham 

having graduated from Holy Trinity where he was curate. He vehemently renounced 

horseracing, the theatre and even rail travel. His overriding bugbear, however was 

horseracing and the drinking and gambling that went with it. 

Having goaded his congregation to riot, he himself was conspicuous by his absence and, no 

doubt, took delight in watching the smoke and flames on top of the hill from the safety of 

his home in town. I imagine he saw himself as a spiritual leader rather than an active 

figurehead leading his troops into battle. Here is how he did it. 

One Sunday morning in 1827 Dean Close climbed into his parish church pulpit and 

delivered his sermon, “The Evil Consequences of Attending the Racecourse”. He must have 

been very proud of it because it is lengthy and, in his book published in 1844 entitled 

“Occasional Sermons by the Reverend F Close MA” (of which I have a copy), it is the only 

one divided into two parts. Here is a little of what he had to say to those who attended 

morning service on that historic day, the day the seeds of rebellion were sown by “a man of 

the cloth”. Here we go: 

“I am this day about to introduce a subject to your notice, my brethren, for which I would 

crave a more than common attention at your hands; and in the consideration of which, 

more than usual candour and forbearance will be necessary. (What an opening!) 

“I shall therefore proceed to prove  1. That every kind of profligacy (I had to consult 

Collins English Dictionary for that one - it means recklessly extravagant and shamelessly 

immoral behaviour) is diffused through our population by means of that annual season of 

revelry which is now approaching.  2. All who in any measure promote or participate in 

such things, are partakers of the guilt and subject to their plagues.  3. That it is therefore 

the duty of every virtuous citizen and every pious Christian, not only to come out from 

such things himself, but to endeavour, in every possible way, to stem the torrent of vice. 

And does it need laboured arguments to establish the fact that every species of profligacy is 

promoted by RACE WEEK? 

“Rise up then, I pray you, all you who fear God and show yourselves valiant for the truth: 

regard not the scoffs and sneers of the ungodly, but labour heartily in this good cause, TO 

PUT DOWN THE RACES! Refuse your money to them; keep your household from them; 

denounce them in all societies; you will, if you succeed, confer the greatest benefits both 

temporal and spiritual, upon many families of the poor, who are annually ruined by the 

races!” 



Prestbury Parish Magazine  April 2022 
 

~ 5 ~ 

Close ends his sermon by pointing the finger saying: “Whatever may be the effect of this, 

my feeble (I’d hardly call it feeble!) testimony against evils which I sincerely deplore - though 

the tide of vanity and sin flow heedless on - I shall have this consolation, that I have not 

withheld the truth, nor shrunk from painful duty. And if, as sometimes happens on such 

occasions, anyone of you should be called into eternity by a sudden and unexpected death, 

his soul cannot be required at my hands: his guilt will be on his own head!” 

Dean Close and his followers did succeed in putting a stop to racing on the hill but only for 

a period of eight years and then it returned in 1835. And then, twenty-nine years after his 

sermon on “the evil consequences” he moved away from Cheltenham, taking up an 

appointment in Carlisle in 1856. 

At this time racing began to thrive all over the country. This was especially so in Prestbury. 

A few months after Close moved north, the greatest jockey of all time, Fred Archer, was 

born in the centre of Cheltenham. He was only a few months old when his father became 

landlord of the Kings Arms and Fred spent his entire childhood here in Prestbury. 

John Baghot de la Bere who, in 1860, became vicar of St Mary’s, Prestbury, was the exact 

opposite of Dean Close and he formed a close relationship with the young Archer who 

became champion jockey 13 times. It would have been more had it not been for the death, 

at the age of 29, of this national sporting hero. His funeral took place at All Saints Church in 

Newmarket and the vicar of Prestbury officiated at the service. 

It is interesting to note that in the heyday of racing on Cleeve Hill the crowds numbered 

40,000 which is more than attend Cheltenham races on a normal race day at Prestbury 

Park. The exception is Gold Cup Day when the crowd, in recent years, has been in excess 

of 70,000. 

When Fr Stephen Gregory became our vicar in 1995 he took on the role of chaplain to the 

Cheltenham Racecourse, it being in his parish. Now Fr Nick Bromfield has taken over the 

living and automatically assumed the racecourse chaplaincy. 

Bernard Parkin 

 

 

 

Prestbury St Mary’s & St Nicolas’ Easter Flowers 

Donations for Easter flowers will be collected at all of the services at St Mary’s and 

St Nicolas’ on Sunday 3rd and Sunday 10th April. Please look for the bowl near the door. 

If you would like to make a specific donation for Easter lilies in memory of a loved one, the 

minimum suggested amount is £3. There will be a box with envelopes on the table by the 

door. Please seal your donation in an envelope with the person’s name or names on the 

outside. A list of the names will be in the churches at Easter. 

Flowers will be arranged in St Mary’s and St Nicolas’ on Easter Eve. Any new members of 

the congregations who would be interested to join the flower arrangers will be very 

welcome. For further information please see Sheila Beer, Diane Singleton, Diane Lyle or 

Wendy Price at St Mary’s and Janet White at St Nicolas. 

Wendy Price and Janet White  
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An Island Adventure 

When I am on holiday, I often try to attend a local service but one particularly stays in my 

mind. It wasn’t because it was exceptionally unusual architecture or in an exotic location 

but it was for the sheer joy of the day. 

A perk of working within the John Lewis Partnership was the opportunity to stay in one of 

their staff hotels and probably the most popular one was Brownsea Castle which sits on the 

island of the same name in Poole harbour. It felt like a real privilege to be able to explore 

the island before the day trippers had arrived and after they had gone home. During one of 

my wanderings, I noticed that there was to be a service of Holy Communion at 3pm at 

St Mary’s that afternoon. It is a small church dating from the eighteenth century. I decided 

to make sure that I was back in time for the service after my planned trip to Poole. 

On my return on the hotel launch I realised from the conversation that three of the other 

passengers were clearly the celebrant and his two assistants. Once we had docked, I 

followed them up to the church which had already attracted quite a few people. As the 

clock approached three o’clock the little church began to really fill and a quick glance over 

my shoulder revealed that all the pews were filled to capacity and a large contingent of 

guides and scouts were crammed into the standing space at the back of the church. 

The priest emerged to start the service and noticeably paled as he was greeted by a sea of 

faces. He manfully asked how many of us intended to take communion and just about every 

hand went up. He then explained that we were an exceptionally large congregation and 

they had brought only a limited amount of sacraments with them from the mainland so he 

would have to do his best! It transpired that the scouts and guides were all French so the 

priest peppered the service with instructions to “Levez-vous” and “Asseyez vous” which 

was just about impossible since they were crammed in so tightly. When I received my 

wafer, it amounted to a couple of crumbs but that church was full of joy and love and when 

we all left there was a lot of multi-lingual laughter in the churchyard. Does a certain Bible 

tale of loaves and fishes spring to mind? 

Janet Waters 

 

This article was sent for last month’s magazine by email.  Unfortunately it was placed in my Junk 

folder by the cyber police and didn’t come to my attention in time.  Apologies to Janet   -   Ed  
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FRIENDSHIP 

 
A cat may bear a tortoise company 

and be great friends. 

Together they may sit and share life’s joys, 

pooling their wisdom and philosophy. 

But if the cat should, on that friendship’s strength, 

then wish the tortoise to play cat and mouse, 

join in her chase and hunt for birds, 

their friendship would be lost. 

 

The cat may wish for tortoise’s advice 

on how to leap, or when to strike and kill, 

but tortoise is unfitted for the chase, 

useless in that department to his friend. 

He cannot share. 

The cat must hunt alone, 

nor sharing with a friend, her burden lose 

of catching her own prey. 

 

So let the tortoise sweetest friendship share, 

companionship, and his just being there, 

without demanding that he hunt with you, 

which thing by nature he just cannot do. 

 

Joan Copeland                
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The Lamentations of Jeremiah Chapter 2 

If I may be forgiven for going “off piste” with this month’s article, our Bible Class has found 

the above of relevance to the European crisis we find ourselves pitched into  - after years 

of complacency and some disquiet. 

Jeremiah writes on the sacking of Jerusalem.  The Lord in His anger allowed the destruction 

of this beautiful city, its laws and traditions, and took no pity on the peoples’ suffering after 

they had attached no importance to what had been foretold. 

The elders, and the innocents, realising what their lack of faith has brought about, are 

horrified.  They are afraid at the reality of the situation as all they hold most dear is lost or 

destroyed. 

Only when the people accept that they are unable to save themselves do they ask, humbly, 

for the Lord’s help. 

I hope I don’t sound preachy; it was just a thought that struck us all during class. 

Anya Jary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine 

The theme for this month, Penfriends, was suggested by a reader when I asked for ideas.  

Unfortunately this was not popular with the contributors.  A sign of the changing times 

perhaps.  Never mind!  There is still plenty to read in this issue. 

I had found a picture for the front cover to go with the theme which has now become less 

relevant.  Instead I have used a picture sent to David and Diane Lyle by a medical friend of 

theirs, a 3rd generation Ukrainian with many relatives in the country.  It shows an early 

morning sky in March when the clouds formed an image of an angel above the city where 

the main cathedral is dedicated to the Archangel Michael who cast Lucifer into Hell. 

The flags are the National Flag of Ukraine and the flag of Kyiv showing the Archangel 

Michael holding a flaming sword and shield. 

The silhouetted building in the foreground is a PizzaHut, a symbol of the people who live 

there are just like us in so many ways.  

Brian Wood  
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A BOOK ON THE GO 

 

             
 

 

In January when I went to Cleevelands Medical Centre for a vaccine booster, I joined the 

queue and, as I reached the front, the kindly volunteer said, 

     ‘That’s not a common sight now.’ 

     ‘What?’ 

     ‘Someone reading a book.’ 

I scanned the waiting-room which seems a bit like an airport lounge and saw that most 

people were looking at their mobile phones or screens. I had in my hand a hardback book, 

a survival story called Miracle in the Andes by Nando Parrado. For me and many others, 

books and reading, both fiction and non-fiction, have often provided a welcome window 

into other worlds and other people’s lives and minds. 

When Tom Stoppard was made a Companion of Literature, he said that it was a great 

honour but that he had always thought of literature as his companion, rather than the other 

way round. In my experience, books, reading and writers can provide some of the best 

company in the world. And various readers and writers have expressed the same idea. Alan 

Bennett in The History Boys gave these words to Hector, his maverick History teacher:  

“The best moments in reading are when you come across something – a thought, a feeling, a way 

of looking at things – which you had thought special and particular to you. Now here it is, set down 

by someone else, a person you have never met, someone even who is long dead. And it is as if a 

hand has come out and taken yours.” 

For Emily Dickinson, ‘There is no frigate like a book /To takes us lands away...’   while 

Francois Fénelon, French archbishop, went so far as to say that: 

“If the crowns of all the kingdoms of the empire were laid down at my feet in exchange for 

my books and my love of reading I would spurn them all.” 

And so much more of interest has been written since Fénelon died in 1715. Translations 

too can take us into other cultures and other times. Indeed, Anthony Burgess said 

‘Translation is not a matter of words only: it is a matter of making intelligible a whole 

culture.’ 
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Human beings seem to need stories of many kinds, especially when they are well or 

compellingly told. C.S.Lewis aptly described this appetite as ‘narrative lust’ and the narrative 

arts feed it in all sorts of ways. Literature, even at its most uncompromising and stark, can 

enable us to escape from the very problems we are reading so intently about but at the 

same time it can also help us to comprehend and even confront those very concerns. 

When ancient clay tablets with script were discovered on Crete, early scholars hoped that 

they might contain the very essence of Mycenean or Minoan civilization and in a sense they 

did. Brilliantly deciphered by a young architect called Michael Ventris, the tablets revealed 

the island’s inventories (pottery, wine jars, decorated furniture, weaponry, sheep, oxen and 

the like). The story is told in The Decipherment of Linear B (1958) by John Chadwick in a 

book I still have. And I see it’s now available as an ebook on Kindle, a far cry from marks on 

wet clay. 

Studying and then teaching English has introduced me to all kinds of writings, eras and 

genres. After a lifetime of Language and Literature, I am happy to be free of set texts and 

the academic treadmill of intensive preparation and marking. Book groups do not attract 

me (why so few men in such groups?).  I now enjoy the freedoms of reading widely and, 

along with the ‘classics’ and poetry, I certainly enjoy such stylish ‘roughage’ as novels by 

Stieg Larsson and Lee Child. I also very much enjoy reading true survival stories, preferably 

not ghost-written, and the best of humorous writing, among many other things, such as 

books that explain an aspect of the world to me, like Prisoners of Geography by Tim Marshall. 

Language and Literature. When you think about the notion, it is somehow astonishing that 

a script can symbolise sounds and language and that words themselves can in turn stand for 

things, ideas and perceptions in other people’s minds and similarly in our own. 

If I currently had to nominate a Book of the Year, it would be 33 Meditations on Death by 

Dr David Jarrett. It is a thoughtful book by a retired geriatrician, frank and yet kindly, full of 

individuality and a profound wisdom born of long experience. I was lent the book and so 

have chosen to buy my own copy. 

What are you reading at the moment and which are your favourite books? In some authors, 

one can find imaginary friends for life or at least for the time being. It’s just a pity they can’t 

all read or acknowledge our unwritten fan mail posthumously. And yet the afterlives of 

their chosen words can help to bring vivid experiences and ideas to their devoted and 

various readers. Although, as an English teacher, I seemed to spend more time on his plays 

than he did, I remain full of admiration for the best works of William Shakespeare. As Sam 

Goldwyn said, ‘Shakespeare is fantastic. And to think he wrote it all with a feather!’ 

Duncan Forbes 
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A free country? 

When my late wife and I were kayaking in 

Antarctica we had the privilege of kayaking to 

the Ukrainian Verdansky Antarctic Research 

Station. This was formerly the British Faraday 

Station. It was a great delight to see, as we 

approached the station, a large Union Jack and a 

large Ukrainian flag painted side by side on the 

building at the top of the slipway. We were 

heartily welcomed by the station officers and 

taken on an extensive tour of the facilities and 

treated royally to copious quantities of ‘brewed 

on site’ (that’s what the stills were for!’) vodka. 

At the end of an increasingly convivial afternoon 

and with dusk approaching fast, the Canadian 

leader decided she should radio for a Zodiac 

(Ridged Inflatable Boat) to fetch us back to the ship, some five miles distance. A wise move, 

otherwise we may have been late for dinner! 

Some two years later, in 2011, Jackie, was diagnosed, as terminally ill with breast cancer. 

She was determined to visit all the countries of the British Isles before she went, so six 

weeks before she died, we set out on a Round Britain Cruise. 

On this cruise we visited Belfast. There was a 200m exclusion zone established around the 

vessel, both on the land-side and sea side (usually this is only established by the security 

services on the landward side). Going ashore, although British Citizens, we were required 

to show our passports on three separate occasions, whilst at the same time going through 

tight security which included metal detectors, and careful matching of faces to ID photos. 

This tight security also required us to pass, individually, through a narrow doorway 

between two police officers, armed with sub-machine guns, after which we were channelled 

through high metal grid barriers topped with razor wire. On reaching the city we were very 

conscious of the large use of razor and barbed wire and the huge metal gates to shut off, 

and separate, different parts of the community, at night and whenever security concerns 

necessarily demanded this segregation. 

Before she died Jackie had booked a cruise to 

the Black Sea for the following year 2012. To 

honour her memory, I decided to go ahead 

with this cruise. Her brother and sister-in-law, 

kindly, agreed to join me, for which I was very 

grateful. 

We made many ports of call on route but 

finally entered the Black Sea via the Bosporus. 

Our first port of call here was Yalta, in the 

Crimea, where we joined a trip to Sevastopol 

and drove along the beautiful cypress lined 

road. Our tour guide was a delightful, 
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informative and very open person very willing to talk about many of the restrictions that 

had faced her, as a child, under the Communist regime, with its frequent shut downs, 

blackouts, and curfews. She clearly had no wish to return to those days, regrettably, a wish 

that was soon to be destroyed. 

We then sailed on to Odessa, that great cultural city of the Ukraine. Here on mooring up 

we discovered that the ship’s security officers had felt no need to establish an exclusion 

zone, either on land or sea side. We were free to wander ashore whenever we liked and 

with no need for passports or other ID. Families with children, many in push chairs, 

gathered at the foot of the gang plank. Here they welcomed us ashore and practised their 

excellent English. Spending on education in the Ukraine is higher than in other European 

countries. Others picnicked on the park benches along the immaculate dockside with its 

flower beds of bright blooms and well-tended lawns. I went ashore three times that day, 

twice alone, to explore this beautiful, clean and well organised city, with its outstanding 

architecture, well preserved and displayed archaeological remains, and unfailingly courteous 

people. I found this a city of great peace and just what I needed after a difficult few months, 

settling into a lone 

existence. 

I leave you with two 

thoughts: 

What is a free country? 

What is that freedom 

worth? 

John Moles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A page from John’s Journal 
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Homeless Children in Ghana - Operation Mango Tree 

Following Ian Ritching’s amazing sleep out efforts he gave me some of his hard-earned 

sponsorship money for a children’s charity that I have worked with in Ghana called Afrikids    

www.afrikids.org   One of the many programmes they run totally resonated with Ian’s 

vision for raising awareness of and actively working with the homeless -  

Operation Mango Tree. 

Launched in 2006, Operation Mango Tree, which is managed by the inspirational Mama 

Laadi, provides a safe space for children who have nowhere else to go. The children at the 

home (her own house) have once lived on the streets or have been at risk of falling into 

this dangerous lifestyle. Reasons for this include poverty, family breakdowns, abuse or 

neglect, a parent unable to look after them due to mental health issues or losing their 

parents and having no other family to rely on. Sadly, common problems worldwide. 

Mama Laadi’s is one of the very few foster homes in Northern Ghana recognised by the 

Government who work together to resettle the children with family, foster or adoptive 

parents. For those who cannot move on she provides a home until they reach teenage 

years and can live independently having been supported through their education and 

vocational training. Last year, Pretty and Jonathan, were closely supported as they prepared 

for their BECE (like our GCSE) exams. 

There is now a dedicated social worker who works to build rapport with the children, 

source food and grants, organise foster placements, pursue legal issues including taking 

abuse cases to court. 

A few years ago 2 children came to the home having been rescued by IJM (International 

Justice Mission) after being trafficked and abused and were resettled. In 2021 a further 

intervention programme was launched with IJM to tackle trafficking of child labour in Lake 

Volta alongside UNICEF. 

On the website there is a video of Gabriel, who was one of the first children Laadi 

supported and who now volunteers at the home, with Laadi and a recently arrived baby (so 

cute!). 

It is an amazing charity which I have worked with since 2014, specifically with some of the 

huge number of children they have with special needs. There is a high incidence of Cerebral 

Palsy, particularly in northern Ghana, for many reasons – poverty, cultural beliefs (spirit 

children), disease- cerebral malaria, jaundice, to name a few. 

Next time I am with Afrikids in Bolgatanga I will endeavour to visit Mama Laadi and bring 

back photos and stories. 

On the opposite page are some photos of a very cheeky bright lad - Richmond, who I first 

met in 2014 on a course, then saw at home in his cardboard standing frame in 2017, then at 

school in 2019. 

Diane Lyle 

 

  

http://www.afrikids.org/
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Homeless Children in Ghana – Pictures 
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Gold Cup Parking at St Nicolas– 15 to 18 March 2022 - Cars  



Prestbury Parish Magazine  April 2022 
 

~ 17 ~ 

Pi
ct

u
re

s 
b
y 

Ja
n
et

 F
or

d
, 
M

a
ri
ly

n
 P

ow
el

l 
a
n
d
 B

ri
a
n
 W

oo
d
 

Gold Cup Parking at St Nicolas– Visitors and ‘Workers’  
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They rest in St Mary’s churchyard 

Edward Wyatt drew my attention to a fine carved 

wooden Celtic cross on the south side of the church. On 

it are two brass plates. The first records the death of 

Gerald Hollidge Harries, Priest, born 28th March 

1869 who died 1st October 1952. Also of his wife 

Margaret Fawcett Harries born April 1886, who died 22 

January 1982. They were married at St James, 

Westminster on 23rd October 1918. 

The second plate reads: 

C. St James Grimsby 1897-1908, V. Burgh Le Marsh 1908-

1931, C.F. 1915-1918 Military Cross, V. St Martins Lincoln 

1931-1939. 

Michelle Rees from the Prestbury Local History Society 

has found the following details. 

The Reverend Gerald Hollidge Harries MC studied at St 

John’s College, Cambridge, and Wells Theological 

College. He took Holy Orders in 1897. He spent his 

formative years as a Curate at St James, Grimsby. He was 

appointed Vicar of St Peter and St Paul, Burgh le Marsh in 

Lincolnshire in 1908 which office he occupied until 1931 

with the exception of the war service in the Royal Army 

Chaplains Department from 1915-1919. For his War 

Service he was awarded the Military Cross. Harries was 

latterly Vicar of St Martins and St Peters, Lincoln from 

1931-1939. 

I found the citation for this brave man in the April 1918 Gazette following the award of his 

Military Cross, which reads as follows: 

”For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty in going fearlessly during four days to all 

parts of the battlefield cheering the wounded and comforting the dying. No post was too 

dangerous and no shelling too heavy for him.” 
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From the 1871 Census I found that Gerald was born in Tenby, Pembroke, hence the Celtic 

Cross. In the 1871 Census he is living at Ivy House, Tenby, 2 years old with his father 

Benjamin a Draper, his mother Eliza a Milliner. 

The Stamford Mercury records that he was ordained at a ceremony at Lincoln Cathedral. 

In 1904 the Reverend Gerald Hollidge Harries BA of Grimsby, is described as the principal 

landowner in the township of South Clifton, Nottinghamshire. 

I presume that he retired at the usual age for a clergyman of 70 years. In the 1939 Register 

Margaret was at Knoll Hill House, Mill Lane, but Gerald was still at Lincoln. He later joined 

her at Prestbury where he lived with Margaret and his son David, who was born in1928. 

In 1957 the Boston Guardian reported that at a ceremony in the Parish Church the vicar, 

the Revd H H Smith, dedicated and blessed the newly built organ given as a memorial to 

the late Gerald Hollidge Harries, vicar of Burgh from 1908-1931, which was given by 

Margaret his wife and David his son, who were both present. 

Locally in the 1960s David was known as “Daffodil” reflecting his love of the Welsh national 

flower. 

David Gerald Butler Harries sold the surrounding land to Gerald Newman, but remained at 

Knoll Hill House until his death. He was buried at St Mary’s on the 1st of April 1977. 

At the time of her death his mother Margaret, was living at The Little Priory, Deep Street. 

My thanks to Michelle Rees for her research. 

Tony Noel 

 Prestbury Local History Society 

 

Pictures by Edward Wyatt 
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ADS C4 
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Cheltenham Rotary MILE of COINS Challenge 

Since 1985, when Rotary International took a lead role in a Polio Eradication Campaign to 

rid the world of Polio by vaccinating every child born. 1000 new cases a day in 160+ 

countries has been reduced to just 5 cases during the whole of 2021. Rotary is committed 

to funding the project until there has been no new case for 3 consecutive years, and the 

world can be declared free from Polio. Hence to celebrate 100 years of Rotary in 

Cheltenham we are hoping to complete a mile long line of coins to make a significant 

contribution to 

Rotary’s effort 

over the next 

few years. 

You can help 

by sticking £5 

worth of coins 

to a 1 foot 

strip or 

sponsoring one 

or more strips 

by visiting our 

website 

www.mileofcoi

ns.com. Strips 

will be made 

available in all 

the churches. 

Please consider  

PUTTING 

YOUR 

FOOT IN IT   

to 

BOOT OUT 

POLIO !   

Many Thanks 

David Price 

      david.price

@prestbury.net 

 

 

  

http://www.mileofcoins.com/
http://www.mileofcoins.com/
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Book Review 

‘The Unconsoled’ by Kazuo Ishiguro 

This novel, by the author of ‘The Remains of the Day’ and ‘Never Let Me Go’, was 

published in 1995 when Ishiguro’s public profile as a Booker Prize winner was perhaps a 

little higher than today. It is one of the strangest of modern novels, acclaimed by some as a 

masterpiece and declaimed by others who seemed rather annoyed by it. The central 

character, Ryder, who is the narrator, is an extremely famous pianist who arrives in a 

central European city for a concert he cannot recall agreeing to give for people whom he 

cannot remember meeting. He is recognised everywhere and local councillors and eminent 

citizens bow and scrape to ensure his every need is catered for and he lacks nothing in the 

prolonged build up to the concert that he will give as its star. Eerily, the country concerned 

could even be Ukraine as you gain a sense of a 

post-Cold War country with impressive 

architecture and cultural sophistication. Yet, as the 

concert approaches, time seems to slip and slide 

and a day’s hours seem to eclipse each other, so 

that nothing happens as it should. The narrative 

often takes the form of a dream, the kind of dream 

where you are attempting to do something fairly 

straightforward and yet are somehow prevented 

from doing so. There are echoes of Samuel 

Beckett’s ‘Waiting for Godot’ with that strange 

sense of being on the edge of meaninglessness and 

also extreme comedy. For example, one of the 

novel’s main characters is Mr Brodsky, a faded and 

jaded former musical prodigy who is eager to 

perform one final time to win back his lost love. 

Brodsky has had a leg amputated below the knee 

and when he is in a traffic accident en route to his 

performance his artificial leg is ‘amputated’ by 

incompetent ambulance personnel, so that he has 

to go on stage using an ironing board as a crutch 

which keeps swaying open. 

Throughout, there is the sense of a strong character whose life is moving past him out of 

control, so that the whole novel seems dangerously beyond our ability as readers to 

categorise or even fully understand. 

This may be the point of the novel – a source of delight for many, as it parallels our own 

illusory attempts to influence and control events in our lives; and a source of irritation for 

others who, having read through its 500+ pages, feel let down or even cheated by its 

conclusion. To share much more of the book’s plot, characters and conclusion would be to 

give the game away. Read it and be delighted or confounded and certainly challenged! 

Fr Nick 
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Cheltenham Philharmonic Orchestra  

Spring Concert of English Music 

Sunday 3 April at 3.00pm in Pittville Pump Room 

 Holst  Ballet Music from The Perfect Fool 

 Gipps  Horn Concerto Soloist Rob Fox 

 Elgar  Symphony No 1 

You would be very welcome at this Sunday afternoon concert in Pittville Pump Room. 

Tickets with reserved seating are available from: 

  Town Hall Box Office: http://www.cheltenhamtownhall.org.uk, 01242 528764 

  Reception: Leisure at Cheltenham, Tommy Taylors Lane, Cheltenham GL50 4RN, or 

  at the door on the day. 

Adults £14, Students £7, Children under 16 free. 

I look forward to seeing you, 

Wendy Price 

 

 

“Music for a While” – Saturday 9 April at 7.30pm 

Local chamber choir, Musica Vera, under the direction of conductor Matthew Clark, will 

present a concert at St Mary’s church dedicated to the music of English composer Henry 

Purcell. This will be the choir’s third concert since their resumption of music-making follow 

the pandemic and they will be joined by two young local sopranos, Izzy Godwin and Eve 

Chandler, both of whom have studied singing with Matthew. 

Henry Purcell is perhaps an under-appreciated figure in English music, overshadowed by his 

near-contemporary, Handel. However, in his short life of 36 years, Purcell forged an 

extraordinary career in London, working for the Courts of Charles II, James II & William of 

Orange before his tragically early demise in 1695. Furthermore, he was simultaneously 

Director of Music at Westminster Abbey and the Chapel Royal. 

Even in his short career he composed over 850 catalogued works; including sacred choral 

music, songs, odes, operas and instrumental music. His setting of the English language is 

almost unrivalled and even using some of the simplest musical ideas his music contains 

incredible drama, passion and beauty. 

The first half of the concert will focus of Purell’s sacred music and the second on his 

operatic output. The concert will also feature music by two 20th century champions of 

Purcell, Benjamin Britten and Michael Tippett. 

Tickets at £12 available on the door, or online at www.cheltplayhouse.org.uk 

Jane Bradbury 
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WELCOME ON WEDNESDAY 

We shall be re-starting Welcome on Wednesday, with our first gathering on 20th April. 

There will be home-made cake, tea or coffee and the chance to meet friends and talk. 

There are many people who have missed this time for a friendly chat, so please come along, 

maybe bringing a neighbour? 

        

We hold these gatherings on the third Wednesday of each month at 2.30 pm for an hour 

or so in the coffee room at St Nicolas.  See you soon? 

Janet Ford 
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Tewkesbury Choral Society 

www.tewkesburychoral.org.uk 

Directed by John Holloway 

 

Johannes Brahms - Requiem 
sung in English 

Hannah Davey - Soprano 

Thomas Humphreys - Baritone 

Piano accompaniment - Hayley Waddell and David Whitehead 

 

Saturday 14th May 2022 at 7.30pm 

Tewkesbury Abbey 

Tickets (unreserved) £15 from Society members, the Abbey Shop 01684 856148, on the door, 
 and on line at www.ticketsource.co.uk/t-c-s    Accompanied school children free 

 

 

 

 

Notice of Prestbury APCM –   Sunday 15th May 2022 

The Annual Meeting of Parishioners, which begins at 3.00 pm on Sunday 15th May, at 

St Nicolas’ church, is a short meeting to elect Churchwardens:  two for St Mary’s and two 

for St Nicolas’.  Candidates must be nominated and seconded before the meeting begins 

and nomination lists will also be displayed on the notice boards of both churches.  Anyone 

who lives within the parish or who is on the church electoral roll may attend and vote at 

this meeting. 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will follow the Annual Meeting of Parishioners.  This 

is a chance to come to hear a review and reports of what has taken place during the last 

year, together with plans for the future and an opportunity to ask questions. 

At the meeting, elections to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) take place.  Nominations 

for PCC members will be displayed on the notice boards of both churches for at least the 

two Sundays prior to the meeting.  Candidates must be proposed and seconded by a 

person who is on the Electoral Roll of the parish, and they should also have been asked if 

they are willing to stand. 

Stella Caney, PCC Secretary 
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April 2022 Diary 

SUN 3 1830 From Darkness into Light St Nicolas 

SUN 10 0800 Said Eucharist St Mary 

   0900 Breakfast Celebrate! plus procession to 

Capel Court 

St Mary’s Infant School 

   1015 Procession from St Mary’s to Capel Court St Mary 

   1030 Blessing of Palms at Capel Court then process 

to St Mary’s 

Capel Court 

   1100 Sung Eucharist, blessing of palms St Mary 

   0800 Said Mass All Saints 

   1000 Procession from Berkhampstead Day Nursery Berkhampstead 

   1030 Sung Mass, blessing of palms All Saints 

   0900 Process to Wymans Brook for short service, 

then back 

St Nicolas 

   0930 Sung Eucharist, blessing of palms St Nicolas 

   1330 Baptism St Nicolas 

   1000 Procession from CTFC training ground St Lawrence 

   1030 Holy Communion with blessing of palms St Lawrence 

   1045 Holy Communion with blessing of palms St Mary Magdalene 

Mon 11 1930 Eucharist and Stations of the Cross St Nicolas 

Tue 12 1000 Holy Communion St Nicolas 

   1930 Mass and Stations of the Cross All Saints 

Wed 13 1800 Eucharist and Stations of the Cross St Mary 

Thu 14 1030 Service of the Word St Mary 

   1115 Service of the Word All Saints 

   1930 Sung Mass and Watch (streamed live) St Nicolas 

   2100 Watch at Altar of Repose (streamed live) All Saints 

   2100 Watch at Altar of Repose St Mary 

Fri 15 1030 Service at the Cross St Mary Magdalene 

   1030 Good Friday Reflection St Nicolas 

   1030 Breakfast Celebrate! Good Friday all-age service St Mary 

   1400 Good Friday Meditation St Lawrence 

   1400 Celebration of the Lord’s Passion St Mary 

   1400 Good Friday Liturgy All Saints 

Sat 16 2100 Paschal Liturgy and First Eucharist St Mary 
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SUN 17 0515 Sunrise Liturgy and First Mass of Easter St Philip and St James, 

Up Hatherley 

   0530 Celtic Dawn Communion Cleeve Hill (radio masts) 

   0800 Said Eucharist St Mary 

   0915 Holy Communion St Lawrence 

   0930 Sung Eucharist (streamed live) St Nicolas 

   0930 Breakfast Celebrate! St Mary 

   1030 Sung Mass All Saints 

   1045 Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene 

   1100 Sung Eucharist St Mary 

  1500 Starvehall Farm Residents Easter Service 

 & Egg Hunt 

Bus Gate, Barley Road 

   1830 Evening Prayer St Lawrence 

   1830 Evening Prayer St Mary 

   1830 Evening Service All Saints 

Wed 20 1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas Room 

SUN 24 1330 Baptism All Saints 

 

 

Regular Events 

Sundays 09:00 Breakfast Celebrate! St Mary’s Infant School 

Mondays 15:45 - 17:45   Helen Gill Ballet St Nicolas Room & Hall 

Tuesdays 10:30 Coffee Drop-in St Mary 

 10:30 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

Wednesdays 18:00 - 19:30 36th Cheltenham Brownies St Nicolas Hall 

 19:30 - 21:30 Musica Vera Rehearsals St Mary 

Fridays 09:00 - 17:00 Art Group St Nicolas Hall 

 18:00 - 19:30 38th Cheltenham Brownies St Nicolas Hall 

 

A Sunday Service is streamed on the internet each week. These and other services are 

recorded so may be accessed later by those who cannot watch them live. You may find 

details of these on the North Cheltenham website and on the team’s YouTube page – 

https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry 

Go to www.northchelt.org.uk for the latest news. 
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April 2022 Calendar 

SUNDAY 3 5th Sunday of Lent   (Stewardship) 

SUNDAY 10 PALM SUNDAY 

Thursday 14 Maundy Thursday 

Friday 15 GOOD FRIDAY 

Saturday 16 Holy Saturday 

SUNDAY 17 EASTER DAY 

SUNDAY 24 2nd Sunday of Easter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copy Dates and Themes for Future Magazines 2022 

 Issue Copy Date Theme 

 May Sunday 10 April  Courting Danger 

 June Sunday 15 May Midsummer 

 July Sunday 12 June Flowers 

 August Sunday 17 July Hot Water 

 September Sunday 14 August Amateur Dramatics 

 October Sunday 11 September Ornaments 

 November Sunday 16 October Shops 

 December / Jan 2023 Sunday 13 November Recipes 



Prestbury Parish Magazine  April 2022 
 

~ 31 ~ 

From the Registers  2022 

Prestbury  

Baptisms  

 

 

January 23 Beatrice Elizabeth Phillippa Reeve-McKew St Mary 

  Harry Kit Sills St Mary 

 30 Rex Ronnie Douglas Capindale St Mary 

  Finlay James Ian Jones St Mary 

February 27 Sophie Elizabeth Charlotte Johnson St Mary 

Funerals    

January 20 June Cooke Crematorium 

 21 Lawrence Ward Crematorium 

  Sybil Davies St Mary 

 28 Jean Ottewell Crematorium 

February 2 Leslie Pockett Crematorium 

 24 Dr James Adams St Mary 

 25 George Jones Crematorium 

  Lawrence Pierce Crematorium 

 28 Tudor Williams Crematorium 

Burials of Ashes  

February 11 Michael Belshaw Crematorium 

 25 Leslie Pockett St Mary 

 25 Christopher Thompson Crematorium 

    
Elmstone Hardwicke  

Baptism    

February 6 Joshua Andrew Szolga  

Funeral    

January 24 Marlene Crook St Mary Magdalene 

Burial    

January 24 Marlene Crook St Mary Magdalene 

    
Swindon Village  

Baptism    

January 16 Toby Alan Hooper-Hall  

Funerals    

January 17 Brenda Prosser St Lawrence 

February 11 Peter Green Crematorium 

Burials of Ashes  

February 2 Joyce Scolding St Lawrence 

  Stephen Scolding St Lawrence 

 

  



April 2022   Prestbury Parish Magazine 
 

~ 32 ~ 

TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary’s Church, Prestbury 

  Sunday 0800 Said Eucharist 

   0900 Breakfast Celebrate! All-age worship 

      (see weekly notices for location) 

   1100 Sung Eucharist 

  1st Sunday 1830 Evening Prayer at Capel Court 

  2nd Sunday 1830 Benediction at St Mary’s 

  Other Sundays 1830 Evening Prayer at St Mary’s 

  Thursday 1030 Eucharist 

 

St Nicolas Church, Prestbury 

  Sunday 0930 Sung Eucharist 

  Tuesday 1000 Said Eucharist 

 

All Saints Church, Pittville 

  Sunday 0800 Said Mass 

  1030 Sung Mass 

 1st & 3rd Sunday 1830 Choral Evensong 

 Last Sunday 1830 Choral Evening with Benediction 

 Thursday 1115 Said Mass 

 

St Lawrence Church, Swindon Village 

  Sunday 

  1st Sunday 1030 Together @ 1030 (from October 2021) 

  1830 Holy Communion 

  2nd Sunday 0915 BCP Holy Communion 

  1830 Evening Prayer 

  Other Sundays 0915 Holy Communion 

  1830 Evening Prayer 

 

St Mary Magdalene Church, Elmstone Hardwicke 

  Sunday 

  1st Sunday 1045 Holy Communion 

  2nd Sunday 1045 Family Service (no communion) 

  3rd Sunday 1045 BCP Holy Communion 

  4th Sunday 1045 Family service (no communion) 

  5th Sunday 1045 Family service – style to be decided each time 

 

  



 

 

Parish Directory continued 

Children’s Work 
Linda Biggs 510856 

linda.biggs@prestbury.net 

Safeguarding Officer 

Linda Biggs 07526 498584 

Parish Magazine 
Editor: (vacancy)  contact 515941 

magazine@prestbury.net 

Advertising & Sales: Richard Johnson 707729 
advertising@prestbury.net 

St Mary’s C of E (VA) Schools 

Executive Head Teacher : Mr Matt Fletcher 
Junior School:  244387 

Infant School:  244054 

Hall Letting 
Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane 239590 

prestbury.hall@prestbury.net 

St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane 244373 
stnicolas.hall@prestbury.net 

Parish Giving Scheme 
76 Kingsholm Road, 

Gloucester GL1 3BD 0333 002 1260 
info@parishgiving.org.uk 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine is usually published on the last Sunday of the month. 

The deadline for copy is usually the Sunday 2 weeks before this, but  

during these Covid times there may be scope for some flexibility. 

Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’ 

2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN 

or preferably by email to magazine@prestbury.net 

 

May 2022 Magazine 

Please send copy by   Sunday 10 April 2022 

Theme:   Courting Danger 
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